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1t w4s 4 pl34sur3 t0 burn

1t w4s 4 sp3c14l pl34sur3 t0 s33 th1ngs 34t3n, t0 s33 
th1ngs bl4ck3n3d 4nd ch4ng3d. w1th th3 br4ss n0z-
zl3 1n h1s f1sts, w1th th1s gr34t pyth0n sp1tt1ng 1ts 
v3n0m0us k3r0s3n3 up0n th3 w0rld, th3 bl00d p0und3d 
1n h1s h34d, 4nd h1s h4nds w3r3 th3 h4nds 0f s0m3 
4m4z1ng c0nduct0r pl4y1ng 4ll th3 symph0n13s 0f 
bl4z1ng 4nd burn1ng t0 br1ng d0wn th3 t4tt3rs 4nd 
ch4rc04l ru1ns 0f h1st0ry. w1th h1s symb0l1c h3lm3t 
numb3r3d 451 0n h1s st0l1d h34d, 4nd h1s 3y3s 4ll 
0r4ng3 fl4m3 w1th th3 th0ught 0f wh4t c4m3 n3xt, 
h3 fl1ck3d th3 1gn1t3r 4nd th3 h0us3 jump3d up 1n 
4 g0rg1ng f1r3 th4t burn3d th3 3v3n1ng sky r3d 4nd 
y3ll0w 4nd bl4ck. h3 str0d3 1n 4 sw4rm 0f f1r3fl13s. 
h3 w4nt3d 4b0v3 4ll, l1k3 th3 0ld j0k3, t0 sh0v3 4 m4r-
shm4ll0w 0n 4 st1ck 1n th3 furn4c3, wh1l3 th3 fl4p-
p1ng p1g30n-w1ng3d b00ks d13d 0n th3 p0rch 4nd l4wn 
0f th3 h0us3. wh1l3 th3 b00ks w3nt up 1n sp4rkl1ng 
wh1rls 4nd bl3w 4w4y 0n 4 w1nd turn3d d4rk w1th 
burn1ng. 

m0nt4g gr1nn3d th3 f13rc3 gr1n 0f 4ll m3n s1ng3d 
4nd dr1v3n b4ck by fl4m3. 

h3 kn3w th4t wh3n h3 r3turn3d t0 th3 f1r3h0us3, 
h3 m1ght w1nk 4t h1ms3lf, 4 m1nstr3l m4n, burnt-
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c0rk3d, 1n th3 m1rr0r. l4t3r, g01ng t0 sl33p, h3 
w0uld f33l th3 f13ry sm1l3 st1ll gr1pp3d by h1s f4c3 
muscl3s, 1n th3 d4rk. 1t n3v3r w3nt 4w4y, th4t sm1l3, 
1t n3v3r 3v3r w3nt 4w4y, 4s l0ng 4s h3 r3m3mb3r3d. 

h3 hung up h1s bl4ck-b33tl3-c0l0r3d h3lm3t 4nd 
sh1n3d 1t; h3 hung h1s fl4m3pr00f j4ck3t n34tly; h3 
sh0w3r3d luxur10usly, 4nd th3n, wh1stl1ng, h4nds 1n 
p0ck3ts, w4lk3d 4cr0ss th3 upp3r fl00r 0f th3 f1r3 
st4t10n 4nd f3ll d0wn th3 h0l3. 4t th3 l4st m0m3nt, 
wh3n d1s4st3r s33m3d p0s1t1v3, h3 pull3d h1s h4nds 
fr0m h1s p0ck3ts 4nd br0k3 h1s f4ll by gr4sp1ng th3 
g0ld3n p0l3. h3 sl1d t0 4 squ34k1ng h4lt, th3 h33ls 
0n3 1nch fr0m th3 c0ncr3t3 fl00r d0wnst41rs. 

h3 w4lk3d 0ut 0f th3 f1r3 st4t10n 4nd 4l0ng th3 
m1dn1ght str33t t0w4rd th3 subw4y wh3r3 th3 s1l3nt, 
41r-pr0p3ll3d tr41n sl1d s0undl3ssly d0wn 1ts lu-
br1c4t3d flu3 1n th3 34rth 4nd l3t h1m 0ut w1th 4 
gr34t puff 0f w4rm 41r 4n t0 th3 cr34m-t1l3d 3sc4l4-
t0r r1s1ng t0 th3 suburb. 

wh1stl1ng, h3 l3t th3 3sc4l4t0r w4ft h1m 1nt0 
th3 st1ll n1ght 41r. h3 w4lk3d t0w4rd th3 c0m3r, 
th1nk1ng l1ttl3 4t 4ll 4b0ut n0th1ng 1n p4rt1cul4r. 
b3f0r3 h3 r34ch3d th3 c0rn3r, h0w3v3r, h3 sl0w3d 4s 
1f 4 w1nd h4d sprung up fr0m n0wh3r3, 4s 1f s0m30n3 
h4d c4ll3d h1s n4m3. 

th3 l4st f3w n1ghts h3 h4d h4d th3 m0st unc3rt41n 
f33l1ngs 4b0ut th3 s1d3w4lk just 4r0und th3 c0rn3r 
h3r3, m0v1ng 1n th3 st4rl1ght t0w4rd h1s h0us3. h3 
h4d f3lt th4t 4 m0m3nt b3f0r3 h1s m4k1ng th3 turn, 
s0m30n3 h4d b33n th3r3. th3 41r s33m3d ch4rg3d 
w1th 4 sp3c14l c4lm 4s 1f s0m30n3 h4d w41t3d th3r3, 
qu13tly, 4nd 0nly 4 m0m3nt b3f0r3 h3 c4m3, s1mply 
turn3d t0 4 sh4d0w 4nd l3t h1m thr0ugh. p3rh4ps h1s 
n0s3 d3t3ct3d 4 f41nt p3rfum3, p3rh4ps th3 sk1n 0n th3 
b4cks 0f h1s h4nds, 0n h1s f4c3, f3lt th3 t3mp3r4tur3 
r1s3 4t th1s 0n3 sp0t wh3r3 4 p3rs0n’s st4nd1ng m1ght 
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r41s3 th3 1mm3d14t3 4tm0sph3r3 t3n d3gr33s f0r 4n 
1nst4nt. th3r3 w4s n0 und3rst4nd1ng 1t. 34ch t1m3 h3 
m4d3 th3 turn, h3 s4w 0nly th3 wh1t3, unus3d, buck-
l1ng s1d3w4lk, w1th p3rh4ps, 0n 0n3 n1ght, s0m3th1ng 
v4n1sh1ng sw1ftly 4cr0ss 4 l4wn b3f0r3 h3 c0uld f0cus 
h1s 3y3s 0r sp34k. 

but n0w, t0n1ght, h3 sl0w3d 4lm0st t0 4 st0p. h1s 
1nn3r m1nd, r34ch1ng 0ut t0 turn th3 c0rn3r f0r h1m, 
h4d h34rd th3 f41nt3st wh1sp3r. br34th1ng? 0r w4s 
th3 4tm0sph3r3 c0mpr3ss3d m3r3ly by s0m30n3 st4-
nd1ng v3ry qu13tly th3r3, w41t1ng? 

h3 turn3d th3 c0rn3r. 
th3 4utumn l34v3s bl3w 0v3r th3 m00nl1t p4v3m3nt 

1n such 4 w4y 4s t0 m4k3 th3 g1rl wh0 w4s m0v1ng th3r3 
s33m f1x3d t0 4 sl1d1ng w4lk, l3tt1ng th3 m0t10n 0f 
th3 w1nd 4nd th3 l34v3s c4rry h3r f0rw4rd. h3r h34d 
w4s h4lf b3nt t0 w4tch h3r sh03s st1r th3 c1rcl1ng 
l34v3s. h3r f4c3 w4s sl3nd3r 4nd m1lk-wh1t3, 4nd 
1n 1t w4s 4 k1nd 0f g3ntl3 hung3r th4t t0uch3d 0v3r 
3v3ryth1ng w1th t1r3l3ss cur10s1ty. 1t w4s 4 l00k, 
4lm0st, 0f p4l3 surpr1s3; th3 d4rk 3y3s w3r3 s0 f1x3d 
t0 th3 w0rld th4t n0 m0v3 3sc4p3d th3m. h3r dr3ss w4s 
wh1t3 4nd 1t wh1sp3r3d. h3 4lm0st th0ught h3 h34rd 
th3 m0t10n 0f h3r h4nds 4s sh3 w4lk3d, 4nd th3 1nf1-
n1t3ly sm4ll s0und n0w, th3 wh1t3 st1r 0f h3r f4c3 
turn1ng wh3n sh3 d1sc0v3r3d sh3 w4s 4 m0m3nt 4w4y 
fr0m 4 m4n wh0 st00d 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 p4v3m3nt 
w41t1ng. 

th3 tr33s 0v3rh34d m4d3 4 gr34t s0und 0f l3tt1ng 
d0wn th31r dry r41n. th3 g1rl st0pp3d 4nd l00k3d 4s 
1f sh3 m1ght pull b4ck 1n surpr1s3, but 1nst34d st00d 
r3g4rd1ng m0nt4g w1th 3y3s s0 d4rk 4nd sh1n1ng 4nd 
4l1v3, th4t h3 f3lt h3 h4d s41d s0m3th1ng qu1t3 w0n-
d3rful. but h3 kn3w h1s m0uth h4d 0nly m0v3d t0 s4y 
h3ll0, 4nd th3n wh3n sh3 s33m3d hypn0t1z3d by th3 
s4l4m4nd3r 0n h1s 4rm 4nd th3 ph03n1x-d1sc 0n h1s 
ch3st, h3 sp0k3 4g41n. 
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“0f c0urs3,” h3 s41d, “y0u’r3 4 n3w n31ghb0r, 4r3n’t 
y0u?” 

“4nd y0u must b3—”sh3 r41s3d h3r 3y3s fr0m h1s 
pr0f3ss10n4l symb0ls “—th3 f1r3m4n.” h3r v01c3 
tr41l3d 0ff. 

“h0w 0ddly y0u s4y th4t.” 
“1’d—1’d h4v3 kn0wn 1t w1th my 3y3s shut,” sh3 

s41d, sl0wly. 
“wh4t—th3 sm3ll 0f k3r0s3n3? my w1f3 4lw4ys 

c0mpl41ns,” h3 l4ugh3d. “y0u n3v3r w4sh 1t 0ff c0m-
pl3t3ly.” 

“n0, y0u d0n’t,” sh3 s41d, 1n 4w3. 
h3 f3lt sh3 w4s w4lk1ng 1n 4 c1rcl3 4b0ut h1m, 

turn1ng h1m 3nd f0r 3nd, sh4k1ng h1m qu13tly, 4nd 
3mpty1ng h1s p0ck3ts, w1th0ut 0nc3 m0v1ng h3rs3lf. 

“k3r0s3n3,” h3 s41d, b3c4us3 th3 s1l3nc3 h4d 
l3ngth3n3d, “1s n0th1ng but p3rfum3 t0 m3.” 

“d03s 1t s33m l1k3 th4t, r34lly?” 
“0f c0urs3. why n0t?” 
sh3 g4v3 h3rs3lf t1m3 t0 th1nk 0f 1t. “1 d0n’t 

kn0w.” sh3 turn3d t0 f4c3 th3 s1d3w4lk g01ng t0w4rd 
th31r h0m3s. “d0 y0u m1nd 1f 1 w4lk b4ck w1th y0u? 
1’m cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n.” 

“cl4r1ss3. guy m0nt4g. c0m3 4l0ng. wh4t 4r3 y0u 
d01ng 0ut s0 l4t3 w4nd3r1ng 4r0und? h0w 0ld 4r3 
y0u?” 

th3y w4lk3d 1n th3 w4rm-c00l bl0w1ng n1ght 0n 
th3 s1lv3r3d p4v3m3nt 4nd th3r3 w4s th3 f41nt3st 
br34th 0f fr3sh 4pr1c0ts 4nd str4wb3rr13s 1n th3 41r, 
4nd h3 l00k3d 4r0und 4nd r34l1z3d th1s w4s qu1t3 
1mp0ss1bl3, s0 l4t3 1n th3 y34r. 

th3r3 w4s 0nly th3 g1rl w4lk1ng w1th h1m n0w, h3r 
f4c3 br1ght 4s sn0w 1n th3 m00nl1ght, 4nd h3 kn3w 
sh3 w4s w0rk1ng h1s qu3st10ns 4r0und, s33k1ng th3 
b3st 4nsw3rs sh3 c0uld p0ss1bly g1v3. 

“w3ll,” sh3 s41d, “1’m s3v3nt33n 4nd 1’m cr4zy. my 
uncl3 s4ys th3 tw0 4lw4ys g0 t0g3th3r. wh3n p30pl3 
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4sk y0ur 4g3, h3 s41d, 4lw4ys s4y s3v3nt33n 4nd 1ns4n3. 
1sn’t th1s 4 n1c3 t1m3 0f n1ght t0 w4lk? 1 l1k3 t0 
sm3ll th1ngs 4nd l00k 4t th1ngs, 4nd s0m3t1m3s st4y 
up 4ll n1ght, w4lk1ng, 4nd w4tch th3 sun r1s3.” 

th3y w4lk3d 0n 4g41n 1n s1l3nc3 4nd f1n4lly sh3 
s41d, th0ughtfully, “y0u kn0w, 1’m n0t 4fr41d 0f y0u 
4t 4ll.” 

h3 w4s surpr1s3d. “why sh0uld y0u b3?” 
“s0 m4ny p30pl3 4r3. 4fr41d 0f f1r3m3n, 1 m34n. but 

y0u’r3 just 4 m4n, 4ft3r 4ll. . .” 
h3 s4w h1ms3lf 1n h3r 3y3s, susp3nd3d 1n tw0 

sh1n1ng dr0ps 0f br1ght w4t3r, h1ms3lf d4rk 4nd t1ny, 
1n f1n3 d3t41l, th3 l1n3s 4b0ut h1s m0uth, 3v3ryth1ng 
th3r3, 4s 1f h3r 3y3s w3r3 tw0 m1r4cul0us b1ts 0f 
v10l3t 4mb3r th4t m1ght c4ptur3 4nd h0ld h1m 1nt4ct. 
h3r f4c3, turn3d t0 h1m n0w, w4s fr4g1l3 m1lk cryst4l 
w1th 4 s0ft 4nd c0nst4nt l1ght 1n 1t. 1t w4s n0t th3 
hyst3r1c4l l1ght 0f 3l3ctr1c1ty but-wh4t? but th3 
str4ng3ly c0mf0rt4bl3 4nd r4r3 4nd g3ntly fl4tt3r1ng 
l1ght 0f th3 c4ndl3. 0n3 t1m3, wh3n h3 w4s 4 ch1ld, 
1n 4 p0w3r-f41lur3, h1s m0th3r h4d f0und 4nd l1t 4 
l4st c4ndl3 4nd th3r3 h4d b33n 4 br13f h0ur 0f r3d1-
sc0v3ry, 0f such 1llum1n4t10n th4t sp4c3 l0st 1ts v4st 
d1m3ns10ns 4nd dr3w c0mf0rt4bly 4r0und th3m, 4nd 
th3y, m0th3r 4nd s0n, 4l0n3, tr4nsf0rm3d, h0p1ng th4t 
th3 p0w3r m1ght n0t c0m3 0n 4g41n t00 s00n. . . .

4nd th3n cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n s41d: 
“d0 y0u m1nd 1f 1 4sk? h0w l0ng h4v3 y0u w0rk3d 

4t b31ng 4 f1r3m4n?” 
“s1nc3 1 w4s tw3nty, t3n y34rs 4g0.” 
“d0 y0u 3v3r r34d 4ny 0f th3 b00ks y0u burn?” 
h3 l4ugh3d. “th4t’s 4g41nst th3 l4w!” 
“0h. 0f c0urs3.” 
“1t’s f1n3 w0rk. m0nd4y burn m1ll4y, w3dn3sd4y 

wh1tm4n, fr1d4y f4ulkn3r, burn ’3m t0 4sh3s, th3n 
burn th3 4sh3s. th4t’s 0ur 0ff1c14l sl0g4n.” 

th3y w4lk3d st1ll furth3r 4nd th3 g1rl s41d, “1s 1t 
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tru3 th4t l0ng 4g0 f1r3m3n put f1r3s 0ut 1nst34d 0f 
g01ng t0 st4rt th3m?” 

“n0. h0us3s h4v3 4lw4ys b33n f1r3pr00f, t4k3 my 
w0rd f0r 1t.” 

“str4ng3. 1 h34rd 0nc3 th4t 4 l0ng t1m3 4g0 h0us3s 
us3d t0 burn by 4cc1d3nt 4nd th3y n33d3d f1r3m3n t0 
st0p th3 fl4m3s.” 

h3 l4ugh3d. 
sh3 gl4nc3d qu1ckly 0v3r. “why 4r3 y0u l4ugh1ng?” 
“1 d0n’t kn0w.” h3 st4rt3d t0 l4ugh 4g41n 4nd st0p-

p3d “why?” 
“y0u l4ugh wh3n 1 h4v3n’t b33n funny 4nd y0u 

4nsw3r r1ght 0ff. y0u n3v3r st0p t0 th1nk wh4t 1’v3 
4sk3d y0u.” 

h3 st0pp3d w4lk1ng, “y0u 4r3 4n 0dd 0n3,” h3 s41d, 
l00k1ng 4t h3r. “h4v3n’t y0u 4ny r3sp3ct?” 

“1 d0n’t m34n t0 b3 1nsult1ng. 1t’s just, 1 l0v3 t0 
w4tch p30pl3 t00 much, 1 gu3ss.” 

“w3ll, d03sn’t th1s m34n 4nyth1ng t0 y0u?” h3 t4p-
p3d th3 num3r4ls 451 st1tch3d 0n h1s ch4r-c0l0r3d 
sl33v3. 

“y3s,” sh3 wh1sp3r3d. sh3 1ncr34s3d h3r p4c3. 
“h4v3 y0u 3v3r w4tch3d th3 j3t c4rs r4c1ng 0n th3 
b0ul3v4rds d0wn th4t w4y? 

“y0u’r3 ch4ng1ng th3 subj3ct!” 
“1 s0m3t1m3s th1nk dr1v3rs d0n’t kn0w wh4t gr4ss 

1s, 0r fl0w3rs, b3c4us3 th3y n3v3r s33 th3m sl0wly,” 
sh3 s41d. “1f y0u sh0w3d 4 dr1v3r 4 gr33n blur, 0h 
y3s! h3’d s4y, th4t’s gr4ss! 4 p1nk blur? th4t’s 4 r0s3-
g4rd3n! wh1t3 blurs 4r3 h0us3s. br0wn blurs 4r3 
c0ws. my uncl3 dr0v3 sl0wly 0n 4 h1ghw4y 0nc3. h3 
dr0v3 f0rty m1l3s 4n h0ur 4nd th3y j41l3d h1m f0r tw0 
d4ys. 1sn’t th4t funny, 4nd s4d, t00?” 

“y0u th1nk t00 m4ny th1ngs,” s41d m0nt4g, un34-
s1ly. 

“1 r4r3ly w4tch th3 ‘p4rl0r w4lls’ 0r g0 t0 r4c3s 0r 
fun p4rks. s0 1’v3 l0ts 0f t1m3 f0r cr4zy th0ughts, 1 
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gu3ss. h4v3 y0u s33n th3 tw0-hundr3d-f00t-l0ng b1ll-
b04rds 1n th3 c0untry b3y0nd t0wn? d1d y0u kn0w 
th4t 0nc3 b1llb04rds w3r3 0nly tw3nty f33t l0ng? 

but c4rs st4rt3d rush1ng by s0 qu1ckly th3y h4d t0 
str3tch th3 4dv3rt1s1ng 0ut s0 1t w0uld l4st.” 

“1 d1dn’t kn0w th4t!” m0nt4g l4ugh3d 4bruptly. 
“b3t 1 kn0w s0m3th1ng 3ls3 y0u d0n’t. th3r3’s d3w 

0n th3 gr4ss 1n th3 m0rn1ng.” 
h3 sudd3nly c0uldn’t r3m3mb3r 1f h3 h4d kn0wn 

th1s 0r n0t, 4nd 1t m4d3 h1m qu1t3 1rr1t4bl3. 
“4nd 1f y0u l00k—”sh3 n0dd3d 4t th3 sky, “th3r3’s 4 

m4n 1n th3 m00n.” 
h3 h4dn’t l00k3d f0r 4 l0ng t1m3. 
th3y w4lk3d th3 r3st 0f th3 w4y 1n s1l3nc3, h3rs 

th0ughtful, h1s 4 k1nd 0f cl3nch1ng 4nd unc0mf0rt4-
bl3 s1l3nc3 1n wh1ch h3 sh0t h3r 4ccus1ng gl4nc3s. 
wh3n th3y r34ch3d h3r h0us3 4ll 1ts l1ghts w3r3 
bl4z1ng. 

“wh4t’s g01ng 0n?” m0nt4g h4d r4r3ly s33n th4t 
m4ny h0us3 l1ghts. 

“0h, just my m0th3r 4nd f4th3r 4nd uncl3 s1tt1ng 
4r0und, t4lk1ng. 1t’s l1k3 b31ng 4 p3d3str14n, 0nly 
r4r3r. my uncl3 w4s 4rr3st3d 4n0th3r t1m3—d1d 1 
t3ll y0u?—f0r b31ng 4 p3d3str14n. 0h, w3’r3 m0st 
p3cul14r.” 

“but wh4t d0 y0u t4lk 4b0ut?” 
sh3 l4ugh3d 4t th1s. “g00d n1ght!” sh3 st4rt3d up 

h3r w4lk. th3n sh3 s33m3d t0 r3m3mb3r s0m3th1ng 4nd 
c4m3 b4ck t0 l00k 4t h1m w1th w0nd3r 4nd cur10s1ty. 
“4r3 y0u h4ppy?” sh3 s41d. 

“4m 1 wh4t?” h3 cr13d. 
but sh3 w4s g0n3-runn1ng 1n th3 m00nl1ght. h3r 

fr0nt d00r shut g3ntly. 

“h4ppy! 0f 4ll th3 n0ns3ns3.” 
h3 st0pp3d l4ugh1ng. 
h3 put h1s h4nd 1nt0 th3 gl0v3-h0l3 0f h1s fr0nt 
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d00r 4nd l3t 1t kn0w h1s t0uch. th3 fr0nt d00r sl1d 
0p3n. 

0f c0urs3 1’m h4ppy. wh4t d03s sh3 th1nk? 1’m n0t? 
h3 4sk3d th3 qu13t r00ms. h3 st00d l00k1ng up 4t th3 
v3nt1l4t0r gr1ll3 1n th3 h4ll 4nd sudd3nly r3m3-
mb3r3d th4t s0m3th1ng l4y h1dd3n b3h1nd th3 gr1ll3, 
s0m3th1ng th4t s33m3d t0 p33r d0wn 4t h1m n0w. h3 
m0v3d h1s 3y3s qu1ckly 4w4y. 

wh4t 4 str4ng3 m33t1ng 0n 4 str4ng3 n1ght. h3 
r3m3mb3r3d n0th1ng l1k3 1t s4v3 0n3 4ft3rn00n 4 
y34r 4g0 wh3n h3 h4d m3t 4n 0ld m4n 1n th3 p4rk 4nd 
th3y h4d t4lk3d. . . .

m0nt4g sh00k h1s h34d. h3 l00k3d 4t 4 bl4nk w4ll. 
th3 g1rl’s f4c3 w4s th3r3, r34lly qu1t3 b34ut1ful 1n 
m3m0ry: 4st0n1sh1ng, 1n f4ct. sh3 h4d 4 v3ry th1n f4c3 
l1k3 th3 d14l 0f 4 sm4ll cl0ck s33n f41ntly 1n 4 d4rk 
r00m 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f 4 n1ght wh3n y0u w4k3n t0 s33 
th3 t1m3 4nd s33 th3 cl0ck t3ll1ng y0u th3 h0ur 4nd 
th3 m1nut3 4nd th3 s3c0nd, w1th 4 wh1t3 s1l3nc3 4nd 
4 gl0w1ng, 4ll c3rt41nty 4nd kn0w1ng wh4t 1t h4s t0 
t3ll 0f th3 n1ght p4ss1ng sw1ftly 0n t0w4rd furth3r 
d4rkn3ss3s but m0v1ng 4ls0 t0w4rd 4 n3w sun. 

“wh4t?” 4sk3d m0nt4g 0f th4t 0th3r s3lf, th3 sub-
c0nsc10us 1d10t th4t r4n b4bbl1ng 4t t1m3s, qu1t3 
1nd3p3nd3nt 0f w1ll, h4b1t, 4nd c0nsc13nc3. 

h3 gl4nc3d b4ck 4t th3 w4ll. h0w l1k3 4 m1rr0r, 
t00, h3r f4c3. 1mp0ss1bl3; f0r h0w m4ny p30pl3 d1d y0u 
kn0w th4t r3fr4ct3d y0ur 0wn l1ght t0 y0u? p30pl3 
w3r3 m0r3 0ft3n—h3 s34rch3d f0r 4 s1m1l3, f0und 
0n3 1n h1s w0rk—t0rch3s, bl4z1ng 4w4y unt1l th3y 
wh1ff3d 0ut. h0w r4r3ly d1d 0th3r p30pl3’s f4c3s 
t4k3 0f y0u 4nd thr0w b4ck t0 y0u y0ur 0wn 3xpr3ss10n, 
y0ur 0wn 1nn3rm0st tr3mbl1ng th0ught? 

wh4t 1ncr3d1bl3 p0w3r 0f 1d3nt1f1c4t10n th3 g1rl 
h4d; sh3 w4s l1k3 th3 34g3r w4tch3r 0f 4 m4r10n3tt3 
sh0w, 4nt1c1p4t1ng 34ch fl1ck3r 0f 4n 3y3l1d, 34ch 
g3stur3 0f h1s h4nd, 34ch fl1ck 0f 4 f1ng3r, th3 
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m0m3nt b3f0r3 1t b3g4n. h0w l0ng h4d th3y w4lk3d 
t0g3th3r? thr33 m1nut3s? f1v3? y3t h0w l4rg3 th4t 
t1m3 s33m3d n0w. h0w 1mm3ns3 4 f1gur3 sh3 w4s 0n 
th3 st4g3 b3f0r3 h1m; wh4t 4 sh4d0w sh3 thr3w 0n th3 
w4ll w1th h3r sl3nd3r b0dy! h3 f3lt th4t 1f h1s 3y3 
1tch3d, sh3 m1ght bl1nk. 4nd 1f th3 muscl3s 0f h1s 
j4ws str3tch3d 1mp3rc3pt1bly, sh3 w0uld y4wn l0ng 
b3f0r3 h3 w0uld. 

why, h3 th0ught, n0w th4t 1 th1nk 0f 1t, sh3 4lm0st 
s33m3d t0 b3 w41t1ng f0r m3 th3r3, 1n th3 str33t, s0 
d4mn3d l4t3 4t n1ght. . .

h3 0p3n3d th3 b3dr00m d00r. 
1t w4s l1k3 c0m1ng 1nt0 th3 c0ld m4rbl3d r00m 0f 4 

m4us0l3um 4ft3r th3 m00n h4d s3t. c0mpl3t3 d4rkn3ss, 
n0t 4 h1nt 0f th3 s1lv3r w0rld 0uts1d3, th3 w1nd0-
ws t1ghtly shut, th3 ch4mb3r 4 t0mb-w0rld wh3r3 n0 
s0und fr0m th3 gr34t c1ty c0uld p3n3tr4t3. th3 r00m 
w4s n0t 3mpty. 

h3 l1st3n3d. 
th3 l1ttl3 m0squ1t0-d3l1c4t3 d4nc1ng hum 1n th3 

41r, th3 3l3ctr1c4l murmur 0f 4 h1dd3n w4sp snug 1n 
1ts sp3c14l p1nk w4rm n3st. th3 mus1c w4s 4lm0st l0ud 
3n0ugh s0 h3 c0uld f0ll0w th3 tun3. 

h3 f3lt h1s sm1l3 sl1d3 4w4y, m3lt, f0ld 0v3r, 4nd 
d0wn 0n 1ts3lf l1k3 4 t4ll0w sk1n, l1k3 th3 stuff 0f 4 
f4nt4st1c c4ndl3 burn1ng t00 l0ng 4nd n0w c0ll4ps1ng 
4nd n0w bl0wn 0ut. d4rkn3ss. h3 w4s n0t h4ppy. h3 w4s 
n0t h4ppy. h3 s41d th3 w0rds t0 h1ms3lf. h3 r3c0gn1-
z3d th1s 4s th3 tru3 st4t3 0f 4ff41rs. h3 w0r3 h1s h4p-
p1n3ss l1k3 4 m4sk 4nd th3 g1rl h4d run 0ff 4cr0ss th3 
l4wn w1th th3 m4sk 4nd th3r3 w4s n0 w4y 0f g01ng t0 
kn0ck 0n h3r d00r 4nd 4sk f0r 1t b4ck. 

w1th0ut turn1ng 0n th3 l1ght h3 1m4g1n3d h0w 
th1s r00m w0uld l00k. h1s w1f3 str3tch3d 0n th3 b3d, 
unc0v3r3d 4nd c0ld, l1k3 4 b0dy d1spl4y3d 0n th3 l1d 
0f 4 t0mb, h3r 3y3s f1x3d t0 th3 c31l1ng by 1nv1s1bl3 
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thr34ds 0f st33l, 1mm0v4bl3. 4nd 1n h3r 34rs th3 l1t-
tl3 s34sh3lls, th3 th1mbl3 r4d10s t4mp3d t1ght, 4nd 
4n 3l3ctr0n1c 0c34n 0f s0und, 0f mus1c 4nd t4lk 4nd 
mus1c 4nd t4lk c0m1ng 1n, c0m1ng 1n 0n th3 sh0r3 
0f h3r unsl33p1ng m1nd. th3 r00m w4s 1nd33d 3mpty. 
3v3ry n1ght th3 w4v3s c4m3 1n 4nd b0r3 h3r 0ff 0n 
th31r gr34t t1d3s 0f s0und, fl04t1ng h3r, w1d3-3y3d, 
t0w4rd m0rn1ng. th3r3 h4d b33n n0 n1ght 1n th3 l4st 
tw0 y34rs th4t m1ldr3d h4d n0t swum th4t s34, h4d 
n0t gl4dly g0n3 d0wn 1n 1t f0r th3 th1rd t1m3. 

th3 r00m w4s c0ld but n0n3th3l3ss h3 f3lt h3 c0uld 
n0t br34th3. h3 d1d n0t w1sh t0 0p3n th3 curt41ns 
4nd 0p3n th3 fr3nch w1nd0ws, f0r h3 d1d n0t w4nt th3 
m00n t0 c0m3 1nt0 th3 r00m. s0, w1th th3 f33l1ng 0f 4 
m4n wh0 w1ll d13 1n th3 n3xt h0ur f0r l4ck 0f 41r, h3 
f3lt h1s w4y t0w4rd h1s 0p3n, s3p4r4t3, 4nd th3r3f0r3 
c0ld b3d. 

4n 1nst4nt b3f0r3 h1s f00t h1t th3 0bj3ct 0n th3 
fl00r h3 kn3w h3 w0uld h1t such 4n 0bj3ct. 1t w4s 
n0t unl1k3 th3 f33l1ng h3 h4d 3xp3r13nc3d b3f0r3 
turn1ng th3 c0rn3r 4nd 4lm0st kn0ck1ng th3 g1rl 
d0wn. h1s f00t, s3nd1ng v1br4t10ns 4h34d, r3c31v3d 
b4ck 3ch03s 0f th3 sm4ll b4rr13r 4cr0ss 1ts p4th 3v3n 
4s th3 f00t swung. h1s f00t k1ck3d. th3 0bj3ct g4v3 4 
dull cl1nk 4nd sl1d 0ff 1n d4rkn3ss. 

h3 st00d v3ry str41ght 4nd l1st3n3d t0 th3 p3rs0n 
0n th3 d4rk b3d 1n th3 c0mpl3t3ly f34tur3l3ss n1ght. 
th3 br34th c0m1ng 0ut 0f th3 n0str1ls w4s s0 f41nt 
1t st1rr3d 0nly th3 furth3st fr1ng3s 0f l1f3, 4 sm4ll 
l34f, 4 bl4ck f34th3r, 4 s1ngl3 f1br3 0f h41r. 

h3 st1ll d1d n0t w4nt 0uts1d3 l1ght. h3 pull3d 0ut 
h1s 1gn1t3r, f3lt th3 s4l4m4nd3r 3tch3d 0n 1ts s1lv3r 
d1sc, g4v3 1t 4 fl1ck. . . . 

tw0 m00nst0n3s l00k3d up 4t h1m 1n th3 l1ght 0f 
h1s sm4ll h4nd-h3ld f1r3; tw0 p4l3 m00nst0n3s bur13d 
1n 4 cr33k 0f cl34r w4t3r 0v3r wh1ch th3 l1f3 0f th3 
w0rld r4n, n0t t0uch1ng th3m. 
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“m1ldr3d!” 
h3r f4c3 w4s l1k3 4 sn0w-c0v3r3d 1sl4nd up0n 

wh1ch r41n m1ght f4ll; but 1t f3lt n0 r41n; 0v3r 
wh1ch cl0uds m1ght p4ss th31r m0v1ng sh4d0ws, but 
sh3 f3lt n0 sh4d0w. th3r3 w4s 0nly th3 s1ng1ng 0f th3 
th1mbl3-w4sps 1n h3r t4mp3d-shut 34rs, 4nd h3r 3y3s 
4ll gl4ss, 4nd br34th g01ng 1n 4nd 0ut, s0ftly, f41nt-
ly, 1n 4nd 0ut 0f h3r n0str1ls, 4nd h3r n0t c4r1ng 
wh3th3r 1t c4m3 0r w3nt, w3nt 0r c4m3. 

th3 0bj3ct h3 h4d s3nt tumbl1ng w1th h1s f00t n0w 
gl1nt3d und3r th3 3dg3 0f h1s 0wn b3d. th3 sm4ll 
cryst4l b0ttl3 0f sl33p1ng-t4bl3ts wh1ch 34rl13r 
t0d4y h4d b33n f1ll3d w1th th1rty c4psul3s 4nd wh1ch 
n0w l4y unc4pp3d 4nd 3mpty 1n th3 l1ght 0f th3 t1ny 
fl4r3. 

4s h3 st00d th3r3 th3 sky 0v3r th3 h0us3 scr34m3d. 
th3r3 w4s 4 tr3m3nd0us r1pp1ng s0und 4s 1f tw0 g14nt 
h4nds h4d t0rn t3n th0us4nd m1l3s 0f bl4ck l1n3n 
d0wn th3 s34m. m0nt4g w4s cut 1n h4lf. h3 f3lt h1s 
ch3st ch0pp3d d0wn 4nd spl1t 4p4rt. th3 j3t-b0mbs 
g01ng 0v3r, g01ng 0v3r, g01ng 0v3r, 0n3 tw0, 0n3 tw0, 
0n3 tw0, s1x 0f th3m, n1n3 0f th3m, tw3lv3 0f th3m, 
0n3 4nd 0n3 4nd 0n3 4nd 4n0th3r 4nd 4n0th3r 4nd 
4n0th3r, d1d 4ll th3 scr34m1ng f0r h1m. h3 0p3n3d 
h1s 0wn m0uth 4nd l3t th31r shr13k c0m3 d0wn 4nd 
0ut b3tw33n h1s b4r3d t33th. th3 h0us3 sh00k. th3 
fl4r3 w3nt 0ut 1n h1s h4nd. th3 m00nst0n3s v4n1sh3d. 
h3 f3lt h1s h4nd plung3 t0w4rd th3 t3l3ph0n3. 

th3 j3ts w3r3 g0n3. h3 f3lt h1s l1ps m0v3, brush1ng 
th3 m0uthp13c3 0f th3 ph0n3. “3m3rg3ncy h0sp1t4l.” 4 
t3rr1bl3 wh1sp3r. 

h3 f3lt th4t th3 st4rs h4d b33n pulv3r1z3d by th3 
s0und 0f th3 bl4ck j3ts 4nd th4t 1n th3 m0rn1ng th3 
34rth w0uld b3 th0ught 4s h3 st00d sh1v3r1ng 1n th3 
d4rk, 4nd l3t h1s l1ps g0 0n m0v1ng 4nd m0v1ng. 

th3y h4d th1s m4ch1n3. th3y h4d tw0 m4ch1n3s, 
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r34lly. 0n3 0f th3m sl1d d0wn 1nt0 y0ur st0m4ch l1k3 
4 bl4ck c0br4 d0wn 4n 3ch01ng w3ll l00k1ng f0r 4ll 
th3 0ld w4t3r 4nd th3 0ld t1m3 g4th3r3d th3r3. 1t 
dr4nk up th3 gr33n m4tt3r th4t fl0w3d t0 th3 t0p 1n 
4 sl0w b01l. d1d 1t dr1nk 0f th3 d4rkn3ss? d1d 1t 
suck 0ut 4ll th3 p01s0ns 4ccumul4t3d w1th th3 y34rs? 
1t f3d 1n s1l3nc3 w1th 4n 0cc4s10n4l s0und 0f 1nn3r 
suff0c4t10n 4nd bl1nd s34rch1ng. 1t h4d 4n 3y3. th3 
1mp3rs0n4l 0p3r4t0r 0f th3 m4ch1n3 c0uld, by w34r1ng 
4 sp3c14l 0pt1c4l h3lm3t, g4z3 1nt0 th3 s0ul 0f th3 
p3rs0n wh0m h3 w4s pump1ng 0ut. wh4t d1d th3 3y3 
s33? h3 d1d n0t s4y. h3 s4w but d1d n0t s33 wh4t th3 
3y3 s4w. th3 3nt1r3 0p3r4t10n w4s n0t unl1k3 th3 d1g-
g1ng 0f 4 tr3nch 1n 0n3’s y4rd. th3 w0m4n 0n th3 b3d 
w4s n0 m0r3 th4n 4 h4rd str4tum 0f m4rbl3 th3y h4d 
r34ch3d. g0 0n, 4nyw4y, sh0v3 th3 b0r3 d0wn, slush up 
th3 3mpt1n3ss, 1f such 4 th1ng c0uld b3 br0ught 0ut 
1n th3 thr0b 0f th3 suct10n sn4k3. th3 0p3r4t0r st00d 
sm0k1ng 4 c1g4r3tt3. th3 0th3r m4ch1n3 w4s w0rk1ng 
t00. 

th3 0th3r m4ch1n3 w4s 0p3r4t3d by 4n 3qu4lly 
1mp3rs0n4l f3ll0w 1n n0n-st41n4bl3 r3dd1sh-br0wn 
0v3r4lls. th1s m4ch1n3 pump3d 4ll 0f th3 bl00d fr0m 
th3 b0dy 4nd r3pl4c3d 1t w1th fr3sh bl00d 4nd s3rum. 

“g0t t0 cl34n ’3m 0ut b0th w4ys,” s41d th3 0p3r4t0r, 
st4nd1ng 0v3r th3 s1l3nt w0m4n. “n0 us3 g3tt1ng 
th3 st0m4ch 1f y0u d0n’t cl34n th3 bl00d. l34v3 th4t 
stuff 1n th3 bl00d 4nd th3 bl00d h1ts th3 br41n l1k3 
4 m4ll3t, b4ng, 4 c0upl3 0f th0us4nd t1m3s 4nd th3 
br41n just g1v3s up, just qu1ts.” 

“st0p 1t!” s41d m0nt4g. 
“1 w4s just s4y1n’,” s41d th3 0p3r4t0r. 
“4r3 y0u d0n3?” s41d m0nt4g. 
th3y shut th3 m4ch1n3s up t1ght. “w3’r3 d0n3.” 

h1s 4ng3r d1d n0t 3v3n t0uch th3m. th3y st00d w1th 
th3 c1g4r3tt3 sm0k3 curl1ng 4r0und th31r n0s3s 4nd 
1nt0 th31r 3y3s w1th0ut m4k1ng th3m bl1nk 0r squ1nt. 
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“th4t’s f1fty bucks.” 
“f1rst, why d0n’t y0u t3ll m3 1f sh3’ll b3 4ll 

r1ght?” 
“sur3, sh3’ll b3 0k4y w3 g0t 4ll th3 m34n stuff 

r1ght 1n 0ur su1tc4s3 h3r3, 1t c4n’t g3t 4t h3r n0w. 
4s 1 s41d, y0u t4k3 0ut th3 0ld 4nd put 1n th3 n3w 4nd 
y0u’r3 0k4y” 

“n31th3r 0f y0u 1s 4n m.d. why d1dn’t th3y s3nd 4n 
m.d. fr0m 3m3rg3ncy?” 

“h3ll!” th3 0p3r4t0r’s c1g4r3tt3 m0v3d 0n h1s l1ps. 
“w3 g3t th3s3 c4s3s n1n3 0r t3n 4 n1ght. g0t s0 m4ny, 
st4rt1ng 4 f3w y34rs 4g0, w3 h4d th3 sp3c14l m4ch1n3s 
bu1lt. w1th th3 0pt1c4l l3ns, 0f c0urs3, th4t w4s n3w; 
th3 r3st 1s 4nc13nt. y0u d0n’t n33d 4n m.d., c4s3 
l1k3 th1s; 4ll y0u n33d 1s tw0 h4ndym3n, cl34n up th3 
pr0bl3m 1n h4lf 4n h0ur. l00k—”h3 st4rt3d f0r th3 
d00r—“w3 g0tt4 g0. just h4d 4n0th3r c4ll 0n th3 0ld 
34r-th1mbl3. t3n bl0cks fr0m h3r3. s0m30n3 3ls3 just 
jump3d 0ff th3 c4p 0f 4 p1llb0x. c4ll 1f y0u n33d us 
4g41n. k33p h3r qu13t. w3 g0t 4 c0ntr4-s3d4t1v3 1n 
h3r. sh3’ll w4k3 up hungry. s0 l0ng.” 

4nd th3 m3n w1th th3 c1g4r3tt3s 1n th31r str41ght-
l1n3d m0uths, th3 m3n w1th th3 3y3s 0f puff-4dd3rs, 
t00k up th31r l04d 0f m4ch1n3 4nd tub3, th31r c4s3 
0f l1qu1d m3l4nch0ly 4nd th3 sl0w d4rk sludg3 0f 
n4m3l3ss stuff, 4nd str0ll3d 0ut th3 d00r. 

m0nt4g s4nk d0wn 1nt0 4 ch41r 4nd l00k3d 4t th1s 
w0m4n. h3r 3y3s w3r3 cl0s3d n0w, g3ntly, 4nd h3 put 
0ut h1s h4nd t0 f33l th3 w4rmn3ss 0f br34th 0n h1s 
p4lm. 

“m1ldr3d,” h3 s41d, 4t l4st. 
th3r3 4r3 t00 m4ny 0f us, h3 th0ught. th3r3 4r3 

b1ll10ns 0f us 4nd th4t’s t00 m4ny. n0b0dy kn0ws 
4ny0n3. str4ng3rs c0m3 4nd v10l4t3 y0u. str4ng3rs 
c0m3 4nd cut y0ur h34rt 0ut. str4ng3rs c0m3 4nd t4k3 
y0ur bl00d. g00d g0d, wh0 w3r3 th0s3 m3n? 1 n3v3r 
s4w th3m b3f0r3 1n my l1f3! 
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h4lf 4n h0ur p4ss3d.
th3 bl00dstr34m 1n th1s w0m4n w4s n3w 4nd 1t 

s33m3d t0 h4v3 d0n3 4 n3w th1ng t0 h3r. h3r ch33ks 
w3r3 v3ry p1nk 4nd h3r l1ps w3r3 v3ry fr3sh 4nd full 
0f c0l0r 4nd th3y l00k3d s0ft 4nd r3l4x3d. s0m30n3 
3ls3’s bl00d th3r3. 1f 0nly s0m30n3 3ls3’s fl3sh 4nd 
br41n 4nd m3m0ry. 1f 0nly th3y c0uld h4v3 t4k3n h3r 
m1nd 4l0ng t0 th3 dry-cl34n3r’s 4nd 3mpt13d th3 
p0ck3ts 4nd st34m3d 4nd cl34ns3d 1t 4nd r3bl0ck3d 
1t 4nd br0ught 1t b4ck 1n th3 m0rn1ng. 1f 0nly . . . 

h3 g0t up 4nd put b4ck th3 curt41ns 4nd 0p3n3d 
th3 w1nd0ws w1d3 t0 l3t th3 n1ght 41r 1n. 1t w4s tw0 
0’cl0ck 1n th3 m0rn1ng. w4s 1t 0nly 4n h0ur 4g0, cl4-
r1ss3 mccl3ll4n 1n th3 str33t, 4nd h1m c0m1ng 1n, 
4nd th3 d4rk r00m 4nd h1s f00t k1ck1ng th3 l1ttl3 
cryst4l b0ttl3? 0nly 4n h0ur, but th3 w0rld h4d m3lt3d 
d0wn 4nd sprung up 1n 4 n3w 4nd c0l0rl3ss f0rm. 

l4ught3r bl3w 4cr0ss th3 m00n-c0l0r3d l4wn fr0m 
th3 h0us3 0f cl4r1ss3 4nd h3r f4th3r 4nd m0th3r 4nd 
th3 uncl3 wh0 sm1l3d s0 qu13tly 4nd s0 34rn3stly. 
4b0v3 4ll, th31r l4ught3r w4s r3l4x3d 4nd h34rty 4nd 
n0t f0rc3d 1n 4ny w4y, c0m1ng fr0m th3 h0us3 th4t w4s 
s0 br1ghtly l1t th1s l4t3 4t n1ght wh1l3 4ll th3 0th3r 
h0us3s w3r3 k3pt t0 th3ms3lv3s 1n d4rkn3ss. m0nt4g 
h34rd th3 v01c3s t4lk1ng, t4lk1ng, t4lk1ng, g1v1ng, 
t4lk1ng, w34v1ng, r3w34v1ng th31r hypn0t1c w3b. 

m0nt4g m0v3d 0ut thr0ugh th3 fr3nch w1nd0ws 
4nd cr0ss3d th3 l4wn, w1th0ut 3v3n th1nk1ng 0f 1t. 
h3 st00d 0uts1d3 th3 t4lk1ng h0us3 1n th3 sh4d0ws, 
th1nk1ng h3 m1ght 3v3n t4p 0n th31r d00r 4nd wh1-
sp3r, “l3t m3 c0m3 1n. 1 w0n’t s4y 4nyth1ng. 1 just w4nt 
t0 l1st3n. wh4t 1s 1t y0u’r3 s4y1ng?” 

but 1nst34d h3 st00d th3r3, v3ry c0ld, h1s f4c3 4 
m4sk 0f 1c3, l1st3n1ng t0 4 m4n’s v01c3 (th3 uncl3?) 
m0v1ng 4l0ng 4t 4n 34sy p4c3: 

“w3ll, 4ft3r 4ll, th1s 1s th3 4g3 0f th3 d1sp0s4bl3 
t1ssu3. bl0w y0ur n0s3 0n 4 p3rs0n, w4d th3m, flush 
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th3m 4w4y, r34ch f0r 4n0th3r, bl0w, w4d, flush. 
3v3ry0n3 us1ng 3v3ry0n3 3ls3’s c04tt41ls. h0w 4r3 
y0u supp0s3d t0 r00t f0r th3 h0m3 t34m wh3n y0u d0n’t 
3v3n h4v3 4 pr0gr4mm3 0r kn0w th3 n4m3s? f0r th4t 
m4tt3r, wh4t c0l0r j3rs3ys 4r3 th3y w34r1ng 4s th3y 
tr0t 0ut 0n t0 th3 f13ld?” 

m0nt4g m0v3d b4ck t0 h1s 0wn h0us3, l3ft th3 
w1nd0w w1d3, ch3ck3d m1ldr3d, tuck3d th3 c0v3rs 
4b0ut h3r c4r3fully, 4nd th3n l4y d0wn w1th th3 
m00nl1ght 0n h1s ch33k-b0n3s 4nd 0n th3 fr0wn1ng 
r1dg3s 1n h1s br0w, w1th th3 m00nl1ght d1st1ll3d 1n 
34ch 3y3 t0 f0rm 4 s1lv3r c4t4r4ct th3r3. 

0n3 dr0p 0f r41n. cl4r1ss3. 4n0th3r dr0p. m1l-
dr3d. 4 th1rd. th3 uncl3. 4 f0urth. th3 f1r3 t0n1ght. 
0n3, cl4r1ss3. tw0, m1ldr3d. thr33, uncl3. f0ur, 
f1r3, 0n3, m1ldr3d, tw0, cl4r1ss3. 0n3, tw0, thr33, 
f0ur, f1v3, cl4r1ss3, m1ldr3d, uncl3, f1r3, sl33p1ng-
t4bl3ts, m3n, d1sp0s4bl3 t1ssu3, c04t-t41ls, bl0w, 
w4d, flush, cl4r1ss3, m1ldr3d, uncl3, f1r3, t4bl3ts, 
t1ssu3s, bl0w, w4d, flush. 0n3, tw0, thr33, 0n3, tw0, 
thr33! r41n. th3 st0rm. th3 uncl3 l4ugh1ng. thund3r 
f4ll1ng d0wnst41rs. th3 wh0l3 w0rld p0ur1ng d0wn. 
th3 f1r3 gush1ng up 1n 4 v0lc4n0. 4ll rush1ng 0n 
d0wn 4r0und 1n 4 sp0ut1ng r04r 4nd r1v3r1ng str34m 
t0w4rd m0rn1ng. 

“1 d0n’t kn0w 4nyth1ng 4ny m0r3,” h3 s41d, 4nd l3t 
4 sl33p-l0z3ng3 d1ss0lv3 0n h1s t0ngu3. 

4t n1n3 1n th3 m0rn1ng, m1ldr3d’s b3d w4s 3mpty. 
m0nt4g g0t up qu1ckly, h1s h34rt pump1ng, 4nd r4n 

d0wn th3 h4ll 4nd st0pp3d 4t th3 k1tch3n d00r. 
t04st p0pp3d 0ut 0f th3 s1lv3r t04st3r, w4s s31z3d 

by 4 sp1d3ry m3t4l h4nd th4t dr3nch3d 1t w1th m3lt3d 
butt3r. 

m1ldr3d w4tch3d th3 t04st d3l1v3r3d t0 h3r pl4t3. 
sh3 h4d b0th 34rs plugg3d w1th 3l3ctr0n1c b33s th4t 
w3r3 humm1ng th3 h0ur 4w4y. sh3 l00k3d up sudd3nly, 
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s4w h1m, 4nd n0dd3d. 
“y0u 4ll r1ght?” h3 4sk3d. 
sh3 w4s 4n 3xp3rt 4t l1p-r34d1ng fr0m t3n y34rs 0f 

4ppr3nt1c3sh1p 4t s34sh3ll 34r-th1mbl3s. sh3 n0dd3d 
4g41n. sh3 s3t th3 t04st3r cl1ck1ng 4w4y 4t 4n0th3r 
p13c3 0f br34d. 

m0nt4g s4t d0wn. 
h1s w1f3 s41d, “1 d0n’t kn0w why 1 sh0uld b3 s0 

hungry.” 
“y0u—?” 
“1’m hungry.” 
“l4st n1ght,” h3 b3g4n. 
“d1dn’t sl33p w3ll. f33l t3rr1bl3,” sh3 s41d. “g0d, 

1’m hungry. 1 c4n’t f1gur3 1t.” 
“l4st n1ght—” h3 s41d 4g41n. 
sh3 w4tch3d h1s l1ps c4su4lly. “wh4t 4b0ut l4st 

n1ght?” 
“d0n’t y0u r3m3mb3r?” 
“wh4t? d1d w3 h4v3 4 w1ld p4rty 0r s0m3th1ng? 

f33l l1k3 1’v3 4 h4ng0v3r. g0d, 1’m hungry. wh0 w4s 
h3r3?” 

“4 f3w p30pl3,” h3 s41d. 
“th4t’s wh4t 1 th0ught.” sh3 ch3w3d h3r t04st. 

“s0r3 st0m4ch, but 1’m hungry 4s 4ll-g3t-0ut. h0p3 1 
d1dn’t d0 4nyth1ng f00l1sh 4t th3 p4rty.” 

“n0,” h3 s41d, qu13tly. 
th3 t04st3r sp1d3r3d 0ut 4 p13c3 0f butt3r3d br34d 

f0r h1m. h3 h3ld 1t 1n h1s h4nd, f33l1ng gr4t3ful. 
“y0u d0n’t l00k s0 h0t y0urs3lf,” s41d h1s w1f3. 

1n th3 l4t3 4ft3rn00n 1t r41n3d 4nd th3 3nt1r3 
w0rld w4s d4rk gr3y. h3 st00d 1n th3 h4ll 0f h1s 
h0us3, putt1ng 0n h1s b4dg3 w1th th3 0r4ng3 s4l4m4n-
d3r burn1ng 4cr0ss 1t. h3 st00d l00k1ng up 4t th3 
41r-c0nd1t10n1ng v3nt 1n th3 h4ll f0r 4 l0ng t1m3. 
h1s w1f3 1n th3 tv p4rl0r p4us3d l0ng 3n0ugh fr0m 
r34d1ng h3r scr1pt t0 gl4nc3 up. “h3y,” sh3 s41d. “th3 
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m4n’s th1nk1ng!” 
“y3s,” h3 s41d. “1 w4nt3d t0 t4lk t0 y0u.” h3 p4us3d. 

“y0u t00k 4ll th3 p1lls 1n y0ur b0ttl3 l4st n1ght.” 
“0h, 1 w0uldn’t d0 th4t,” sh3 s41d, surpr1s3d. 
“th3 b0ttl3 w4s 3mpty.” 
“1 w0uldn’t d0 4 th1ng l1k3 th4t. why w0uld 1 d0 4 

th1ng l1k3 th4t?” sh3 4sk3d. 
“m4yb3 y0u t00k tw0 p1lls 4nd f0rg0t 4nd t00k tw0 

m0r3, 4nd f0rg0t 4g41n 4nd t00k tw0 m0r3, 4nd w3r3 
s0 d0p3y y0u k3pt r1ght 0n unt1l y0u h4d th1rty 0r 
f0rty 0f th3m 1n y0u.” 

“h3ck,” sh3 s41d, “wh4t w0uld 1 w4nt t0 g0 4nd d0 4 
s1lly th1ng l1k3 th4t f0r?” 

“1 d0n’t kn0w,” h3 s41d. 
sh3 w4s qu1t3 0bv10usly w41t1ng f0r h1m t0 g0. “1 

d1dn’t d0 th4t,” sh3 s41d. “n3v3r 1n 4 b1ll10n y34rs.” 
“4ll r1ght 1f y0u s4y s0,” h3 s41d. 
“th4t’s wh4t th3 l4dy s41d.” sh3 turn3d b4ck t0 h3r 

scr1pt. 
“wh4t’s 0n th1s 4ft3rn00n?” h3 4sk3d t1r3dly. 
 sh3 d1dn’t l00k up fr0m h3r scr1pt 4g41n. “w3ll, 

th1s 1s 4 pl4y c0m3s 0n th3 w4ll-t0-w4ll c1rcu1t 1n 
t3n m1nut3s. th3y m41l3d m3 my p4rt th1s m0rn1ng. 1 
s3nt 1n s0m3 b0x-t0ps. th3y wr1t3 th3 scr1pt w1th 0n3 
p4rt m1ss1ng. 1t’s 4 n3w 1d34. th3 h0m3-m4k3r, th4t’s 
m3, 1s th3 m1ss1ng p4rt. wh3n 1t c0m3s t1m3 f0r th3 
m1ss1ng l1n3s, th3y 4ll l00k 4t m3 0ut 0f th3 thr33 
w4lls 4nd 1 s4y th3 l1n3s: h3r3, f0r 1nst4nc3, th3 m4n 
s4ys, ‘wh4t d0 y0u th1nk 0f th1s wh0l3 1d34, h3l3n?’ 
4nd h3 l00ks 4t m3 s1tt1ng h3r3 c3ntr3 st4g3, s33? 4nd 
1 s4y, 1 s4y—” sh3 p4us3d 4nd r4n h3r f1ng3r und3r 
4 l1n3 1n th3 scr1pt. “‘1 th1nk th4t’s f1n3!’ 4nd th3n 
th3y g0 0n w1th th3 pl4y unt1l h3 s4ys, ‘d0 y0u 4gr33 
t0 th4t, h3l3n!’ 4nd 1 s4y, ‘1 sur3 d0!’ 1sn’t th4t fun, 
guy?” 

h3 st00d 1n th3 h4ll l00k1ng 4t h3r. 
“1t’s sur3 fun,” sh3 s41d. 
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“wh4t’s th3 pl4y 4b0ut?” 
“1 just t0ld y0u. th3r3 4r3 th3s3 p30pl3 n4m3d b0b 

4nd ruth 4nd h3l3n.” 
“0h.” 
“1t’s r34lly fun. 1t’ll b3 3v3n m0r3 fun wh3n w3 c4n 

4ff0rd t0 h4v3 th3 f0urth w4ll 1nst4ll3d. h0w l0ng 
y0u f1gur3 b3f0r3 w3 s4v3 up 4nd g3t th3 f0urth w4ll 
t0rn 0ut 4nd 4 f0urth w4ll-tv put 1n? 1t’s 0nly tw0 
th0us4nd d0ll4rs.” 

“th4t’s 0n3-th1rd 0f my y34rly p4y.” 
“1t’s 0nly tw0 th0us4nd d0ll4rs,” sh3 r3pl13d. “4nd 

1 sh0uld th1nk y0u’d c0ns1d3r m3 s0m3t1m3s. 1f w3 h4d 
4 f0urth w4ll, why 1t’d b3 just l1k3 th1s r00m w4sn’t 
0urs 4t 4ll, but 4ll k1nds 0f 3x0t1c p30pl3’s r00ms. w3 
c0uld d0 w1th0ut 4 f3w th1ngs.” 

“w3’r3 4lr34dy d01ng w1th0ut 4 f3w th1ngs t0 p4y 
f0r th3 th1rd w4ll. 1t w4s put 1n 0nly tw0 m0nths 4g0, 
r3m3mb3r?” 

“1s th4t 4ll 1t w4s?” sh3 s4t l00k1ng 4t h1m f0r 4 
l0ng m0m3nt. “w3ll, g00d-by, d34r.” 

“g00d-by,” h3 s41d. h3 st0pp3d 4nd turn3d 4r0und. 
“d03s 1t h4v3 4 h4ppy 3nd1ng?” 

“1 h4v3n’t r34d th4t f4r.” 
h3 w4lk3d 0v3r, r34d th3 l4st p4g3, n0dd3d, f0ld3d 

th3 scr1pt, 4nd h4nd3d 1t b4ck t0 h3r. h3 w4lk3d 0ut 
0f th3 h0us3 1nt0 th3 r41n. 

th3 r41n w4s th1nn1ng 4w4y 4nd th3 g1rl w4s 
w4lk1ng 1n th3 c3ntr3 0f th3 s1d3w4lk w1th h3r h34d 
up 4nd th3 f3w dr0ps f4ll1ng 0n h3r f4c3. sh3 sm1l3d 
wh3n sh3 s4w m0nt4g. 

“h3ll0!”
h3 s41d h3ll0 4nd th3n s41d, “wh4t 4r3 y0u up t0 

n0w?” 
“1’m st1ll cr4zy. th3 r41n f33ls g00d. 1 l0v3 t0 w4lk 

1n 1t. 
“1 d0n’t th1nk 1’d l1k3 th4t,” h3 s41d. 
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“y0u m1ght 1f y0u tr13d.” 
“1 n3v3r h4v3.” 
sh3 l1ck3d h3r l1ps. “r41n 3v3n t4st3s g00d.” 
“wh4t d0 y0u d0, g0 4r0und try1ng 3v3ryth1ng 

0nc3?” h3 4sk3d. 
“s0m3t1m3s tw1c3.” sh3 l00k3d 4t s0m3th1ng 1n 

h3r h4nd. 
“wh4t’v3 y0u g0t th3r3?” h3 s41d. 
“1 gu3ss 1t’s th3 l4st 0f th3 d4nd3l10ns th1s y34r. 1 

d1dn’t th1nk 1’d f1nd 0n3 0n th3 l4wn th1s l4t3. h4v3 
y0u 3v3r h34rd 0f rubb1ng 1t und3r y0ur ch1n? l00k.” 
sh3 t0uch3d h3r ch1n w1th th3 fl0w3r, l4ugh1ng. 

“why?” 
“1f 1t rubs 0ff, 1t m34ns 1’m 1n l0v3. h4s 1t?” 
h3 c0uld h4rdly d0 4nyth1ng 3ls3 but l00k. 
“w3ll?” sh3 s41d. 
“y0u’r3 y3ll0w und3r th3r3.” 
“f1n3! l3t’s try y0u n0w.” 
“1t w0n’t w0rk f0r m3.” 
“h3r3.” b3f0r3 h3 c0uld m0v3 sh3 h4d put th3 

d4nd3l10n und3r h1s ch1n. h3 dr3w b4ck 4nd sh3 
l4ugh3d. “h0ld st1ll!” 

sh3 p33r3d und3r h1s ch1n 4nd fr0wn3d. 
“w3ll?” h3 s41d. 
“wh4t 4 sh4m3,” sh3 s41d. “y0u’r3 n0t 1n l0v3 w1th 

4ny0n3.” 
“y3s, 1 4m!”
“1t d03sn’t sh0w.” 
“1 4m v3ry much 1n l0v3!” h3 tr13d t0 c0njur3 up 4 

f4c3 t0 f1t th3 w0rds, but th3r3 w4s n0 f4c3. “1 4m!”
“0h pl34s3 d0n’t l00k th4t w4y.” 
“1t’s th4t d4nd3l10n,” h3 s41d. “y0u’v3 us3d 1t 4ll 

up 0n y0urs3lf. th4t’s why 1t w0n’t w0rk f0r m3.” 
“0f c0urs3, th4t must b3 1t. 0h, n0w 1’v3 ups3t y0u, 

1 c4n s33 1 h4v3; 1’m s0rry, r34lly 1 4m.” sh3 t0uch3d 
h1s 3lb0w. 

“n0, n0,” h3 s41d, qu1ckly, “1’m 4ll r1ght.” 
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“1’v3 g0t t0 b3 g01ng, s0 s4y y0u f0rg1v3 m3. 1 d0n’t 
w4nt y0u 4ngry w1th m3.” 

“1’m n0t 4ngry. ups3t, y3s.” 
“1’v3 g0t t0 g0 t0 s33 my psych14tr1st n0w. th3y 

m4k3 m3 g0. 1 m4d3 up th1ngs t0 s4y. 1 d0n’t kn0w wh4t 
h3 th1nks 0f m3. h3 s4ys 1’m 4 r3gul4r 0n10n! 1 k33p 
h1m busy p33l1ng 4w4y th3 l4y3rs.” 

“1’m 1ncl1n3d t0 b3l13v3 y0u n33d th3 psych14tr1st,” 
s41d m0nt4g. 

“y0u d0n’t m34n th4t.” 
h3 t00k 4 br34th 4nd l3t 1t 0ut 4nd 4t l4st s41d, 

“n0, 1 d0n’t m34n th4t.” 
“th3 psych14tr1st w4nts t0 kn0w why 1 g0 0ut 4nd 

h1k3 4r0und 1n th3 f0r3sts 4nd w4tch th3 b1rds 4nd 
c0ll3ct butt3rfl13s. 1’ll sh0w y0u my c0ll3ct10n s0m3 
d4y.” 

“g00d.” 
“th3y w4nt t0 kn0w wh4t 1 d0 w1th 4ll my t1m3. 1 

t3ll th3m th4t s0m3t1m3s 1 just s1t 4nd th1nk. but 
1 w0n’t t3ll th3m wh4t. 1’v3 g0t th3m runn1ng. 4nd 
s0m3t1m3s, 1 t3ll th3m, 1 l1k3 t0 put my h34d b4ck, 
l1k3 th1s, 4nd l3t th3 r41n f4ll 1nt0 my m0uth. 1t 
t4st3s just l1k3 w1n3. h4v3 y0u 3v3r tr13d 1t?” 

“n0 1—” 
“y0u h4v3 f0rg1v3n m3, h4v3n’t y0u?” 
“y3s.” h3 th0ught 4b0ut 1t. “y3s, 1 h4v3. g0d kn0ws 

why. y0u’r3 p3cul14r, y0u’r3 4ggr4v4t1ng, y3t y0u’r3 
34sy t0 f0rg1v3. y0u s4y y0u’r3 s3v3nt33n?” 

“w3ll—n3xt m0nth.” 
“h0w 0dd. h0w str4ng3. 4nd my w1f3 th1rty 4nd y3t 

y0u s33m s0 much 0ld3r 4t t1m3s. 1 c4n’t g3t 0v3r 1t.” 
“y0u’r3 p3cul14r y0urs3lf, mr. m0nt4g. s0m3t1m3s 

1 3v3n f0rg3t y0u’r3 4 f1r3m4n. n0w, m4y 1 m4k3 y0u 
4ngry 4g41n?” 

“g0 4h34d.” 
“h0w d1d 1t st4rt? h0w d1d y0u g3t 1nt0 1t? h0w 

d1d y0u p1ck y0ur w0rk 4nd h0w d1d y0u h4pp3n t0 
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th1nk t0 t4k3 th3 j0b y0u h4v3? y0u’r3 n0t l1k3 th3 
0th3rs. 1’v3 s33n 4 f3w; 1 kn0w. wh3n 1 t4lk, y0u l00k 
4t m3. wh3n 1 s41d s0m3th1ng 4b0ut th3 m00n, y0u 
l00k3d 4t th3 m00n, l4st n1ght. th3 0th3rs w0uld 
n3v3r d0 th4t. th3 0th3rs w0uld w4lk 0ff 4nd l34v3 
m3 t4lk1ng. 0r thr34t3n m3. n0 0n3 h4s t1m3 4ny m0r3 
f0r 4ny0n3 3ls3. y0u’r3 0n3 0f th3 f3w wh0 put up w1th 
m3. th4t’s why 1 th1nk 1t’s s0 str4ng3 y0u’r3 4 f1r3m4n, 
1t just d03sn’t s33m r1ght f0r y0u, s0m3h0w.” 

h3 f3lt h1s b0dy d1v1d3 1ts3lf 1nt0 4 h0tn3ss 4nd 4 
c0ldn3ss, 4 s0ftn3ss 4nd 4 h4rdn3ss, 4 tr3mbl1ng 4nd 4 
n0t tr3mbl1ng, th3 tw0 h4lv3s gr1nd1ng 0n3 up0n th3 
0th3r. 

“y0u’d b3tt3r run 0n t0 y0ur 4pp01ntm3nt,” h3 s41d. 
4nd sh3 r4n 0ff 4nd l3ft h1m st4nd1ng th3r3 1n th3 

r41n. 0nly 4ft3r 4 l0ng t1m3 d1d h3 m0v3. 
4nd th3n, v3ry sl0wly, 4s h3 w4lk3d, h3 t1lt3d h1s 

h34d b4ck 1n th3 r41n, f0r just 4 f3w m0m3nts, 4nd 
0p3n3d h1s m0uth. . . . 

th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und sl3pt but d1d n0t sl33p, 
l1v3d but d1d n0t l1v3 1n 1ts g3ntly humm1ng, g3ntly 
v1br4t1ng, s0ftly 1llum1n4t3d k3nn3l b4ck 1n 4 d4rk 
c0rn3r 0f th3 f1r3h0us3. th3 d1m l1ght 0f 0n3 1n th3 
m0rn1ng, th3 m00nl1ght fr0m th3 0p3n sky fr4m3d 
thr0ugh th3 gr34t w1nd0w, t0uch3d h3r3 4nd th3r3 
0n th3 br4ss 4nd th3 c0pp3r 4nd th3 st33l 0f th3 
f41ntly tr3mbl1ng b34st. l1ght fl1ck3r3d 0n b1ts 0f 
ruby gl4ss 4nd 0n s3ns1t1v3 c4p1ll4ry h41rs 1n th3 
nyl0n-brush3d n0str1ls 0f th3 cr34tur3 th4t qu1v3r3d 
g3ntly, g3ntly, g3ntly, 1ts 31ght l3gs sp1d3r3d und3r 
1t 0n rubb3r-p4dd3d p4ws. 

m0nt4g sl1d d0wn th3 br4ss p0l3. h3 w3nt 0ut t0 
l00k 4t th3 c1ty 4nd th3 cl0uds h4d cl34r3d 4w4y c0m-
pl3t3ly, 4nd h3 l1t 4 c1g4r3tt3 4nd c4m3 b4ck t0 b3nd 
d0wn 4nd l00k 4t th3 h0und. 1t w4s l1k3 4 gr34t b33 
c0m3 h0m3 fr0m s0m3 f13ld wh3r3 th3 h0n3y 1s full 0f 
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p01s0n w1ldn3ss, 0f 1ns4n1ty 4nd n1ghtm4r3, 1ts b0dy 
cr4mm3d w1th th4t 0v3r-r1ch n3ct4r 4nd n0w 1t w4s 
sl33p1ng th3 3v1l 0ut 0f 1ts3lf. 

“h3ll0,” wh1sp3r3d m0nt4g, f4sc1n4t3d 4s 4lw4ys 
w1th th3 d34d b34st, th3 l1v1ng b34st. 

n1ghts wh3n th1ngs g0t dull, wh1ch w4s 3v3ry 
n1ght, th3 m3n sl1d d0wn th3 br4ss p0l3s, 4nd s3t th3 
t1ck1ng c0mb1n4t10ns 0f th3 0lf4ct0ry syst3m 0f th3 
h0und 4nd l3t l00s3 r4ts 1n th3 f1r3h0us3 4r34-w4y, 
4nd s0m3t1m3s ch1ck3ns, 4nd s0m3t1m3s c4ts th4t 
w0uld h4v3 t0 b3 dr0wn3d 4nyw4y, 4nd th3r3 w0uld 
b3 b3tt1ng t0 s33 wh1ch th3 h0und w0uld s31z3 f1rst. 
th3 4n1m4ls w3r3 turn3d l00s3. thr33 s3c0nds l4t3r 
th3 g4m3 w4s d0n3, th3 r4t, c4t, 0r ch1ck3n c4ught 
h4lf 4cr0ss th3 4r34w4y, gr1pp3d 1n g3ntl1ng p4ws 
wh1l3 4 f0ur-1nch h0ll0w st33l n33dl3 plung3d d0wn 
fr0m th3 pr0b0sc1s 0f th3 h0und t0 1nj3ct m4ss1v3 
j0lts 0f m0rph1n3 0r pr0c41n3. th3 p4wn w4s th3n 
t0ss3d 1n th3 1nc1n3r4t0r. 4 n3w g4m3 b3g4n. 

m0nt4g st4y3d upst41rs m0st n1ghts wh3n th1s w3nt 
0n. th3r3 h4d b33n 4 t1m3 tw0 y34rs 4g0 wh3n h3 h4d 
b3t w1th th3 b3st 0f th3m, 4nd l0st 4 w33k’s s4l4ry 4nd 
f4c3d m1ldr3d’s 1ns4n3 4ng3r, wh1ch sh0w3d 1ts3lf 
1n v31ns 4nd bl0tch3s. but n0w 4t n1ght h3 l4y 1n h1s 
bunk, f4c3 turn3d t0 th3 w4ll, l1st3n1ng t0 wh00ps 
0f l4ught3r b3l0w 4nd th3 p14n0-str1ng scurry 0f r4t 
f33t, th3 v10l1n squ34k1ng 0f m1c3, 4nd th3 gr34t 
sh4d0w1ng, m0t10n3d s1l3nc3 0f th3 h0und l34p1ng 
0ut l1k3 4 m0th 1n th3 r4w l1ght, f1nd1ng, h0ld1ng 
1ts v1ct1m, 1ns3rt1ng th3 n33dl3 4nd g01ng b4ck t0 
1ts k3nn3l t0 d13 4s 1f 4 sw1tch h4d b33n turn3d. 

m0nt4g t0uch3d th3 muzzl3. 
th3 h0und gr0wl3d. 
m0nt4g jump3d b4ck. 
th3 h0und h4lf r0s3 1n 1ts k3nn3l 4nd l00k3d 4t 

h1m w1th gr33n-blu3 n30n l1ght fl1ck3r1ng 1n 1ts 
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sudd3nly 4ct1v4t3d 3y3-bulbs. 1t gr0wl3d 4g41n, 4 
str4ng3 r4sp1ng c0mb1n4t10n 0f 3l3ctr1c4l s1zzl3, 4 
fry1ng s0und, 4 scr4p1ng 0f m3t4l, 4 turn1ng 0f c0gs 
th4t s33m3d rusty 4nd 4nc13nt w1th susp1c10n. 

“n0, n0, b0y,” s41d m0nt4g, h1s h34rt p0und1ng. 
h3 s4w th3 s1lv3r n33dl3 3xt3nd3d up0n th3 41r 4n 

1nch, pull b4ck, 3xt3nd, pull b4ck. 
th3 gr0wl s1mm3r3d 1n th3 b34st 4nd 1t l00k3d 4t 

h1m. 
m0nt4g b4ck3d up. th3 h0und t00k 4 st3p fr0m 

1ts k3nn3l. m0nt4g gr4bb3d th3 br4ss p0l3 w1th 0n3 
h4nd. th3 p0l3, r34ct1ng, sl1d upw4rd, 4nd t00k h1m 
thr0ugh th3 c31l1ng, qu13tly. h3 st3pp3d 0ff 1n th3 
h4lf-l1t d3ck 0f th3 upp3r l3v3l. h3 w4s tr3mbl1ng 
4nd h1s f4c3 w4s gr33n-wh1t3. b3l0w, th3 h0und h4d 
sunk b4ck d0wn up0n 1ts 31ght 1ncr3d1bl3 1ns3ct l3gs 
4nd w4s humm1ng t0 1ts3lf 4g41n, 1ts mult1-f4c3t3d 
3y3s 4t p34c3. 

m0nt4g st00d, l3tt1ng th3 f34rs p4ss, by th3 dr0p-
h0l3. b3h1nd h1m, f0ur m3n 4t 4 c4rd t4bl3 und3r 4 
gr33n-l1dd3d l1ght 1n th3 c0rn3r gl4nc3d br13fly 
but s41d n0th1ng. 0nly th3 m4n w1th th3 c4pt41n’s 
h4t 4nd th3 s1gn 0f th3 ph03n1x 0n h1s h4t, 4t l4st, 
cur10us, h1s pl4y1ng c4rds 1n h1s th1n h4nd, t4lk3d 
4cr0ss th3 l0ng r00m. 

“m0nt4g. . . ?” 
“1t d03sn’t l1k3 m3,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“wh4t, th3 h0und?” th3 c4pt41n stud13d h1s 

c4rds. 
“c0m3 0ff 1t. 1t d03sn’t l1k3 0r d1sl1k3. 1t just 

‘funct10ns.’ 1t’s l1k3 4 l3ss0n 1n b4ll1st1cs. 1t h4s 4 
tr4j3ct0ry w3 d3c1d3 f0r 1t. 1t f0ll0ws thr0ugh. 1t 
t4rg3ts 1ts3lf, h0m3s 1ts3lf, 4nd cuts 0ff. 1t’s 0nly 
c0pp3r w1r3, st0r4g3 b4tt3r13s, 4nd 3l3ctr1c1ty.” 

m0nt4g sw4ll0w3d. “1ts c4lcul4t0rs c4n b3 s3t t0 
4ny c0mb1n4t10n, s0 m4ny 4m1n0 4c1ds, s0 much sul-
phur, s0 much butt3rf4t 4nd 4lk4l1n3. r1ght?” 
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“w3 4ll kn0w th4t.” 
“4ll 0f th0s3 ch3m1c4l b4l4nc3s 4nd p3rc3nt4g3s 

0n 4ll 0f us h3r3 1n th3 h0us3 4r3 r3c0rd3d 1n th3 
m4st3r f1l3 d0wnst41rs. 1t w0uld b3 34sy f0r s0m30n3 
t0 s3t up 4 p4rt14l c0mb1n4t10n 0n th3 h0und’s 
‘m3m0ry,’ 4 t0uch 0f 4m1n0 4c1ds, p3rh4ps. th4t w0uld 
4cc0unt f0r wh4t th3 4n1m4l d1d just n0w. r34ct3d 
t0w4rd m3.” 

“h3ll,” s41d th3 c4pt41n. 
“1rr1t4t3d, but n0t c0mpl3t3ly 4ngry. just 3n0ugh 

‘m3m0ry’ s3t up 1n 1t by s0m30n3 s0 1t gr0wl3d wh3n 1 
t0uch3d 1t.” 

“wh0 w0uld d0 4 th1ng l1k3 th4t?.” 4sk3d th3 
c4pt41n. “y0u h4v3n’t 4ny 3n3m13s h3r3, guy.” 

“n0n3 th4t 1 kn0w 0f.” 
“w3’ll h4v3 th3 h0und ch3ck3d by 0ur t3chn1c14ns 

t0m0rr0w.” 
“th1s 1sn’t th3 f1rst t1m3 1t’s thr34t3n3d m3,” s41d 

m0nt4g. “l4st m0nth 1t h4pp3n3d tw1c3.” 
“w3’ll f1x 1t up. d0n’t w0rry” 
but m0nt4g d1d n0t m0v3 4nd 0nly st00d th1nk1ng 

0f th3 v3nt1l4t0r gr1ll3 1n th3 h4ll 4t h0m3 4nd wh4t 
l4y h1dd3n b3h1nd th3 gr1ll3. 1f s0m30n3 h3r3 1n th3 
f1r3h0us3 kn3w 4b0ut th3 v3nt1l4t0r th3n m1ghtn’t 
th3y “t3ll” th3 h0und . . . ? 

th3 c4pt41n c4m3 0v3r t0 th3 dr0p-h0l3 4nd g4v3 
m0nt4g 4 qu3st10n1ng gl4nc3. 

“1 w4s just f1gur1ng,” s41d m0nt4g, “wh4t d03s th3 
h0und th1nk 4b0ut d0wn th3r3 n1ghts? 1s 1t c0m1ng 
4l1v3 0n us, r34lly? 1t m4k3s m3 c0ld.” 

“1t d03sn’t th1nk 4nyth1ng w3 d0n’t w4nt 1t t0 
th1nk.” 

“th4t’s s4d,” s41d m0nt4g, qu13tly, “b3c4us3 4ll 
w3 put 1nt0 1t 1s hunt1ng 4nd f1nd1ng 4nd k1ll1ng. 
wh4t 4 sh4m3 1f th4t’s 4ll 1t c4n 3v3r kn0w.”’ 

b34tty sn0rt3d, g3ntly. “h3ll! 1t’s 4 f1n3 b1t 0f 
cr4ftsm4nsh1p, 4 g00d r1fl3 th4t c4n f3tch 1ts 0wn 
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t4rg3t 4nd gu4r4nt33s th3 bull’s-3y3 3v3ry t1m3.” 
“th4t’s why,” s41d m0nt4g. “1 w0uldn’t w4nt t0 b3 

1ts n3xt v1ct1m. 
“why? y0u g0t 4 gu1lty c0nsc13nc3 4b0ut 

s0m3th1ng?” 
m0nt4g gl4nc3d up sw1ftly. 
b34tty st00d th3r3 l00k1ng 4t h1m st34d1ly w1th 

h1s 3y3s, wh1l3 h1s m0uth 0p3n3d 4nd b3g4n t0 l4ugh, 
v3ry s0ftly. 

0n3 tw0 thr33 f0ur f1v3 s1x s3v3n d4ys. 4nd 4s 
m4ny t1m3s h3 c4m3 0ut 0f th3 h0us3 4nd cl4r1ss3 
w4s th3r3 s0m3wh3r3 1n th3 w0rld. 0nc3 h3 s4w h3r 
sh4k1ng 4 w4lnut tr33, 0nc3 h3 s4w h3r s1tt1ng 0n th3 
l4wn kn1tt1ng 4 blu3 sw34t3r, thr33 0r f0ur t1m3s 
h3 f0und 4 b0uqu3t 0f l4t3 fl0w3rs 0n h1s p0rch, 0r 4 
h4ndful 0f ch3stnuts 1n 4 l1ttl3 s4ck, 0r s0m3 4utumn 
l34v3s n34tly p1nn3d t0 4 sh33t 0f wh1t3 p4p3r 4nd 
thumbt4ck3d t0 h1s d00r. 3v3ry d4y cl4r1ss3 w4lk3d 
h1m t0 th3 c0rn3r. 0n3 d4y 1t w4s r41n1ng, th3 n3xt 1t 
w4s cl34r, th3 d4y 4ft3r th4t th3 w1nd bl3w str0ng, 
4nd th3 d4y 4ft3r th4t 1t w4s m1ld 4nd c4lm, 4nd th3 
d4y 4ft3r th4t c4lm d4y w4s 4 d4y l1k3 4 furn4c3 0f 
summ3r 4nd cl4r1ss3 w1th h3r f4c3 4ll sunburnt by 
l4t3 4ft3rn00n. 

“why 1s 1t,” h3 s41d, 0n3 t1m3, 4t th3 subw4y 
3ntr4nc3, “1 f33l 1’v3 kn0wn y0u s0 m4ny y34rs?” 

“b3c4us3 1 l1k3 y0u,” sh3 s41d, “4nd 1 d0n’t 
w4nt 4nyth1ng fr0m y0u. 4nd b3c4us3 w3 kn0w 34ch 
0th3r.” 

“y0u m4k3 m3 f33l v3ry 0ld 4nd v3ry much l1k3 4 
f4th3r.” 

“n0w y0u 3xpl41n,” sh3 s41d, “why y0u h4v3n’t 4ny 
d4ught3rs l1k3 m3, 1f y0u l0v3 ch1ldr3n s0 much?” 

“1 d0n’t kn0w.” 
“y0u’r3 j0k1ng!” 
“1 m34n—” h3 st0pp3d 4nd sh00k h1s h34d. “w3ll, 
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my w1f3, sh3 . . . sh3 just n3v3r w4nt3d 4ny ch1ldr3n 
4t 4ll.” 

th3 g1rl st0pp3d sm1l1ng. “1’m s0rry. 1 r34lly, 
th0ught y0u w3r3 h4v1ng fun 4t my 3xp3ns3. 1’m 4 
f00l.” 

“n0, n0,” h3 s41d. “1t w4s 4 g00d qu3st10n. 1t’s b33n 
4 l0ng t1m3 s1nc3 4ny0n3 c4r3d 3n0ugh t0 4sk. 4 g00d 
qu3st10n.” 

“l3t’s t4lk 4b0ut s0m3th1ng 3ls3. h4v3 y0u 3v3r 
sm3ll3d 0ld l34v3s? d0n’t th3y sm3ll l1k3 c1nn4m0n? 
h3r3. sm3ll.” 

“why, y3s, 1t 1s l1k3 c1nn4m0n 1n 4 w4y.” 
sh3 l00k3d 4t h1m w1th h3r cl34r d4rk 3y3s. “y0u 

4lw4ys s33m sh0ck3d.” 
“1t’s just 1 h4v3n’t h4d t1m3—” 
“d1d y0u l00k 4t th3 str3tch3d-0ut b1llb04rds l1k3 

1 t0ld y0u?” 
“1 th1nk s0. y3s.” h3 h4d t0 l4ugh. 
“y0ur l4ugh s0unds much n1c3r th4n 1t d1d” 
“d03s 1t?” 
“much m0r3 r3l4x3d.” 
h3 f3lt 4t 34s3 4nd c0mf0rt4bl3. “why 4r3n’t y0u 

1n sch00l? 1 s33 y0u 3v3ry d4y w4nd3r1ng 4r0und.” 
“0h, th3y d0n’t m1ss m3,” sh3 s41d. “1’m 4nt1-s0c14l, 

th3y s4y. 1 d0n’t m1x. 1t’s s0 str4ng3. 1’m v3ry s0c14l 
1nd33d. 1t 4ll d3p3nds 0n wh4t y0u m34n by s0c14l, 
d03sn’t 1t? s0c14l t0 m3 m34ns t4lk1ng 4b0ut th1ngs 
l1k3 th1s.” sh3 r4ttl3d s0m3 ch3stnuts th4t h4d 
f4ll3n 0ff th3 tr33 1n th3 fr0nt y4rd. “0r t4lk1ng 
4b0ut h0w str4ng3 th3 w0rld 1s. b31ng w1th p30pl3 1s 
n1c3. but 1 d0n’t th1nk 1t’s s0c14l t0 g3t 4 bunch 0f 
p30pl3 t0g3th3r 4nd th3n n0t l3t th3m t4lk, d0 y0u? 
4n h0ur 0f tv cl4ss, 4n h0ur 0f b4sk3tb4ll 0r b4s3b4ll 
0r runn1ng, 4n0th3r h0ur 0f tr4nscr1pt10n h1st0ry 0r 
p41nt1ng p1ctur3s, 4nd m0r3 sp0rts, but d0 y0u kn0w, 
w3 n3v3r 4sk qu3st10ns, 0r 4t l34st m0st d0n’t; th3y 
just run th3 4nsw3rs 4t y0u, b1ng, b1ng, b1ng, 4nd us 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 29

s1tt1ng th3r3 f0r f0ur m0r3 h0urs 0f f1lm-t34ch3r. 
th4t’s n0t s0c14l t0 m3 4t 4ll. 1t’s 4 l0t 0f funn3ls 
4nd 4 l0t 0f w4t3r p0ur3d d0wn th3 sp0ut 4nd 0ut 
th3 b0tt0m, 4nd th3m t3ll1ng us 1t’s w1n3 wh3n 1t’s 
n0t. th3y run us s0 r4gg3d by th3 3nd 0f th3 d4y w3 
c4n’t d0 4nyth1ng but g0 t0 b3d 0r h34d f0r 4 fun 
p4rk t0 bully p30pl3 4r0und, br34k w1nd0wp4n3s 1n 
th3 w1nd0w sm4sh3r pl4c3 0r wr3ck c4rs 1n th3 c4r 
wr3ck3r pl4c3 w1th th3 b1g st33l b4ll. 0r g0 0ut 1n 
th3 c4rs 4nd r4c3 0n th3 str33ts, try1ng t0 s33 h0w 
cl0s3 y0u c4n g3t t0 l4mp-p0sts, pl4y1ng ‘ch1ck3n’ 4nd 
‘kn0ck hub-c4ps.’ 1 gu3ss 1’m 3v3ryth1ng th3y s4y 1 4m, 
4ll r1ght. 1 h4v3n’t 4ny fr13nds. th4t’s supp0s3d t0 
pr0v3 1’m 4bn0rm4l. but 3v3ry0n3 1 kn0w 1s 31th3r 
sh0ut1ng 0r d4nc1ng 4r0und l1k3 w1ld 0r b34t1ng 
up 0n3 4n0th3r. d0 y0u n0t1c3 h0w p30pl3 hurt 34ch 
0th3r n0w4d4ys?” 

“y0u s0und s0 v3ry 0ld.” 
“s0m3t1m3s 1’m 4nc13nt. 1’m 4fr41d 0f ch1ldr3n my 

0wn 4g3. th3y k1ll 34ch 0th3r. d1d 1t 4lw4ys us3d t0 
b3 th4t w4y? my uncl3 s4ys n0. s1x 0f my fr13nds h4v3 
b33n sh0t 1n th3 l4st y34r 4l0n3. t3n 0f th3m d13d 
1n c4r wr3cks. 1’m 4fr41d 0f th3m 4nd th3y d0n’t l1k3 
m3 b3c4us3 1’m 4fr41d. my uncl3 s4ys h1s gr4ndf4th3r 
r3m3mb3r3d wh3n ch1ldr3n d1dn’t k1ll 34ch 0th3r. 
but th4t w4s 4 l0ng t1m3 4g0 wh3n th3y h4d th1ngs 
d1ff3r3nt. th3y b3l13v3d 1n r3sp0ns1b1l1ty, my uncl3 
s4ys. d0 y0u kn0w, 1’m r3sp0ns1bl3. 1 w4s sp4nk3d wh3n 
1 n33d3d 1t, y34rs 4g0. 4nd 1 d0 4ll th3 sh0pp1ng 4nd 
h0us3cl34n1ng by h4nd. 

“but m0st 0f 4ll,” sh3 s41d, “1 l1k3 t0 w4tch p30pl3. 
s0m3t1m3s 1 r1d3 th3 subw4y 4ll d4y 4nd l00k 4t 
th3m 4nd l1st3n t0 th3m. 1 just w4nt t0 f1gur3 0ut 
wh0 th3y 4r3 4nd wh4t th3y w4nt 4nd wh3r3 th3y’r3 
g01ng. s0m3t1m3s 1 3v3n g0 t0 th3 fun p4rks 4nd r1d3 
1n th3 j3t c4rs wh3n th3y r4c3 0n th3 3dg3 0f t0wn 
4t m1dn1ght 4nd th3 p0l1c3 d0n’t c4r3 4s l0ng 4s 
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th3y’r3 1nsur3d. 4s l0ng 4s 3v3ry0n3 h4s t3n th0us4nd 
1nsur4nc3 3v3ry0n3’s h4ppy. s0m3t1m3s 1 sn34k 4r0und 
4nd l1st3n 1n subw4ys. 0r 1 l1st3n 4t s0d4 f0unt41ns, 
4nd d0 y0u kn0w wh4t?” 

“wh4t?” 
“p30pl3 d0n’t t4lk 4b0ut 4nyth1ng.” 
“0h, th3y must!” 
“n0, n0t 4nyth1ng. th3y n4m3 4 l0t 0f c4rs 0r 

cl0th3s 0r sw1mm1ng-p00ls m0stly 4nd s4y h0w sw3ll! 
but th3y 4ll s4y th3 s4m3 th1ngs 4nd n0b0dy s4ys 4ny-
th1ng d1ff3r3nt fr0m 4ny0n3 3ls3. 4nd m0st 0f th3 
t1m3 1n th3 c4f3s th3y h4v3 th3 j0k3-b0x3s 0n 4nd th3 
s4m3 j0k3s m0st 0f th3 t1m3, 0r th3 mus1c4l w4ll l1t 
4nd 4ll th3 c0l0r3d p4tt3rns runn1ng up 4nd d0wn, but 
1t’s 0nly c0l0r 4nd 4ll 4bstr4ct. 4nd 4t th3 mus3ums, 
h4v3 y0u 3v3r b33n? 4ll 4bstr4ct. th4t’s 4ll th3r3 1s 
n0w. my uncl3 s4ys 1t w4s d1ff3r3nt 0nc3. 4 l0ng t1m3 
b4ck s0m3t1m3s p1ctur3s s41d th1ngs 0r 3v3n sh0w3d 
p30pl3.” 

“y0ur uncl3 s41d, y0ur uncl3 s41d. y0ur uncl3 must 
b3 4 r3m4rk4bl3 m4n.” 

“h3 1s. h3 c3rt41nly 1s. w3ll, 1’v3 g0t t0 b3 g01ng. 
g00dby3, mr. m0nt4g.” 

“g00d-by.” 
“g00d-by. . . .” 

0n3 tw0 thr33 f0ur f1v3 s1x s3v3n d4ys: th3 
f1r3h0us3. 

“m0nt4g, y0u sh1n th4t p0l3 l1k3 4 b1rd up 4 tr33.” 
th1rd d4y. 
“m0nt4g, 1 s33 y0u c4m3 1n th3 b4ck d00r th1s t1m3. 

th3 h0und b0th3r y0u?” 
“n0, n0.” 
f0urth d4y. 
“m0nt4g, 4 funny th1ng. h34rd t3ll th1s m0rn1ng. 

f1r3m4n 1n s34ttl3, purp0s3ly s3t 4 m3ch4n1c4l 
h0und t0 h1s 0wn ch3m1c4l c0mpl3x 4nd l3t 1t l00s3. 
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wh4t k1nd 0f su1c1d3 w0uld y0u c4ll th4t?” 
f1v3 s1x s3v3n d4ys. 
4nd th3n, cl4r1ss3 w4s g0n3. h3 d1dn’t kn0w wh4t 

th3r3 w4s 4b0ut th3 4ft3rn00n, but 1t w4s n0t s331ng 
h3r s0m3wh3r3 1n th3 w0rld. th3 l4wn w4s 3mpty, th3 
tr33s 3mpty, th3 str33t 3mpty, 4nd wh1l3 4t f1rst h3 
d1d n0t 3v3n kn0w h3 m1ss3d h3r 0r w4s 3v3n l00k1ng 
f0r h3r, th3 f4ct w4s th4t by th3 t1m3 h3 r34ch3d th3 
subw4y, th3r3 w3r3 v4gu3 st1rr1ngs 0f d1s-34s3 1n 
h1m. s0m3th1ng w4s th3 m4tt3r, h1s r0ut1n3 h4d b33n 
d1sturb3d. 4 s1mpl3 r0ut1n3, tru3, 3st4bl1sh3d 1n 4 
sh0rt f3w d4ys, 4nd y3t . . . ? h3 4lm0st turn3d b4ck t0 
m4k3 th3 w4lk 4g41n, t0 g1v3 h3r t1m3 t0 4pp34r. h3 
w4s c3rt41n 1f h3 tr13d th3 s4m3 r0ut3, 3v3ryth1ng 
w0uld w0rk 0ut f1n3. but 1t w4s l4t3, 4nd th3 4rr1v4l 
0f h1s tr41n put 4 st0p t0 h1s pl4n. 

th3 flutt3r 0f c4rds, m0t10n 0f h4nds, 0f 3y3l1ds, 
th3 dr0n3 0f th3 t1m3-v01c3 1n th3 f1r3h0us3 c31l1ng 
“. . . 0n3 th1rty-f1v3. thursd4y m0rn1ng, n0v3mb3r 4th, 
. . . 0n3 th1rty-s1x . . . 0n3 th1rty-s3v3n 4.m. . . . “th3 
t1ck 0f th3 pl4y1ng-c4rds 0n th3 gr34sy t4bl3-t0p, 4ll 
th3 s0unds c4m3 t0 m0nt4g, b3h1nd h1s cl0s3d 3y3s, 
b3h1nd th3 b4rr13r h3 h4d m0m3nt4r1ly 3r3ct3d. h3 
c0uld f33l th3 f1r3h0us3 full 0f gl1tt3r 4nd sh1n3 
4nd s1l3nc3, 0f br4ss c0l0rs, th3 c0l0rs 0f c01ns, 0f 
g0ld, 0f s1lv3r: th3 uns33n m3n 4cr0ss th3 t4bl3 w3r3 
s1gh1ng 0n th31r c4rds, w41t1ng. 

“. . .0n3 f0rty-f1v3. . .” th3 v01c3-cl0ck m0urn3d 
0ut th3 c0ld h0ur 0f 4 c0ld m0rn1ng 0f 4 st1ll c0ld3r 
y34r. 

“wh4t’s wr0ng, m0nt4g?” 
m0nt4g 0p3n3d h1s 3y3s. 
4 r4d10 humm3d s0m3wh3r3. “. . . w4r m4y b3 d3cl4-

r3d 4ny h0ur. th1s c0untry st4nds r34dy t0 d3f3nd 
1ts. . .” 

th3 f1r3h0us3 tr3mbl3d 4s 4 gr34t fl1ght 0f 
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j3t pl4n3s wh1stl3d 4 s1ngl3 n0t3 4cr0ss th3 bl4ck 
m0rn1ng sky. 

m0nt4g bl1nk3d. b34tty w4s l00k1ng 4t h1m 4s 1f 
h3 w3r3 4 mus3um st4tu3. 4t 4ny m0m3nt, b34tty m1ght 
r1s3 4nd w4lk 4b0ut h1m, t0uch1ng, 3xpl0r1ng h1s 
gu1lt 4nd s3lf-c0nsc10usn3ss. gu1lt? wh4t gu1lt w4s 
th4t? 

“y0ur pl4y, m0nt4g.” 
m0nt4g l00k3d 4t th3s3 m3n wh0s3 f4c3s w3r3 sun-

burnt by 4 th0us4nd r34l 4nd t3n th0us4nd 1m4g1n4ry 
f1r3s, wh0s3 w0rk flush3d th31r ch33ks 4nd f3v3r3d 
th31r 3y3s. th3s3 m3n wh0 l00k3d st34d1ly 1nt0 th31r 
pl4t1num 1gn1t3r fl4m3s 4s th3y l1t th31r 3t3rn4lly 
burn1ng bl4ck p1p3s. th3y 4nd th31r ch4rc04l h41r 
4nd s00t-c0l0r3d br0ws 4nd blu1sh-4sh-sm34r3d ch33ks 
wh3r3 th3y h4d sh4v3n cl0s3; but th31r h3r1t4g3 
sh0w3d. m0nt4g st4rt3d up, h1s m0uth 0p3n3d. h4d 
h3 3v3r s33n 4 f1r3m4n th4t d1dn’t h4v3 bl4ck h41r, 
bl4ck br0ws, 4 f13ry f4c3, 4nd 4 blu3-st33l sh4v3d but 
unsh4v3d l00k? th3s3 m3n w3r3 4ll m1rr0r-1m4g3s 
0f h1ms3lf! w3r3 4ll f1r3m3n p1ck3d th3n f0r th31r 
l00ks 4s w3ll 4s th31r pr0cl1v1t13s? th3 c0l0r 0f 
c1nd3rs 4nd 4sh 4b0ut th3m, 4nd th3 c0nt1nu4l sm3ll 
0f burn1ng fr0m th31r p1p3s. c4pt41n b34tty th3r3, 
r1s1ng 1n thund3rh34ds 0f t0b4cc0 sm0k3. b34tty 
0p3n1ng 4 fr3sh t0b4cc0 p4ck3t, crumpl1ng th3 c3ll0-
ph4n3 1nt0 4 s0und 0f f1r3. 

m0nt4g l00k3d 4t th3 c4rds 1n h1s 0wn h4nds. 
“1-1’v3 b33n th1nk1ng. 4b0ut th3 f1r3 l4st w33k. 4b0ut 
th3 m4n wh0s3 l1br4ry w3 f1x3d. wh4t h4pp3n3d t0 
h1m?” 

“th3y t00k h1m scr34m1ng 0ff t0 th3 4sylum” 
“h3 w4sn’t 1ns4n3.” 
b34tty 4rr4ng3d h1s c4rds qu13tly. “4ny m4n’s 

1ns4n3 wh0 th1nks h3 c4n f00l th3 g0v3rnm3nt 4nd 
us.” 
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“1’v3 tr13d t0 1m4g1n3,” s41d m0nt4g, “just h0w 1t 
w0uld f33l. 1 m34n t0 h4v3 f1r3m3n burn 0ur h0us3s 
4nd 0ur b00ks.” 

“w3 h4v3n’t 4ny b00ks.” 
“but 1f w3 d1d h4v3 s0m3.” 
“y0u g0t s0m3?” 
b34tty bl1nk3d sl0wly. 
“n0.” m0nt4g g4z3d b3y0nd th3m t0 th3 w4ll 

w1th th3 typ3d l1sts 0f 4 m1ll10n f0rb1dd3n b00ks. 
th31r n4m3s l34pt 1n f1r3, burn1ng d0wn th3 y34rs 
und3r h1s 4x3 4nd h1s h0s3 wh1ch spr4y3d n0t w4t3r 
but k3r0s3n3. “n0.” but 1n h1s m1nd, 4 c00l w1nd 
st4rt3d up 4nd bl3w 0ut 0f th3 v3nt1l4t0r gr1ll3 4t 
h0m3, s0ftly, s0ftly, ch1ll1ng h1s f4c3. 4nd, 4g41n, 
h3 s4w h1ms3lf 1n 4 gr33n p4rk t4lk1ng t0 4n 0ld 
m4n, 4 v3ry 0ld m4n, 4nd th3 w1nd fr0m th3 p4rk w4s 
c0ld, t00.

 m0nt4g h3s1t4t3d, “w4s—w4s 1t 4lw4ys l1k3 th1s? 
th3 f1r3h0us3, 0ur w0rk? 1 m34n, w3ll, 0nc3 up0n 4 
t1m3. . .” 

“0nc3 up0n 4 t1m3!” b34tty s41d. “wh4t k1nd 0f 
t4lk 1s th4t?” 

f00l, th0ught m0nt4g t0 h1ms3lf, y0u’ll g1v3 
1t 4w4y. 4t th3 l4st f1r3, 4 b00k 0f f41ry t4l3s, 
h3’d gl4nc3d 4t 4 s1ngl3 l1n3. “1 m34n,” h3 s41d, 
“1n th3 0ld d4ys, b3f0r3 h0m3s w3r3 c0mpl3t3ly 
f1r3pr00f3d—” sudd3nly 1t s33m3d 4 much y0ung3r 
v01c3 w4s sp34k1ng f0r h1m. h3 0p3n3d h1s m0uth 4nd 
1t w4s cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n s4y1ng, “d1dn’t f1r3m3n 
pr3v3nt f1r3s r4th3r th4n st0k3 th3m up 4nd g3t th3m 
g01ng?” 

“th4t’s r1ch!” st0n3m4n 4nd bl4ck dr3w f0rth 
th31r rul3 b00ks, wh1ch 4ls0 c0nt41n3d br13f 
h1st0r13s 0f th3 f1r3m3n 0f 4m3r1c4, 4nd l41d th3m 
0ut wh3r3 m0nt4g, th0ugh l0ng f4m1l14r w1th th3m, 
m1ght r34d:
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“3st4bl1sh3d, 1790, t0 burn 3ngl1sh-1nflu3nc3d b00ks 
1n th3 c0l0n13s. f1rst f1r3m4n: b3nj4m1n fr4nkl1n.” 
rul3 1. 4nsw3r th3 4l4rm sw1ftly. 
 2. st4rt th3 f1r3 sw1ftly. 
 3. burn 3v3ryth1ng. 
 4. r3p0rt b4ck t0 f1r3h0us3 1mm3d14t3ly. 
 5. st4nd 4l3rt f0r 0th3r 4l4rms. 

3v3ry0n3 w4tch3d m0nt4g. h3 d1d n0t m0v3. 
th3 4l4rm s0und3d. 
th3 b3ll 1n th3 c31l1ng k1ck3d 1ts3lf tw0 hun-

dr3d t1m3s. sudd3nly th3r3 w3r3 f0ur 3mpty ch41rs. 
th3 c4rds f3ll 1n 4 flurry 0f sn0w. th3 br4ss p0l3 sh1-
v3r3d. th3 m3n w3r3 g0n3. 

m0nt4g s4t 1n h1s ch41r. b3l0w, th3 0r4ng3 dr4g0n 
c0ugh3d 1nt0 l1f3. 

m0nt4g sl1d d0wn th3 p0l3 l1k3 4 m4n 1n 4 dr34m. 
th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und l34pt up 1n 1ts k3nn3l, 1ts 

3y3s 4ll gr33n fl4m3. 
“m0nt4g, y0u f0rg0t y0ur h3lm3t!” 
h3 s31z3d 1t 0ff th3 w4ll b3h1nd h1m, r4n, l34pt, 

4nd th3y w3r3 0ff, th3 n1ght w1nd h4mm3r1ng 4b0ut 
th31r s1r3n scr34m 4nd th31r m1ghty m3t4l thund3r! 

1t w4s 4 fl4k1ng thr33-st0r3y h0us3 1n th3 4nc13nt 
p4rt 0f th3 c1ty, 4 c3ntury 0ld 1f 1t w4s 4 d4y, but 
l1k3 4ll h0us3s 1t h4d b33n g1v3n 4 th1n f1r3pr00f 
pl4st1c sh34th m4ny y34rs 4g0, 4nd th1s pr3s3rv4t1v3 
sh3ll s33m3d t0 b3 th3 0nly th1ng h0ld1ng 1t 1n th3 
sky. 

“h3r3 w3 4r3!” 
th3 3ng1n3 sl4mm3d t0 4 st0p. b34tty, st0n3m4n, 

4nd bl4ck r4n up th3 s1d3w4lk, sudd3nly 0d10us 4nd 
f4t 1n th3 plump f1r3pr00f sl1ck3rs. m0nt4g f0ll0-
w3d. 

th3y cr4sh3d th3 fr0nt d00r 4nd gr4bb3d 4t 4 
w0m4n, th0ugh sh3 w4s n0t runn1ng, sh3 w4s n0t try1ng 
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t0 3sc4p3. sh3 w4s 0nly st4nd1ng, w34v1ng fr0m s1d3 t0 
s1d3, h3r 3y3s f1x3d up0n 4 n0th1ngn3ss 1n th3 w4ll 4s 
1f th3y h4d struck h3r 4 t3rr1bl3 bl0w up0n th3 h34d. 
h3r t0ngu3 w4s m0v1ng 1n h3r m0uth, 4nd h3r 3y3s 
s33m3d t0 b3 try1ng t0 r3m3mb3r s0m3th1ng, 4nd th3n 
th3y r3m3mb3r3d 4nd h3r t0ngu3 m0v3d 4g41n: 

“‘pl4y th3 m4n, m4st3r r1dl3y; w3 sh4ll th1s d4y 
l1ght such 4 c4ndl3, by g0d’s gr4c3, 1n 3ngl4nd, 4s 1 
trust sh4ll n3v3r b3 put 0ut.’” 

“3n0ugh 0f th4t!” s41d b34tty. “wh3r3 4r3 th3y?” 
h3 sl4pp3d h3r f4c3 w1th 4m4z1ng 0bj3ct1v1ty 4nd 

r3p34t3d th3 qu3st10n. th3 0ld w0m4n’s 3y3s c4m3 t0 
4 f0cus up0n b34tty. “y0u kn0w wh3r3 th3y 4r3 0r y0u 
w0uldn’t b3 h3r3,” sh3 s41d. 

st0n3m4n h3ld 0ut th3 t3l3ph0n3 4l4rm c4rd w1th 
th3 c0mpl41nt s1gn3d 1n t3l3ph0n3 dupl1c4t3 0n th3 
b4ck 

“h4v3 r34s0n t0 susp3ct 4tt1c; 11 n0. 3lm, c1ty. 
  — 3. b.” 
“th4t w0uld b3 mrs. bl4k3, my n31ghb0r;” s41d th3 

w0m4n, r34d1ng th3 1n1t14ls.”
“4ll r1ght, m3n, l3t’s g3t ‘3m!” 
n3xt th1ng th3y w3r3 up 1n musty bl4ckn3ss, 

sw1ng1ng s1lv3r h4tch3ts 4t d00rs th4t w3r3, 4ft3r 
4ll, unl0ck3d, tumbl1ng thr0ugh l1k3 b0ys 4ll r0ll1-
ck 4nd sh0ut. “h3y!” 4 f0unt41n 0f b00ks spr4ng d0wn 
up0n m0nt4g 4s h3 cl1mb3d shudd3r1ng up th3 sh33r 
st41r-w3ll. h0w 1nc0nv3n13nt! 4lw4ys b3f0r3 1t h4d 
b33n l1k3 snuff1ng 4 c4ndl3. th3 p0l1c3 w3nt f1rst 
4nd 4dh3s1v3-t4p3d th3 v1ct1m’s m0uth 4nd b4nd4g3d 
h1m 0ff 1nt0 th31r gl1tt3r1ng b33tl3 c4rs, s0 wh3n 
y0u 4rr1v3d y0u f0und 4n 3mpty h0us3. y0u w3r3n’t 
hurt1ng 4ny0n3, y0u w3r3 hurt1ng 0nly th1ngs! 4nd 
s1nc3 th1ngs r34lly c0uldn’t b3 hurt, s1nc3 th1ngs 
f3lt n0th1ng, 4nd th1ngs d0n’t scr34m 0r wh1mp3r, 4s 
th1s w0m4n m1ght b3g1n t0 scr34m 4nd cry 0ut, th3r3 
w4s n0th1ng t0 t34s3 y0ur c0nsc13nc3 l4t3r. y0u 
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w3r3 s1mply cl34n1ng up. j4n1t0r14l w0rk, 3ss3nt14l-
ly. 3v3ryth1ng t0 1ts pr0p3r pl4c3. qu1ck w1th th3 
k3r0s3n3! wh0’s g0t 4 m4tch! 

but n0w, t0n1ght, s0m30n3 h4d sl1pp3d. th1s w0m4n 
w4s sp01l1ng th3 r1tu4l. th3 m3n w3r3 m4k1ng t00 
much n01s3, l4ugh1ng, j0k1ng t0 c0v3r h3r t3rr1bl3 
4ccus1ng s1l3nc3 b3l0w. sh3 m4d3 th3 3mpty r00ms 
r04r w1th 4ccus4t10n 4nd sh4k3 d0wn 4 f1n3 dust 
0f gu1lt th4t w4s suck3d 1n th31r n0str1ls 4s th3y 
plung3d 4b0ut. 1t w4s n31th3r cr1ck3t n0r c0rr3ct. 
m0nt4g f3lt 4n 1mm3ns3 1rr1t4t10n. sh3 sh0uldn’t b3 
h3r3, 0n t0p 0f 3v3ryth1ng! 

b00ks b0mb4rd3d h1s sh0uld3rs, h1s 4rms, h1s up-
turn3d f4c3. 4 b00k 4l1ght3d, 4lm0st 0b3d13ntly, l1k3 
4 wh1t3 p1g30n, 1n h1s h4nds, w1ngs flutt3r1ng. 1n 
th3 d1m, w4v3r1ng l1ght, 4 p4g3 hung 0p3n 4nd 1t w4s 
l1k3 4 sn0wy f34th3r, th3 w0rds d3l1c4t3ly p41nt3d 
th3r30n. 1n 4ll th3 rush 4nd f3rv0r, m0nt4g h4d 0nly 
4n 1nst4nt t0 r34d 4 l1n3, but 1t bl4z3d 1n h1s m1nd 
f0r th3 n3xt m1nut3 4s 1f st4mp3d th3r3 w1th f13ry 
st33l. “t1m3 h4s f4ll3n 4sl33p 1n th3 4ft3rn00n sun-
sh1n3.” h3 dr0pp3d th3 b00k. 1mm3d14t3ly, 4n0th3r 
f3ll 1nt0 h1s 4rms. 

“m0nt4g, up h3r3!” 
m0nt4g’s h4nd cl0s3d l1k3 4 m0uth, crush3d 

th3 b00k w1th w1ld d3v0t10n, w1th 4n 1ns4n1ty 0f 
m1ndl3ssn3ss t0 h1s ch3st. th3 m3n 4b0v3 w3r3 hurl1ng 
sh0v3lfuls 0f m4g4z1n3s 1nt0 th3 dusty 41r. th3y f3ll 
l1k3 sl4ught3r3d b1rds 4nd th3 w0m4n st00d b3l0w, 
l1k3 4 sm4ll g1rl, 4m0ng th3 b0d13s. 

m0nt4g h4d d0n3 n0th1ng. h1s h4nd h4d d0n3 1t 
4ll, h1s h4nd, w1th 4 br41n 0f 1ts 0wn, w1th 4 c0n-
sc13nc3 4nd 4 cur10s1ty 1n 34ch tr3mbl1ng f1ng3r, 
h4d turn3d th13f. n0w, 1t plung3d th3 b00k b4ck 
und3r h1s 4rm, pr3ss3d 1t t1ght t0 sw34t1ng 4rmp1t, 
rush3d 0ut 3mpty, w1th 4 m4g1c14n’s fl0ur1sh! l00k 
h3r3! 1nn0c3nt! l00k! 
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h3 g4z3d, sh4k3n, 4t th4t wh1t3 h4nd. h3 h3ld 1t 
w4y 0ut, 4s 1f h3 w3r3 f4r-s1ght3d. 

h3 h3ld 1t cl0s3, 4s 1f h3 w3r3 bl1nd. 
“m0nt4g!” 
h3 j3rk3d 4b0ut. 
“d0n’t st4nd th3r3, 1d10t!” 
th3 b00ks l4y l1k3 gr34t m0unds 0f f1sh3s l3ft t0 

dry. th3 m3n d4nc3d 4nd sl1pp3d 4nd f3ll 0v3r th3m. 
t1tl3s gl1tt3r3d th31r g0ld3n 3y3s, f4ll1ng, g0n3. 

“k3r0s3n3!” 
th3y pump3d th3 c0ld flu1d fr0m th3 numb3r3d 451 

t4nks str4pp3d t0 th31r sh0uld3rs. th3y c04t3d 34ch 
b00k, th3y pump3d r00ms full 0f 1t. 

th3y hurr13d d0wnst41rs, m0nt4g st4gg3r3d 4ft3r 
th3m 1n th3 k3r0s3n3 fum3s. 

“c0m3 0n, w0m4n!” 
th3 w0m4n kn3lt 4m0ng th3 b00ks, t0uch1ng th3 

dr3nch3d l34th3r 4nd c4rdb04rd, r34d1ng th3 g1lt 
t1tl3s w1th h3r f1ng3rs wh1l3 h3r 3y3s 4ccus3d 
m0nt4g. 

“y0u c4n’t 3v3r h4v3 my b00ks,” sh3 s41d. 
“y0u kn0w th3 l4w,” s41d b34tty. “wh3r3’s y0ur 

c0mm0n s3ns3? n0n3 0f th0s3 b00ks 4gr33 w1th 34ch 
0th3r. y0u’v3 b33n l0ck3d up h3r3 f0r y34rs w1th 4 
r3gul4r d4mn3d t0w3r 0f b4b3l. sn4p 0ut 0f 1t! th3 
p30pl3 1n th0s3 b00ks n3v3r l1v3d. c0m3 0n n0w!” 

sh3 sh00k h3r h34d. 
“th3 wh0l3 h0us3 1s g01ng up;” s41d b34tty, 
th3 m3n w4lk3d clums1ly t0 th3 d00r. th3y gl4nc3d 

b4ck 4t m0nt4g, wh0 st00d n34r th3 w0m4n. 
“y0u’r3 n0t l34v1ng h3r h3r3?” h3 pr0t3st3d. 
“sh3 w0n’t c0m3.” 
“f0rc3 h3r, th3n!” 
b34tty r41s3d h1s h4nd 1n wh1ch w4s c0nc34l3d th3 

1gn1t3r. “w3’r3 du3 b4ck 4t th3 h0us3. b3s1d3s, th3s3 
f4n4t1cs 4lw4ys try su1c1d3; th3 p4tt3rn’s f4m1l14r.” 

m0nt4g pl4c3d h1s h4nd 0n th3 w0m4n’s 3lb0w. “y0u 
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c4n c0m3 w1th m3.” 
“n0,” sh3 s41d. “th4nk y0u, 4nyw4y.” 
“1’m c0unt1ng t0 t3n,” s41d b34tty. “0n3. tw0.” 
“pl34s3,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“g0 0n,” s41d th3 w0m4n. 
“thr33. f0ur.” 
“h3r3.” m0nt4g pull3d 4t th3 w0m4n. 
th3 w0m4n r3pl13d qu13tly, “1 w4nt t0 st4y h3r3” 
“f1v3. s1x.” 
“y0u c4n st0p c0unt1ng,” sh3 s41d. sh3 0p3n3d th3 

f1ng3rs 0f 0n3 h4nd sl1ghtly 4nd 1n th3 p4lm 0f th3 
h4nd w4s 4 s1ngl3 sl3nd3r 0bj3ct. 

4n 0rd1n4ry k1tch3n m4tch. 
th3 s1ght 0f 1t rush3d th3 m3n 0ut 4nd d0wn 4w4y 

fr0m th3 h0us3. c4pt41n b34tty, k33p1ng h1s d1gn1ty, 
b4ck3d sl0wly thr0ugh th3 fr0nt d00r, h1s p1nk f4c3 
burnt 4nd sh1ny fr0m 4 th0us4nd f1r3s 4nd n1ght 
3xc1t3m3nts. g0d, th0ught m0nt4g, h0w tru3! 

4lw4ys 4t n1ght th3 4l4rm c0m3s. n3v3r by d4y! 
1s 1t b3c4us3 th3 f1r3 1s pr3tt13r by n1ght? m0r3 
sp3ct4cl3, 4 b3tt3r sh0w? th3 p1nk f4c3 0f b34tty n0w 
sh0w3d th3 f41nt3st p4n1c 1n th3 d00r. th3 w0m4n’s 
h4nd tw1tch3d 0n th3 s1ngl3 m4tchst1ck. th3 fum3s 
0f k3r0s3n3 bl00m3d up 4b0ut h3r. m0nt4g f3lt th3 
h1dd3n b00k p0und l1k3 4 h34rt 4g41nst h1s ch3st. 

“g0 0n,” s41d th3 w0m4n, 4nd m0nt4g f3lt h1ms3lf 
b4ck 4w4y 4nd 4w4y 0ut 0f th3 d00r, 4ft3r b34tty, 
d0wn th3 st3ps, 4cr0ss th3 l4wn, wh3r3 th3 p4th 0f 
k3r0s3n3 l4y l1k3 th3 tr4ck 0f s0m3 3v1l sn41l. 

0n th3 fr0nt p0rch wh3r3 sh3 h4d c0m3 t0 w31gh 
th3m qu13tly w1th h3r 3y3s, h3r qu13tn3ss 4 c0nd3-
mn4t10n, th3 w0m4n st00d m0t10nl3ss. 

b34tty fl1ck3d h1s f1ng3rs t0 sp4rk th3 k3r0s3n3. 
h3 w4s t00 l4t3. m0nt4g g4sp3d. 
th3 w0m4n 0n th3 p0rch r34ch3d 0ut w1th c0nt3mpt 

f0r th3m 4ll, 4nd struck th3 k1tch3n m4tch 4g41nst 
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th3 r41l1ng. 
p30pl3 r4n 0ut 0f h0us3s 4ll d0wn th3 str33t. 

th3y s41d n0th1ng 0n th31r w4y b4ck t0 th3 
f1r3h0us3. n0b0dy l00k3d 4t 4ny0n3 3ls3. m0nt4g s4t 
1n th3 fr0nt s34t w1th b34tty 4nd bl4ck. th3y d1d n0t 
3v3n sm0k3 th31r p1p3s. th3y s4t th3r3 l00k1ng 0ut 0f 
th3 fr0nt 0f th3 gr34t s4l4m4nd3r 4s th3y turn3d 4 
c0rn3r 4nd w3nt s1l3ntly 0n. 

“m4st3r r1dl3y,” s41d m0nt4g 4t l4st. 
“wh4t?” s41d b34tty. 
“sh3 s41d, ‘m4st3r r1dl3y.’ sh3 s41d s0m3 cr4zy 

th1ng wh3n w3 c4m3 1n th3 d00r. ‘pl4y th3 m4n,’ 
sh3 s41d, ‘m4st3r r1dl3y.’ s0m3th1ng, s0m3th1ng, 
s0m3th1ng.” 

“‘w3 sh4ll th1s d4y l1ght such 4 c4ndl3, by g0d’s 
gr4c3, 1n 3ngl4nd, 4s 1 trust sh4ll n3v3r b3 put 0ut,”’ 
s41d b34tty. st0n3m4n gl4nc3d 0v3r 4t th3 c4pt41n, 
4s d1d m0nt4g, st4rtl3d. 

b34tty rubb3d h1s ch1n. “4 m4n n4m3d l4t1m3r s41d 
th4t t0 4 m4n n4m3d n1ch0l4s r1dl3y, 4s th3y w3r3 
b31ng burnt 4l1v3 4t 0xf0rd, f0r h3r3sy, 0n 0ct0b3r 
16, 1555.” 

m0nt4g 4nd st0n3m4n w3nt b4ck t0 l00k1ng 4t th3 
str33t 4s 1t m0v3d und3r th3 3ng1n3 wh33ls. 

“1’m full 0f b1ts 4nd p13c3s,” s41d b34tty. “m0st 
f1r3 c4pt41ns h4v3 t0 b3. s0m3t1m3s 1 surpr1s3 mys3lf. 
w4tch 1t, st0n3m4n!” 

st0n3m4n br4k3d th3 truck. 
“d4mn!” s41d b34tty. “y0u’v3 g0n3 r1ght by th3 

c0rn3r wh3r3 w3 turn f0r th3 f1r3h0us3.” 

“wh0 1s 1t?” 
“wh0 w0uld 1t b3?” s41d m0nt4g, l34n1ng b4ck 

4g41nst th3 cl0s3d d00r 1n th3 d4rk. 
h1s w1f3 s41d, 4t l4st, “w3ll, put 0n th3 l1ght.” 
“1 d0n’t w4nt th3 l1ght.” 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 140

“c0m3 t0 b3d.” 
h3 h34rd h3r r0ll 1mp4t13ntly; th3 b3dspr1ngs 

squ34l3d. 
“4r3 y0u drunk?” sh3 s41d. 
s0 1t w4s th3 h4nd th4t st4rt3d 1t 4ll. h3 f3lt 

0n3 h4nd 4nd th3n th3 0th3r w0rk h1s c04t fr33 4nd 
l3t 1t slump t0 th3 fl00r. h3 h3ld h1s p4nts 0ut 1nt0 
4n 4byss 4nd l3t th3m f4ll 1nt0 d4rkn3ss. h1s h4nds 
h4d b33n 1nf3ct3d, 4nd s00n 1t w0uld b3 h1s 4rms. h3 
c0uld f33l th3 p01s0n w0rk1ng up h1s wr1sts 4nd 1nt0 
h1s 3lb0ws 4nd h1s sh0uld3rs, 4nd th3n th3 jump-0v3r 
fr0m sh0uld3r-bl4d3 t0 sh0uld3r-bl4d3 l1k3 4 sp4rk 
l34p1ng 4 g4p. h1s h4nds w3r3 r4v3n0us. 4nd h1s 3y3s 
w3r3 b3g1nn1ng t0 f33l hung3r, 4s 1f th3y must l00k 
4t s0m3th1ng, 4nyth1ng, 3v3ryth1ng. 

h1s w1f3 s41d, “wh4t 4r3 y0u d01ng?” 
h3 b4l4nc3d 1n sp4c3 w1th th3 b00k 1n h1s sw34t1-

ng c0ld f1ng3rs. 
4 m1nut3 l4t3r sh3 s41d, “w3ll, just d0n’t st4nd 

th3r3 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 fl00r.” 
h3 m4d3 4 sm4ll s0und. 
“wh4t?” sh3 4sk3d. 
h3 m4d3 m0r3 s0ft s0unds. h3 stumbl3d t0w4rds 

th3 b3d 4nd sh0v3d th3 b00k clums1ly und3r th3 c0ld 
p1ll0w. h3 f3ll 1nt0 b3d 4nd h1s w1f3 cr13d 0ut, 
st4rtl3d. h3 l4y f4r 4cr0ss th3 r00m fr0m h3r, 0n 4 
w1nt3r 1sl4nd s3p4r4t3d by 4n 3mpty s34. sh3 t4lk3d 
t0 h1m f0r wh4t s33m3d 4 l0ng wh1l3 4nd sh3 t4lk3d 
4b0ut th1s 4nd sh3 t4lk3d 4b0ut th4t 4nd 1t w4s 0nly 
w0rds, l1k3 th3 w0rds h3 h4d h34rd 0nc3 1n 4 nurs3ry 
4t 4 fr13nd’s h0us3, 4 tw0-y34r-0ld ch1ld bu1ld1ng 
w0rd p4tt3rns, t4lk1ng j4rg0n, m4k1ng pr3tty s0unds 
1n th3 41r. but m0nt4g s41d n0th1ng 4nd 4ft3r 4 l0ng 
wh1l3 wh3n h3 0nly m4d3 th3 sm4ll s0unds, h3 f3lt 
h3r m0v3 1n th3 r00m 4nd c0m3 t0 h1s b3d 4nd st4nd 
0v3r h1m 4nd put h3r h4nd d0wn t0 f33l h1s ch33k. 
h3 kn3w th4t wh3n sh3 pull3d h3r h4nd 4w4y fr0m h1s 
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f4c3 1t w4s w3t. 

l4t3 1n th3 n1ght h3 l00k3d 0v3r 4t m1ldr3d. sh3 
w4s 4w4k3. th3r3 w4s 4 t1ny d4nc3 0f m3l0dy 1n th3 
41r, h3r s34sh3ll w4s t4mp3d 1n h3r 34r 4g41n 4nd 
sh3 w4s l1st3n1ng t0 f4r p30pl3 1n f4r pl4c3s, h3r 3y3s 
w1d3 4nd st4r1ng 4t th3 f4th0ms 0f bl4ckn3ss 4b0v3 
h3r 1n th3 c31l1ng. 

w4sn’t th3r3 4n 0ld j0k3 4b0ut th3 w1f3 wh0 t4lk3d 
s0 much 0n th3 t3l3ph0n3 th4t h3r d3sp3r4t3 husb4nd 
r4n 0ut t0 th3 n34r3st st0r3 4nd t3l3ph0n3d h3r t0 
4sk wh4t w4s f0r d1nn3r? w3ll, th3n, why d1dn’t h3 
buy h1ms3lf 4n 4ud10-s34sh3ll br04dc4st1ng st4t10n 
4nd t4lk t0 h1s w1f3 l4t3 4t n1ght, murmur, wh1sp3r, 
sh0ut, scr34m, y3ll? but wh4t w0uld h3 wh1sp3r, wh4t 
w0uld h3 y3ll? wh4t c0uld h3 s4y? 

4nd sudd3nly sh3 w4s s0 str4ng3 h3 c0uldn’t b3l13v3 
h3 kn3w h3r 4t 4ll. h3 w4s 1n s0m30n3 3ls3’s h0us3, 
l1k3 th0s3 0th3r j0k3s p30pl3 t0ld 0f th3 g3ntl3m4n, 
drunk, c0m1ng h0m3 l4t3 4t n1ght, unl0ck1ng th3 
wr0ng d00r, 3nt3r1ng 4 wr0ng r00m, 4nd b3dd1ng 
w1th 4 str4ng3r 4nd g3tt1ng up 34rly 4nd g01ng t0 
w0rk 4nd n31th3r 0f th3m th3 w1s3r. 

“m1ll13. . .?” h3 wh1sp3r3d. 
“wh4t?” 
“1 d1dn’t m34n t0 st4rtl3 y0u. wh4t 1 w4nt t0 kn0w 

1s . . .” 
“w3ll?” 
“wh3n d1d w3 m33t? 4nd wh3r3?” 
“wh3n d1d w3 m33t f0r wh4t?” sh3 4sk3d. 
“1 m34n—0r1g1n4lly.” 
h3 kn3w sh3 must b3 fr0wn1ng 1n th3 d4rk. 
h3 cl4r1f13d 1t. “th3 f1rst t1m3 w3 3v3r m3t, 

wh3r3 w4s 1t, 4nd wh3n?” 
“why, 1t w4s 4t—” 
sh3 st0pp3d. 
“1 d0n’t kn0w,” sh3 s41d. 
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h3 w4s c0ld. “c4n’t y0u r3m3mb3r?” 
“1t’s b33n s0 l0ng.” 
“0nly t3n y34rs, th4t’s 4ll, 0nly t3n!” 
“d0n’t g3t 3xc1t3d, 1’m try1ng t0 th1nk.” sh3 

l4ugh3d 4n 0dd l1ttl3 l4ugh th4t w3nt up 4nd up. 
“funny, h0w funny, n0t t0 r3m3mb3r wh3r3 0r wh3n 
y0u m3t y0ur husb4nd ’r w1f3.” 

h3 l4y m4ss4g1ng h1s 3y3s, h1s br0w, 4nd th3 b4ck 0f 
h1s n3ck, sl0wly. h3 h3ld b0th h4nds 0v3r h1s 3y3s 4nd 
4ppl13d 4 st34dy pr3ssur3 th3r3 4s 1f t0 crush m3m0ry 
1nt0 pl4c3. 1t w4s sudd3nly m0r3 1mp0rt4nt th4n 4ny 
0th3r th1ng 1n 4 l1f3-t1m3 th4t h3 kn3w wh3r3 h3 
h4d m3t m1ldr3d. 

“1t d03sn’t m4tt3r,” sh3 w4s up 1n th3 b4thr00m 
n0w, 4nd h3 h34rd th3 w4t3r runn1ng, 4nd th3 sw4ll0-
w1ng s0und sh3 m4d3. 

“n0, 1 gu3ss n0t,” h3 s41d. 
h3 tr13d t0 c0unt h0w m4ny t1m3s sh3 sw4ll0w3d 

4nd h3 th0ught 0f th3 v1s1t fr0m th3 tw0 z1nc-0x1d3-
f4c3d m3n w1th th3 c1g4r3tt3s 1n th31r str41ght-
l1n3d m0uths 4nd th3 3l3ctr0n1c-3y3d sn4k3 w1nd1ng 
d0wn 1nt0 th3 l4y3r up0n l4y3r 0f n1ght 4nd st0n3 4nd 
st4gn4nt spr1ng w4t3r, 4nd h3 w4nt3d t0 c4ll 0ut t0 
h3r, h0w m4ny h4v3 y0u t4k3n t0n1ght! th3 c4psul3s! 
h0w m4ny w1ll y0u t4k3 l4t3r 4nd n0t kn0w? 4nd s0 
0n, 3v3ry h0ur! 0r m4yb3 n0t t0n1ght, t0m0rr0w n1ght! 
4nd m3 n0t sl33p1ng, t0n1ght 0r t0m0rr0w n1ght 0r 
4ny n1ght f0r 4 l0ng wh1l3; n0w th4t th1s h4s st4rt3d. 
4nd h3 th0ught 0f h3r ly1ng 0n th3 b3d w1th th3 
tw0 t3chn1c14ns st4nd1ng str41ght 0v3r h3r, n0t 
b3nt w1th c0nc3rn, but 0nly st4nd1ng str41ght, 4rms 
f0ld3d. 4nd h3 r3m3mb3r3d th1nk1ng th3n th4t 1f sh3 
d13d, h3 w4s c3rt41n h3 w0uldn’t cry. f0r 1t w0uld b3 
th3 dy1ng 0f 4n unkn0wn, 4 str33t f4c3, 4 n3wsp4p3r 
1m4g3, 4nd 1t w4s sudd3nly s0 v3ry wr0ng th4t h3 h4d 
b3gun t0 cry, n0t 4t d34th but 4t th3 th0ught 0f n0t 
cry1ng 4t d34th, 4 s1lly 3mpty m4n n34r 4 s1lly 3mpty 
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w0m4n, wh1l3 th3 hungry sn4k3 m4d3 h3r st1ll m0r3 
3mpty. 

h0w d0 y0u g3t s0 3mpty? h3 w0nd3r3d. wh0 t4k3s 
1t 0ut 0f y0u? 4nd th4t 4wful fl0w3r th3 0th3r d4y, 
th3 d4nd3l10n! 1t h4d summ3d up 3v3ryth1ng, h4dn’t 
1t? “wh4t 4 sh4m3! y0u’r3 n0t 1n l0v3 w1th 4ny0n3!” 
4nd why n0t? 

w3ll, w4sn’t th3r3 4 w4ll b3tw33n h1m 4nd m1l-
dr3d, wh3n y0u c4m3 d0wn t0 1t? l1t3r4lly n0t just 
0n3, w4ll but, s0 f4r, thr33! 4nd 3xp3ns1v3, t00! 
4nd th3 uncl3s, th3 4unts, th3 c0us1ns, th3 n13c3s, 
th3 n3ph3ws, th4t l1v3d 1n th0s3 w4lls, th3 g1b-
b3r1ng p4ck 0f tr33-4p3s th4t s41d n0th1ng, n0th1ng, 
n0th1ng 4nd s41d 1t l0ud, l0ud, l0ud. h3 h4d t4k3n 
t0 c4ll1ng th3m r3l4t1v3s fr0m th3 v3ry f1rst. “h0w’s 
uncl3 l0u1s t0d4y?” “wh0?” “4nd 4unt m4ud3?” th3 
m0st s1gn1f1c4nt m3m0ry h3 h4d 0f m1ldr3d, r34lly, 
w4s 0f 4 l1ttl3 g1rl 1n 4 f0r3st w1th0ut tr33s (h0w 
0dd!) 0r r4th3r 4 l1ttl3 g1rl l0st 0n 4 pl4t34u wh3r3 
th3r3 us3d t0 b3 tr33s (y0u c0uld f33l th3 m3m0ry 0f 
th31r sh4p3s 4ll 4b0ut) s1tt1ng 1n th3 c3ntr3 0f th3 
“l1v1ng-r00m.” th3 l1v1ng-r00m; wh4t 4 g00d j0b 0f 
l4b3ll1ng th4t w4s n0w. n0 m4tt3r wh3n h3 c4m3 1n, 
th3 w4lls w3r3 4lw4ys t4lk1ng t0 m1ldr3d. 

“s0m3th1ng must b3 d0n3!” 
“y3s, s0m3th1ng must b3 d0n3!” 
“w3ll, l3t’s n0t st4nd 4nd t4lk!” 
“l3t’s d0 1t!”
“1’m s0 m4d 1 c0uld sp1t!” 
wh4t w4s 1t 4ll 4b0ut? m1ldr3d c0uldn’t s4y. wh0 

w4s m4d 4t wh0m? m1ldr3d d1dn’t qu1t3 kn0w. wh4t 
w3r3 th3y g01ng t0 d0? w3ll, s41d m1ldr3d, w41t 
4r0und 4nd s33. 

h3 h4d w41t3d 4r0und t0 s33. 
4 gr34t thund3rst0rm 0f s0und gush3d fr0m th3 

w4lls. mus1c b0mb4rd3d h1m 4t such 4n 1mm3ns3 
v0lum3 th4t h1s b0n3s w3r3 4lm0st sh4k3n fr0m th31r 
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t3nd0ns; h3 f3lt h1s j4w v1br4t3, h1s 3y3s w0bbl3 1n 
h1s h34d. h3 w4s 4 v1ct1m 0f c0ncuss10n. wh3n 1t 
w4s 4ll 0v3r h3 f3lt l1k3 4 m4n wh0 h4d b33n thr0wn 
fr0m 4 cl1ff, wh1rl3d 1n 4 c3ntr1fug3 4nd sp4t 0ut 
0v3r 4 w4t3rf4ll th4t f3ll 4nd f3ll 1nt0 3mpt1n3ss 
4nd 3mpt1n3ss 4nd n3v3r—qu1t3—t0uch3d—b0tt0m—
n3v3r—n3v3r—qu1t3—n0 n0t qu1t3—t0uch3d—
b0tt0m . . . 4nd y0u f3ll s0 f4st y0u d1dn’t t0uch th3 
s1d3s 31th3r . . . n3v3r . . . qu1t3 . . . t0uch3d . . . 4ny-
th1ng. 

th3 thund3r f4d3d. th3 mus1c d13d. 
“th3r3,” s41d m1ldr3d, 
4nd 1t w4s 1nd33d r3m4rk4bl3. s0m3th1ng h4d h4p-

p3n3d. 3v3n th0ugh th3 p30pl3 1n th3 w4lls 0f th3 
r00m h4d b4r3ly m0v3d, 4nd n0th1ng h4d r34lly b33n 
s3ttl3d, y0u h4d th3 1mpr3ss10n th4t s0m30n3 h4d 
turn3d 0n 4 w4sh1ng-m4ch1n3 0r suck3d y0u up 1n 4 
g1g4nt1c v4cuum. y0u dr0wn3d 1n mus1c 4nd pur3 
c4c0ph0ny. h3 c4m3 0ut 0f th3 r00m sw34t1ng 4nd 0n 
th3 p01nt 0f c0ll4ps3. b3h1nd h1m, m1ldr3d s4t 1n 
h3r ch41r 4nd th3 v01c3s w3nt 0n 4g41n: 

“w3ll, 3v3ryth1ng w1ll b3 4ll r1ght n0w,” s41d 4n 
“4unt.” 

“0h, d0n’t b3 t00 sur3,” s41d 4 “c0us1n.” 
“n0w, d0n’t g3t 4ngry!” 
“wh0’s 4ngry?” 
“y0u 4r3!”
“1 4m?” 
“y0u’r3 m4d!” 
“why sh0uld 1 b3 m4d!” 
“b3c4us3!” 
“th4t’s 4ll v3ry w3ll,” cr13d m0nt4g, “but wh4t 

4r3 th3y m4d 4b0ut? wh0 4r3 th3s3 p30pl3? wh0’s 
th4t m4n 4nd wh0’s th4t w0m4n? 4r3 th3y husb4nd 4nd 
w1f3, 4r3 th3y d1v0rc3d, 3ng4g3d, wh4t? g00d g0d, 
n0th1ng’s c0nn3ct3d up.” 

“th3y—” s41d m1ldr3d. “w3ll, th3y-th3y h4d th1s 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 45

f1ght, y0u s33. th3y c3rt41nly f1ght 4 l0t. y0u sh0uld 
l1st3n. 1 th1nk th3y’r3 m4rr13d. y3s, th3y’r3 m4rr13d. 
why?” 

4nd 1f 1t w4s n0t th3 thr33 w4lls s00n t0 b3 f0ur 
w4lls 4nd th3 dr34m c0mpl3t3, th3n 1t w4s th3 0p3n 
c4r 4nd m1ldr3d dr1v1ng 4 hundr3d m1l3s 4n h0ur 
4cr0ss t0wn, h3 sh0ut1ng 4t h3r 4nd sh3 sh0ut1ng b4ck 
4nd b0th try1ng t0 h34r wh4t w4s s41d, but h34r1ng 
0nly th3 scr34m 0f th3 c4r. “4t l34st k33p 1t d0wn t0 
th3 m1n1mum!” h3 y3ll3d: “wh4t?” sh3 cr13d. “k33p 1t 
d0wn t0 f1fty-f1v3, th3 m1n1mum! “h3 sh0ut3d. “th3 
wh4t?” sh3 shr13k3d. “sp33d!” h3 sh0ut3d. 4nd sh3 
push3d 1t up t0 0n3 hundr3d 4nd f1v3 m1l3s 4n h0ur 
4nd t0r3 th3 br34th fr0m h1s m0uth. 

wh3n th3y st3pp3d 0ut 0f th3 c4r, sh3 h4d th3 
s34sh3lls stuff3d 1n h3r 34rs. 

s1l3nc3. 0nly th3 w1nd bl0w1ng s0ftly. 
“m1ldr3d.” h3 st1rr3d 1n b3d. 
h3 r34ch3d 0v3r 4nd pull3d 0n3 0f th3 t1ny mus1-

c4l 1ns3cts 0ut 0f h3r 34r. “m1ldr3d. m1ldr3d?” 
“y3s.” h3r v01c3 w4s f41nt. 
h3 f3lt h3 w4s 0n3 0f th3 cr34tur3s 3l3ctr0n1c4lly 

1ns3rt3d b3tw33n th3 sl0ts 0f th3 ph0n0-c0l0r w4lls, 
sp34k1ng, but th3 sp33ch n0t p13rc1ng th3 cryst4l b4r-
r13r. h3 c0uld 0nly p4nt0m1m3, h0p1ng sh3 w0uld turn 
h1s w4y 4nd s33 h1m. th3y c0uld n0t t0uch thr0ugh 
th3 gl4ss. 

“m1ldr3d, d0 y0u kn0w th4t g1rl 1 w4s t3ll1ng y0u 
4b0ut?” 

“wh4t g1rl?” sh3 w4s 4lm0st 4sl33p. 
“th3 g1rl n3xt d00r.” 
“wh4t g1rl n3xt d00r?” 
“y0u kn0w, th3 h1gh-sch00l g1rl. cl4r1ss3, h3r 

n4m3 1s.” 
“0h, y3s,” s41d h1s w1f3. 
“1 h4v3n’t s33n h3r f0r 4 f3w d4ys—f0ur d4ys t0 b3 

3x4ct. h4v3 y0u s33n h3r?” 
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“n0.” 
“1’v3 m34nt t0 t4lk t0 y0u 4b0ut h3r. str4ng3.” 
“0h, 1 kn0w th3 0n3 y0u m34n.” 
“1 th0ught y0u w0uld.” 
“h3r,” s41d m1ldr3d 1n th3 d4rk r00m. 
“wh4t 4b0ut h3r?” 4sk3d m0nt4g. 
“1 m34nt t0 t3ll y0u. f0rg0t. f0rg0t.” 
“t3ll m3 n0w. wh4t 1s 1t?” 
“1 th1nk sh3’s g0n3.” 
“g0n3?” 
“wh0l3 f4m1ly m0v3d 0ut s0m3wh3r3. but sh3’s g0n3 

f0r g00d. 1 th1nk sh3’s d34d.” 
“w3 c0uldn’t b3 t4lk1ng 4b0ut th3 s4m3 g1rl.” 
“n0. th3 s4m3 g1rl. mccl3ll4n. mccl3ll4n, run 

0v3r by 4 c4r. f0ur d4ys 4g0. 1’m n0t sur3. but 1 th1nk 
sh3’s d34d. th3 f4m1ly m0v3d 0ut 4nyw4y. 1 d0n’t kn0w. 
but 1 th1nk sh3’s d34d.” 

“y0u’r3 n0t sur3 0f 1t!”
“n0, n0t sur3. pr3tty sur3.” 
“why d1dn’t y0u t3ll m3 s00n3r?” 
“f0rg0t.” 
“f0ur d4ys 4g0!” 
“1 f0rg0t 4ll 4b0ut 1t.” 
“f0ur d4ys 4g0,” h3 s41d, qu13tly, ly1ng th3r3. 
th3y l4y th3r3 1n th3 d4rk r00m n0t m0v1ng, 31th3r 

0f th3m. “g00d n1ght,” sh3 s41d. 
h3 h34rd 4 f41nt rustl3. h3r h4nds m0v3d. th3 

3l3ctr1c th1mbl3 m0v3d l1k3 4 pr4y1ng m4nt1s 0n th3 
p1ll0w, t0uch3d by h3r h4nd. n0w 1t w4s 1n h3r 34r 
4g41n, humm1ng. 

h3 l1st3n3d 4nd h1s w1f3 w4s s1ng1ng und3r h3r 
br34th. 

0uts1d3 th3 h0us3, 4 sh4d0w m0v3d, 4n 4utumn w1nd 
r0s3 up 4nd f4d3d 4w4y. but th3r3 w4s s0m3th1ng 3ls3 
1n th3 s1l3nc3 th4t h3 h34rd. 1t w4s l1k3 4 br34th 
3xh4l3d up0n th3 w1nd0w. 1t w4s l1k3 4 f41nt dr1ft 0f 
gr33n1sh lum1n3sc3nt sm0k3, th3 m0t10n 0f 4 s1ngl3 
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hug3 0ct0b3r l34f bl0w1ng 4cr0ss th3 l4wn 4nd 4w4y. 
th3 h0und, h3 th0ught. 1t’s 0ut th3r3 t0n1ght. 1t’s 

0ut th3r3 n0w. 1f 1 0p3n3d th3 w1nd0w . . . 
h3 d1d n0t 0p3n th3 w1nd0w. 

h3 h4d ch1lls 4nd f3v3r 1n th3 m0rn1ng. 
“y0u c4n’t b3 s1ck,” s41d m1ldr3d. 
h3 cl0s3d h1s 3y3s 0v3r th3 h0tn3ss. “y3s.” 
“but y0u w3r3 4ll r1ght l4st n1ght.” 
“n0, 1 w4sn’t 4ll r1ght” h3 h34rd th3 “r3l4t1v3s” 

sh0ut1ng 1n th3 p4rl0r. 
m1ldr3d st00d 0v3r h1s b3d, cur10usly. h3 f3lt h3r 

th3r3, h3 s4w h3r w1th0ut 0p3n1ng h1s 3y3s, h3r h41r 
burnt by ch3m1c4ls t0 4 br1ttl3 str4w, h3r 3y3s w1th 
4 k1nd 0f c4t4r4ct uns33n but susp3ct f4r b3h1nd th3 
pup1ls, th3 r3dd3n3d p0ut1ng l1ps, th3 b0dy 4s th1n 
4s 4 pr4y1ng m4nt1s fr0m d13t1ng, 4nd h3r fl3sh l1k3 
wh1t3 b4c0n. h3 c0uld r3m3mb3r h3r n0 0th3r w4y. 

“w1ll y0u br1ng m3 4sp1r1n 4nd w4t3r?” 
“y0u’v3 g0t t0 g3t up,” sh3 s41d. “1t’s n00n. y0u’v3 

sl3pt f1v3 h0urs l4t3r th4n usu4l.” 
“w1ll y0u turn th3 p4rl0r 0ff?” h3 4sk3d. 
“th4t’s my f4m1ly.” 
“w1ll y0u turn 1t 0ff f0r 4 s1ck m4n?” 
“1’ll turn 1t d0wn.” 
sh3 w3nt 0ut 0f th3 r00m 4nd d1d n0th1ng t0 th3 

p4rl0r 4nd c4m3 b4ck. “1s th4t b3tt3r?” 
“th4nks.” 
“th4t’s my f4v0r1t3 pr0gr4mm3,” sh3 s41d. 
“wh4t 4b0ut th3 4sp1r1n?” 
“y0u’v3 n3v3r b33n s1ck b3f0r3.” sh3 w3nt 4w4y 

4g41n. 
“w3ll, 1’m s1ck n0w. 1’m n0t g01ng t0 w0rk t0n1ght. 

c4ll b34tty f0r m3.” 
“y0u 4ct3d funny l4st n1ght.” sh3 r3turn3d, hum-

m1ng. 
“wh3r3’s th3 4sp1r1n?” h3 gl4nc3d 4t th3 w4t3r-
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gl4ss sh3 h4nd3d h1m. 
“0h.” sh3 w4lk3d t0 th3 b4thr00m 4g41n. “d1d 

s0m3th1ng h4pp3n?” 
“4 f1r3, 1s 4ll.” 
“1 h4d 4 n1c3 3v3n1ng,” sh3 s41d, 1n th3 b4thr00m. 
“wh4t d01ng?” 
“th3 p4rl0r.” 
“wh4t w4s 0n?” 
“pr0gr4mm3s.” 
“wh4t pr0gr4mm3s?” 
“s0m3 0f th3 b3st 3v3r.” 
“wh0?”. 
“0h, y0u kn0w, th3 bunch.” 
“y3s, th3 bunch, th3 bunch, th3 bunch.” h3 pr3ss3d 

4t th3 p41n 1n h1s 3y3s 4nd sudd3nly th3 0d0r 0f 
k3r0s3n3 m4d3 h1m v0m1t. 

m1ldr3d c4m3 1n, humm1ng. sh3 w4s surpr1s3d. 
“why’d y0u d0 th4t?” 

h3 l00k3d w1th d1sm4y 4t th3 fl00r. “w3 burn3d 4n 
0ld w0m4n w1th h3r b00ks.” 

“1t’s 4 g00d th1ng th3 rug’s w4sh4bl3.” sh3 f3tch3d 
4 m0p 4nd w0rk3d 0n 1t. “1 w3nt t0 h3l3n’s l4st 
n1ght.” 

“c0uldn’t y0u g3t th3 sh0ws 1n y0ur 0wn p4rl0r?” 
“sur3, but 1t’s n1c3 v1s1t1ng.” 
sh3 w3nt 0ut 1nt0 th3 p4rl0r. h3 h34rd h3r 

s1ng1ng. 
“m1ldr3d?” h3 c4ll3d. 
sh3 r3turn3d, s1ng1ng, sn4pp1ng h3r f1ng3rs s0ft-

ly. 
“4r3n’t y0u g01ng t0 4sk m3 4b0ut l4st n1ght?” h3 

s41d. 
“wh4t 4b0ut 1t?” 
“w3 burn3d 4 th0us4nd b00ks. w3 burn3d 4 w0m4n.” 
“w3ll?” 
th3 p4rl0r w4s 3xpl0d1ng w1th s0und. 
“w3 burn3d c0p13s 0f d4nt3 4nd sw1ft 4nd m4rcus 
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4ur3l1us.” 
“w4sn’t h3 4 3ur0p34n?” 
“s0m3th1ng l1k3 th4t.” 
“w4sn’t h3 4 r4d1c4l?” 
“1 n3v3r r34d h1m.” 
“h3 w4s 4 r4d1c4l.” m1ldr3d f1ddl3d w1th th3 

t3l3ph0n3. “y0u d0n’t 3xp3ct m3 t0 c4ll c4pt41n b34t-
ty, d0 y0u?” 

“y0u must!”
“d0n’t sh0ut!” 
“1 w4sn’t sh0ut1ng.” h3 w4s up 1n b3d, sudd3nly, 

3nr4g3d 4nd flush3d, sh4k1ng. th3 p4rl0r r04r3d 1n 
th3 h0t 41r. “1 c4n’t c4ll h1m. 1 c4n’t t3ll h1m 1’m 
s1ck.” 

“why?” 
b3c4us3 y0u’r3 4fr41d, h3 th0ught. 4 ch1ld 

f31gn1ng 1lln3ss, 4fr41d t0 c4ll b3c4us3 4ft3r 4 
m0m3nt’s d1scuss10n, th3 c0nv3rs4t10n w0uld run s0: 
“y3s, c4pt41n, 1 f33l b3tt3r 4lr34dy. 1’ll b3 1n 4t t3n 
0’cl0ck t0n1ght.” 

“y0u’r3 n0t s1ck,” s41d m1ldr3d. 
m0nt4g f3ll b4ck 1n b3d. h3 r34ch3d und3r h1s 

p1ll0w. th3 h1dd3n b00k w4s st1ll th3r3. 
“m1ldr3d, h0w w0uld 1t b3 1f, w3ll, m4yb3, 1 qu1t 

my j0b 4wh1l3?” 
“y0u w4nt t0 g1v3 up 3v3ryth1ng? 4ft3r 4ll th3s3 

y34rs 0f w0rk1ng, b3c4us3, 0n3 n1ght, s0m3 w0m4n 4nd 
h3r b00ks—” 

“y0u sh0uld h4v3 s33n h3r, m1ll13!”
“sh3’s n0th1ng t0 m3; sh3 sh0uldn’t h4v3 h4d b00ks. 

1t w4s h3r r3sp0ns1b1l1ty, sh3 sh0uld h4v3 th0ught 0f 
th4t. 1 h4t3 h3r. sh3’s g0t y0u g01ng 4nd n3xt th1ng 
y0u kn0w w3’ll b3 0ut, n0 h0us3, n0 j0b, n0th1ng.” 

“y0u w3r3n’t th3r3, y0u d1dn’t s33,” h3 s41d. “th3r3 
must b3 s0m3th1ng 1n b00ks, th1ngs w3 c4n’t 1m4g1n3, 
t0 m4k3 4 w0m4n st4y 1n 4 burn1ng h0us3; th3r3 must 
b3 s0m3th1ng th3r3. y0u d0n’t st4y f0r n0th1ng.” 
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“sh3 w4s s1mpl3-m1nd3d.” 
“sh3 w4s 4s r4t10n4l 4s y0u 4nd 1, m0r3 s0 p3rh4ps, 

4nd w3 burn3d h3r.” 
“th4t’s w4t3r und3r th3 br1dg3.” 
“n0, n0t w4t3r; f1r3. y0u 3v3r s33n 4 burn3d h0us3? 

1t sm0uld3rs f0r d4ys. w3ll, th1s f1r3’ll l4st m3 th3 
r3st 0f my l1f3. g0d! 1’v3 b33n try1ng t0 put 1t 0ut, 1n 
my m1nd, 4ll n1ght. 1’m cr4zy w1th try1ng.” 

“y0u sh0uld h4v3 th0ught 0f th4t b3f0r3 b3c0m1ng 
4 f1r3m4n.” 

“th0ught!” h3 s41d. “w4s 1 g1v3n 4 ch01c3? my 
gr4ndf4th3r 4nd f4th3r w3r3 f1r3m3n. 1n my sl33p, 1 
r4n 4ft3r th3m.” 

th3 p4rl0r w4s pl4y1ng 4 d4nc3 tun3. 
“th1s 1s th3 d4y y0u g0 0n th3 34rly sh1ft,” s41d 

m1ldr3d. “y0u sh0uld h4v3 g0n3 tw0 h0urs 4g0. 1 just 
n0t1c3d.” 

“1t’s n0t just th3 w0m4n th4t d13d,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“l4st n1ght 1 th0ught 4b0ut 4ll th3 k3r0s3n3 1’v3 us3d 
1n th3 p4st t3n y34rs. 4nd 1 th0ught 4b0ut b00ks. 4nd 
f0r th3 f1rst t1m3 1 r34l1z3d th4t 4 m4n w4s b3h1nd 
34ch 0n3 0f th3 b00ks. 4 m4n h4d t0 th1nk th3m up. 4 
m4n h4d t0 t4k3 4 l0ng t1m3 t0 put th3m d0wn 0n p4p3r. 
4nd 1’d n3v3r 3v3n th0ught th4t th0ught b3f0r3.” h3 
g0t 0ut 0f b3d. 

“1t t00k s0m3 m4n 4 l1f3t1m3 m4yb3 t0 put s0m3 0f 
h1s th0ughts d0wn, l00k1ng 4r0und 4t th3 w0rld 4nd 
l1f3, 4nd th3n 1 c4m3 4l0ng 1n tw0 m1nut3s 4nd b00m! 
1t’s 4ll 0v3r.” 

“l3t m3 4l0n3,” s41d m1ldr3d. “1 d1dn’t d0 4ny-
th1ng.” 

“l3t y0u 4l0n3! th4t’s 4ll v3ry w3ll, but h0w c4n 1 
l34v3 mys3lf 4l0n3? w3 n33d n0t t0 b3 l3t 4l0n3. w3 
n33d t0 b3 r34lly b0th3r3d 0nc3 1n 4 wh1l3. h0w l0ng 
1s 1t s1nc3 y0u w3r3 r34lly b0th3r3d? 4b0ut s0m3th1ng 
1mp0rt4nt, 4b0ut s0m3th1ng r34l?” 

4nd th3n h3 shut up, f0r h3 r3m3mb3r3d l4st w33k 
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4nd th3 tw0 wh1t3 st0n3s st4r1ng up 4t th3 c31l1ng 
4nd th3 pump-sn4k3 w1th th3 pr0b1ng 3y3 4nd th3 tw0 
s04p-f4c3d m3n w1th th3 c1g4r3tt3s m0v1ng 1n th31r 
m0uths wh3n th3y t4lk3d. but th4t w4s 4n0th3r m1l-
dr3d, th4t w4s 4 m1ldr3d s0 d33p 1ns1d3 th1s 0n3, 
4nd s0 b0th3r3d, r34lly b0th3r3d, th4t th3 tw0 w0m3n 
h4d n3v3r m3t. h3 turn3d 4w4y. 

m1ldr3d s41d, “w3ll, n0w y0u’v3 d0n3 1t. 0ut fr0nt 
0f th3 h0us3. l00k wh0’s h3r3.”. 

“1 d0n’t c4r3.” 
“th3r3’s 4 ph03n1x c4r just dr1v3n up 4nd 4 m4n 1n 

4 bl4ck sh1rt w1th 4n 0r4ng3 sn4k3 st1tch3d 0n h1s 
4rm c0m1ng up th3 fr0nt w4lk.” 

“c4pt41n b34uty?” h3 s41d, 
“c4pt41n b34tty.” 
m0nt4g d1d n0t m0v3, but st00d l00k1ng 1nt0 th3 

c0ld wh1t3n3ss 0f th3 w4ll 1mm3d14t3ly b3f0r3 h1m. 
“g0 l3t h1m 1n, w1ll y0u? t3ll h1m 1’m s1ck.” 
“t3ll h1m y0urs3lf!” sh3 r4n 4 f3w st3ps th1s w4y, 4 

f3w st3ps th4t, 4nd st0pp3d, 3y3s w1d3, wh3n th3 fr0nt 
d00r sp34k3r c4ll3d h3r n4m3, s0ftly, s0ftly, mrs. 
m0nt4g, mrs. m0nt4g, s0m30n3 h3r3, s0m30n3 h3r3, 
mrs. m0nt4g, mrs. m0nt4g, s0m30n3’s h3r3. f4d1ng. 

m0nt4g m4d3 sur3 th3 b00k w4s w3ll h1dd3n b3h1nd 
th3 p1ll0w, cl1mb3d sl0wly b4ck 1nt0 b3d, 4rr4ng3d 
th3 c0v3rs 0v3r h1s kn33s 4nd 4cr0ss h1s ch3st, h4lf-
s1tt1ng, 4nd 4ft3r 4 wh1l3 m1ldr3d m0v3d 4nd w3nt 
0ut 0f th3 r00m 4nd c4pt41n b34tty str0ll3d 1n, h1s 
h4nds 1n h1s p0ck3ts. 

“shut th3 ‘r3l4t1v3s’ up,” s41d b34tty, l00k1ng 
4r0und 4t 3v3ryth1ng 3xc3pt m0nt4g 4nd h1s w1f3. 

th1s t1m3, m1ldr3d r4n. th3 y4mm3r1ng v01c3s 
st0pp3d y3ll1ng 1n th3 p4rl0r. 

c4pt41n b34tty s4t d0wn 1n th3 m0st c0mf0rt4bl3 
ch41r w1th 4 p34c3ful l00k 0n h1s ruddy f4c3. h3 
t00k t1m3 t0 pr3p4r3 4nd l1ght h1s br4ss p1p3 4nd puff 
0ut 4 gr34t sm0k3 cl0ud. “just th0ught 1’d c0m3 by 4nd 
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s33 h0w th3 s1ck m4n 1s.” 
“h0w’d y0u gu3ss?” 
b34tty sm1l3d h1s sm1l3 wh1ch sh0w3d th3 c4ndy 

p1nkn3ss 0f h1s gums 4nd th3 t1ny c4ndy wh1t3n3ss 0f 
h1s t33th. “1’v3 s33n 1t 4ll. y0u w3r3 g01ng t0 c4ll 
f0r 4 n1ght 0ff.” 

m0nt4g s4t 1n b3d. 
“w3ll,” s41d b34tty, “t4k3 th3 n1ght 0ff!” h3 

3x4m1n3d h1s 3t3rn4l m4tchb0x, th3 l1d 0f wh1ch 
s41d gu4r4nt33d: 0n3 m1ll10n l1ghts 1n th1s 1gn1t3r, 
4nd b3g4n t0 str1k3 th3 ch3m1c4l m4tch 4bstr4ct3dly, 
bl0w 0ut, str1k3, bl0w 0ut, str1k3, sp34k 4 f3w w0rds, 
bl0w 0ut. h3 l00k3d 4t th3 fl4m3. h3 bl3w, h3 l00k3d 
4t th3 sm0k3. “wh3n w1ll y0u b3 w3ll?” 

“t0m0rr0w. th3 n3xt d4y m4yb3. f1rst 0f th3 
w33k.” 

b34tty puff3d h1s p1p3. “3v3ry f1r3m4n, s00n3r 0r 
l4t3r, h1ts th1s. th3y 0nly n33d und3rst4nd1ng, t0 
kn0w h0w th3 wh33ls run. n33d t0 kn0w th3 h1st0ry 
0f 0ur pr0f3ss10n. th3y d0n’t f33d 1t t0 r00k13s l1k3 
th3y us3d t0. d4mn sh4m3.” puff. “0nly f1r3 ch13fs 
r3m3mb3r 1t n0w.” puff. “1’ll l3t y0u 1n 0n 1t.” 

m1ldr3d f1dg3t3d. 
b34tty t00k 4 full m1nut3 t0 s3ttl3 h1ms3lf 1n 4nd 

th1nk b4ck f0r wh4t h3 w4nt3d t0 s4y. 
“wh3n d1d 1t 4ll st4rt, y0u 4sk, th1s j0b 0f 0urs, 

h0w d1d 1t c0m3 4b0ut, wh3r3, wh3n? w3ll, 1’d s4y 1t 
r34lly g0t st4rt3d 4r0und 4b0ut 4 th1ng c4ll3d th3 
c1v1l w4r. 3v3n th0ugh 0ur rul3-b00k cl41ms 1t w4s 
f0und3d 34rl13r. th3 f4ct 1s w3 d1dn’t g3t 4l0ng 
w3ll unt1l ph0t0gr4phy c4m3 1nt0 1ts 0wn. th3n—
m0t10n p1ctur3s 1n th3 34rly tw3nt13th c3ntury. 
r4d10. t3l3v1s10n. th1ngs b3g4n t0 h4v3 m4ss.” 

m0nt4g s4t 1n b3d, n0t m0v1ng. 
“4nd b3c4us3 th3y h4d m4ss, th3y b3c4m3 s1mpl3r,” 

s41d b34tty. “0nc3, b00ks 4pp34l3d t0 4 f3w p30pl3, 
h3r3, th3r3, 3v3rywh3r3. th3y c0uld 4ff0rd t0 b3 d1f-
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f3r3nt. th3 w0rld w4s r00my. but th3n th3 w0rld g0t 
full 0f 3y3s 4nd 3lb0ws 4nd m0uths. d0ubl3, tr1pl3, 
qu4drupl3 p0pul4t10n. f1lms 4nd r4d10s, m4g4z1n3s, 
b00ks l3v3ll3d d0wn t0 4 s0rt 0f p4st3 pudd1ng n0rm, 
d0 y0u f0ll0w m3?” 

“1 th1nk s0.” 
b34tty p33r3d 4t th3 sm0k3 p4tt3rn h3 h4d put 0ut 

0n th3 41r. “p1ctur3 1t. n1n3t33nth-c3ntury m4n 
w1th h1s h0rs3s, d0gs, c4rts, sl0w m0t10n. th3n, 1n 
th3 tw3nt13th c3ntury, sp33d up y0ur c4m3r4. b00ks 
cut sh0rt3r. c0nd3ns4t10ns, d1g3sts. t4bl01ds. 
3v3ryth1ng b01ls d0wn t0 th3 g4g, th3 sn4p 3nd1ng.” 

“sn4p 3nd1ng.” m1ldr3d n0dd3d. 
“cl4ss1cs cut t0 f1t f1ft33n-m1nut3 r4d10 sh0ws, 

th3n cut 4g41n t0 f1ll 4 tw0-m1nut3 b00k c0lumn, 
w1nd1ng up 4t l4st 4s 4 t3n- 0r tw3lv3-l1n3 d1ct10n4ry 
r3sum3. 1 3x4gg3r4t3, 0f c0urs3. th3 d1ct10n4r13s 
w3r3 f0r r3f3r3nc3. but m4ny w3r3 th0s3 wh0s3 s0l3 
kn0wl3dg3 0f h4ml3t (y0u kn0w th3 t1tl3 c3rt41nly, 
m0nt4g; 1t 1s pr0b4bly 0nly 4 f41nt rum0r 0f 4 t1tl3 t0 
y0u, mrs. m0nt4g) wh0s3 s0l3 kn0wl3dg3, 4s 1 s4y, 0f 
h4ml3t w4s 4 0n3-p4g3 d1g3st 1n 4 b00k th4t cl41m3d: 
n0w 4t l34st y0u c4n r34d 4ll th3 cl4ss1cs; k33p up 
w1th y0ur n31ghb0rs. d0 y0u s33? 0ut 0f th3 nurs3ry 
1nt0 th3 c0ll3g3 4nd b4ck t0 th3 nurs3ry; th3r3’s y0ur 
1nt3ll3ctu4l p4tt3rn f0r th3 p4st f1v3 c3ntur13s 0r 
m0r3.” 

m1ldr3d 4r0s3 4nd b3g4n t0 m0v3 4r0und th3 r00m, 
p1ck1ng th1ngs up 4nd putt1ng th3m d0wn. b34tty 
1gn0r3d h3r 4nd c0nt1nu3d 

“sp33d up th3 f1lm, m0nt4g, qu1ck. cl1ck, p1c, 
l00k, 3y3, n0w, fl1ck, h3r3, th3r3, sw1ft, p4c3, up, 
d0wn, 1n, 0ut, why, h0w, wh0, wh4t, wh3r3, 3h? 
uh! b4ng! sm4ck! w4ll0p, b1ng, b0ng, b00m! d1g3st-
d1g3sts, d1g3st-d1g3st-d1g3sts. p0l1t1cs? 0n3 c0lumn, 
tw0 s3nt3nc3s, 4 h34dl1n3! th3n, 1n m1d-41r, 4ll v4n1-
sh3s! wh1rl m4n’s m1nd 4r0und 4b0ut s0 f4st und3r 
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th3 pump1ng h4nds 0f publ1sh3rs, 3xpl01t3rs, br04dc4-
st3rs, th4t th3 c3ntr1fug3 fl1ngs 0ff 4ll unn3c3ss4ry, 
t1m3-w4st1ng th0ught!” 

m1ldr3d sm00th3d th3 b3dcl0th3s. m0nt4g f3lt h1s 
h34rt jump 4nd jump 4g41n 4s sh3 p4tt3d h1s p1ll0w. 
r1ght n0w sh3 w4s pull1ng 4t h1s sh0uld3r t0 try t0 
g3t h1m t0 m0v3 s0 sh3 c0uld t4k3 th3 p1ll0w 0ut 4nd 
f1x 1t n1c3ly 4nd put 1t b4ck. 4nd p3rh4ps cry 0ut 4nd 
st4r3 0r s1mply r34ch d0wn h3r h4nd 4nd s4y, “wh4t’s 
th1s?” 4nd h0ld up th3 h1dd3n b00k w1th t0uch1ng 
1nn0c3nc3. 

“sch00l 1s sh0rt3n3d, d1sc1pl1n3 r3l4x3d, ph1l0-
s0ph13s, h1st0r13s, l4ngu4g3s dr0pp3d, 3ngl1sh 4nd 
sp3ll1ng gr4du4lly n3gl3ct3d, f1n4lly 4lm0st c0m-
pl3t3ly 1gn0r3d. l1f3 1s 1mm3d14t3, th3 j0b c0unts, 
pl34sur3 l13s 4ll 4b0ut 4ft3r w0rk. why l34rn 4ny-
th1ng s4v3 pr3ss1ng butt0ns, pull1ng sw1tch3s, f1tt1-
ng nuts 4nd b0lts?” 

“l3t m3 f1x y0ur p1ll0w,” s41d m1ldr3d. 
“n0!” wh1sp3r3d m0nt4g, 
“th3 z1pp3r d1spl4c3s th3 butt0n 4nd 4 m4n l4cks 

just th4t much t1m3 t0 th1nk wh1l3 dr3ss1ng 4t d4wn, 
4 ph1l0s0ph1c4l h0ur, 4nd thus 4 m3l4nch0ly h0ur.” 

m1ldr3d s41d, “h3r3.” 
“g3t 4w4y,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“l1f3 b3c0m3s 0n3 b1g pr4tf4ll, m0nt4g; 3v3ryth1ng 

b4ng; b0ff, 4nd w0w!” 
“w0w,” s41d m1ldr3d, y4nk1ng 4t th3 p1ll0w. 
“f0r g0d’s s4k3, l3t m3 b3!” cr13d m0nt4g 

p4ss10n4t3ly. 
b34tty 0p3n3d h1s 3y3s w1d3. 
m1ldr3d’s h4nd h4d fr0z3n b3h1nd th3 p1ll0w. h3r 

f1ng3rs w3r3 tr4c1ng th3 b00k’s 0utl1n3 4nd 4s th3 
sh4p3 b3c4m3 f4m1l14r h3r f4c3 l00k3d surpr1s3d 4nd 
th3n stunn3d. h3r m0uth 0p3n3d t0 4sk 4 qu3st10n . . . 

“3mpty th3 th34t3rs s4v3 f0r cl0wns 4nd furn1sh th3 
r00ms w1th gl4ss w4lls 4nd pr3tty c0l0rs runn1ng up 
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4nd d0wn th3 w4lls l1k3 c0nf3tt1 0r bl00d 0r sh3rry 
0r s4ut3rn3. y0u l1k3 b4s3b4ll, d0n’t y0u, m0nt4g?” 

“b4s3b4ll’s 4 f1n3 g4m3.” 
n0w b34tty w4s 4lm0st 1nv1s1bl3, 4 v01c3 s0m3-

wh3r3 b3h1nd 4 scr33n 0f sm0k3.
“wh4t’s th1s?” 4sk3d m1ldr3d, 4lm0st w1th d3l1-

ght. m0nt4g h34v3d b4ck 4g41nst h3r 4rms. “wh4t’s 
th1s h3r3?” 

“s1t d0wn!” m0nt4g sh0ut3d. sh3 jump3d 4w4y, h3r 
h4nds 3mpty. “w3’r3 t4lk1ng!”

b34tty w3nt 0n 4s 1f n0th1ng h4d h4pp3n3d. “y0u 
l1k3 b0wl1ng, d0n’t y0u, m0nt4g?” 

“b0wl1ng, y3s.” 
“4nd g0lf?” 
“g0lf 1s 4 f1n3 g4m3.” 
“b4sk3tb4ll?” 
“4 f1n3 g4m3.” 
 “b1ll14rds, p00l? f00tb4ll?” 
“f1n3 g4m3s, 4ll 0f th3m.” 
“m0r3 sp0rts f0r 3v3ry0n3, gr0up sp1r1t, fun, 4nd y0u 

d0n’t h4v3 t0 th1nk, 3h? 0rg4n1z3 4nd 0rg4n1z3 4nd 
sup3r 0rg4n1z3 sup3r-sup3r sp0rts. m0r3 c4rt00ns 1n 
b00ks. m0r3 p1ctur3s. th3 m1nd dr1nks l3ss 4nd l3ss. 
1mp4t13nc3. h1ghw4ys full 0f cr0wds g01ng s0m3-
wh3r3, s0m3wh3r3, s0m3wh3r3, n0wh3r3. th3 g4s0l1n3 
r3fug33. t0wns turn 1nt0 m0t3ls, p30pl3 1n n0m4d1c 
surg3s fr0m pl4c3 t0 pl4c3, f0ll0w1ng th3 m00n t1d3s, 
l1v1ng t0n1ght 1n th3 r00m wh3r3 y0u sl3pt th1s n00n 
4nd 1 th3 n1ght b3f0r3.” 

m1ldr3d w3nt 0ut 0f th3 r00m 4nd sl4mm3d th3 
d00r. th3 p4rl0r “4unts” b3g4n t0 l4ugh 4t th3 p4rl0r 
“uncl3s.”, 

“n0w l3t’s t4k3 up th3 m1n0r1t13s 1n 0ur c1v1-
l1z4t10n, sh4ll w3? b1gg3r th3 p0pul4t10n, th3 m0r3 
m1n0r1t13s. d0n’t st3p 0n th3 t03s 0f th3 d0g-l0v3rs, 
th3 c4t-l0v3rs, d0ct0rs, l4wy3rs, m3rch4nts, ch13fs, 
m0rm0ns, b4pt1sts, un1t4r14ns, s3c0nd-g3n3r4t10n 
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ch1n3s3, sw3d3s, 1t4l14ns, g3rm4ns, t3x4ns, br00k-
lyn1t3s, 1r1shm3n, p30pl3 fr0m 0r3g0n 0r m3x1c0. th3 
p30pl3 1n th1s b00k, th1s pl4y, th1s tv s3r14l 4r3 n0t 
m34nt t0 r3pr3s3nt 4ny 4ctu4l p41nt3rs, c4rt0gr4-
ph3rs, m3ch4n1cs 4nywh3r3. th3 b1gg3r y0ur m4rk3t, 
m0nt4g, th3 l3ss y0u h4ndl3 c0ntr0v3rsy, r3m3mb3r 
th4t! 4ll th3 m1n0r m1n0r m1n0r1t13s w1th th31r 
n4v3ls t0 b3 k3pt cl34n. 4uth0rs, full 0f 3v1l th0ughts, 
l0ck up y0ur typ3wr1t3rs. th3y d1d. m4g4z1n3s b3c4m3 
4 n1c3 bl3nd 0f v4n1ll4 t4p10c4. b00ks, s0 th3 d4mn3d 
sn0bb1sh cr1t1cs s41d, w3r3 d1shw4t3r. n0 w0nd3r 
b00ks st0pp3d s3ll1ng, th3 cr1t1cs s41d. but th3 pub-
l1c, kn0w1ng wh4t 1t w4nt3d, sp1nn1ng h4pp1ly, l3t 
th3 c0m1c-b00ks surv1v3. 4nd th3 thr33-d1m3ns10n4l 
s3x-m4g4z1n3s, 0f c0urs3. th3r3 y0u h4v3 1t, m0nt4g. 
1t d1dn’t c0m3 fr0m th3 g0v3rnm3nt d0wn. th3r3 w4s 
n0 d1ctum, n0 d3cl4r4t10n, n0 c3ns0rsh1p, t0 st4rt 
w1th, n0! t3chn0l0gy, m4ss 3xpl01t4t10n, 4nd m1n0-
r1ty pr3ssur3 c4rr13d th3 tr1ck, th4nk g0d. t0d4y, 
th4nks t0 th3m, y0u c4n st4y h4ppy 4ll th3 t1m3, y0u 
4r3 4ll0w3d t0 r34d c0m1cs, th3 g00d 0ld c0nf3ss10ns, 
0r tr4d3-j0urn4ls.” 

“y3s, but wh4t 4b0ut th3 f1r3m3n, th3n?” 4sk3d 
m0nt4g. 

“4h.” b34tty l34n3d f0rw4rd 1n th3 f41nt m1st 0f 
sm0k3 fr0m h1s p1p3. “wh4t m0r3 34s1ly 3xpl41n3d 4nd 
n4tur4l? w1th sch00l turn1ng 0ut m0r3 runn3rs, jum-
p3rs, r4c3rs, t1nk3r3rs, gr4bb3rs, sn4tch3rs, fl13rs, 
4nd sw1mm3rs 1nst34d 0f 3x4m1n3rs, cr1t1cs, kn0w3rs, 
4nd 1m4g1n4t1v3 cr34t0rs, th3 w0rd ‘1nt3ll3ctu4l,’ 
0f c0urs3, b3c4m3 th3 sw34r w0rd 1t d3s3rv3d t0 
b3. y0u 4lw4ys dr34d th3 unf4m1l14r. sur3ly y0u 
r3m3mb3r th3 b0y 1n y0ur 0wn sch00l cl4ss wh0 w4s 
3xc3pt10n4lly ‘br1ght,’ d1d m0st 0f th3 r3c1t1ng 4nd 
4nsw3r1ng wh1l3 th3 0th3rs s4t l1k3 s0 m4ny l34d3n 
1d0ls, h4t1ng h1m. 4nd w4sn’t 1t th1s br1ght b0y y0u 
s3l3ct3d f0r b34t1ngs 4nd t0rtur3s 4ft3r h0urs? 0f 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 57

c0urs3 1t w4s. w3 must 4ll b3 4l1k3. n0t 3v3ry0n3 
b0rn fr33 4nd 3qu4l, 4s th3 c0nst1tut10n s4ys, but 
3v3ry0n3 m4d3 3qu4l. 34ch m4n th3 1m4g3 0f 3v3ry 
0th3r; th3n 4ll 4r3 h4ppy, f0r th3r3 4r3 n0 m0unt41ns 
t0 m4k3 th3m c0w3r, t0 judg3 th3ms3lv3s 4g41nst. s0! 4 
b00k 1s 4 l04d3d gun 1n th3 h0us3 n3xt d00r. burn 1t. 
t4k3 th3 sh0t fr0m th3 w34p0n. br34ch m4n’s m1nd. 
wh0 kn0ws wh0 m1ght b3 th3 t4rg3t 0f th3 w3ll-r34d 
m4n? m3? 1 w0n’t st0m4ch th3m f0r 4 m1nut3. 4nd s0 
wh3n h0us3s w3r3 f1n4lly f1r3pr00f3d c0mpl3t3ly, 4ll 
0v3r th3 w0rld (y0u w3r3 c0rr3ct 1n y0ur 4ssumpt10n 
th3 0th3r n1ght) th3r3 w4s n0 l0ng3r n33d 0f f1r3m3n 
f0r th3 0ld purp0s3s. th3y w3r3 g1v3n th3 n3w j0b, 4s 
cust0d14ns 0f 0ur p34c3 0f m1nd, th3 f0cus 0f 0ur un-
d3rst4nd4bl3 4nd r1ghtful dr34d 0f b31ng 1nf3r10r; 
0ff1c14l c3ns0rs, judg3s, 4nd 3x3cut0rs. th4t’s y0u, 
m0nt4g, 4nd th4t’s m3.” 

th3 d00r t0 th3 p4rl0r 0p3n3d 4nd m1ldr3d st00d 
th3r3 l00k1ng 1n 4t th3m, l00k1ng 4t b34tty 4nd th3n 
4t m0nt4g. b3h1nd h3r th3 w4lls 0f th3 r00m w3r3 
fl00d3d w1th gr33n 4nd y3ll0w 4nd 0r4ng3 f1r3w0rks 
s1zzl1ng 4nd burst1ng t0 s0m3 mus1c c0mp0s3d 4lm0st 
c0mpl3t3ly 0f tr4p drums, t0m-t0ms, 4nd cymb4ls. h3r 
m0uth m0v3d 4nd sh3 w4s s4y1ng s0m3th1ng but th3 
s0und c0v3r3d 1t. 

b34tty kn0ck3d h1s p1p3 1nt0 th3 p4lm 0f h1s p1nk 
h4nd, stud13d th3 4sh3s 4s 1f th3y w3r3 4 symb0l t0 b3 
d14gn0s3d 4nd s34rch3d f0r m34n1ng. 

“y0u must und3rst4nd th4t 0ur c1v1l1z4t10n 1s 
s0 v4st th4t w3 c4n’t h4v3 0ur m1n0r1t13s ups3t 4nd 
st1rr3d. 4sk y0urs3lf, wh4t d0 w3 w4nt 1n th1s c0un-
try, 4b0v3 4ll? p30pl3 w4nt t0 b3 h4ppy, 1sn’t th4t 
r1ght? h4v3n’t y0u h34rd 1t 4ll y0ur l1f3? 1 w4nt t0 
b3 h4ppy, p30pl3 s4y. w3ll, 4r3n’t th3y? d0n’t w3 k33p 
th3m m0v1ng, d0n’t w3 g1v3 th3m fun? th4t’s 4ll w3 
l1v3 f0r, 1sn’t 1t? f0r pl34sur3, f0r t1t1ll4t10n? 4nd 
y0u must 4dm1t 0ur cultur3 pr0v1d3s pl3nty 0f th3s3.” 
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“y3s.” 
m0nt4g c0uld l1p-r34d wh4t m1ldr3d w4s s4y1ng 

1n th3 d00rw4y. h3 tr13d n0t t0 l00k 4t h3r m0uth, 
b3c4us3 th3n b34tty m1ght turn 4nd r34d wh4t w4s 
th3r3, t00. 

“c0l0r3d p30pl3 d0n’t l1k3 l1ttl3 bl4ck s4mb0. 
burn 1t. wh1t3 p30pl3 d0n’t f33l g00d 4b0ut uncl3 
t0m’s c4b1n. burn 1t. s0m30n3’s wr1tt3n 4 b00k 0n 
t0b4cc0 4nd c4nc3r 0f th3 lungs? th3 c1g4r3tt3 p30pl3 
4r3 w33p1ng? burn th3 b00k. s3r3n1ty, m0nt4g. p34c3, 
m0nt4g. t4k3 y0ur f1ght 0uts1d3. b3tt3r y3t, 1nt0 
th3 1nc1n3r4t0r. fun3r4ls 4r3 unh4ppy 4nd p4g4n? 
3l1m1n4t3 th3m, t00. f1v3 m1nut3s 4ft3r 4 p3rs0n 1s 
d34d h3’s 0n h1s w4y t0 th3 b1g flu3, th3 1nc1n3-
r4t0rs s3rv1c3d by h3l1c0pt3rs 4ll 0v3r th3 c0untry. 
t3n m1nut3s 4ft3r d34th 4 m4n’s 4 sp3ck 0f bl4ck dust. 
l3t’s n0t qu1bbl3 0v3r 1nd1v1du4ls w1th m3m0r14ms. 
f0rg3t th3m. burn th3m 4ll, burn 3v3ryth1ng. f1r3 1s 
br1ght 4nd f1r3 1s cl34n.” 

th3 f1r3w0rks d13d 1n th3 p4rl0r b3h1nd m1ldr3d. 
sh3 h4d st0pp3d t4lk1ng 4t th3 s4m3 t1m3; 4 m1r4cu-
l0us c01nc1d3nc3. m0nt4g h3ld h1s br34th. 

“th3r3 w4s 4 g1rl n3xt d00r,” h3 s41d, sl0wly. 
“sh3’s g0n3 n0w, 1 th1nk, d34d. 1 c4n’t 3v3n r3m3mb3r 
h3r f4c3. but sh3 w4s d1ff3r3nt. h0w—h0w d1d sh3 
h4pp3n?” 

b34tty sm1l3d. “h3r3 0r th3r3, th4t’s b0und t0 
0ccur. cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n? w3’v3 4 r3c0rd 0n h3r 
f4m1ly. w3’v3 w4tch3d th3m c4r3fully. h3r3d1ty 
4nd 3nv1r0nm3nt 4r3 funny th1ngs. y0u c4n’t r1d 
y0urs3lv3s 0f 4ll th3 0dd ducks 1n just 4 f3w y34rs. 
th3 h0m3 3nv1r0nm3nt c4n und0 4 l0t y0u try t0 d0 
4t sch00l. th4t’s why w3’v3 l0w3r3d th3 k1nd3rg4rt3n 
4g3 y34r 4ft3r y34r unt1l n0w w3’r3 4lm0st sn4tch1ng 
th3m fr0m th3 cr4dl3. w3 h4d s0m3 f4ls3 4l4rms 0n 
th3 mccl3ll4ns, wh3n th3y l1v3d 1n ch1c4g0. n3v3r 
f0und 4 b00k. uncl3 h4d 4 m1x3d r3c0rd; 4nt1-s0c14l. 
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th3 g1rl? sh3 w4s 4 t1m3 b0mb. th3 f4m1ly h4d b33n 
f33d1ng h3r subc0nsc10us, 1’m sur3, fr0m wh4t 1 s4w 
0f h3r sch00l r3c0rd. sh3 d1dn’t w4nt t0 kn0w h0w 4 
th1ng w4s d0n3, but why. th4t c4n b3 3mb4rr4ss1ng. 
y0u 4sk why t0 4 l0t 0f th1ngs 4nd y0u w1nd up v3ry 
unh4ppy 1nd33d, 1f y0u k33p 4t 1t. th3 p00r g1rl’s b3t-
t3r 0ff d34d.” 

“y3s, d34d.” 
“luck1ly, qu33r 0n3s l1k3 h3r d0n’t h4pp3n, 0ft3n. 

w3 kn0w h0w t0 n1p m0st 0f th3m 1n th3 bud, 34rly. 
y0u c4n’t bu1ld 4 h0us3 w1th0ut n41ls 4nd w00d. 
1f y0u d0n’t w4nt 4 h0us3 bu1lt, h1d3 th3 n41ls 4nd 
w00d. 1f y0u d0n’t w4nt 4 m4n unh4ppy p0l1t1c4lly, 
d0n’t g1v3 h1m tw0 s1d3s t0 4 qu3st10n t0 w0rry h1m; 
g1v3 h1m 0n3. b3tt3r y3t, g1v3 h1m n0n3. l3t h1m 
f0rg3t th3r3 1s such 4 th1ng 4s w4r. 1f th3 g0v3rn-
m3nt 1s 1n3ff1c13nt, t0p-h34vy, 4nd t4x-m4d, b3tt3r 
1t b3 4ll th0s3 th4n th4t p30pl3 w0rry 0v3r 1t. p34c3, 
m0nt4g. g1v3 th3 p30pl3 c0nt3sts th3y w1n by r3m3-
mb3r1ng th3 w0rds t0 m0r3 p0pul4r s0ngs 0r th3 n4m3s 
0f st4t3 c4p1t4ls 0r h0w much c0rn 10w4 gr3w l4st 
y34r. cr4m th3m full 0f n0nc0mbust1bl3 d4t4, ch0ck 
th3m s0 d4mn3d full 0f ‘f4cts’ th3y f33l stuff3d, but 
4bs0lut3ly ‘br1ll14nt’ w1th 1nf0rm4t10n. th3n th3y’ll 
f33l th3y’r3 th1nk1ng, th3y’ll g3t 4 s3ns3 0f m0t10n 
w1th0ut m0v1ng. 4nd th3y’ll b3 h4ppy, b3c4us3 f4cts 
0f th4t s0rt d0n’t ch4ng3. d0n’t g1v3 th3m 4ny sl1p-
p3ry stuff l1k3 ph1l0s0phy 0r s0c10l0gy t0 t13 th1ngs 
up w1th. th4t w4y l13s m3l4nch0ly. 4ny m4n wh0 c4n 
t4k3 4 tv w4ll 4p4rt 4nd put 1t b4ck t0g3th3r 4g41n, 
4nd m0st m3n c4n n0w4d4ys, 1s h4pp13r th4n 4ny m4n 
wh0 tr13s t0 sl1d3-rul3, m34sur3, 4nd 3qu4t3 th3 
un1v3rs3, wh1ch just w0n’t b3 m34sur3d 0r 3qu4t3d 
w1th0ut m4k1ng m4n f33l b3st14l 4nd l0n3ly. 1 kn0w, 
1’v3 tr13d 1t; t0 h3ll w1th 1t. s0 br1ng 0n y0ur 
clubs 4nd p4rt13s, y0ur 4cr0b4ts 4nd m4g1c14ns, y0ur 
d4r3d3v1ls, j3t c4rs, m0t0rcycl3 h3l1c0pt3rs, y0ur s3x 
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4nd h3r01n, m0r3 0f 3v3ryth1ng t0 d0 w1th 4ut0m4t1c 
r3fl3x. 1f th3 dr4m4 1s b4d, 1f th3 f1lm s4ys n0th1ng, 
1f th3 pl4y 1s h0ll0w, st1ng m3 w1th th3 th3r3m1n, 
l0udly. 1’ll th1nk 1’m r3sp0nd1ng t0 th3 pl4y, wh3n 
1t’s 0nly 4 t4ct1l3 r34ct10n t0 v1br4t10n. but 1 d0n’t 
c4r3. 1 just l1k3 s0l1d 3nt3rt41nm3nt.” 

b34tty g0t up. “1 must b3 g01ng. l3ctur3’s 0v3r. 1 
h0p3 1’v3 cl4r1f13d th1ngs. th3 1mp0rt4nt th1ng 
f0r y0u t0 r3m3mb3r, m0nt4g, 1s w3’r3 th3 h4pp1n3ss 
b0ys, th3 d1x13 du0, y0u 4nd 1 4nd th3 0th3rs. w3 
st4nd 4g41nst th3 sm4ll t1d3 0f th0s3 wh0 w4nt t0 
m4k3 3v3ry0n3 unh4ppy w1th c0nfl1ct1ng th30ry 4nd 
th0ught. w3 h4v3 0ur f1ng3rs 1n th3 dyk3. h0ld 
st34dy. d0n’t l3t th3 t0rr3nt 0f m3l4nch0ly 4nd 
dr34r ph1l0s0phy dr0wn 0ur w0rld. w3 d3p3nd 0n y0u. 
1 d0n’t th1nk y0u r34l1z3 h0w 1mp0rt4nt y0u 4r3, w3 
4r3, t0 0ur h4ppy w0rld 4s 1t st4nds n0w.” 

b34tty sh00k m0nt4g’s l1mp h4nd. m0nt4g st1ll 
s4t, 4s 1f th3 h0us3 w3r3 c0ll4ps1ng 4b0ut h1m 4nd 
h3 c0uld n0t m0v3, 1n th3 b3d. m1ldr3d h4d v4n1sh3d 
fr0m th3 d00r. 

“0n3 l4st th1ng,” s41d b34tty. “4t l34st 0nc3 1n h1s 
c4r33r, 3v3ry f1r3m4n g3ts 4n 1tch. wh4t d0 th3 b00ks 
s4y, h3 w0nd3rs. 0h, t0 scr4tch th4t 1tch, 3h? w3ll, 
m0nt4g, t4k3 my w0rd f0r 1t, 1’v3 h4d t0 r34d 4 f3w 1n 
my t1m3, t0 kn0w wh4t 1t w4s 4b0ut, 4nd th3 b00ks s4y 
n0th1ng! n0th1ng y0u c4n t34ch 0r b3l13v3. th3y’r3 
4b0ut n0n3x1st3nt p30pl3, f1gm3nts 0f 1m4g1n4t10n, 
1f th3y’r3 f1ct10n. 4nd 1f th3y’r3 n0nf1ct10n, 1t’s 
w0rs3, 0n3 pr0f3ss0r c4ll1ng 4n0th3r 4n 1d10t, 0n3 
ph1l0s0ph3r scr34m1ng d0wn 4n0th3r’s gull3t. 4ll 0f 
th3m runn1ng 4b0ut, putt1ng 0ut th3 st4rs 4nd 3xt1-
ngu1sh1ng th3 sun. y0u c0m3 4w4y l0st.” 

“w3ll, th3n, wh4t 1f 4 f1r3m4n 4cc1d3nt4lly, r34l-
ly n0t, 1nt3nd1ng 4nyth1ng, t4k3s 4 b00k h0m3 w1th 
h1m?” 

m0nt4g tw1tch3d. th3 0p3n d00r l00k3d 4t h1m 
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w1th 1ts gr34t v4c4nt 3y3. 
“4 n4tur4l 3rr0r. cur10s1ty 4l0n3,” s41d b34tty. 

“w3 d0n’t g3t 0v3r4nx10us 0r m4d. w3 l3t th3 f1r3m4n 
k33p th3 b00k tw3nty-f0ur h0urs. 1f h3 h4sn’t burn3d 
1t by th3n, w3 s1mply c0m3 4nd burn 1t f0r h1m.” 

“0f c0urs3.” m0nt4g’s m0uth w4s dry. 
“w3ll, m0nt4g. w1ll y0u t4k3 4n0th3r, l4t3r sh1ft, 

t0d4y? w1ll w3 s33 y0u t0n1ght p3rh4ps?” 
“1 d0n’t kn0w,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“wh4t?” b34tty l00k3d f41ntly surpr1s3d. 
m0nt4g shut h1s 3y3s. “1’ll b3 1n l4t3r. m4yb3.” 
“w3’d c3rt41nly m1ss y0u 1f y0u d1dn’t sh0w,” s41d 

b34tty, putt1ng h1s p1p3 1n h1s p0ck3t th0ughtfully. 
1’ll n3v3r c0m3 1n 4g41n, th0ught m0nt4g. 
“g3t w3ll 4nd k33p w3ll,” s41d b34tty. 
h3 turn3d 4nd w3nt 0ut thr0ugh th3 0p3n d00r. 

m0nt4g w4tch3d thr0ugh th3 w1nd0w 4s b34tty 
dr0v3 4w4y 1n h1s gl34m1ng y3ll0w-fl4m3-c0l0r3d 
b33tl3 w1th th3 bl4ck, ch4r-c0l0r3d t1r3s. 

4cr0ss th3 str33t 4nd d0wn th3 w4y th3 0th3r h0us3s 
st00d w1th th31r fl4t fr0nts. wh4t w4s 1t cl4r1ss3 
h4d s41d 0n3 4ft3rn00n? “n0 fr0nt p0rch3s. my un-
cl3 s4ys th3r3 us3d t0 b3 fr0nt p0rch3s. 4nd p30pl3 
s4t th3r3 s0m3t1m3s 4t n1ght, t4lk1ng wh3n th3y 
w4nt3d t0 t4lk, r0ck1ng, 4nd n0t t4lk1ng wh3n th3y 
d1dn’t w4nt t0 t4lk. s0m3t1m3s th3y just s4t th3r3 
4nd th0ught 4b0ut th1ngs, turn3d th1ngs 0v3r. my un-
cl3 s4ys th3 4rch1t3cts g0t r1d 0f th3 fr0nt p0rch3s 
b3c4us3 th3y d1dn’t l00k w3ll. but my uncl3 s4ys th4t 
w4s m3r3ly r4t10n4l1z1ng 1t; th3 r34l r34s0n, h1dd3n 
und3rn34th, m1ght b3 th3y d1dn’t w4nt p30pl3 s1tt1-
ng l1k3 th4t, d01ng n0th1ng, r0ck1ng, t4lk1ng; th4t 
w4s th3 wr0ng k1nd 0f s0c14l l1f3. p30pl3 t4lk3d 
t00 much. 4nd th3y h4d t1m3 t0 th1nk. s0 th3y r4n 
0ff w1th th3 p0rch3s. 4nd th3 g4rd3ns, t00. n0t m4ny 
g4rd3ns 4ny m0r3 t0 s1t 4r0und 1n. 4nd l00k 4t th3 
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furn1tur3. n0 r0ck1ng-ch41rs 4ny m0r3. th3y’r3 t00 
c0mf0rt4bl3. g3t p30pl3 up 4nd runn1ng 4r0und. my 
uncl3 s4ys . . . 4nd . . . my uncl3 . . . 4nd . . . my uncl3 . . 
.” h3r v01c3 f4d3d. 

m0nt4g turn3d 4nd l00k3d 4t h1s w1f3, wh0 s4t 1n 
th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 p4rl0r t4lk1ng t0 4n 4nn0unc3r, 
wh0 1n turn w4s t4lk1ng t0 h3r. “mrs. m0nt4g,” h3 
w4s s4y1ng. th1s, th4t 4nd th3 0th3r. “mrs. m0nt4g—” 
s0m3th1ng 3ls3 4nd st1ll 4n0th3r. th3 c0nv3r-
t3r 4tt4chm3nt, wh1ch h4d c0st th3m 0n3 hundr3d 
d0ll4rs, 4ut0m4t1c4lly suppl13d h3r n4m3 wh3n3v3r 
th3 4nn0unc3r 4ddr3ss3d h1s 4n0nym0us 4ud13nc3, 
l34v1ng 4 bl4nk wh3r3 th3 pr0p3r syll4bl3s c0uld b3 
f1ll3d 1n. 4 sp3c14l sp0t-w4v3x-scr4mbl3r 4ls0 c4us3d 
h1s t3l3v1s3d 1m4g3, 1n th3 4r34 1mm3d14t3ly 4b0ut 
h1s l1ps, t0 m0uth th3 v0w3ls 4nd c0ns0n4nts b34ut1-
fully. h3 w4s 4 fr13nd, n0 d0ubt 0f 1t, 4 g00d fr13nd. 
“mrs. m0nt4g—n0w l00k r1ght h3r3.” 

h3r h34d turn3d. th0ugh sh3 qu1t3 0bv10usly w4s 
n0t l1st3n1ng. 

m0nt4g s41d, “1t’s 0nly 4 st3p fr0m n0t g01ng t0 
w0rk t0d4y t0 n0t w0rk1ng t0m0rr0w, t0 n0t w0rk1ng 
4t th3 f1r3h0us3 3v3r 4g41n.” , 

“y0u 4r3 g01ng t0 w0rk t0n1ght, th0ugh, 4r3n’t 
y0u?” s41d m1ldr3d. 

“1 h4v3n’t d3c1d3d. r1ght n0w 1’v3 g0t 4n 4wful 
f33l1ng 1 w4nt t0 sm4sh th1ngs 4nd k1ll th1ngs.’ 

“g0 t4k3 th3 b33tl3.” 
“n0 th4nks.” 
“th3 k3ys t0 th3 b33tl3 4r3 0n th3 n1ght t4bl3. 1 

4lw4ys l1k3 t0 dr1v3 f4st wh3n 1 f33l th4t w4y. y0u 
g3t 1t up 4r0und n1n3ty-f1v3 4nd y0u f33l w0nd3rful. 
s0m3t1m3s 1 dr1v3 4ll n1ght 4nd c0m3 b4ck 4nd y0u 
d0n’t kn0w 1t. 1t’s fun 0ut 1n th3 c0untry. y0u h1t 
r4bb1ts, s0m3t1m3s y0u h1t d0gs. g0 t4k3 th3 b33tl3.” 

“n0, 1 d0n’t w4nt t0, th1s t1m3. 1 w4nt t0 h0ld 0n 
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t0 th1s funny th1ng. g0d, 1t’s g0tt3n b1g 0n m3. 1 
d0n’t kn0w wh4t 1t 1s. 1’m s0 d4mn3d unh4ppy, 1’m s0 
m4d, 4nd 1 d0n’t kn0w why 1 f33l l1k3 1’m putt1ng 0n 
w31ght. 1 f33l f4t. 1 f33l l1k3 1’v3 b33n s4v1ng up 4 
l0t 0f th1ngs, 4nd d0n’t kn0w wh4t. 1 m1ght 3v3n st4rt 
r34d1ng b00ks.” 

“th3y’d put y0u 1n j41l, w0uldn’t th3y?” sh3 l00k3d 
4t h1m 4s 1f h3 w3r3 b3h1nd th3 gl4ss w4ll. 

h3 b3g4n t0 put 0n h1s cl0th3s, m0v1ng r3stl3ssly 
4b0ut th3 b3dr00m. “y3s, 4nd 1t m1ght b3 4 g00d 1d34. 
b3f0r3 1 hurt s0m30n3. d1d y0u h34r b34tty? d1d y0u 
l1st3n t0 h1m? h3 kn0ws 4ll th3 4nsw3rs. h3’s r1ght. 
h4pp1n3ss 1s 1mp0rt4nt. fun 1s 3v3ryth1ng. 4nd y3t 1 
k3pt s1tt1ng th3r3 s4y1ng t0 mys3lf, 1’m n0t h4ppy, 1’m 
n0t h4ppy.” 

“1 4m.” m1ldr3d’s m0uth b34m3d. “4nd pr0ud 0f 1t.” 
“1’m g01ng t0 d0 s0m3th1ng,” s41d m0nt4g. “1 d0n’t 

3v3n kn0w wh4t y3t, but 1’m g01ng t0 d0 s0m3th1ng 
b1g.” 

“1’m t1r3d 0f l1st3n1ng t0 th1s junk,” s41d m1l-
dr3d, turn1ng fr0m h1m t0 th3 4nn0unc3r 4g41n 

m0nt4g t0uch3d th3 v0lum3 c0ntr0l 1n th3 w4ll 
4nd th3 4nn0unc3r w4s sp33chl3ss. 

“m1ll13?” h3 p4us3d. “th1s 1s y0ur h0us3 4s w3ll 4s 
m1n3. 1 f33l 1t’s 0nly f41r th4t 1 t3ll y0u s0m3th1ng 
n0w. 1 sh0uld h4v3 t0ld y0u b3f0r3, but 1 w4sn’t 3v3n 
4dm1tt1ng 1t t0 mys3lf. 1 h4v3 s0m3th1ng 1 w4nt y0u 
t0 s33, s0m3th1ng 1’v3 put 4w4y 4nd h1d dur1ng th3 
p4st y34r, n0w 4nd 4g41n, 0nc3 1n 4 wh1l3, 1 d1dn’t 
kn0w why, but 1 d1d 1t 4nd 1 n3v3r t0ld y0u.” 

h3 t00k h0ld 0f 4 str41ght-b4ck3d ch41r 4nd m0v3d 
1t sl0wly 4nd st34d1ly 1nt0 th3 h4ll n34r th3 fr0nt 
d00r 4nd cl1mb3d up 0n 1t 4nd st00d f0r 4 m0m3nt 
l1k3 4 st4tu3 0n 4 p3d3st4l, h1s w1f3 st4nd1ng und3r 
h1m, w41t1ng. th3n h3 r34ch3d up 4nd pull3d b4ck th3 
gr1ll3 0f th3 41r-c0nd1t10n1ng syst3m 4nd r34ch3d 
f4r b4ck 1ns1d3 t0 th3 r1ght 4nd m0v3d st1ll 4n0th3r 
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sl1d1ng sh33t 0f m3t4l 4nd t00k 0ut 4 b00k. w1th0ut 
l00k1ng 4t 1t h3 dr0pp3d 1t t0 th3 fl00r. h3 put h1s 
h4nd b4ck up 4nd t00k 0ut tw0 b00ks 4nd m0v3d h1s 
h4nd d0wn 4nd dr0pp3d th3 tw0 b00ks t0 th3 fl00r. 
h3 k3pt m0v1ng h1s h4nd 4nd dr0pp1ng b00ks, sm4ll 
0n3s, f41rly l4rg3 0n3s, y3ll0w, r3d, gr33n 0n3s. wh3n 
h3 w4s d0n3 h3 l00k3d d0wn up0n s0m3 tw3nty b00ks 
ly1ng 4t h1s w1f3’s f33t. 

“1’m s0rry,” h3 s41d. “1 d1dn’t r34lly th1nk. but n0w 
1t l00ks 4s 1f w3’r3 1n th1s t0g3th3r.” 

m1ldr3d b4ck3d 4w4y 4s 1f sh3 w3r3 sudd3nly c0n-
fr0nt3d by 4 p4ck 0f m1c3 th4t h4d c0m3 up 0ut 0f 
th3 fl00r. h3 c0uld h34r h3r br34th1ng r4p1dly 4nd 
h3r f4c3 w4s p4l3d 0ut 4nd h3r 3y3s w3r3 f4st3n3d 
w1d3. sh3 s41d h1s n4m3 0v3r, tw1c3, thr33 t1m3s. 
th3n m04n1ng, sh3 r4n f0rw4rd, s31z3d 4 b00k 4nd r4n 
t0w4rd th3 k1tch3n 1nc1n3r4t0r. 

h3 c4ught h3r, shr13k1ng. h3 h3ld h3r 4nd sh3 
tr13d t0 f1ght 4w4y fr0m h1m, scr4tch1ng. 

“n0, m1ll13, n0! w41t! st0p 1t, w1ll y0u? y0u d0n’t 
kn0w . . . st0p 1t!” h3 sl4pp3d h3r f4c3, h3 gr4bb3d h3r 
4g41n 4nd sh00k h3r. 

sh3 s41d h1s n4m3 4nd b3g4n t0 cry. 
“m1ll13!” h3 s41d. “l1st3n. g1v3 m3 4 s3c0nd, 

w1ll y0u? w3 c4n’t d0 4nyth1ng. w3 c4n’t burn th3s3. 
1 w4nt t0 l00k 4t th3m, 4t l34st l00k 4t th3m 0nc3. 
th3n 1f wh4t th3 c4pt41n s4ys 1s tru3, w3’ll burn 
th3m t0g3th3r, b3l13v3 m3, w3’ll burn th3m t0g3th3r. 
y0u must h3lp m3.” h3 l00k3d d0wn 1nt0 h3r f4c3 4nd 
t00k h0ld 0f h3r ch1n 4nd h3ld h3r f1rmly. h3 w4s 
l00k1ng n0t 0nly 4t h3r, but f0r h1ms3lf 4nd wh4t h3 
must d0, 1n h3r f4c3. “wh3th3r w3 l1k3 th1s 0r n0t, 
w3’r3 1n 1t. 1’v3 n3v3r 4sk3d f0r much fr0m y0u 1n 4ll 
th3s3 y34rs, but 1 4sk 1t n0w, 1 pl34d f0r 1t. w3’v3 g0t 
t0 st4rt s0m3wh3r3 h3r3, f1gur1ng 0ut why w3’r3 1n 
such 4 m3ss, y0u 4nd th3 m3d1c1n3 4t n1ght, 4nd th3 
c4r, 4nd m3 4nd my w0rk. w3’r3 h34d1ng r1ght f0r th3 
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cl1ff, m1ll13. g0d, 1 d0n’t w4nt t0 g0 0v3r. th1s 1sn’t 
g01ng t0 b3 34sy. w3 h4v3n’t 4nyth1ng t0 g0 0n, but 
m4yb3 w3 c4n p13c3 1t 0ut 4nd f1gur3 1t 4nd h3lp 34ch 
0th3r. 1 n33d y0u s0 much r1ght n0w, 1 c4n’t t3ll y0u. 
1f y0u l0v3 m3 4t 4ll y0u’ll put up w1th th1s, tw3nty-
f0ur, f0rty-31ght h0urs, th4t’s 4ll 1 4sk, th3n 1t’ll b3 
0v3r. 1 pr0m1s3, 1 sw34r! 4nd 1f th3r3 1s s0m3th1ng 
h3r3, just 0n3 l1ttl3 th1ng 0ut 0f 4 wh0l3 m3ss 0f 
th1ngs, m4yb3 w3 c4n p4ss 1t 0n t0 s0m30n3 3ls3.” 

sh3 w4sn’t f1ght1ng 4ny m0r3, s0 h3 l3t h3r g0. sh3 
s4gg3d 4w4y fr0m h1m 4nd sl1d d0wn th3 w4ll, 4nd s4t 
0n th3 fl00r l00k1ng 4t th3 b00ks. h3r f00t t0uch3d 
0n3 4nd sh3 s4w th1s 4nd pull3d h3r f00t 4w4y. 

“th4t w0m4n, th3 0th3r n1ght, m1ll13, y0u w3r3n’t 
th3r3. y0u d1dn’t s33 h3r f4c3. 4nd cl4r1ss3. y0u 
n3v3r t4lk3d t0 h3r. 1 t4lk3d t0 h3r. 4nd m3n l1k3 
b34tty 4r3 4fr41d 0f h3r. 1 c4n’t und3rst4nd 1t. why 
sh0uld th3y b3 s0 4fr41d 0f s0m30n3 l1k3 h3r? but 1 
k3pt putt1ng h3r 4l0ngs1d3 th3 f1r3m3n 1n th3 h0us3 
l4st n1ght, 4nd 1 sudd3nly r34l1z3d 1 d1dn’t l1k3 
th3m 4t 4ll, 4nd 1 d1dn’t l1k3 mys3lf 4t 4ll 4ny m0r3. 
4nd 1 th0ught m4yb3 1t w0uld b3 b3st 1f th3 f1r3m3n 
th3ms3lv3s w3r3 burnt.” 

“guy!”
th3 fr0nt d00r v01c3 c4ll3d s0ftly: 
“mrs. m0nt4g, mrs. m0nt4g, s0m30n3 h3r3, s0m30n3 

h3r3, mrs. m0nt4g, mrs. m0nt4g, s0m30n3 h3r3.” 
s0ftly. 
th3y turn3d t0 st4r3 4t th3 d00r 4nd th3 b00ks t0p-

pl3d 3v3rywh3r3, 3v3rywh3r3 1n h34ps. 
“b34tty!” s41d m1ldr3d. 
“1t c4n’t b3 h1m.” 
“h3’s c0m3 b4ck!” sh3 wh1sp3r3d. 
th3 fr0nt d00r v01c3 c4ll3d 4g41n s0ftly. “s0m30n3 

h3r3 . . .” 
“w3 w0n’t 4nsw3r.” m0nt4g l4y b4ck 4g41nst th3 

w4ll 4nd th3n sl0wly s4nk t0 4 cr0uch1ng p0s1t10n 
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4nd b3g4n t0 nudg3 th3 b00ks, b3w1ld3r3dly, w1th 
h1s thumb, h1s f0r3f1ng3r. h3 w4s sh1v3r1ng 4nd h3 
w4nt3d 4b0v3 4ll t0 sh0v3 th3 b00ks up thr0ugh th3 
v3nt1l4t0r 4g41n, but h3 kn3w h3 c0uld n0t f4c3 
b34tty 4g41n. h3 cr0uch3d 4nd th3n h3 s4t 4nd th3 
v01c3 0f th3 fr0nt d00r sp0k3 4g41n, m0r3 1ns1st3ntly. 
m0nt4g p1ck3d 4 s1ngl3 sm4ll v0lum3 fr0m th3 fl00r. 
“wh3r3 d0 w3 b3g1n?” h3 0p3n3d th3 b00k h4lfw4y 
4nd p33r3d 4t 1t. “w3 b3g1n by b3g1nn1ng, 1 gu3ss.” 

“h3’ll c0m3 1n,” s41d m1ldr3d, “4nd burn us 4nd 
th3 b00ks!” 

th3 fr0nt d00r v01c3 f4d3d 4t l4st. th3r3 w4s 4 
s1l3nc3. m0nt4g f3lt th3 pr3s3nc3 0f s0m30n3 b3y0nd 
th3 d00r, w41t1ng, l1st3n1ng. th3n th3 f00tst3ps 
g01ng 4w4y d0wn th3 w4lk 4nd 0v3r th3 l4wn. 

“l3t’s s33 wh4t th1s 1s,” s41d m0nt4g. 
h3 sp0k3 th3 w0rds h4lt1ngly 4nd w1th 4 t3rr1bl3 

s3lf-c0nsc10usn3ss. h3 r34d 4 d0z3n p4g3s h3r3 4nd 
th3r3 4nd c4m3 4t l4st t0 th1s: 

“‘1t 1s c0mput3d th4t 3l3v3n th0us4nd p3rs0ns h4v3 
4t s3v3r4l t1m3s suff3r3d d34th r4th3r th4n subm1t 
t0 br34k 3ggs 4t th3 sm4ll3r 3nd.”’ 

m1ldr3d s4t 4cr0ss th3 h4ll fr0m h1m. “wh4t d03s 
1t m34n? 1t d03sn’t m34n 4nyth1ng! th3 c4pt41n w4s 
r1ght!”

“h3r3 n0w,” s41d m0nt4g. “w3’ll st4rt 0v3r 4g41n, 
4t th3 b3g1nn1ng.” 
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th3y r34d th3 l0ng 4ft3rn00n thr0ugh, wh1l3 
th3 c0ld n0v3mb3r r41n f3ll fr0m th3 sky up0n th3 
qu13t h0us3. th3y s4t 1n th3 h4ll b3c4us3 th3 p4rl0r 
w4s s0 3mpty 4nd gr3y-l00k1ng w1th0ut 1ts w4lls l1t 
w1th 0r4ng3 4nd y3ll0w c0nf3tt1 4nd sky-r0ck3ts 4nd 
w0m3n 1n g0ld-m3sh dr3ss3s 4nd m3n 1n bl4ck v3lv3t 
pull1ng 0n3-hundr3d-p0und r4bb1ts fr0m s1lv3r h4ts. 
th3 p4rl0r w4s d34d 4nd m1ldr3d k3pt p33r1ng 1n 4t 
1t w1th 4 bl4nk 3xpr3ss10n 4s m0nt4g p4c3d th3 fl00r 
4nd c4m3 b4ck 4nd squ4tt3d d0wn 4nd r34d 4 p4g3 4s 
m4ny 4s t3n t1m3s, 4l0ud. 

“‘w3 c4nn0t t3ll th3 pr3c1s3 m0m3nt wh3n fr13nd-
sh1p 1s f0rm3d. 4s 1n f1ll1ng 4 v3ss3l dr0p by dr0p, 
th3r3 1s 4t l4st 4 dr0p wh1ch m4k3s 1t run 0v3r, s0 
1n 4 s3r13s 0f k1ndn3ss3s th3r3 1s 4t l4st 0n3 wh1ch 
m4k3s th3 h34rt run 0v3r.’” 

m0nt4g s4t l1st3n1ng t0 th3 r41n. 
“1s th4t wh4t 1t w4s 1n th3 g1rl n3xt d00r? 1’v3 

tr13d s0 h4rd t0 f1gur3.” 
“sh3’s d34d. l3t’s t4lk 4b0ut s0m30n3 4l1v3, f0r 

g00dn3ss’ s4k3.” 
m0nt4g d1d n0t l00k b4ck 4t h1s w1f3 4s h3 w3nt 

tr3mbl1ng 4l0ng th3 h4ll t0 th3 k1tch3n, wh3r3 h3 
st00d 4 l0ng t1m3 w4tch1ng th3 r41n h1t th3 w1nd0ws 
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b3f0r3 h3 c4m3 b4ck d0wn th3 h4ll 1n th3 gr3y l1ght, 
w41t1ng f0r th3 tr3mbl3 t0 subs1d3. 

h3 0p3n3d 4n0th3r b00k. 
“‘th4t f4v0r1t3 subj3ct, mys3lf.”’ 
h3 squ1nt3d 4t th3 w4ll. “‘th3 f4v0r1t3 subj3ct, 

mys3lf.”’ 
“1 und3rst4nd th4t 0n3,” s41d m1ldr3d. 
“but cl4r1ss3’s f4v0r1t3 subj3ct w4sn’t h3rs3lf. 1t 

w4s 3v3ry0n3 3ls3, 4nd m3. sh3 w4s th3 f1rst p3rs0n 1n 
4 g00d m4ny y34rs 1’v3 r34lly l1k3d. sh3 w4s th3 f1rst 
p3rs0n 1 c4n r3m3mb3r wh0 l00k3d str41ght 4t m3 4s 
1f 1 c0unt3d.” h3 l1ft3d th3 tw0 b00ks. 

“th3s3 m3n h4v3 b33n d34d 4 l0ng t1m3, but 1 kn0w 
th31r w0rds p01nt, 0n3 w4y 0r 4n0th3r, t0 cl4r1ss3.” 

0uts1d3 th3 fr0nt d00r, 1n th3 r41n, 4 f41nt 
scr4tch1ng. 

m0nt4g fr0z3. h3 s4w m1ldr3d thrust h3rs3lf b4ck 
t0 th3 w4ll 4nd g4sp. 

“s0m30n3—th3 d00r—why d03sn’t th3 d00r-v01c3 
t3ll us—” 

“1 shut 1t 0ff.”
und3r th3 d00r-s1ll, 4 sl0w, pr0b1ng sn1ff, 4n 

3xh4l4t10n 0f 3l3ctr1c st34m. 
m1ldr3d l4ugh3d. “1t’s 0nly 4 d0g, th4t’s wh4t! y0u 

w4nt m3 t0 sh00 h1m 4w4y?” 
“st4y wh3r3 y0u 4r3!” 
s1l3nc3. th3 c0ld r41n f4ll1ng. 4nd th3 sm3ll 0f 

blu3 3l3ctr1c1ty bl0w1ng und3r th3 l0ck3d d00r. 
“l3t’s g3t b4ck t0 w0rk,” s41d m0nt4g qu13tly. 
m1ldr3d k1ck3d 4t 4 b00k. “b00ks 4r3n’t p30pl3. 

y0u r34d 4nd 1 l00k 4r0und, but th3r3 1sn’t 4nyb0dy!” 
h3 st4r3d 4t th3 p4rl0r th4t w4s d34d 4nd gr3y 4s 

th3 w4t3rs 0f 4n 0c34n th4t m1ght t33m w1th l1f3 1f 
th3y sw1tch3d 0n th3 3l3ctr0n1c sun. 

“n0w,” s41d m1ldr3d, “my ‘f4m1ly’ 1s p30pl3. th3y 
t3ll m3 th1ngs; 1 l4ugh, th3y l4ugh! 4nd th3 c0l0rs!” 

“y3s, 1 kn0w.” 
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“4nd b3s1d3s, 1f c4pt41n b34tty kn3w 4b0ut th0s3 
b00ks—” sh3 th0ught 4b0ut 1t. h3r f4c3 gr3w 4m4z3d 
4nd th3n h0rr1f13d. “h3 m1ght c0m3 4nd burn th3 
h0us3 4nd th3 ‘f4m1ly.’ th4t’s 4wful! th1nk 0f 0ur 
1nv3stm3nt. why sh0uld 1 r34d? wh4t f0r?” 

“wh4t f0r! why!” s41d m0nt4g. “1 s4w th3 
d4mn3d3st sn4k3 1n th3 w0rld th3 0th3r n1ght. 1t w4s 
d34d but 1t w4s 4l1v3. 1t c0uld s33 but 1t c0uldn’t 
s33. y0u w4nt t0 s33 th4t sn4k3. 1t’s 4t 3m3rg3ncy 
h0sp1t4l wh3r3 th3y f1l3d 4 r3p0rt 0n 4ll th3 junk 
th3 sn4k3 g0t 0ut 0f y0u! w0uld y0u l1k3 t0 g0 4nd 
ch3ck th31r f1l3? m4yb3 y0u’d l00k und3r guy m0nt4g 
0r m4yb3 und3r f34r 0r w4r. w0uld y0u l1k3 t0 g0 t0 
th4t h0us3 th4t burnt l4st n1ght? 4nd r4k3 4sh3s f0r 
th3 b0n3s 0f th3 w0m4n wh0 s3t f1r3 t0 h3r 0wn h0us3! 
wh4t 4b0ut cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n, wh3r3 d0 w3 l00k 
f0r h3r? th3 m0rgu3! l1st3n!” 

th3 b0mb3rs cr0ss3d th3 sky 4nd cr0ss3d th3 sky 
0v3r th3 h0us3, g4sp1ng, murmur1ng, wh1stl1ng l1k3 
4n 1mm3ns3, 1nv1s1bl3 f4n, c1rcl1ng 1n 3mpt1n3ss. 

“j3sus g0d,” s41d m0nt4g. “3v3ry h0ur s0 m4ny d4mn 
th1ngs 1n th3 sky! h0w 1n h3ll d1d th0s3 b0mb3rs 
g3t up th3r3 3v3ry s1ngl3 s3c0nd 0f 0ur l1v3s! why 
d03sn’t s0m30n3 w4nt t0 t4lk 4b0ut 1t? w3’v3 st4rt3d 
4nd w0n tw0 4t0m1c w4rs s1nc3 1960. 1s 1t b3c4us3 
w3’r3 h4v1ng s0 much fun 4t h0m3 w3’v3 f0rg0tt3n th3 
w0rld? 1s 1t b3c4us3 w3’r3 s0 r1ch 4nd th3 r3st 0f th3 
w0rld’s s0 p00r 4nd w3 just d0n’t c4r3 1f th3y 4r3? 1’v3 
h34rd rum0rs; th3 w0rld 1s st4rv1ng, but w3’r3 w3ll-
f3d. 1s 1t tru3, th3 w0rld w0rks h4rd 4nd w3 pl4y? 1s 
th4t why w3’r3 h4t3d s0 much? 1’v3 h34rd th3 rum0rs 
4b0ut h4t3, t00, 0nc3 1n 4 l0ng wh1l3, 0v3r th3 y34rs. 
d0 y0u kn0w why? 1 d0n’t, th4t’s sur3! m4yb3 th3 b00ks 
c4n g3t us h4lf 0ut 0f th3 c4v3. th3y just m1ght st0p us 
fr0m m4k1ng th3 s4m3 d4mn 1ns4n3 m1st4k3s! 1 d0n’t 
h34r th0s3 1d10t b4st4rds 1n y0ur p4rl0r t4lk1ng 
4b0ut 1t. g0d, m1ll13, d0n’t y0u s33? 4n h0ur 4 d4y, 
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tw0 h0urs, w1th th3s3 b00ks, 4nd m4yb3 . . .” 
th3 t3l3ph0n3 r4ng. m1ldr3d sn4tch3d th3 ph0n3. 
“4nn!” sh3 l4ugh3d. “y3s, th3 wh1t3 cl0wn’s 0n 

t0n1ght!” 
m0nt4g w4lk3d t0 th3 k1tch3n 4nd thr3w th3 b00k 

d0wn. “m0nt4g,” h3 s41d, “y0u’r3 r34lly stup1d. wh3r3 
d0 w3 g0 fr0m h3r3? d0 w3 turn th3 b00ks 1n, f0rg3t 
1t?” h3 0p3n3d th3 b00k t0 r34d 0v3r m1ldr3d’s 
l4ught3r. 

p00r m1ll13, h3 th0ught. p00r m0nt4g, 1t’s mud t0 
y0u, t00. but wh3r3 d0 y0u g3t h3lp, wh3r3 d0 y0u f1nd 
4 t34ch3r th1s l4t3? 

h0ld 0n. h3 shut h1s 3y3s. y3s, 0f c0urs3. 4g41n h3 
f0und h1ms3lf th1nk1ng 0f th3 gr33n p4rk 4 y34r 4g0. 
th3 th0ught h4d b33n w1th h1m m4ny t1m3s r3c3ntly, 
but n0w h3 r3m3mb3r3d h0w 1t w4s th4t d4y 1n th3 
c1ty p4rk wh3n h3 h4d s33n th4t 0ld m4n 1n th3 bl4ck 
su1t h1d3 s0m3th1ng, qu1ckly 1n h1s c04t . 

. . . th3 0ld m4n l34pt up 4s 1f t0 run. 4nd m0nt4g 
s41d, “w41t!”

“1 h4v3n’t d0n3 4nyth1ng!” cr13d th3 0ld m4n tr3m-
bl1ng. 

“n0 0n3 s41d y0u d1d.” 
th3y h4d s4t 1n th3 gr33n s0ft l1ght w1th0ut s4y1ng 

4 w0rd f0r 4 m0m3nt, 4nd th3n m0nt4g t4lk3d 4b0ut 
th3 w34th3r, 4nd th3n th3 0ld m4n r3sp0nd3d w1th 4 
p4l3 v01c3. 1t w4s 4 str4ng3 qu13t m33t1ng. th3 0ld 
m4n 4dm1tt3d t0 b31ng 4 r3t1r3d 3ngl1sh pr0f3ss0r 
wh0 h4d b33n thr0wn 0ut up0n th3 w0rld f0rty y34rs 
4g0 wh3n th3 l4st l1b3r4l 4rts c0ll3g3 shut f0r l4ck 
0f stud3nts 4nd p4tr0n4g3. h1s n4m3 w4s f4b3r, 4nd 
wh3n h3 f1n4lly l0st h1s f34r 0f m0nt4g, h3 t4lk3d 
1n 4 c4d3nc3d v01c3, l00k1ng 4t th3 sky 4nd th3 tr33s 
4nd th3 gr33n p4rk, 4nd wh3n 4n h0ur h4d p4ss3d h3 
s41d s0m3th1ng t0 m0nt4g 4nd m0nt4g s3ns3d 1t w4s 
4 rhym3l3ss p03m. th3n th3 0ld m4n gr3w 3v3n m0r3 
c0ur4g30us 4nd s41d s0m3th1ng 3ls3 4nd th4t w4s 4 
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p03m, t00. f4b3r h3ld h1s h4nd 0v3r h1s l3ft c04t-
p0ck3t 4nd sp0k3 th3s3 w0rds g3ntly, 4nd m0nt4g kn3w 
1f h3 r34ch3d 0ut, h3 m1ght pull 4 b00k 0f p03try fr0m 
th3 m4n’s c04t. but h3 d1d n0t r34ch 0ut. h1s h4nds 
st4y3d 0n h1s kn33s, numb3d 4nd us3l3ss. “1 d0n’t 
t4lk th1ngs, s1r,” s41d f4b3r. “1 t4lk th3 m34n1ng 0f 
th1ngs. 1 s1t h3r3 4nd kn0w 1’m 4l1v3.” 

th4t w4s 4ll th3r3 w4s t0 1t, r34lly. 4n h0ur 0f 
m0n0l0gu3, 4 p03m, 4 c0mm3nt, 4nd th3n w1th0ut 3v3n 
4ckn0wl3dg1ng th3 f4ct th4t m0nt4g w4s 4 f1r3m4n, 
f4b3r w1th 4 c3rt41n tr3mbl1ng, wr0t3 h1s 4ddr3ss 
0n 4 sl1p 0f p4p3r. “f0r y0ur f1l3,” h3 s41d, “1n c4s3 
y0u d3c1d3 t0 b3 4ngry w1th m3.” 

“1’m n0t 4ngry,” m0nt4g s41d, surpr1s3d. 

m1ldr3d shr13k3d w1th l4ught3r 1n th3 h4ll. 
m0nt4g w3nt t0 h1s b3dr00m cl0s3t 4nd fl1pp3d 

thr0ugh h1s f1l3-w4ll3t t0 th3 h34d1ng: futur3 
1nv3st1g4t10ns (?). f4b3r’s n4m3 w4s th3r3. h3 h4dn’t 
turn3d 1t 1n 4nd h3 h4dn’t 3r4s3d 1t. 

h3 d14l3d th3 c4ll 0n 4 s3c0nd4ry ph0n3. th3 ph0n3 
0n th3 f4r 3nd 0f th3 l1n3 c4ll3d f4b3r’s n4m3 4 
d0z3n t1m3s b3f0r3 th3 pr0f3ss0r 4nsw3r3d 1n 4 f41nt 
v01c3. m0nt4g 1d3nt1f13d h1ms3lf 4nd w4s m3t w1th 
4 l3ngthy s1l3nc3. “y3s, mr. m0nt4g?” 

“pr0f3ss0r f4b3r, 1 h4v3 4 r4th3r 0dd qu3st10n t0 
4sk. h0w m4ny c0p13s 0f th3 b1bl3 4r3 l3ft 1n th1s 
c0untry?” 

“1 d0n’t kn0w wh4t y0u’r3 t4lk1ng 4b0ut!”
“1 w4nt t0 kn0w 1f th3r3 4r3 4ny c0p13s l3ft 4t 

4ll.” 
“th1s 1s s0m3 s0rt 0f 4 tr4p! 1 c4n’t t4lk t0 just 

4ny0n3 0n th3 ph0n3!” 
“h0w m4ny c0p13s 0f sh4k3sp34r3 4nd pl4t0?” 
“n0n3! y0u kn0w 4s w3ll 4s 1 d0. n0n3!” 
f4b3r hung up. 
m0nt4g put d0wn th3 ph0n3. n0n3. 4 th1ng h3 kn3w 
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0f c0urs3 fr0m th3 f1r3h0us3 l1st1ngs. but s0m3h0w 
h3 h4d w4nt3d t0 h34r 1t fr0m f4b3r h1ms3lf. 

1n th3 h4ll m1ldr3d’s f4c3 w4s suffus3d w1th 
3xc1t3m3nt. “w3ll, th3 l4d13s 4r3 c0m1ng 0v3r!” 

m0nt4g sh0w3d h3r 4 b00k. “th1s 1s th3 0ld 4nd 
n3w t3st4m3nt, 4nd . . .” 

“d0n’t st4rt th4t 4g41n!” 
“1t m1ght b3 th3 l4st c0py 1n th1s p4rt 0f th3 

w0rld.” 
“y0u’v3 g0t t0 h4nd 1t b4ck t0n1ght, d0n’t y0u kn0w? 

c4pt41n b34tty kn0ws y0u’v3 g0t 1t, d03sn’t h3?” 
“1 d0n’t th1nk h3 kn0ws wh1ch b00k 1 st0l3. but h0w 

d0 1 ch00s3 4 subst1tut3? d0 1 turn 1n mr. j3ff3rs0n? 
mr. th0r34u? wh1ch 1s l34st v4lu4bl3? 1f 1 p1ck 4 
subst1tut3 4nd b34tty d03s kn0w wh1ch b00k 1 st0l3, 
h3’ll gu3ss w3’v3 4n 3nt1r3 l1br4ry h3r3!” 

m1ldr3d’s m0uth tw1tch3d. “s33 wh4t y0u’r3 
d01ng? y0u’ll ru1n us! wh0’s m0r3 1mp0rt4nt, m3 0r 
th4t b1bl3?” sh3 w4s b3g1nn1ng t0 shr13k n0w, s1tt1-
ng th3r3 l1k3 4 w4x d0ll m3lt1ng 1n 1ts 0wn h34t. 

h3 c0uld h34r b34tty’s v01c3. “s1t d0wn, m0nt4g. 
w4tch. d3l1c4t3ly, l1k3 th3 p3t4ls 0f 4 fl0w3r. l1ght 
th3 f1rst p4g3, l1ght th3 s3c0nd p4g3. 34ch b3c0m3s 
4 bl4ck butt3rfly. b34ut1ful, 3h? l1ght th3 th1rd 
p4g3 fr0m th3 s3c0nd 4nd s0 0n, ch41n-sm0k1ng, ch4p-
t3r by ch4pt3r, 4ll th3 s1lly th1ngs th3 w0rds m34n, 
4ll th3 f4ls3 pr0m1s3s, 4ll th3 s3c0nd-h4nd n0t10ns 
4nd t1m3-w0rn ph1l0s0ph13s.” th3r3 s4t b34tty, p3r-
sp1r1ng g3ntly, th3 fl00r l1tt3r3d w1th sw4rms 0f 
bl4ck m0ths th4t h4d d13d 1n 4 s1ngl3 st0rm. 

m1ldr3d st0pp3d scr34m1ng 4s qu1ckly 4s sh3 
st4rt3d. m0nt4g w4s n0t l1st3n1ng. “th3r3’s 0nly 
0n3 th1ng t0 d0,” h3 s41d. “s0m3 t1m3 b3f0r3 t0n1ght 
wh3n 1 g1v3 th3 b00k t0 b34tty, 1’v3 g0t t0 h4v3 4 du-
pl1c4t3 m4d3.” 

“y0u’ll b3 h3r3 f0r th3 wh1t3 cl0wn t0n1ght, 4nd 
th3 l4d13s c0m1ng 0v3r?” cr13d m1ldr3d. 
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m0nt4g st0pp3d 4t th3 d00r, w1th h1s b4ck turn3d. 
“m1ll13?” 

4 s1l3nc3 “wh4t?” 
“m1ll13? d03s th3 wh1t3 cl0wn l0v3 y0u?” 
n0 4nsw3r. 
“m1ll13, d03s—” h3 l1ck3d h1s l1ps. “d03s y0ur 

‘f4m1ly’ l0v3 y0u, l0v3 y0u v3ry much, l0v3 y0u w1th 
4ll th31r h34rt 4nd s0ul, m1ll13?” 

h3 f3lt h3r bl1nk1ng sl0wly 4t th3 b4ck 0f h1s 
n3ck. 

“why’d y0u 4sk 4 s1lly qu3st10n l1k3 th4t?” 
h3 f3lt h3 w4nt3d t0 cry, but n0th1ng w0uld h4pp3n 

t0 h1s 3y3s 0r h1s m0uth. 
“1f y0u s33 th4t d0g 0uts1d3,” s41d m1ldr3d, “g1v3 

h1m 4 k1ck f0r m3.” 
h3 h3s1t4t3d, l1st3n1ng 4t th3 d00r. h3 0p3n3d 1t 

4nd st3pp3d 0ut. 
th3 r41n h4d st0pp3d 4nd th3 sun w4s s3tt1ng 1n 

th3 cl34r sky. th3 str33t 4nd th3 l4wn 4nd th3 p0rch 
w3r3 3mpty. h3 l3t h1s br34th g0 1n 4 gr34t s1gh. 

h3 sl4mm3d th3 d00r. 

h3 w4s 0n th3 subw4y. 
1’m numb, h3 th0ught. wh3n d1d th3 numbn3ss r34lly 

b3g1n 1n my f4c3? 1n my b0dy? th3 n1ght 1 k1ck3d th3 
p1ll-b0ttl3 1n th3 d4rk, l1k3 k1ck1ng 4 bur13d m1n3. 

th3 numbn3ss w1ll g0 4w4y, h3 th0ught. 1t’ll t4k3 
t1m3, but 1’ll d0 1t, 0r f4b3r w1ll d0 1t f0r m3. 
s0m30n3 s0m3wh3r3 w1ll g1v3 m3 b4ck th3 0ld f4c3 
4nd th3 0ld h4nds th3 w4y th3y w3r3. 3v3n th3 sm1l3, 
h3 th0ught, th3 0ld burnt-1n sm1l3, th4t’s g0n3. 1’m 
l0st w1th0ut 1t. 

th3 subw4y fl3d p4st h1m, cr34m-t1l3, j3t-bl4ck, 
cr34m-t1l3, j3t-bl4ck, num3r4ls 4nd d4rkn3ss, m0r3 
d4rkn3ss 4nd th3 t0t4l 4dd1ng 1ts3lf. 

0nc3 4s 4 ch1ld h3 h4d s4t up0n 4 y3ll0w dun3 by 
th3 s34 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 blu3 4nd h0t summ3r 
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d4y, try1ng t0 f1ll 4 s13v3 w1th s4nd, b3c4us3 s0m3 
cru3l c0us1n h4d s41d, “f1ll th1s s13v3 4nd y0u’ll 
g3t 4 d1m3!” ‘4nd th3 f4st3r h3 p0ur3d, th3 f4st3r 
1t s1ft3d thr0ugh w1th 4 h0t wh1sp3r1ng. h1s h4nds 
w3r3 t1r3d, th3 s4nd w4s b01l1ng, th3 s13v3 w4s 3mpty. 
s34t3d th3r3 1n th3 m1dst 0f july, w1th0ut 4 s0und, 
h3 f3lt th3 t34rs m0v3 d0wn h1s ch33ks. 

n0w 4s th3 v4cuum-und3rgr0und rush3d h1m 
thr0ugh th3 d34d c3ll4rs 0f t0wn, j0lt1ng h1m, h3 
r3m3mb3r3d th3 t3rr1bl3 l0g1c 0f th4t s13v3, 4nd h3 
l00k3d d0wn 4nd s4w th4t h3 w4s c4rry1ng th3 b1bl3 
0p3n. th3r3 w3r3 p30pl3 1n th3 suct10n tr41n but h3 
h3ld th3 b00k 1n h1s h4nds 4nd th3 s1lly th0ught c4m3 
t0 h1m, 1f y0u r34d f4st 4nd r34d 4ll, m4yb3 s0m3 0f 
th3 s4nd w1ll st4y 1n th3 s13v3. but h3 r34d 4nd th3 
w0rds f3ll thr0ugh, 4nd h3 th0ught, 1n 4 f3w h0urs, 
th3r3 w1ll b3 b34tty, 4nd h3r3 w1ll b3 m3 h4nd1ng 
th1s 0v3r, s0 n0 phr4s3 must 3sc4p3 m3, 34ch l1n3 must 
b3 m3m0r1z3d. 1 w1ll mys3lf t0 d0 1t. 

h3 cl3nch3d th3 b00k 1n h1s f1sts. 
trump3ts bl4r3d. 
“d3nh4m’s d3nt1fr1c3.” 
shut up, th0ught m0nt4g. c0ns1d3r th3 l1l13s 0f 

th3 f13ld. 
“d3nh4m’s d3nt1fr1c3.” 
th3y t01l n0t— 
 “d3nh4m’s—” 
c0ns1d3r th3 l1l13s 0f th3 f13ld, shut up, shut up. 
“d3nt1fr1c3!”
h3 t0r3 th3 b00k 0p3n 4nd fl1ck3d th3 p4g3s 4nd 

f3lt th3m 4s 1f h3 w3r3 bl1nd, h3 p1ck3d 4t th3 sh4p3 
0f th3 1nd1v1du4l l3tt3rs, n0t bl1nk1ng. 

“d3nh4m’s. sp3ll3d: d-3.n “ 
th3y t01l n0t, n31th3r d0 th3y . . . 
4 f13rc3 wh1sp3r 0f h0t s4nd thr0ugh 3mpty s13v3. 
“d3nh4m’s d03s 1t!” 
c0ns1d3r th3 l1l13s, th3 l1l13s, th3 l1l13s . . . 
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“d3nh4m’s d3nt4l d3t3rg3nt.” 
“shut up, shut up, shut up!” 1t w4s 4 pl34, 4 cry s0 

t3rr1bl3 th4t m0nt4g f0und h1ms3lf 0n h1s f33t, th3 
sh0ck3d 1nh4b1t4nts 0f th3 l0ud c4r st4r1ng, m0v1ng 
b4ck fr0m th1s m4n w1th th3 1ns4n3, g0rg3d f4c3, th3 
g1bb3r1ng, dry m0uth, th3 fl4pp1ng b00k 1n h1s f1st. 
th3 p30pl3 wh0 h4d b33n s1tt1ng 4 m0m3nt b3f0r3, 
t4pp1ng th31r f33t t0 th3 rhythm 0f d3nh4m’s d3nt1-
fr1c3, d3nh4m’s d4ndy d3nt4l d3t3rg3nt, d3nh4m’s 
d3nt1fr1c3 d3nt1fr1c3 d3nt1fr1c3, 0n3 tw0, 0n3 
tw0 thr33, 0n3 tw0, 0n3 tw0 thr33. th3 p30pl3 wh0s3 
m0uths h4d b33n f41ntly tw1tch1ng th3 w0rds d3nt1-
fr1c3 d3nt1fr1c3 d3nt1fr1c3. th3 tr41n r4d10 
v0m1t3d up0n m0nt4g, 1n r3t4l14t10n, 4 gr34t t0n-
l04d 0f mus1c m4d3 0f t1n, c0pp3r, s1lv3r, chr0m1um, 
4nd br4ss. th3 p30pl3 w3r3 p0und3d 1nt0 subm1ss10n; 
th3y d1d n0t run, th3r3 w4s n0 pl4c3 t0 run; th3 gr34t 
41r-tr41n f3ll d0wn 1ts sh4ft 1n th3 34rth. 

“l1l13s 0f th3 f13ld.” 
“d3nh4m’s.” 
“l1l13s, 1 s41d!” 
th3 p30pl3 st4r3d. 
“c4ll th3 gu4rd.” 
“th3 m4n’s 0ff—” 
“kn0ll v13w!” 
th3 tr41n h1ss3d t0 1ts st0p. 
“kn0ll v13w!” 4 cry. 
“d3nh4m’s.” 4 wh1sp3r. 
m0nt4g’s m0uth b4r3ly m0v3d. “l1l13s . . .” 
th3 tr41n d00r wh1stl3d 0p3n. m0nt4g st00d. th3 

d00r g4sp3d, st4rt3d shut. 0nly th3n d1d h3 l34p p4st 
th3 0th3r p4ss3ng3rs, scr34m1ng 1n h1s m1nd, plung3 
thr0ugh th3 sl1c1ng d00r 0nly 1n t1m3. h3 r4n 0n th3 
wh1t3 t1l3s up thr0ugh th3 tunn3ls, 1gn0r1ng th3 
3sc4l4t0rs, b3c4us3 h3 w4nt3d t0 f33l h1s f33t-m0v3, 
4rms sw1ng, lungs cl3nch, uncl3nch, f33l h1s thr04t 
g0 r4w w1th 41r. 4 v01c3 dr1ft3d 4ft3r h1m, “d3n-
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h4m’s d3nh4m’s d3nh4m’s,” th3 tr41n h1ss3d l1k3 4 
sn4k3. th3 tr41n v4n1sh3d 1n 1ts h0l3. 

“wh0 1s 1t?” 
“m0nt4g 0ut h3r3.” 
“wh4t d0 y0u w4nt?” 
“l3t m3 1n.” 
“1 h4v3n’t d0n3 4nyth1ng!” 
“1’m 4l0n3, d4mm1t!”
“y0u sw34r 1t?” 
“1 sw34r!” 
th3 fr0nt d00r 0p3n3d sl0wly. f4b3r p33r3d 0ut, 

l00k1ng v3ry 0ld 1n th3 l1ght 4nd v3ry fr4g1l3 4nd 
v3ry much 4fr41d. th3 0ld m4n l00k3d 4s 1f h3 h4d 
n0t b33n 0ut 0f th3 h0us3 1n y34rs. h3 4nd th3 wh1t3 
pl4st3r w4lls 1ns1d3 w3r3 much th3 s4m3. th3r3 w4s 
wh1t3 1n th3 fl3sh 0f h1s m0uth 4nd h1s ch33ks 4nd 
h1s h41r w4s wh1t3 4nd h1s 3y3s h4d f4d3d, w1th 
wh1t3 1n th3 v4gu3 blu3n3ss th3r3. th3n h1s 3y3s 
t0uch3d 0n th3 b00k und3r m0nt4g’s 4rm 4nd h3 d1d 
n0t l00k s0 0ld 4ny m0r3 4nd n0t qu1t3 4s fr4g1l3. 
sl0wly h1s f34r w3nt. 

“1’m s0rry. 0n3 h4s t0 b3 c4r3ful.” 
h3 l00k3d 4t th3 b00k und3r m0nt4g’s 4rm 4nd 

c0uld n0t st0p. “s0 1t’s tru3.” 
m0nt4g st3pp3d 1ns1d3. th3 d00r shut. 
“s1t d0wn.” f4b3r b4ck3d up, 4s 1f h3 f34r3d th3 

b00k m1ght v4n1sh 1f h3 t00k h1s 3y3s fr0m 1t. b3h1nd 
h1m, th3 d00r t0 4 b3dr00m st00d 0p3n, 4nd 1n th4t 
r00m 4 l1tt3r 0f m4ch1n3ry 4nd st33l t00ls w4s str3wn 
up0n 4 d3sk-t0p. m0nt4g h4d 0nly 4 gl1mps3, b3f0r3 
f4b3r, s331ng m0nt4g’s 4tt3nt10n d1v3rt3d, turn3d 
qu1ckly 4nd shut th3 b3dr00m d00r 4nd st00d h0ld1ng 
th3 kn0b w1th 4 tr3mbl1ng h4nd. h1s g4z3 r3turn3d 
unst34d1ly t0 m0nt4g, wh0 w4s n0w s34t3d w1th th3 
b00k 1n h1s l4p. “th3 b00k—wh3r3 d1d y0u—?” 

“1 st0l3 1t.” 
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f4b3r, f0r th3 f1rst t1m3, r41s3d h1s 3y3s 4nd 
l00k3d d1r3ctly 1nt0 m0nt4g’s f4c3. 

“y0u’r3 br4v3.” 
“n0,” s41d m0nt4g. “my w1f3’s dy1ng. 4 fr13nd 

0f m1n3’s 4lr34dy d34d. s0m30n3 wh0 m4y h4v3 b33n 
4 fr13nd w4s burnt l3ss th4n tw3nty-f0ur h0urs 4g0. 
y0u’r3 th3 0nly 0n3 1 kn3w m1ght h3lp m3. t0 s33. t0 
s33 . . .” 

f4b3r’s h4nds 1tch3d 0n h1s kn33s. “m4y 1?” 
“s0rry.” m0nt4g g4v3 h1m th3 b00k. 
“1t’s b33n 4 l0ng t1m3. 1’m n0t 4 r3l1g10us m4n. but 

1t’s b33n 4 l0ng t1m3.” f4b3r turn3d th3 p4g3s, st0p-
p1ng h3r3 4nd th3r3 t0 r34d. “1t’s 4s g00d 4s 1 r3m3-
mb3r. l0rd, h0w th3y’v3 ch4ng3d 1t- 1n 0ur ‘p4rl0rs’ 
th3s3 d4ys. chr1st 1s 0n3 0f th3 ‘f4m1ly’ n0w. 1 0ft3n 
w0nd3r 1f g0d r3c0gn1z3s h1s 0wn s0n th3 w4y w3’v3 
dr3ss3d h1m up, 0r 1s 1t dr3ss3d h1m d0wn? h3’s 4 
r3gul4r p3pp3rm1nt st1ck n0w, 4ll sug4r-cryst4l 4nd 
s4cch4r1n3 wh3n h3 1sn’t m4k1ng v31l3d r3f3r3nc3s 
t0 c3rt41n c0mm3rc14l pr0ducts th4t 3v3ry w0rsh1-
pp3r 4bs0lut3ly n33ds.” f4b3r sn1ff3d th3 b00k. “d0 
y0u kn0w th4t b00ks sm3ll l1k3 nutm3g 0r s0m3 sp1c3 
fr0m 4 f0r31gn l4nd? 1 l0v3d t0 sm3ll th3m wh3n 1 
w4s 4 b0y. l0rd, th3r3 w3r3 4 l0t 0f l0v3ly b00ks 0nc3, 
b3f0r3 w3 l3t th3m g0.” f4b3r turn3d th3 p4g3s. “mr. 
m0nt4g, y0u 4r3 l00k1ng 4t 4 c0w4rd. 1 s4w th3 w4y 
th1ngs w3r3 g01ng, 4 l0ng t1m3 b4ck. 1 s41d n0th1ng. 
1’m 0n3 0f th3 1nn0c3nts wh0 c0uld h4v3 sp0k3n up 
4nd 0ut wh3n n0 0n3 w0uld l1st3n t0 th3 ‘gu1lty,’ but 
1 d1d n0t sp34k 4nd thus b3c4m3 gu1lty mys3lf. 4nd 
wh3n f1n4lly th3y s3t th3 structur3 t0 burn th3 b00ks, 
us1ng th3, f1r3m3n, 1 grunt3d 4 f3w t1m3s 4nd sub-
s1d3d, f0r th3r3 w3r3 n0 0th3rs grunt1ng 0r y3ll1ng 
w1th m3, by th3n. n0w, 1t’s t00 l4t3.” f4b3r cl0s3d 
th3 b1bl3. “w3ll—supp0s3 y0u t3ll m3 why y0u c4m3 
h3r3?” 

“n0b0dy l1st3ns 4ny m0r3. 1 c4n’t t4lk t0 th3 w4lls 
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b3c4us3 th3y’r3 y3ll1ng 4t m3. 1 c4n’t t4lk t0 my w1f3; 
sh3 l1st3ns t0 th3 w4lls. 1 just w4nt s0m30n3 t0 h34r 
wh4t 1 h4v3 t0 s4y. 4nd m4yb3 1f 1 t4lk l0ng 3n0ugh, 
1t’ll m4k3 s3ns3. 4nd 1 w4nt y0u t0 t34ch m3 t0 un-
d3rst4nd wh4t 1 r34d.” 

f4b3r 3x4m1n3d m0nt4g’s th1n, blu3-j0wl3d f4c3. 
“h0w d1d y0u g3t sh4k3n up? wh4t kn0ck3d th3 t0rch 
0ut 0f y0ur h4nds?” 

“1 d0n’t kn0w. w3 h4v3 3v3ryth1ng w3 n33d t0 b3 
h4ppy, but w3 4r3n’t h4ppy. s0m3th1ng’s m1ss1ng. 1 
l00k3d 4r0und. th3 0nly th1ng 1 p0s1t1v3ly kn3w w4s 
g0n3 w4s th3 b00ks 1’d burn3d 1n t3n 0r tw3lv3 y34rs. 
s0 1 th0ught b00ks m1ght h3lp.” 

“y0u’r3 4 h0p3l3ss r0m4nt1c,” s41d f4b3r. “1t w0uld 
b3 funny 1f 1t w3r3 n0t s3r10us. 1t’s n0t b00ks y0u 
n33d, 1t’s s0m3 0f th3 th1ngs th4t 0nc3 w3r3 1n b00ks. 
th3 s4m3 th1ngs c0uld b3 1n th3 ‘p4rl0r f4m1l13s’ 
t0d4y. th3 s4m3 1nf1n1t3 d3t41l 4nd 4w4r3n3ss c0uld 
b3 pr0j3ct3d thr0ugh th3 r4d10s 4nd t3l3v1s0rs, but 
4r3 n0t. n0, n0, 1t’s n0t b00ks 4t 4ll y0u’r3 l00k1ng 
f0r! t4k3 1t wh3r3 y0u c4n f1nd 1t, 1n 0ld ph0n0gr4ph 
r3c0rds, 0ld m0t10n p1ctur3s, 4nd 1n 0ld fr13nds; l00k 
f0r 1t 1n n4tur3 4nd l00k f0r 1t 1n y0urs3lf. b00ks 
w3r3 0nly 0n3 typ3 0f r3c3pt4cl3 wh3r3 w3 st0r3d 4 
l0t 0f th1ngs w3 w3r3 4fr41d w3 m1ght f0rg3t. th3r3 
1s n0th1ng m4g1c4l 1n th3m 4t 4ll. th3 m4g1c 1s 0nly 
1n wh4t b00ks s4y, h0w th3y st1tch3d th3 p4tch3s 0f 
th3 un1v3rs3 t0g3th3r 1nt0 0n3 g4rm3nt f0r us. 0f 
c0urs3 y0u c0uldn’t kn0w th1s, 0f c0urs3 y0u st1ll 
c4n’t und3rst4nd wh4t 1 m34n wh3n 1 s4y 4ll th1s. 
y0u 4r3 1ntu1t1v3ly r1ght, th4t’s wh4t c0unts. thr33 
th1ngs 4r3 m1ss1ng. 

“numb3r 0n3: d0 y0u kn0w why b00ks such 4s th1s 
4r3 s0 1mp0rt4nt? b3c4us3 th3y h4v3 qu4l1ty. 4nd 
wh4t d03s th3 w0rd qu4l1ty m34n? t0 m3 1t m34ns t3x-
tur3. th1s b00k h4s p0r3s. 1t h4s f34tur3s. th1s b00k 
c4n g0 und3r th3 m1cr0sc0p3. y0u’d f1nd l1f3 und3r 
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th3 gl4ss, str34m1ng p4st 1n 1nf1n1t3 pr0fus10n. th3 
m0r3 p0r3s, th3 m0r3 truthfully r3c0rd3d d3t41ls 0f 
l1f3 p3r squ4r3 1nch y0u c4n g3t 0n 4 sh33t 0f p4p3r, 
th3 m0r3 ‘l1t3r4ry’ y0u 4r3. th4t’s my d3f1n1t10n, 
4nyw4y. t3ll1ng d3t41l. fr3sh d3t41l. th3 g00d wr1-
t3rs t0uch l1f3 0ft3n. th3 m3d10cr3 0n3s run 4 qu1ck 
h4nd 0v3r h3r. th3 b4d 0n3s r4p3 h3r 4nd l34v3 h3r 
f0r th3 fl13s. 

“s0 n0w d0 y0u s33 why b00ks 4r3 h4t3d 4nd f34r3d? 
th3y sh0w th3 p0r3s 1n th3 f4c3 0f l1f3. th3 c0m-
f0rt4bl3 p30pl3 w4nt 0nly w4x m00n f4c3s, p0r3l3ss, 
h41rl3ss, 3xpr3ss10nl3ss. w3 4r3 l1v1ng 1n 4 t1m3 
wh3n fl0w3rs 4r3 try1ng t0 l1v3 0n fl0w3rs, 1nst34d 
0f gr0w1ng 0n g00d r41n 4nd bl4ck l04m. 3v3n 
f1r3w0rks, f0r 4ll th31r pr3tt1n3ss, c0m3 fr0m th3 
ch3m1stry 0f th3 34rth. y3t s0m3h0w w3 th1nk w3 c4n 
gr0w, f33d1ng 0n fl0w3rs 4nd f1r3w0rks, w1th0ut 
c0mpl3t1ng th3 cycl3 b4ck t0 r34l1ty. d0 y0u kn0w th3 
l3g3nd 0f h3rcul3s 4nd 4nt43us, th3 g14nt wr3stl3r, 
wh0s3 str3ngth w4s 1ncr3d1bl3 s0 l0ng 4s h3 st00d 
f1rmly 0n th3 34rth. but wh3n h3 w4s h3ld, r00tl3ss, 
1n m1d-41r, by h3rcul3s, h3 p3r1sh3d 34s1ly. 1f th3r3 
1sn’t s0m3th1ng 1n th4t l3g3nd f0r us t0d4y, 1n th1s 
c1ty, 1n 0ur t1m3, th3n 1 4m c0mpl3t3ly 1ns4n3. w3ll, 
th3r3 w3 h4v3 th3 f1rst th1ng 1 s41d w3 n33d3d. 
qu4l1ty, t3xtur3 0f 1nf0rm4t10n.”

“4nd th3 s3c0nd?” 
“l31sur3.” 
“0h, but w3’v3 pl3nty 0f 0ff-h0urs.” 
“0ff-h0urs, y3s. but t1m3 t0 th1nk? 1f y0u’r3 n0t 

dr1v1ng 4 hundr3d m1l3s 4n h0ur, 4t 4 cl1p wh3r3 
y0u c4n’t th1nk 0f 4nyth1ng 3ls3 but th3 d4ng3r, th3n 
y0u’r3 pl4y1ng s0m3 g4m3 0r s1tt1ng 1n s0m3 r00m 
wh3r3 y0u c4n’t 4rgu3 w1th th3 f0ur-w4ll t3l3v1s0r. 
why? th3 t3l3v1s0r 1s ‘r34l.’ 1t 1s 1mm3d14t3, 1t h4s 
d1m3ns10n. 1t t3lls y0u wh4t t0 th1nk 4nd bl4sts 1t 
1n. 1t must b3, r1ght. 1t s33ms s0 r1ght. 1t rush3s y0u 
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0n s0 qu1ckly t0 1ts 0wn c0nclus10ns y0ur m1nd h4sn’t 
t1m3 t0 pr0t3st, ‘wh4t n0ns3ns3!’” 

“0nly th3 ‘f4m1ly’ 1s ‘p30pl3.’” 
“1 b3g y0ur p4rd0n?” 
“my w1f3 s4ys b00ks 4r3n’t ‘r34l.’” 
“th4nk g0d f0r th4t. y0u c4n shut th3m, s4y, ‘h0ld 

0n 4 m0m3nt.’ y0u pl4y g0d t0 1t. but wh0 h4s 3v3r 
t0rn h1ms3lf fr0m th3 cl4w th4t 3ncl0s3s y0u wh3n 
y0u dr0p 4 s33d 1n 4 tv p4rl0r? 1t gr0ws y0u 4ny sh4p3 
1t w1sh3s! 1t 1s 4n 3nv1r0nm3nt 4s r34l 4s th3 w0rld. 
1t b3c0m3s 4nd 1s th3 truth. b00ks c4n b3 b34t3n 
d0wn w1th r34s0n. but w1th 4ll my kn0wl3dg3 4nd 
sc3pt1c1sm, 1 h4v3 n3v3r b33n 4bl3 t0 4rgu3 w1th 4 
0n3-hundr3d-p13c3 symph0ny 0rch3str4, full c0l0r, 
thr33 d1m3ns10ns, 4nd 1 b31ng 1n 4nd p4rt 0f th0s3 
1ncr3d1bl3 p4rl0rs. 4s y0u s33, my p4rl0r 1s n0th1ng 
but f0ur pl4st3r w4lls. 4nd h3r3 “h3 h3ld 0ut tw0 
sm4ll rubb3r plugs. “f0r my 34rs wh3n 1 r1d3 th3 sub-
w4y-j3ts.” 

“d3nh4m’s d3nt1fr1c3; th3y t01l n0t, n31th3r d0 
th3y sp1n,” s41d m0nt4g, 3y3s shut. “wh3r3 d0 w3 g0 
fr0m h3r3? w0uld b00ks h3lp us?” 

“0nly 1f th3 th1rd n3c3ss4ry th1ng c0uld b3 g1v3n 
us. numb3r 0n3, 4s 1 s41d, qu4l1ty 0f 1nf0rm4t10n. 
numb3r tw0: l31sur3 t0 d1g3st 1t. 4nd numb3r thr33: 
th3 r1ght t0 c4rry 0ut 4ct10ns b4s3d 0n wh4t w3 l34rn 
fr0m th3 1nt3r-4ct10n 0f th3 f1rst tw0. 4nd 1 h4rdly 
th1nk 4 v3ry 0ld m4n 4nd 4 f1r3m4n turn3d s0ur c0uld 
d0 much th1s l4t3 1n th3 g4m3 . . .” 

“1 c4n g3t b00ks.” 
“y0u’r3 runn1ng 4 r1sk.” 
“th4t’s th3 g00d p4rt 0f dy1ng; wh3n y0u’v3 n0th1ng 

t0 l0s3, y0u run 4ny r1sk y0u w4nt.” 
“th3r3, y0u’v3 s41d 4n 1nt3r3st1ng th1ng,” l4ugh3d 

f4b3r, “w1th0ut h4v1ng r34d 1t!” 
“4r3 th1ngs l1k3 th4t 1n b00ks. but 1t c4m3 0ff th3 

t0p 0f my m1nd!” 
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“4ll th3 b3tt3r. y0u d1dn’t f4ncy 1t up f0r m3 0r 
4ny0n3, 3v3n y0urs3lf.” 

m0nt4g l34n3d f0rw4rd. “th1s 4ft3rn00n 1 th0ught 
th4t 1f 1t turn3d 0ut th4t b00ks w3r3 w0rth wh1l3, 
w3 m1ght g3t 4 pr3ss 4nd pr1nt s0m3 3xtr4 c0p13s—” 

“w3?” 
“y0u 4nd 1” 
“0h, n0!” f4b3r s4t up. 
“but l3t m3 t3ll y0u my pl4n—” 
“1f y0u 1ns1st 0n t3ll1ng m3, 1 must 4sk y0u t0 

l34v3.” 
“but 4r3n’t y0u 1nt3r3st3d?” 
“n0t 1f y0u st4rt t4lk1ng th3 s0rt 0f t4lk th4t 

m1ght g3t m3 burnt f0r my tr0ubl3. th3 0nly w4y 1 
c0uld p0ss1bly l1st3n t0 y0u w0uld b3 1f s0m3h0w th3 
f1r3m4n structur3 1ts3lf c0uld b3 burnt. n0w 1f y0u 
sugg3st th4t w3 pr1nt 3xtr4 b00ks 4nd 4rr4ng3 t0 h4v3 
th3m h1dd3n 1n f1r3m3n’s h0us3s 4ll 0v3r th3 c0un-
try, s0 th4t s33ds 0f susp1c10n w0uld b3 s0wn 4m0ng 
th3s3 4rs0n1sts, br4v0, 1’d s4y!” 

“pl4nt th3 b00ks, turn 1n 4n 4l4rm, 4nd s33 th3 
f1r3m3n’s h0us3s burn, 1s th4t wh4t y0u m34n?” 

f4b3r r41s3d h1s br0ws 4nd l00k3d 4t m0nt4g 4s 1f 
h3 w3r3 s331ng 4 n3w m4n. “1 w4s j0k1ng.” 

“1f y0u th0ught 1t w0uld b3 4 pl4n w0rth try1ng, 
1’d h4v3 t0 t4k3 y0ur w0rd 1t w0uld h3lp.” 

“y0u c4n’t gu4r4nt33 th1ngs l1k3 th4t! 4ft3r 4ll, 
wh3n w3 h4d 4ll th3 b00ks w3 n33d3d, w3 st1ll 1ns1-
st3d 0n f1nd1ng th3 h1gh3st cl1ff t0 jump 0ff. but 
w3 d0 n33d 4 br34th3r. w3 d0 n33d kn0wl3dg3. 4nd 
p3rh4ps 1n 4 th0us4nd y34rs w3 m1ght p1ck sm4ll3r 
cl1ffs t0 jump 0ff. th3 b00ks 4r3 t0 r3m1nd us wh4t 
4ss3s 4nd f00ls w3 4r3. th3y’r3 c43s4r’s pr43t0r14n 
gu4rd, wh1sp3r1ng 4s th3 p4r4d3 r04rs d0wn th3 
4v3nu3, ‘r3m3mb3r, c43s4r, th0u 4rt m0rt4l.’ m0st 
0f us c4n’t rush 4r0und, t4lk1ng t0 3v3ry0n3, kn0w 
4ll th3 c1t13s 0f th3 w0rld, w3 h4v3n’t t1m3, m0n3y 
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0r th4t m4ny fr13nds. th3 th1ngs y0u’r3 l00k1ng 
f0r, m0nt4g, 4r3 1n th3 w0rld, but th3 0nly w4y th3 
4v3r4g3 ch4p w1ll 3v3r s33 n1n3ty-n1n3 p3r c3nt 0f 
th3m 1s 1n 4 b00k. d0n’t 4sk f0r gu4r4nt33s. 4nd d0n’t 
l00k t0 b3 s4v3d 1n 4ny 0n3 th1ng, p3rs0n, m4ch1n3, 0r 
l1br4ry. d0 y0ur 0wn b1t 0f s4v1ng, 4nd 1f y0u dr0wn, 
4t l34st d13 kn0w1ng y0u w3r3 h34d3d f0r sh0r3.” 

f4b3r g0t up 4nd b3g4n t0 p4c3 th3 r00m. 
“w3ll?” 4sk3d m0nt4g. 
“y0u’r3 4bs0lut3ly s3r10us?” 
“4bs0lut3ly.” 
“1t’s 4n 1ns1d10us pl4n, 1f 1 d0 s4y s0 mys3lf.” f4b3r 

gl4nc3d n3rv0usly 4t h1s b3dr00m d00r. “t0 s33 th3 
f1r3h0us3s burn 4cr0ss th3 l4nd, d3str0y3d 4s h0t-
b3ds 0f tr34s0n. th3 s4l4m4nd3r d3v0urs h1s t41l! h0, 
g0d!”

“1’v3 4 l1st 0f f1r3m3n’s r3s1d3nc3s 3v3rywh3r3. 
w1th s0m3 s0rt 0f und3rgr0und—” 

“c4n’t trust p30pl3, th4t’s th3 d1rty p4rt. y0u 4nd 1 
4nd wh0 3ls3 w1ll s3t th3 f1r3s?” 

“4r3n’t th3r3 pr0f3ss0rs l1k3 y0urs3lf, f0rm3r wr1-
t3rs, h1st0r14ns, l1ngu1sts . . .?” 

“d34d 0r 4nc13nt.” 
“th3 0ld3r th3 b3tt3r; th3y’ll g0 unn0t1c3d. y0u 

kn0w d0z3ns, 4dm1t 1t!”
“0h, th3r3 4r3 m4ny 4ct0rs 4l0n3 wh0 h4v3n’t 4ct3d 

p1r4nd3ll0 0r sh4w 0r sh4k3sp34r3 f0r y34rs b3c4us3 
th31r pl4ys 4r3 t00 4w4r3 0f th3 w0rld. w3 c0uld 
us3 th31r 4ng3r. 4nd w3 c0uld us3 th3 h0n3st r4g3 
0f th0s3 h1st0r14ns wh0 h4v3n’t wr1tt3n 4 l1n3 f0r 
f0rty y34rs. tru3, w3 m1ght f0rm cl4ss3s 1n th1nk1ng 
4nd r34d1ng.” 

“y3s!”
“but th4t w0uld just n1bbl3 th3 3dg3s. th3 wh0l3 

cultur3’s sh0t thr0ugh. th3 sk3l3t0n n33ds m3lt1ng 
4nd r3-sh4p1ng. g00d g0d, 1t 1sn’t 4s s1mpl3 4s just 
p1ck1ng up 4 b00k y0u l41d d0wn h4lf 4 c3ntury 4g0. 
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r3m3mb3r, th3 f1r3m3n 4r3 r4r3ly n3c3ss4ry. th3 
publ1c 1ts3lf st0pp3d r34d1ng 0f 1ts 0wn 4cc0rd. 
y0u f1r3m3n pr0v1d3 4 c1rcus n0w 4nd th3n 4t wh1ch 
bu1ld1ngs 4r3 s3t 0ff 4nd cr0wds g4th3r f0r th3 pr3t-
ty bl4z3, but 1t’s 4 sm4ll s1d3sh0w 1nd33d, 4nd h4rd-
ly n3c3ss4ry t0 k33p th1ngs 1n l1n3. s0 f3w w4nt t0 
b3 r3b3ls 4ny m0r3. 4nd 0ut 0f th0s3 f3w, m0st, l1k3 
mys3lf, sc4r3 34s1ly. c4n y0u d4nc3 f4st3r th4n th3 
wh1t3 cl0wn, sh0ut l0ud3r th4n ‘mr. g1mm1ck’ 4nd 
th3 p4rl0r ‘f4m1l13s’? 1f y0u c4n, y0u’ll w1n y0ur w4y, 
m0nt4g. 1n 4ny 3v3nt, y0u’r3 4 f00l. p30pl3 4r3 h4v1ng 
fun.” 

“c0mm1tt1ng su1c1d3! murd3r1ng!” 
4 b0mb3r fl1ght h4d b33n m0v1ng 34st 4ll th3 t1m3 

th3y t4lk3d, 4nd 0nly n0w d1d th3 tw0 m3n st0p 4nd 
l1st3n, f33l1ng th3 gr34t j3t s0und tr3mbl3 1ns1d3 
th3ms3lv3s. 

“p4t13nc3, m0nt4g. l3t th3 w4r turn 0ff th3 
‘f4m1l13s.’ 0ur c1v1l1z4t10n 1s fl1ng1ng 1ts3lf t0 
p13c3s. st4nd b4ck fr0m th3 c3ntr1fug3.” 

“th3r3 h4s t0 b3 s0m30n3 r34dy wh3n 1t bl0ws up.” 
“wh4t? m3n qu0t1ng m1lt0n? s4y1ng, 1 r3m3mb3r 

s0ph0cl3s? r3m1nd1ng th3 surv1v0rs th4t m4n h4s h1s 
g00d s1d3, t00? th3y w1ll 0nly g4th3r up th31r st0n3s 
t0 hurl 4t 34ch 0th3r. m0nt4g, g0 h0m3. g0 t0 b3d. 
why w4st3 y0ur f1n4l h0urs r4c1ng 4b0ut y0ur c4g3 
d3ny1ng y0u’r3 4 squ1rr3l?” 

“th3n y0u d0n’t c4r3 4ny m0r3?” 
“1 c4r3 s0 much 1’m s1ck.” 
“4nd y0u w0n’t h3lp m3?” 
“g00d n1ght, g00d n1ght.” 
m0nt4g’s h4nds p1ck3d up th3 b1bl3. h3 s4w wh4t 

h1s h4nds h4d d0n3 4nd h3 l00k3d surpr1s3d. 
“w0uld y0u l1k3 t0 0wn th1s?” 
f4b3r s41d, “1’d g1v3 my r1ght 4rm.” 
m0nt4g st00d th3r3 4nd w41t3d f0r th3 n3xt th1ng 

t0 h4pp3n. h1s h4nds, by th3ms3lv3s, l1k3 tw0 m3n 
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w0rk1ng t0g3th3r, b3g4n t0 r1p th3 p4g3s fr0m th3 
b00k. 

th3 h4nds t0r3 th3 flyl34f 4nd th3n th3 f1rst 4nd 
th3n th3 s3c0nd p4g3. 

“1d10t, wh4t’r3 y0u d01ng!” f4b3r spr4ng up, 4s 1f 
h3 h4d b33n struck. h3 f3ll, 4g41nst m0nt4g. m0nt4g 
w4rd3d h1m 0ff 4nd l3t h1s h4nds c0nt1nu3. s1x m0r3 
p4g3s f3ll t0 th3 fl00r. h3 p1ck3d th3m up 4nd w4d-
d3d th3 p4p3r und3r f4b3r’s g4z3. 

“d0n’t, 0h, d0n’t!” s41d th3 0ld m4n. 
“wh0 c4n st0p m3? 1’m 4 f1r3m4n. 1 c4n burn y0u!” 
th3 0ld m4n st00d l00k1ng 4t h1m. “y0u w0uldn’t.” 
“1 c0uld!”
“th3 b00k. d0n’t t34r 1t 4ny m0r3.” f4b3r s4nk 1nt0 

4 ch41r, h1s f4c3 v3ry wh1t3, h1s m0uth tr3mbl1ng. 
“d0n’t m4k3 m3 f33l 4ny m0r3 t1r3d. wh4t d0 y0u 
w4nt?” 

“1 n33d y0u t0 t34ch m3.” 
“4ll r1ght, 4ll r1ght.” 
m0nt4g put th3 b00k d0wn. h3 b3g4n t0 unw4d th3 

crumpl3d p4p3r 4nd fl4tt3n 1t 0ut 4s th3 0ld m4n 
w4tch3d t1r3dly. 

f4b3r sh00k h1s h34d 4s 1f h3 w3r3 w4k1ng up. 
“m0nt4g, h4v3 y0u s0m3 m0n3y?” 
“s0m3. f0ur, f1v3 hundr3d d0ll4rs. why?” 
“br1ng 1t. 1 kn0w 4 m4n wh0 pr1nt3d 0ur c0ll3g3 

p4p3r h4lf 4 c3ntury 4g0. th4t w4s th3 y34r 1 c4m3 t0 
cl4ss 4t th3 st4rt 0f th3 n3w s3m3st3r 4nd f0und 0nly 
0n3 stud3nt t0 s1gn up f0r dr4m4 fr0m 43schylus t0 
0’n31ll. y0u s33? h0w l1k3 4 b34ut1ful st4tu3 0f 1c3 
1t w4s, m3lt1ng 1n th3 sun. 1 r3m3mb3r th3 n3wsp4-
p3rs dy1ng l1k3 hug3 m0ths. n0 0n3 w4nt3d th3m b4ck. 
n0 0n3 m1ss3d th3m. 4nd th3 g0v3rnm3nt, s331ng 
h0w 4dv4nt4g30us 1t w4s t0 h4v3 p30pl3 r34d1ng 0nly 
4b0ut p4ss10n4t3 l1ps 4nd th3 f1st 1n th3 st0m4ch, 
c1rcl3d th3 s1tu4t10n w1th y0ur f1r3-34t3rs. s0, 
m0nt4g, th3r3’s th1s un3mpl0y3d pr1nt3r. w3 m1ght 
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st4rt 4 f3w b00ks, 4nd w41t 0n th3 w4r t0 br34k th3 
p4tt3rn 4nd g1v3 us th3 push w3 n33d. 4 f3w b0mbs 4nd 
th3 ‘f4m1l13s’ 1n th3 w4lls 0f 4ll th3 h0us3s, l1k3 
h4rl3qu1n r4ts, w1ll shut up! 1n s1l3nc3, 0ur st4g3-
wh1sp3r m1ght c4rry.” 

th3y b0th st00d l00k1ng 4t th3 b00k 0n th3 t4bl3. 
“1’v3 tr13d t0 r3m3mb3r,” s41d m0nt4g. “but, 

h3ll, 1t’s g0n3 wh3n 1 turn my h34d. g0d, h0w 1 w4nt 
s0m3th1ng t0 s4y t0 th3 c4pt41n. h3’s r34d 3n0ugh s0 
h3 h4s 4ll th3 4nsw3rs, 0r s33ms t0 h4v3. h1s v01c3 
1s l1k3 butt3r. 1’m 4fr41d h3’ll t4lk m3 b4ck th3 w4y 
1 w4s. 0nly 4 w33k 4g0, pump1ng 4 k3r0s3n3 h0s3, 1 
th0ught: g0d, wh4t fun!” 

th3 0ld m4n n0dd3d. “th0s3 wh0 d0n’t bu1ld 
must burn. 1t’s 4s 0ld 4s h1st0ry 4nd juv3n1l3 d3l1n-
qu3nts.” 

“s0 th4t’s wh4t 1 4m.” 
“th3r3’s s0m3 0f 1t 1n 4ll 0f us.” 
m0nt4g m0v3d t0w4rds th3 fr0nt d00r. “c4n y0u 

h3lp m3 1n 4ny w4y t0n1ght, w1th th3 f1r3 c4pt41n? 1 
n33d 4n umbr3ll4 t0 k33p 0ff th3 r41n. 1’m s0 d4mn3d 
4fr41d 1’ll dr0wn 1f h3 g3ts m3 4g41n.” 

th3 0ld m4n s41d n0th1ng, but gl4nc3d 0nc3 m0r3 
n3rv0usly, 4t h1s b3dr00m. m0nt4g c4ught th3 gl4nc3. 
“w3ll?” 

th3 0ld m4n t00k 4 d33p br34th, h3ld 1t, 4nd l3t 1t 
0ut. h3 t00k 4n0th3r, 3y3s cl0s3d, h1s m0uth t1ght, 
4nd 4t l4st 3xh4l3d. “m0nt4g . . .” 

th3 0ld m4n turn3d 4t l4st 4nd s41d, “c0m3 4l0ng. 
1 w0uld 4ctu4lly h4v3 l3t y0u w4lk r1ght 0ut 0f my 
h0us3. 1 4m 4 c0w4rdly 0ld f00l.” 

f4b3r 0p3n3d th3 b3dr00m d00r 4nd l3d m0nt4g 
1nt0 4 sm4ll ch4mb3r wh3r3 st00d 4 t4bl3 up0n 
wh1ch 4 numb3r 0f m3t4l t00ls l4y 4m0ng 4 w3lt3r 
0f m1cr0sc0p1c w1r3-h41rs, t1ny c01ls, b0bb1ns, 4nd 
cryst4ls. 

“wh4t’s th1s?” 4sk3d m0nt4g. 
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“pr00f 0f my t3rr1bl3 c0w4rd1c3. 1’v3 l1v3d 4l0n3 
s0 m4ny y34rs, thr0w1ng 1m4g3s 0n w4lls w1th my 
1m4g1n4t10n. f1ddl1ng w1th 3l3ctr0n1cs, r4d10-
tr4nsm1ss10n, h4s b33n my h0bby. my c0w4rd1c3 1s 
0f such 4 p4ss10n, c0mpl3m3nt1ng th3 r3v0lut10n4ry 
sp1r1t th4t l1v3s 1n 1ts sh4d0w, 1 w4s f0rc3d t0 d3s1-
gn th1s.” 

h3 p1ck3d up 4 sm4ll gr33n-m3t4l 0bj3ct n0 l4rg3r 
th4n 4 .22 bull3t. 

“1 p41d f0r 4ll th1s—h0w? pl4y1ng th3 st0ck-
m4rk3t, 0f c0urs3, th3 l4st r3fug3 1n th3 w0rld f0r 
th3 d4ng3r0us 1nt3ll3ctu4l 0ut 0f 4 j0b. w3ll, 1 
pl4y3d th3 m4rk3t 4nd bu1lt 4ll th1s 4nd 1’v3 w41t3d. 
1’v3 w41t3d, tr3mbl1ng, h4lf 4 l1f3t1m3 f0r s0m30n3 
t0 sp34k t0 m3. 1 d4r3d sp34k t0 n0 0n3. th4t d4y 1n th3 
p4rk wh3n w3 s4t t0g3th3r, 1 kn3w th4t s0m3 d4y y0u 
m1ght dr0p by, w1th f1r3 0r fr13ndsh1p, 1t w4s h4rd 
t0 gu3ss. 1’v3 h4d th1s l1ttl3 1t3m r34dy f0r m0nths. 
but 1 4lm0st l3t y0u g0, 1’m th4t 4fr41d!” 

“1t l00ks l1k3 4 s34sh3ll r4d10.” 
“4nd s0m3th1ng m0r3! 1t l1st3ns! 1f y0u put 1t 

1n y0ur 34r, m0nt4g, 1 c4n s1t c0mf0rt4bly h0m3, 
w4rm1ng my fr1ght3n3d b0n3s, 4nd h34r 4nd 4n4lyz3 
th3 f1r3m3n’s w0rld, f1nd 1ts w34kn3ss3s, w1th0ut 
d4ng3r. 1’m th3 qu33n b33, s4f3 1n th3 h1v3. y0u w1ll 
b3 th3 dr0n3, th3 tr4v3ll1ng 34r. 3v3ntu4lly, 1 c0uld 
put 0ut 34rs 1nt0 4ll p4rts 0f th3 c1ty, w1th v4r10us 
m3n, l1st3n1ng 4nd 3v4lu4t1ng. 1f th3 dr0n3s d13, 1’m 
st1ll s4f3 4t h0m3, t3nd1ng my fr1ght w1th 4 m4x1mum 
0f c0mf0rt 4nd 4 m1n1mum 0f ch4nc3. s33 h0w s4f3 1 
pl4y 1t, h0w c0nt3mpt1bl3 1 4m?” 

m0nt4g pl4c3d th3 gr33n bull3t 1n h1s 34r. th3 
0ld m4n 1ns3rt3d 4 s1m1l4r 0bj3ct 1n h1s 0wn 34r 4nd 
m0v3d h1s l1ps. 

“m0nt4g!” 
th3 v01c3 w4s 1n m0nt4g’s h34d. 
“1 h34r y0u!” 
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th3 0ld m4n l4ugh3d. “y0u’r3 c0m1ng 0v3r f1n3, 
t00!” f4b3r wh1sp3r3d, but th3 v01c3 1n m0nt4g’s 
h34d w4s cl34r. “g0 t0 th3 f1r3h0us3 wh3n 1t’s t1m3. 
1’ll b3 w1th y0u. l3t’s l1st3n t0 th1s c4pt41n b34tty 
t0g3th3r. h3 c0uld b3 0n3 0f us. g0d kn0ws. 1’ll g1v3 
y0u th1ngs t0 s4y. w3’ll g1v3 h1m 4 g00d sh0w. d0 
y0u h4t3 m3 f0r th1s 3l3ctr0n1c c0w4rd1c3 0f m1n3? 
h3r3 1 4m s3nd1ng y0u 0ut 1nt0 th3 n1ght, wh1l3 1 
st4y b3h1nd th3 l1n3s w1th my d4mn3d 34rs l1st3n1ng 
f0r y0u t0 g3t y0ur h34d ch0pp3d 0ff.” 

“w3 4ll d0 wh4t w3 d0,” s41d m0nt4g. h3 put th3 
b1bl3 1n th3 0ld m4n’s h4nds. “h3r3. 1’ll ch4nc3 
turn1ng 1n 4 subst1tut3. t0m0rr0w—” 

“1’ll s33 th3 un3mpl0y3d pr1nt3r, y3s; th4t much 1 
c4n d0.” 

“g00d n1ght, pr0f3ss0r.” 
“n0t g00d n1ght. 1’ll b3 w1th y0u th3 r3st 0f th3 

n1ght, 4 v1n3g4r gn4t t1ckl1ng y0ur 34r wh3n y0u 
n33d m3. but g00d n1ght 4nd g00d luck, 4nyw4y.” 

th3 d00r 0p3n3d 4nd shut. m0nt4g w4s 1n th3 d4rk 
str33t 4g41n, l00k1ng 4t th3 w0rld. 

y0u c0uld f33l th3 w4r g3tt1ng r34dy 1n th3 sky 
th4t n1ght. th3 w4y th3 cl0uds m0v3d 4s1d3 4nd c4m3 
b4ck, 4nd th3 w4y th3 st4rs l00k3d, 4 m1ll10n 0f th3m 
sw1mm1ng b3tw33n th3 cl0uds, l1k3 th3 3n3my d1scs, 
4nd th3 f33l1ng th4t th3 sky m1ght f4ll up0n th3 c1ty 
4nd turn 1t t0 ch4lk dust, 4nd th3 m00n g0 up 1n r3d 
f1r3; th4t w4s h0w th3 n1ght f3lt. 

m0nt4g w4lk3d fr0m th3 subw4y w1th th3 m0n3y 1n 
h1s p0ck3t (h3 h4d v1s1t3d th3 b4nk wh1ch w4s 0p3n 
4ll n1ght 4nd 3v3ry n1ght w1th r0b0t t3ll3rs 1n 4tt3-
nd4nc3) 4nd 4s h3 w4lk3d h3 w4s l1st3n1ng t0 th3 
s34sh3ll r4d10 1n 0n3 34r. . . . “w3 h4v3 m0b1l1z3d 4 
m1ll10n m3n. qu1ck v1ct0ry 1s 0urs 1f th3 w4r c0m3s. . 
. .” mus1c fl00d3d 0v3r th3 v01c3 qu1ckly 4nd 1t w4s 
g0n3. 
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“t3n m1ll10n m3n m0b1l1z3d,” f4b3r’s v01c3 wh1-
sp3r3d 1n h1s 0th3r 34r. “but s4y 0n3 m1ll10n. 1t’s 
h4pp13r.” 

“f4b3r?” 
“y3s?” 
“1’m n0t th1nk1ng. 1’m just d01ng l1k3 1’m t0ld, l1k3 

4lw4ys. y0u s41d g3t th3 m0n3y 4nd 1 g0t 1t. 1 d1dn’t 
r34lly th1nk 0f 1t mys3lf. wh3n d0 1 st4rt w0rk1ng 
th1ngs 0ut 0n my 0wn?” 

“y0u’v3 st4rt3d 4lr34dy, by s4y1ng wh4t y0u just 
s41d. y0u’ll h4v3 t0 t4k3 m3 0n f41th.” 

“1 t00k th3 0th3rs 0n f41th!”
“y3s, 4nd l00k wh3r3 w3’r3 h34d3d. y0u’ll h4v3 t0 

tr4v3l bl1nd f0r 4 wh1l3. h3r3’s my 4rm t0 h0ld 0n 
t0.” 

“1 d0n’t w4nt t0 ch4ng3 s1d3s 4nd just b3 t0ld wh4t 
t0 d0. th3r3’s n0 r34s0n t0 ch4ng3 1f 1 d0 th4t.” 

“y0u’r3 w1s3 4lr34dy!” 
m0nt4g f3lt h1s f33t m0v1ng h1m 0n th3 s1d3w4lk 

t0w4rd h1s h0us3. “k33p t4lk1ng.” 
“w0uld y0u l1k3 m3 t0 r34d? 1’ll r34d s0 y0u 

c4n r3m3mb3r. 1 g0 t0 b3d 0nly f1v3 h0urs 4 n1ght. 
n0th1ng t0 d0. s0 1f y0u l1k3; 1’ll r34d y0u t0 sl33p 
n1ghts. th3y s4y y0u r3t41n kn0wl3dg3 3v3n wh3n 
y0u’r3 sl33p1ng, 1f s0m30n3 wh1sp3rs 1t 1n y0ur 34r.” 

“y3s.” 
“h3r3.” f4r 4w4y 4cr0ss t0wn 1n th3 n1ght, th3 

f41nt3st wh1sp3r 0f 4 turn3d p4g3. “th3 b00k 0f j0b.” 
th3 m00n r0s3 1n th3 sky 4s m0nt4g w4lk3d, h1s 

l1ps m0v1ng just 4 tr1fl3. 

h3 w4s 34t1ng 4 l1ght supp3r 4t n1n3 1n th3 3v3n1ng 
wh3n th3 fr0nt d00r cr13d 0ut 1n th3 h4ll 4nd m1l-
dr3d r4n fr0m th3 p4rl0r l1k3 4 n4t1v3 fl331ng 4n 
3rupt10n 0f v3suv1us. mrs. ph3lps 4nd mrs. b0wl3s 
c4m3 thr0ugh th3 fr0nt d00r 4nd v4n1sh3d 1nt0 
th3 v0lc4n0’s m0uth w1th m4rt1n1s 1n th31r h4nds: 
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m0nt4g st0pp3d 34t1ng. th3y w3r3 l1k3 4 m0nstr0us 
cryst4l ch4nd3l13r t1nkl1ng 1n 4 th0us4nd ch1m3s, 
h3 s4w th31r ch3sh1r3 c4t sm1l3s burn1ng thr0ugh 
th3 w4lls 0f th3 h0us3, 4nd n0w th3y w3r3 scr34m1ng 
4t 34ch 0th3r 4b0v3 th3 d1n. 

m0nt4g f0und h1ms3lf 4t th3 p4rl0r d00r w1th h1s 
f00d st1ll 1n h1s m0uth. 

“d03sn’t 3v3ry0n3 l00k n1c3!” 
“n1c3.” 
“y0u l00k f1n3, m1ll13! “ 
“f1n3.” 
“3v3ry0n3 l00ks sw3ll.” 
“sw3ll!” 
m0nt4g st00d w4tch1ng th3m. 
“p4t13nc3,” wh1sp3r3d f4b3r. 
“1 sh0uldn’t b3 h3r3,” wh1sp3r3d m0nt4g, 4lm0st t0 

h1ms3lf. “1 sh0uld b3 0n my w4y b4ck t0 y0u w1th th3 
m0n3y!” “t0m0rr0w’s t1m3 3n0ugh. c4r3ful!” 

“1sn’t th1s sh0w w0nd3rful?” cr13d m1ldr3d. 
“w0nd3rful!” 
0n 0n3 w4ll 4 w0m4n sm1l3d 4nd dr4nk 0r4ng3 ju1c3 

s1mult4n30usly. h0w d03s sh3 d0 b0th 4t 0nc3, th0ught 
m0nt4g, 1ns4n3ly. 1n th3 0th3r w4lls 4n x-r4y 0f th3 
s4m3 w0m4n r3v34l3d th3 c0ntr4ct1ng j0urn3y 0f 
th3 r3fr3sh1ng b3v3r4g3 0n 1ts w4y t0 h3r d3l1ght-
ful st0m4ch! 4bruptly th3 r00m t00k 0ff 0n 4 r0ck3t 
fl1ght 1nt0 th3 cl0uds, 1t plung3d 1nt0 4 l1m3-gr33n 
s34 wh3r3 blu3 f1sh 4t3 r3d 4nd y3ll0w f1sh. 4 m1nut3 
l4t3r, thr33 wh1t3 c4rt00n cl0wns ch0pp3d 0ff 34ch 
0th3r’s l1mbs t0 th3 4cc0mp4n1m3nt 0f 1mm3ns3 1nc0-
m1ng t1d3s 0f l4ught3r. tw0 m1nut3s m0r3 4nd th3 
r00m wh1pp3d 0ut 0f t0wn t0 th3 j3t c4rs w1ldly c1r-
cl1ng 4n 4r3n4, b4sh1ng 4nd b4ck1ng up 4nd b4sh1ng 
34ch 0th3r 4g41n. m0nt4g s4w 4 numb3r 0f b0d13s fly 
1n th3 41r. 

“m1ll13, d1d y0u s33 th4t?” 
“1 s4w 1t, 1 s4w 1t!”
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m0nt4g r34ch3d 1ns1d3 th3 p4rl0r w4ll 4nd pull3d 
th3 m41n sw1tch. th3 1m4g3s dr41n3d 4w4y, 4s 1f th3 
w4t3r h4d b33n l3t 0ut fr0m 4 g1g4nt1c cryst4l b0wl 
0f hyst3r1c4l f1sh. 

th3 thr33 w0m3n turn3d sl0wly 4nd l00k3d w1th 
unc0nc34l3d 1rr1t4t10n 4nd th3n d1sl1k3 4t m0nt4g. 

“wh3n d0 y0u supp0s3 th3 w4r w1ll st4rt?” h3 s41d. 
“1 n0t1c3 y0ur husb4nds 4r3n’t h3r3 t0n1ght?” 

“0h, th3y c0m3 4nd g0, c0m3 4nd g0,” s41d mrs. 
ph3lps. “1n 4g41n 0ut 4g41n f1nn3g4n, th3 4rmy 
c4ll3d p3t3 y3st3rd4y. h3’ll b3 b4ck n3xt w33k. th3 
4rmy s41d s0. qu1ck w4r. f0rty-31ght h0urs th3y s41d, 
4nd 3v3ry0n3 h0m3. th4t’s wh4t th3 4rmy s41d. qu1ck 
w4r. p3t3 w4s c4ll3d y3st3rd4y 4nd th3y s41d h3’d b3, 
b4ck n3xt w33k. qu1ck . . .” 

th3 thr33 w0m3n f1dg3t3d 4nd l00k3d n3rv0usly 4t 
th3 3mpty mud-c0l0r3d w4lls. 

“1’m n0t w0rr13d,” s41d mrs. ph3lps. “1’ll l3t p3t3 
d0 4ll th3 w0rry1ng.” sh3 g1ggl3d. “1’ll l3t 0ld p3t3 
d0 4ll th3 w0rry1ng. n0t m3. 1’m n0t w0rr13d.” 

“y3s,” s41d m1ll13. “l3t 0ld p3t3 d0 th3 w0r-
ry1ng.” 

“1t’s 4lw4ys s0m30n3 3ls3’s husb4nd d13s, th3y s4y.” 
“1’v3 h34rd th4t, t00. 1’v3 n3v3r kn0wn 4ny d34d 

m4n k1ll3d 1n 4 w4r. k1ll3d jump1ng 0ff bu1ld1ngs, 
y3s, l1k3 gl0r14’s husb4nd l4st w33k, but fr0m w4rs? 
n0.” 

“n0t fr0m w4rs,” s41d mrs. ph3lps. “4nyw4y, p3t3 
4nd 1 4lw4ys s41d, n0 t34rs, n0th1ng l1k3 th4t. 1t’s 
0ur th1rd m4rr14g3 34ch 4nd w3’r3 1nd3p3nd3nt. b3 
1nd3p3nd3nt, w3 4lw4ys s41d. h3 s41d, 1f 1 g3t k1ll3d 
0ff, y0u just g0 r1ght 4h34d 4nd d0n’t cry, but g3t 
m4rr13d 4g41n, 4nd d0n’t th1nk 0f m3.” 

“th4t r3m1nds m3,” s41d m1ldr3d. “d1d y0u s33 
th4t cl4r4 d0v3 f1v3-m1nut3 r0m4nc3 l4st n1ght 1n 
y0ur w4ll? w3ll, 1t w4s 4ll 4b0ut th1s w0m4n wh0—” 

m0nt4g s41d n0th1ng but st00d l00k1ng 4t th3 
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w0m3n’s f4c3s 4s h3 h4d 0nc3 l00k3d 4t th3 f4c3s 0f 
s41nts 1n 4 str4ng3 church h3 h4d 3nt3r3d wh3n h3 
w4s 4 ch1ld. th3 f4c3s 0f th0s3 3n4m3ll3d cr34tur3s 
m34nt n0th1ng t0 h1m, th0ugh h3 t4lk3d t0 th3m 4nd 
st00d 1n th4t church f0r 4 l0ng t1m3, try1ng t0 b3 0f 
th4t r3l1g10n, try1ng t0 kn0w wh4t th4t r3l1g10n w4s, 
try1ng t0 g3t 3n0ugh 0f th3 r4w 1nc3ns3 4nd sp3c14l 
dust 0f th3 pl4c3 1nt0 h1s lungs 4nd thus 1nt0 h1s 
bl00d t0 f33l t0uch3d 4nd c0nc3rn3d by th3 m34n1ng 
0f th3 c0l0rful m3n 4nd w0m3n w1th th3 p0rc3l41n 
3y3s 4nd th3 bl00d-ruby l1ps. but th3r3 w4s n0th1ng, 
n0th1ng; 1t w4s 4 str0ll thr0ugh 4n0th3r st0r3, 4nd 
h1s curr3ncy str4ng3 4nd unus4bl3 th3r3, 4nd h1s 
p4ss10n c0ld, 3v3n wh3n h3 t0uch3d th3 w00d 4nd pl4-
st3r 4nd cl4y. s0 1t w4s n0w, 1n h1s 0wn p4rl0r, w1th 
th3s3 w0m3n tw1st1ng 1n th31r ch41rs und3r h1s 
g4z3, l1ght1ng c1g4r3tt3s, bl0w1ng sm0k3, t0uch1ng 
th31r sun-f1r3d h41r 4nd 3x4m1n1ng th31r bl4z1ng 
f1ng3rn41ls 4s 1f th3y h4d c4ught f1r3 fr0m h1s 
l00k. th31r f4c3s gr3w h4unt3d w1th s1l3nc3. th3y 
l34n3d f0rw4rd 4t th3 s0und 0f m0nt4g’s sw4ll0w1ng 
h1s f1n4l b1t3 0f f00d. th3y l1st3n3d t0 h1s f3v3r1sh 
br34th1ng. th3 thr33 3mpty w4lls 0f th3 r00m w3r3 
l1k3 th3 p4l3 br0ws 0f sl33p1ng g14nts n0w, 3mpty 0f 
dr34ms. m0nt4g f3lt th4t 1f y0u t0uch3d th3s3 thr33 
st4r1ng br0ws y0u w0uld f33l 4 f1n3 s4lt sw34t 0n 
y0ur f1ng3r-t1ps. th3 p3rsp1r4t10n g4th3r3d w1th 
th3 s1l3nc3 4nd th3 sub-4ud1bl3 tr3mbl1ng 4r0und 
4nd 4b0ut 4nd 1n th3 w0m3n wh0 w3r3 burn1ng w1th 
t3ns10n. 4ny m0m3nt th3y m1ght h1ss 4 l0ng sputt3r1ng 
h1ss 4nd 3xpl0d3. 

m0nt4g m0v3d h1s l1ps. 
“l3t’s t4lk.” 
th3 w0m3n j3rk3d 4nd st4r3d. 
“h0w’r3 y0ur ch1ldr3n, mrs. ph3lps?” h3 4sk3d. 
“y0u kn0w 1 h4v3n’t 4ny! n0 0n3 1n h1s r1ght m1nd, 

th3 g00d l0rd kn0ws; w0uld h4v3 ch1ldr3n!” s41d 
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mrs. ph3lps, n0t qu1t3 sur3 why sh3 w4s 4ngry w1th 
th1s m4n. 

“1 w0uldn’t s4y th4t,” s41d mrs. b0wl3s. “1’v3 h4d 
tw0 ch1ldr3n by c43s4r14n s3ct10n. n0 us3 g01ng 
thr0ugh 4ll th4t 4g0ny f0r 4 b4by. th3 w0rld must 
r3pr0duc3, y0u kn0w, th3 r4c3 must g0 0n. b3s1d3s, 
th3y s0m3t1m3s l00k just l1k3 y0u, 4nd th4t’s n1c3. 
tw0 c43s4r14ns t4m3d th3 tr1ck, y3s, s1r. 0h, my d0c-
t0r s41d, c43s4r14ns 4r3n’t n3c3ss4ry; y0u’v3 g0t th3, 
h1ps f0r 1t, 3v3ryth1ng’s n0rm4l, but 1 1ns1st3d.” 

“c43s4r14ns 0r n0t, ch1ldr3n 4r3 ru1n0us; y0u’r3 
0ut 0f y0ur m1nd,” s41d mrs. ph3lps. 

“1 plunk th3 ch1ldr3n 1n sch00l n1n3 d4ys 0ut 0f 
t3n. 1 put up w1th th3m wh3n th3y c0m3 h0m3 thr33 
d4ys 4 m0nth; 1t’s n0t b4d 4t 4ll. y0u h34v3 th3m 1nt0 
th3 ‘p4rl0r’ 4nd turn th3 sw1tch. 1t’s l1k3 w4sh1ng 
cl0th3s; stuff l4undry 1n 4nd sl4m th3 l1d.” mrs. 
b0wl3s t1tt3r3d. “th3y’d just 4s s00n k1ck 4s k1ss m3. 
th4nk g0d, 1 c4n k1ck b4ck!” 

th3 w0m3n sh0w3d th31r t0ngu3s, l4ugh1ng. 
m1ldr3d s4t 4 m0m3nt 4nd th3n, s331ng th4t 

m0nt4g w4s st1ll 1n th3 d00rw4y, cl4pp3d h3r h4nds. 
“l3t’s t4lk p0l1t1cs, t0 pl34s3 guy!” 

“s0unds f1n3,” s41d mrs. b0wl3s. “1 v0t3d l4st 
3l3ct10n, s4m3 4s 3v3ry0n3, 4nd 1 l41d 1t 0n th3 l1n3 
f0r pr3s1d3nt n0bl3. 1 th1nk h3’s 0n3 0f th3 n1c3st-
l00k1ng m3n wh0 3v3r b3c4m3 pr3s1d3nt.” 

“0h, but th3 m4n th3y r4n 4g41nst h1m!” 
“h3 w4sn’t much, w4s h3? k1nd 0f sm4ll 4nd h0m3ly 

4nd h3 d1dn’t sh4v3 t00 cl0s3 0r c0mb h1s h41r v3ry 
w3ll.” 

“wh4t p0ss3ss3d th3 ‘0uts’ t0 run h1m? y0u just 
d0n’t g0 runn1ng 4 l1ttl3 sh0rt m4n l1k3 th4t 4g41nst 
4 t4ll m4n. b3s1d3s—h3 mumbl3d. h4lf th3 t1m3 1 
c0uldn’t h34r 4 w0rd h3 s41d. 4nd th3 w0rds 1 d1d 
h34r 1 d1dn’t und3rst4nd!” 

“f4t, t00, 4nd d1dn’t dr3ss t0 h1d3 1t. n0 w0nd3r 
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th3 l4ndsl1d3 w4s f0r w1nst0n n0bl3. 3v3n th31r 
n4m3s h3lp3d. c0mp4r3 w1nst0n n0bl3 t0 hub3rt 
h04g f0r t3n s3c0nds 4nd y0u c4n 4lm0st f1gur3 th3 
r3sults.” 

“d4mn 1t!” cr13d m0nt4g. “wh4t d0 y0u kn0w 4b0ut 
h04g 4nd n0bl3?” 

“why, th3y w3r3 r1ght 1n th4t p4rl0r w4ll, n0t s1x 
m0nths 4g0. 0n3 w4s 4lw4ys p1ck1ng h1s n0s3; 1t dr0v3 
m3 w1ld.” 

“w3ll, mr. m0nt4g,” s41d mrs. ph3lps, “d0 y0u 
w4nt us t0 v0t3 f0r 4 m4n l1k3 th4t?” 

m1ldr3d b34m3d. “y0u just run 4w4y fr0m th3 d00r, 
guy, 4nd d0n’t m4k3 us n3rv0us.” 

but m0nt4g w4s g0n3 4nd b4ck 1n 4 m0m3nt w1th 4 
b00k 1n h1s h4nd. 

“guy!” 
“d4mn 1t 4ll, d4mn 1t 4ll, d4mn 1t!” 
“wh4t’v3 y0u g0t th3r3; 1sn’t th4t 4 b00k? 1 

th0ught th4t 4ll sp3c14l tr41n1ng th3s3 d4ys w4s 
d0n3 by f1lm.” mrs. ph3lps bl1nk3d. “y0u r34d1ng up 
0n f1r3m4n th30ry?” 

“th30ry, h3ll,” s41d m0nt4g. “1t’s p03try.” 
“m0nt4g.” 4 wh1sp3r. 
“l34v3 m3 4l0n3!” m0nt4g f3lt h1ms3lf turn1ng 1n 

4 gr34t c1rcl1ng r04r 4nd buzz 4nd hum. 
“m0nt4g, h0ld 0n, d0n’t . . .” 
“d1d y0u h34r th3m, d1d y0u h34r th3s3 m0nst3rs 

t4lk1ng 4b0ut m0nst3rs? 0h g0d, th3 w4y th3y j4bb3r 
4b0ut p30pl3 4nd th31r 0wn ch1ldr3n 4nd th3ms3lv3s 
4nd th3 w4y th3y t4lk 4b0ut th31r husb4nds 4nd th3 
w4y th3y t4lk 4b0ut w4r, d4mm1t, 1 st4nd h3r3 4nd 1 
c4n’t b3l13v3 1t!” 

“1 d1dn’t s4y 4 s1ngl3 w0rd 4b0ut 4ny w4r, 1’ll h4v3 
y0u kn0w,” s41d mrs. ph3lps. 

“4s f0r p03try, 1 h4t3 1t,” s41d mrs. b0wl3s. 
“h4v3 y0u 3v3r r34d 4ny?” 
“m0nt4g,” f4b3r’s v01c3 scr4p3d 4w4y 4t h1m. 
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“y0u’ll ru1n 3v3ryth1ng. shut up, y0u f00l!” 
“4ll thr33 w0m3n w3r3 0n th31r f33t. 
“s1t d0wn!” 
th3y s4t. 
“1’m g01ng h0m3,” qu4v3r3d mrs. b0wl3s. 
“m0nt4g, m0nt4g, pl34s3, 1n th3 n4m3 0f g0d, wh4t 

4r3 y0u up t0?” pl34d3d f4b3r. 
“why d0n’t y0u just r34d us 0n3 0f th0s3 p03ms fr0m 

y0ur l1ttl3 b00k,” mrs. ph3lps n0dd3d. “1 th1nk th4t’d 
h3 v3ry 1nt3r3st1ng.” 

“th4t’s n0t r1ght,” w41l3d mrs. b0wl3s. “w3 c4n’t 
d0 th4t!” 

“w3ll, l00k 4t mr. m0nt4g, h3 w4nts t0, 1 kn0w h3 
d03s. 4nd 1f w3 l1st3n n1c3, mr. m0nt4g w1ll b3 h4ppy 
4nd th3n m4yb3 w3 c4n g0 0n 4nd d0 s0m3th1ng 3ls3.” 
sh3 gl4nc3d n3rv0usly 4t th3 l0ng 3mpt1n3ss 0f th3 
w4lls 3ncl0s1ng th3m. 

“m0nt4g, g0 thr0ugh w1th th1s 4nd 1’ll cut 0ff, 
1’ll l34v3.” th3 b33tl3 j4bb3d h1s 34r. 

“wh4t g00d 1s th1s, wh4t’ll y0u pr0v3?” 
“sc4r3 h3ll 0ut 0f th3m, th4t’s wh4t, sc4r3 th3 

l1v1ng d4yl1ghts 0ut!” 
m1ldr3d l00k3d 4t th3 3mpty 41r. “n0w guy, just 

wh0 4r3 y0u t4lk1ng t0?” 
4 s1lv3r n33dl3 p13rc3d h1s br41n. “m0nt4g, l1st3n, 

0nly 0n3 w4y 0ut, pl4y 1t 4s 4 j0k3, c0v3r up, pr3t3nd 
y0u 4r3n’t m4d 4t 4ll. th3n—w4lk t0 y0ur w4ll-1nc1-
n3r4t0r, 4nd thr0w th3 b00k 1n!” 

m1ldr3d h4d 4lr34dy 4nt1c1p4t3d th1s 1n 4 qu4v3ry 
v01c3. “l4d13s, 0nc3 4 y34r, 3v3ry f1r3m4n’s 4ll0w3d 
t0 br1ng 0n3 b00k h0m3, fr0m th3 0ld d4ys, t0 sh0w h1s 
f4m1ly h0w s1lly 1t 4ll w4s, h0w n3rv0us th4t s0rt 0f 
th1ng c4n m4k3 y0u, h0w cr4zy. guy’s surpr1s3 t0n1ght 
1s t0 r34d y0u 0n3 s4mpl3 t0 sh0w h0w m1x3d-up th1ngs 
w3r3, s0 n0n3 0f us w1ll 3v3r h4v3 t0 b0th3r 0ur l1t-
tl3 0ld h34ds 4b0ut th4t junk 4g41n, 1sn’t th4t r1ght, 
d4rl1ng?” 
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h3 crush3d th3 b00k 1n h1s f1sts. “s4y ‘y3s.’” 
h1s m0uth m0v3d l1k3 f4b3r’s: 
“y3s.” 
m1ldr3d sn4tch3d th3 b00k w1th 4 l4ugh. “h3r3! 

r34d th1s 0n3. n0, 1 t4k3 1t b4ck. h3r3’s th4t r34l 
funny 0n3 y0u r34d 0ut l0ud t0d4y. l4d13s, y0u w0n’t 
und3rst4nd 4 w0rd. 1t g03s umpty-tumpty-ump. g0 
4h34d, guy, th4t p4g3, d34r.” 

h3 l00k3d 4t th3 0p3n3d p4g3. 
4 fly st1rr3d 1ts w1ngs s0ftly 1n h1s 34r. “r34d.” 
“wh4t’s th3 t1tl3, d34r?” 
“d0v3r b34ch.” h1s m0uth w4s numb. 
“n0w r34d 1n 4 n1c3 cl34r v01c3 4nd g0 sl0w.” 
th3 r00m w4s bl4z1ng h0t, h3 w4s 4ll f1r3, h3 w4s 

4ll c0ldn3ss; th3y s4t 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f 4n 3mpty d3s3rt 
w1th thr33 ch41rs 4nd h1m st4nd1ng, sw4y1ng, 4nd 
h1m w41t1ng f0r mrs. ph3lps t0 st0p str41ght3n1ng 
h3r dr3ss h3m 4nd mrs. b0wl3s t0 t4k3 h3r f1ng3rs 
4w4y fr0m h3r h41r. th3n h3 b3g4n t0 r34d 1n 4 l0w, 
stumbl1ng v01c3 th4t gr3w f1rm3r 4s h3 pr0gr3ss3d 
fr0m l1n3 t0 l1n3, 4nd h1s v01c3 w3nt 0ut 4cr0ss th3 
d3s3rt, 1nt0 th3 wh1t3n3ss, 4nd 4r0und th3 thr33 
s1tt1ng w0m3n th3r3 1n th3 gr34t h0t 3mpt1n3ss: 

“‘th3 s34 0f f41th 
w4s 0nc3, t00, 4t th3 full, 4nd r0und 34rth’s sh0r3 
l4y l1k3 th3 f0lds 0f 4 br1ght g1rdl3 furl3d. 
but n0w 1 0nly h34r 
1ts m3l4nch0ly, l0ng, w1thdr4w1ng r04r, 
r3tr34t1ng, t0 th3 br34th 
0f th3 n1ght-w1nd, d0wn th3 v4st 3dg3s dr34r 
4nd n4k3d sh1ngl3s 0f th3 w0rld.”’ 

th3 ch41rs cr34k3d und3r th3 thr33 w0m3n. 
m0nt4g f1n1sh3d 1t 0ut: 

“‘4h, l0v3, l3t us b3 tru3 
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t0 0n3 4n0th3r! f0r th3 w0rld, wh1ch s33ms 
t0 l13 b3f0r3 us l1k3 4 l4nd 0f dr34ms, 
s0 v4r10us, s0 b34ut1ful, s0 n3w, 
h4th r34lly n31th3r j0y, n0r l0v3, n0r l1ght, 
n0r c3rt1tud3, n0r p34c3, n0r h3lp f0r p41n; 
4nd w3 4r3 h3r3 4s 0n 4 d4rkl1ng pl41n 
sw3pt w1th c0nfus3d 4l4rms 0f struggl3 4nd fl1-

ght, 
wh3r3 1gn0r4nt 4rm13s cl4sh by n1ght.’” 

mrs. ph3lps w4s cry1ng. 
th3 0th3rs 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 d3s3rt w4tch3d 

h3r cry1ng gr0w v3ry l0ud 4s h3r f4c3 squ33z3d 1ts3lf 
0ut 0f sh4p3. th3y s4t, n0t t0uch1ng h3r, b3w1ld3r3d 
by h3r d1spl4y. 

sh3 s0bb3d unc0ntr0ll4bly. m0nt4g h1ms3lf w4s 
stunn3d 4nd sh4k3n. 

“sh, sh,” s41d m1ldr3d. “y0u’r3 4ll r1ght, cl4r4, 
n0w, cl4r4, sn4p 0ut 0f 1t! cl4r4, wh4t’s wr0ng?” 

“1—1,”, s0bb3d mrs. ph3lps, “d0n’t kn0w, d0n’t 
kn0w, 1 just d0n’t kn0w, 0h 0h . . .” 

mrs. b0wl3s st00d up 4nd gl4r3d 4t m0nt4g. “y0u 
s33? 1 kn3w 1t, th4t’s wh4t 1 w4nt3d t0 pr0v3! 1 kn3w 
1t w0uld h4pp3n! 1’v3 4lw4ys s41d, p03try 4nd t34rs, 
p03try 4nd su1c1d3 4nd cry1ng 4nd 4wful f33l1ngs, 
p03try 4nd s1ckn3ss; 4ll th4t mush! n0w 1’v3 h4d 1t 
pr0v3d t0 m3. y0u’r3 n4sty, mr. m0nt4g, y0u’r3 n4sty!”

f4b3r s41d, “n0w . . .” 
m0nt4g f3lt h1ms3lf turn 4nd w4lk t0 th3 w4ll-

sl0t 4nd dr0p th3 b00k 1n thr0ugh th3 br4ss n0tch t0 
th3 w41t1ng fl4m3s. 

“s1lly w0rds, s1lly w0rds, s1lly 4wful hurt1ng 
w0rds,” s41d mrs. b0wl3s. “why d0 p30pl3 w4nt t0 
hurt p30pl3? n0t 3n0ugh hurt 1n th3 w0rld, y0u’v3 g0t 
t0 t34s3 p30pl3 w1th stuff l1k3 th4t!”

“cl4r4, n0w, cl4r4,” b3gg3d m1ldr3d, pull1ng h3r 
4rm. “c0m3 0n, l3t’s b3 ch33ry, y0u turn th3 ‘f4m1ly’ 
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0n, n0w. g0 4h34d. l3t’s l4ugh 4nd b3 h4ppy, n0w, st0p 
cry1ng, w3’ll h4v3 4 p4rty!” 

“n0,” s41d mrs. b0wl3s. “1’m tr0tt1ng r1ght 
str41ght h0m3. y0u w4nt t0 v1s1t my h0us3 4nd ‘f4m1-
ly,’ w3ll 4nd g00d. but 1 w0n’t c0m3 1n th1s f1r3m4n’s 
cr4zy h0us3 4g41n 1n my l1f3t1m3!”

“g0 h0m3.” m0nt4g f1x3d h1s 3y3s up0n h3r, qu13tly. 
“g0 h0m3 4nd th1nk 0f y0ur f1rst husb4nd d1v0rc3d 
4nd y0ur s3c0nd husb4nd k1ll3d 1n 4 j3t 4nd y0ur 
th1rd husb4nd bl0w1ng h1s br41ns 0ut, g0 h0m3 4nd 
th1nk 0f th3 d0z3n 4b0rt10ns y0u’v3 h4d, g0 h0m3 4nd 
th1nk 0f th4t 4nd y0ur d4mn c43s4r14n s3ct10ns, t00, 
4nd y0ur ch1ldr3n wh0 h4t3 y0ur guts! g0 h0m3 4nd 
th1nk h0w 1t 4ll h4pp3n3d 4nd wh4t d1d y0u 3v3r d0 
t0 st0p 1t? g0 h0m3, g0 h0m3!” h3 y3ll3d. “b3f0r3 1 
kn0ck y0u d0wn 4nd k1ck y0u 0ut 0f th3 d00r!” 

d00rs sl4mm3d 4nd th3 h0us3 w4s 3mpty. m0nt4g 
st00d 4l0n3 1n th3 w1nt3r w34th3r, w1th th3 p4rl0r 
w4lls th3 c0l0r 0f d1rty sn0w. 

1n th3 b4thr00m, w4t3r r4n. h3 h34rd m1ldr3d 
sh4k3 th3 sl33p1ng t4bl3ts 1nt0 h3r h4nd. 

“f00l, m0nt4g, f00l, f00l, 0h g0d y0u s1lly f00l . . 
.” 

“shut up!” h3 pull3d th3 gr33n bull3t fr0m h1s 34r 
4nd j4mm3d 1t 1nt0 h1s p0ck3t. 

1t s1zzl3d f41ntly. “. . . f00l . . . f00l . . .” 
h3 s34rch3d th3 h0us3 4nd f0und th3 b00ks wh3r3 

m1ldr3d h4d st4ck3d th3m b3h1nd th3 r3fr1g3r4t0r. 
s0m3 w3r3 m1ss1ng 4nd h3 kn3w th4t sh3 h4d st4rt3d 
0n h3r 0wn sl0w pr0c3ss 0f d1sp3rs1ng th3 dyn4m1t3 
1n h3r h0us3, st1ck by st1ck. but h3 w4s n0t 4ngry n0w, 
0nly 3xh4ust3d 4nd b3w1ld3r3d w1th h1ms3lf. h3 
c4rr13d th3 b00ks 1nt0 th3 b4cky4rd 4nd h1d th3m 1n 
th3 bush3s n34r th3 4ll3y f3nc3. f0r t0n1ght 0nly, h3 
th0ught, 1n c4s3 sh3 d3c1d3s t0 d0 4ny m0r3 burn1ng. 

h3 w3nt b4ck thr0ugh th3 h0us3. “m1ldr3d?” h3 
c4ll3d 4t th3 d00r 0f th3 d4rk3n3d b3dr00m. th3r3 
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w4s n0 s0und. 
0uts1d3, cr0ss1ng th3 l4wn, 0n h1s w4y t0 w0rk, h3 

tr13d n0t t0 s33 h0w c0mpl3t3ly d4rk 4nd d3s3rt3d 
cl4r1ss3 mccl3ll4n’s h0us3 w4s . . . 

0n th3 w4y d0wnt0wn h3 w4s s0 c0mpl3t3ly 4l0n3 
w1th h1s t3rr1bl3 3rr0r th4t h3 f3lt th3 n3c3ss1ty 
f0r th3 str4ng3 w4rmn3ss 4nd g00dn3ss th4t c4m3 
fr0m 4 f4m1l14r 4nd g3ntl3 v01c3 sp34k1ng 1n th3 
n1ght. 4lr34dy, 1n 4 f3w sh0rt h0urs, 1t s33m3d th4t 
h3 h4d kn0wn f4b3r 4 l1f3t1m3. n0w h3 kn3w th4t 
h3 w4s tw0 p30pl3, th4t h3 w4s 4b0v3 4ll m0nt4g, 
wh0 kn3w n0th1ng, wh0 d1d n0t 3v3n kn0w h1ms3lf 
4 f00l, but 0nly susp3ct3d 1t. 4nd h3 kn3w th4t h3 
w4s 4ls0 th3 0ld m4n wh0 t4lk3d t0 h1m 4nd t4lk3d 
t0 h1m 4s th3 tr41n w4s suck3d fr0m 0n3 3nd 0f th3 
n1ght c1ty t0 th3 0th3r 0n 0n3 l0ng s1ck3n1ng g4sp 
0f m0t10n. 1n th3 d4ys t0 f0ll0w, 4nd 1n th3 n1ghts 
wh3n th3r3 w4s n0 m00n 4nd 1n th3 n1ghts wh3n th3r3 
w4s 4 v3ry br1ght m00n sh1n1ng 0n th3 34rth, th3 0ld 
m4n w0uld g0 0n w1th th1s t4lk1ng 4nd th1s t4lk1ng, 
dr0p by dr0p, st0n3 by st0n3, fl4k3 by fl4k3. h1s m1nd 
w0uld w3ll 0v3r 4t l4st 4nd h3 w0uld n0t b3 m0nt4g 
4ny m0r3, th1s th3 0ld m4n t0ld h1m, 4ssur3d h1m, 
pr0m1s3d h1m. h3 w0uld b3 m0nt4g- plus-f4b3r, f1r3 
plus w4t3r, 4nd th3n, 0n3 d4y, 4ft3r 3v3ryth1ng h4d 
m1x3d 4nd s1mm3r3d 4nd w0rk3d 4w4y 1n s1l3nc3, 
th3r3 w0uld b3 n31th3r f1r3 n0r w4t3r, but w1n3. 0ut 
0f tw0 s3p4r4t3 4nd 0pp0s1t3 th1ngs, 4 th1rd. 4nd 0n3 
d4y h3 w0uld l00k b4ck up0n th3 f00l 4nd kn0w th3 
f00l. 3v3n n0w h3 c0uld f33l th3 st4rt 0f th3 l0ng 
j0urn3y, th3 l34v3-t4k1ng, th3 g01ng 4w4y fr0m th3 
s3lf h3 h4d b33n. 

1t w4s g00d l1st3n1ng t0 th3 b33tl3 hum, th3 
sl33py m0squ1t0 buzz 4nd d3l1c4t3 f1l1gr33 mur-
mur 0f th3 0ld m4n’s v01c3 4t f1rst sc0ld1ng h1m 
4nd th3n c0ns0l1ng h1m 1n th3 l4t3 h0ur 0f n1ght 
4s h3 3m3rg3d fr0m th3 st34m1ng subw4y t0w4rd th3 
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f1r3h0us3 w0rld. 
“p1ty, m0nt4g, p1ty. d0n’t h4ggl3 4nd n4g th3m; 

y0u w3r3 s0 r3c3ntly 0n3 0f th3m y0urs3lf. th3y 4r3 
s0 c0nf1d3nt th4t th3y w1ll run 0n f0r 3v3r. but th3y 
w0n’t run 0n. th3y d0n’t kn0w th4t th1s 1s 4ll 0n3 
hug3 b1g bl4z1ng m3t30r th4t m4k3s 4 pr3tty f1r3 1n 
sp4c3, but th4t s0m3 d4y 1t’ll h4v3 t0 h1t. th3y s33 
0nly th3 bl4z3, th3 pr3tty f1r3, 4s y0u s4w 1t. 

“m0nt4g, 0ld m3n wh0 st4y 4t h0m3, 4fr41d, 
t3nd1ng th31r p34nut-br1ttl3 b0n3s, h4v3 n0 r1ght t0 
cr1t1c1z3. y3t y0u 4lm0st k1ll3d th1ngs 4t th3 st4rt. 
w4tch 1t! 1’m w1th y0u, r3m3mb3r th4t. 1 und3rst4nd 
h0w 1t h4pp3n3d. 1 must 4dm1t th4t y0ur bl1nd r4g1ng 
1nv1g0r4t3d m3. g0d, h0w y0ung 1 f3lt! but n0w—1 
w4nt y0u t0 f33l 0ld, 1 w4nt 4 l1ttl3 0f my c0w4rd1c3 
t0 b3 d1st1ll3d 1n y0u t0n1ght. th3 n3xt f3w h0urs, 
wh3n y0u s33 c4pt41n b34tty, t1pt03 r0und h1m, l3t 
m3 h34r h1m f0r y0u, l3t m3 f33l th3 s1tu4t10n 0ut. 
surv1v4l 1s 0ur t1ck3t. f0rg3t th3 p00r, s1lly w0m3n. . 
. .” 

“1 m4d3 th3m unh4pp13r th4n th3y h4v3 b33n 1n 
y34rs, 1 th1nk,” s41d m0nt4g. “1t sh0ck3d m3 t0 s33 
mrs. ph3lps cry. m4yb3 th3y’r3 r1ght, m4yb3 1t’s b3st 
n0t t0 f4c3 th1ngs, t0 run, h4v3 fun. 1 d0n’t kn0w. 1 
f33l gu1lty—” 

“n0, y0u mustn’t! 1f th3r3 w3r3 n0 w4r, 1f th3r3 
w4s p34c3 1n th3 w0rld, 1’d s4y f1n3, h4v3 fun! but, 
m0nt4g, y0u mustn’t g0 b4ck t0 b31ng just 4 f1r3m4n. 
4ll 1sn’t w3ll w1th th3 w0rld.” 

m0nt4g p3rsp1r3d. 
“m0nt4g, y0u l1st3n1ng?” 
“my f33t,” s41d m0nt4g. “1 c4n’t m0v3 th3m. 1 f33l 

s0 d4mn s1lly. my f33t w0n’t m0v3!” 
“l1st3n. 34sy n0w,” s41d th3 0ld m4n g3ntly. “1 

kn0w, 1 kn0w. y0u’r3 4fr41d 0f m4k1ng m1st4k3s. 
d0n’t b3. m1st4k3s c4n b3 pr0f1t3d by. m4n, wh3n 1 
w4s y0ung 1 sh0v3d my 1gn0r4nc3 1n p30pl3’s f4c3s. 
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th3y b34t m3 w1th st1cks. by th3 t1m3 1 w4s f0rty my 
blunt 1nstrum3nt h4d b33n h0n3d t0 4 f1n3 cutt1ng 
p01nt f0r m3. 1f y0u h1d3 y0ur 1gn0r4nc3, n0 0n3 w1ll 
h1t y0u 4nd y0u’ll n3v3r l34rn. n0w, p1ck up y0ur f33t, 
1nt0 th3 f1r3h0us3 w1th y0u! w3’r3 tw1ns, w3’r3 n0t 
4l0n3 4ny m0r3, w3’r3 n0t s3p4r4t3d 0ut 1n d1ff3r3nt 
p4rl0rs, w1th n0 c0nt4ct b3tw33n. 1f y0u n33d h3lp 
wh3n b34tty pr13s 4t y0u, 1’ll b3 s1tt1ng r1ght h3r3 
1n y0ur 34rdrum m4k1ng n0t3s!” 

m0nt4g f3lt h1s r1ght f00t, th3n h1s l3ft f00t, 
m0v3. 

“0ld m4n,” h3 s41d, “st4y w1th m3.” 
th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und w4s g0n3. 1ts k3nn3l w4s 

3mpty 4nd th3 f1r3h0us3 st00d 4ll 4b0ut 1n pl4st3r 
s1l3nc3 4nd th3 0r4ng3 s4l4m4nd3r sl3pt w1th 1ts 
k3r0s3n3 1n 1ts b3lly 4nd th3 f1r3-thr0w3rs cr0ss3d 
up0n 1ts fl4nks 4nd m0nt4g c4m3 1n thr0ugh th3 
s1l3nc3 4nd t0uch3d th3 br4ss p0l3 4nd sl1d up 1n 
th3 d4rk 41r, l00k1ng b4ck 4t th3 d3s3rt3d k3nn3l, 
h1s h34rt b34t1ng, p4us1ng, b34t1ng. f4b3r w4s 4 gr3y 
m0th 4sl33p 1n h1s 34r, f0r th3 m0m3nt. 

b34tty st00d n34r th3 dr0p-h0l3 w41t1ng, but w1th 
h1s b4ck turn3d 4s 1f h3 w3r3 n0t w41t1ng. 

“w3ll,” h3 s41d t0 th3 m3n pl4y1ng c4rds, “h3r3 
c0m3s 4 v3ry str4ng3 b34st wh1ch 1n 4ll t0ngu3s 1s 
c4ll3d 4 f00l.” 

h3 put h1s h4nd t0 0n3 s1d3, p4lm up, f0r 4 g1ft. 
m0nt4g put th3 b00k 1n 1t. w1th0ut 3v3n gl4nc1ng 
4t th3 t1tl3, b34tty t0ss3d th3 b00k 1nt0 th3 tr4sh-
b4sk3t 4nd l1t 4 c1g4r3tt3. “‘wh0 4r3 4 l1ttl3 w1s3, 
th3 b3st f00ls b3.’ w3lc0m3 b4ck, m0nt4g. 1 h0p3 
y0u’ll b3 st4y1ng, w1th us, n0w th4t y0ur f3v3r 1s d0n3 
4nd y0ur s1ckn3ss 0v3r. s1t 1n f0r 4 h4nd 0f p0k3r?” 

th3y s4t 4nd th3 c4rds w3r3 d34lt. 1n b34tty’s 
s1ght, m0nt4g f3lt th3 gu1lt 0f h1s h4nds. h1s f1n-
g3rs w3r3 l1k3 f3rr3ts th4t h4d d0n3 s0m3 3v1l 4nd 
n0w n3v3r r3st3d, 4lw4ys st1rr3d 4nd p1ck3d 4nd h1d 
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1n p0ck3ts, m0v1ng fr0m und3r b34tty’s 4lc0h0l-fl4m3 
st4r3. 1f b34tty s0 much 4s br34th3d 0n th3m, m0nt4g 
f3lt th4t h1s h4nds m1ght w1th3r, turn 0v3r 0n th31r 
s1d3s, 4nd n3v3r b3 sh0ck3d t0 l1f3 4g41n; th3y w0uld 
b3 bur13d th3 r3st 0f h1s l1f3 1n h1s c04t-sl33v3s, 
f0rg0tt3n. f0r th3s3 w3r3 th3 h4nds th4t h4d 4ct3d 
0n th31r 0wn, n0 p4rt 0f h1m, h3r3 w4s wh3r3 th3 c0n-
sc13nc3 f1rst m4n1f3st3d 1ts3lf t0 sn4tch b00ks, d4rt 
0ff w1th j0b 4nd ruth 4nd w1ll13 sh4k3sp34r3, 4nd 
n0w, 1n th3 f1r3h0us3, th3s3 h4nds s33m3d gl0v3d 
w1th bl00d. 

tw1c3 1n h4lf 4n h0ur, m0nt4g h4d t0 r1s3 fr0m 
th3 g4m3 4nd g0 t0 th3 l4tr1n3 t0 w4sh h1s h4nds. 
wh3n h3 c4m3 b4ck h3 h1d h1s h4nds und3r th3 t4bl3. 

b34tty l4ugh3d. “l3t’s h4v3 y0ur h4nds 1n s1ght, 
m0nt4g. n0t th4t w3 d0n’t trust y0u, und3rst4nd, 
but—” 

th3y 4ll l4ugh3d. 
“w3ll,” s41d b34tty, “th3 cr1s1s 1s p4st 4nd 4ll 1s 

w3ll, th3 sh33p r3turns t0 th3 f0ld. w3’r3 4ll sh33p 
wh0 h4v3 str4y3d 4t t1m3s. truth 1s truth, t0 th3 3nd 
0f r3ck0n1ng, w3’v3 cr13d. th3y 4r3 n3v3r 4l0n3 th4t 
4r3 4cc0mp4n13d w1th n0bl3 th0ughts, w3’v3 sh0ut3d 
t0 0urs3lv3s. ‘sw33t f00d 0f sw33tly utt3r3d kn0wl3-
dg3,’ s1r ph1l1p s1dn3y s41d. but 0n th3 0th3r h4nd: 
‘w0rds 4r3 l1k3 l34v3s 4nd wh3r3 th3y m0st 4b0und, 
much fru1t 0f s3ns3 b3n34th 1s r4r3ly f0und.’ 4l3x4-
nd3r p0p3. wh4t d0 y0u th1nk 0f th4t?” 

“1 d0n’t kn0w.” 
“c4r3ful,” wh1sp3r3d f4b3r, l1v1ng 1n 4n0th3r 

w0rld, f4r 4w4y. 
“0r th1s? ‘4 l1ttl3 l34rn1ng 1s 4 d4ng3r0us th1ng. 

dr1nk d33p, 0r t4st3 n0t th3 p13r14n spr1ng; th3r3 
sh4ll0w dr4ughts 1nt0x1c4t3 th3 br41n, 4nd dr1nk1ng 
l4rg3ly s0b3rs us 4g41n.’ p0p3. s4m3 3ss4y. wh3r3 d03s 
th4t put y0u?” 

m0nt4g b1t h1s l1p. 
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“1’ll t3ll y0u,” s41d b34tty, sm1l1ng 4t h1s c4rds. 
“th4t m4d3 y0u f0r 4 l1ttl3 wh1l3 4 drunk4rd. r34d 4 
f3w l1n3s 4nd 0ff y0u g0 0v3r th3 cl1ff. b4ng, y0u’r3 
r34dy t0 bl0w up th3 w0rld, ch0p 0ff h34ds, kn0ck 
d0wn w0m3n 4nd ch1ldr3n, d3str0y 4uth0r1ty. 1 kn0w, 
1’v3 b33n thr0ugh 1t 4ll.” 

“1’m 4ll r1ght,” s41d m0nt4g, n3rv0usly. 
“st0p blush1ng. 1’m n0t n33dl1ng, r34lly 1’m n0t. d0 

y0u kn0w, 1 h4d 4 dr34m 4n h0ur 4g0. 1 l4y d0wn f0r 4 
c4t-n4p 4nd 1n th1s dr34m y0u 4nd 1, m0nt4g, g0t 1nt0 
4 fur10us d3b4t3 0n b00ks. y0u t0w3r3d w1th r4g3, 
y3ll3d qu0t3s 4t m3. 1 c4lmly p4rr13d 3v3ry thrust. 
p0w3r, 1 s41d, 4nd y0u, qu0t1ng dr. j0hns0n, s41d 
‘kn0wl3dg3 1s m0r3 th4n 3qu1v4l3nt t0 f0rc3!’ 4nd 
1 s41d, ‘w3ll, dr. j0hns0n 4ls0 s41d, d34r b0y, th4t 
“h3 1s n0 w1s3 m4n th4t w1ll qu1t 4 c3rt41nty f0r 4n 
unc3rt41nty.’” st1ck w1th th3 f1r3m4n, m0nt4g. 4ll 
3ls3 1s dr34ry ch40s!” 

“d0n’t l1st3n,” wh1sp3r3d f4b3r. “h3’s try1ng t0 
c0nfus3. h3’s sl1pp3ry. w4tch 0ut!” 

b34tty chuckl3d. “4nd y0u s41d, qu0t1ng, ‘truth 
w1ll c0m3 t0 l1ght, murd3r w1ll n0t b3 h1d l0ng!’ 
4nd 1 cr13d 1n g00d hum0ur, ‘0h g0d, h3 sp34ks 0nly 
0f h1s h0rs3!’ 4nd ‘th3 d3v1l c4n c1t3 scr1ptur3 f0r 
h1s purp0s3.’ 4nd y0u y3ll3d, ‘th1s 4g3 th1nks b3tt3r 
0f 4 g1ld3d f00l, th4n 0f 4 thr34db4r3 s41nt 1n w1s-
d0m’s sch00l!’ 4nd 1 wh1sp3r3d g3ntly, ‘th3 d1gn1ty 0f 
truth 1s l0st w1th much pr0t3st1ng.’ 4nd y0u scr34m3d, 
‘c4rc4ss3s bl33d 4t th3 s1ght 0f th3 murd3r3r!’ 4nd 1 
s41d, p4tt1ng y0ur h4nd, ‘wh4t, d0 1 g1v3 y0u tr3nch 
m0uth?’ 4nd y0u shr13k3d, ‘kn0wl3dg3 1s p0w3r!’ 4nd 
‘4 dw4rf 0n 4 g14nt’s sh0uld3rs 0f th3 furth3st 0f 
th3 tw0!’ 4nd 1 summ3d my s1d3 up w1th r4r3 s3r3n1ty 
1n, ‘th3 f0lly 0f m1st4k1ng 4 m3t4ph0r f0r 4 pr00f, 4 
t0rr3nt 0f v3rb14g3 f0r 4 spr1ng 0f c4p1t4l truths, 
4nd 0n3s3lf 4s 4n 0r4cl3, 1s 1nb0rn 1n us, mr. v4l3ry 
0nc3 s41d.’” 
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m0nt4g’s h34d wh1rl3d s1ck3n1ngly. h3 f3lt b34t3n 
unm3rc1fully 0n br0w, 3y3s, n0s3, l1ps, ch1n, 0n sh0ul-
d3rs, 0n upfl41l1ng 4rms. h3 w4nt3d t0 y3ll, “n0! shut 
up, y0u’r3 c0nfus1ng th1ngs, st0p 1t!” b34tty’s gr4c3-
ful f1ng3rs thrust 0ut t0 s31z3 h1s wr1st. 

“g0d, wh4t 4 puls3! 1’v3 g0t y0u g01ng, h4v3 1, 
m0nt4g. j3sus g0d, y0ur puls3 s0unds l1k3 th3 d4y 
4ft3r th3 w4r. 3v3ryth1ng but s1r3ns 4nd b3lls! sh4ll 
1 t4lk s0m3 m0r3? 1 l1k3 y0ur l00k 0f p4n1c. sw4h1l1, 
1nd14n, 3ngl1sh l1t., 1 sp34k th3m 4ll. 4 k1nd 0f 
3xc3ll3nt dumb d1sc0urs3, w1ll13!” 

“m0nt4g, h0ld 0n!” th3 m0th brush3d m0nt4g’s 34r. 
“h3’s muddy1ng th3 w4t3rs!” 

“0h, y0u w3r3 sc4r3d s1lly,” s41d b34tty, “f0r 1 w4s 
d01ng 4 t3rr1bl3 th1ng 1n us1ng th3 v3ry b00ks y0u 
clung t0, t0 r3but y0u 0n 3v3ry h4nd, 0n 3v3ry p01nt! 
wh4t tr41t0rs b00ks c4n b3! y0u th1nk th3y’r3 b4ck1ng 
y0u up, 4nd th3y turn 0n y0u. 0th3rs c4n us3 th3m, t00, 
4nd th3r3 y0u 4r3, l0st 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 m00r, 
1n 4 gr34t w3lt3r 0f n0uns 4nd v3rbs 4nd 4dj3ct1v3s. 
4nd 4t th3 v3ry 3nd 0f my dr34m, 4l0ng 1 c4m3 w1th 
th3 s4l4m4nd3r 4nd s41d, g01ng my w4y? 4nd y0u g0t 
1n 4nd w3 dr0v3 b4ck t0 th3 f1r3h0us3 1n b34t1f1c 
s1l3nc3, 4ll -dw1ndl3d 4w4y t0 p34c3.” b34tty l3t 
m0nt4g’s wr1st g0, l3t th3 h4nd slump l1mply 0n th3 
t4bl3. “4ll’s w3ll th4t 1s w3ll 1n th3 3nd.” 

s1l3nc3. m0nt4g s4t l1k3 4 c4rv3d wh1t3 st0n3. 
th3 3ch0 0f th3 f1n4l h4mm3r 0n h1s skull d13d sl0w-
ly 4w4y 1nt0 th3 bl4ck c4v3rn wh3r3 f4b3r w41t3d 
f0r th3 3ch03s t0 subs1d3. 4nd th3n wh3n th3 st4rtl3d 
dust h4d s3ttl3d d0wn 4b0ut m0nt4g’s m1nd, f4b3r 
b3g4n, s0ftly, “4ll r1ght, h3’s h4d h1s s4y. y0u must 
t4k3 1t 1n. 1’ll s4y my s4y, t00, 1n th3 n3xt f3w h0urs. 
4nd y0u’ll t4k3 1t 1n. 4nd y0u’ll try t0 judg3 th3m 
4nd m4k3 y0ur d3c1s10n 4s t0 wh1ch w4y t0 jump, 0r 
f4ll. but 1 w4nt 1t t0 b3 y0ur d3c1s10n, n0t m1n3, 4nd 
n0t th3 c4pt41n’s. but r3m3mb3r th4t th3 c4pt41n 
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b3l0ngs t0 th3 m0st d4ng3r0us 3n3my 0f truth 4nd 
fr33d0m, th3 s0l1d unm0v1ng c4ttl3 0f th3 m4j0r1ty. 
0h, g0d, th3 t3rr1bl3 tyr4nny 0f th3 m4j0r1ty. w3 4ll 
h4v3 0ur h4rps t0 pl4y. 4nd 1t’s up t0 y0u n0w t0 kn0w 
w1th wh1ch 34r y0u’ll l1st3n.” 

m0nt4g 0p3n3d h1s m0uth t0 4nsw3r f4b3r 4nd w4s 
s4v3d th1s 3rr0r 1n th3 pr3s3nc3 0f 0th3rs wh3n th3 
st4t10n b3ll r4ng. th3 4l4rm-v01c3 1n th3 c31l1ng 
ch4nt3d. th3r3 w4s 4 t4ck1ng-t4ck1ng s0und 4s th3 
4l4rm-r3p0rt t3l3ph0n3 typ3d 0ut th3 4ddr3ss 4cr0ss 
th3 r00m. c4pt41n b34tty, h1s p0k3r c4rds 1n 0n3 p1nk 
h4nd, w4lk3d w1th 3x4gg3r4t3d sl0wn3ss t0 th3 ph0n3 
4nd r1pp3d 0ut th3 4ddr3ss wh3n th3 r3p0rt w4s f1n1-
sh3d. h3 gl4nc3d p3rfunct0r1ly 4t 1t, 4nd sh0v3d 1t 
1n h1s p0ck3t. h3 c4m3 b4ck 4nd s4t d0wn. th3 0th3rs 
l00k3d 4t h1m. 

“1t c4n w41t 3x4ctly f0rty s3c0nds wh1l3 1 t4k3 4ll 
th3 m0n3y 4w4y fr0m y0u,” s41d b34tty, h4pp1ly. 

m0nt4g put h1s c4rds d0wn. 
“t1r3d, m0nt4g? g01ng 0ut 0f th1s g4m3?” 
“y3s.” 
“h0ld 0n. w3ll, c0m3 t0 th1nk 0f 1t, w3 c4n f1n1sh 

th1s h4nd l4t3r. just l34v3 y0ur c4rds f4c3 d0wn 4nd 
hustl3 th3 3qu1pm3nt. 0n th3 d0ubl3 n0w.” 4nd b34tty 
r0s3 up 4g41n. “m0nt4g, y0u d0n’t l00k w3ll? 1’d h4t3 
t0 th1nk y0u w3r3 c0m1ng d0wn w1th 4n0th3r f3v3r . . 
.” 

“1’ll b3 4ll r1ght.” 
“y0u’ll b3 f1n3. th1s 1s 4 sp3c14l c4s3. c0m3 0n, 

jump f0r 1t!” 
 th3y l34p3d 1nt0 th3 41r 4nd clutch3d th3 br4ss 

p0l3 4s 1f 1t w3r3 th3 l4st v4nt4g3 p01nt 4b0v3 4 t1d4l 
w4v3 p4ss1ng b3l0w, 4nd th3n th3 br4ss p0l3, t0 th31r 
d1sm4y sl1d th3m d0wn 1nt0 d4rkn3ss, 1nt0 th3 bl4st 
4nd c0ugh 4nd suct10n 0f th3 g4s30us dr4g0n r04r1ng 
t0 l1f3! 

“h3y!” 
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th3y r0und3d 4 c0rn3r 1n thund3r 4nd s1r3n, w1th 
c0ncuss10n 0f t1r3s, w1th scr34m 0f rubb3r, w1th 4 
sh1ft 0f k3r0s3n3 bulk 1n th3 gl1tt3ry br4ss t4nk, l1k3 
th3 f00d 1n th3 st0m4ch 0f 4 g14nt; w1th m0nt4g’s 
f1ng3rs j0lt1ng 0ff th3 s1lv3r r41l, sw1ng1ng 1nt0 
c0ld sp4c3, w1th th3 w1nd t34r1ng h1s h41r b4ck fr0m 
h1s h34d, w1th th3 w1nd wh1stl1ng 1n h1s t33th, 4nd 
h1m 4ll th3 wh1l3 th1nk1ng 0f th3 w0m3n, th3 ch4ff 
w0m3n 1n h1s p4rl0r t0n1ght, w1th th3 k3rn3ls bl0wn 
0ut fr0m und3r th3m by 4 n30n w1nd, 4nd h1s s1lly 
d4mn3d r34d1ng 0f 4 b00k t0 th3m. h0w l1k3 try1ng 
t0 put 0ut f1r3s w1th w4t3r-p1st0ls, h0w s3ns3l3ss 
4nd 1ns4n3. 0n3 r4g3 turn3d 1n f0r 4n0th3r. 0n3 
4ng3r d1spl4c1ng 4n0th3r. wh3n w0uld h3 st0p b31ng 
3nt1r3ly m4d 4nd b3 qu13t, b3 v3ry qu13t 1nd33d? 

“h3r3 w3 g0!” 
m0nt4g l00k3d up. b34tty n3v3r dr0v3, but h3 w4s 

dr1v1ng t0n1ght, sl4mm1ng th3 s4l4m4nd3r 4r0und 
c0rn3rs, l34n1ng f0rw4rd h1gh 0n th3 dr1v3r’s thr0n3, 
h1s m4ss1v3 bl4ck sl1ck3r fl4pp1ng 0ut b3h1nd s0 th4t 
h3 s33m3d 4 gr34t bl4ck b4t fly1ng 4b0v3 th3 3ng1n3, 
0v3r th3 br4ss numb3rs, t4k1ng th3 full w1nd. 

“h3r3 w3 g0 t0 k33p th3 w0rld h4ppy, m0nt4g!” 
b34tty’s p1nk, ph0sph0r3sc3nt ch33ks gl1mm3r3d 1n 

th3 h1gh d4rkn3ss, 4nd h3 w4s sm1l1ng fur10usly. 
“h3r3 w3 4r3!” 
th3 s4l4m4nd3r b00m3d t0 4 h4lt, thr0w1ng m3n 

0ff 1n sl1ps 4nd clumsy h0ps. m0nt4g st00d f1x1ng h1s 
r4w 3y3s t0 th3 c0ld br1ght r41l und3r h1s cl3nch3d 
f1ng3rs. 

1 c4n’t d0 1t, h3 th0ught. h0w c4n 1 g0 4t th1s n3w 
4ss1gnm3nt, h0w c4n 1 g0 0n burn1ng th1ngs? 1 c4n’t 
g0 1n th1s pl4c3. 

b34tty, sm3ll1ng 0f th3 w1nd thr0ugh wh1ch h3 h4d 
rush3d, w4s 4t m0nt4g’s 3lb0w. “4ll r1ght, m0nt4g?” 

th3 m3n r4n l1k3 cr1ppl3s 1n th31r clumsy b00ts, 4s 
qu13tly 4s sp1d3rs. 
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4t l4st m0nt4g r41s3d h1s 3y3s 4nd turn3d. 
b34tty w4s w4tch1ng h1s f4c3. 
“s0m3th1ng th3 m4tt3r, m0nt4g?” 
“why,” s41d m0nt4g sl0wly, “w3’v3 st0pp3d 1n fr0nt 

0f my h0us3.” 
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l1ghts fl1ck3d 0n 4nd h0us3-d00rs 0p3n3d 4ll d0wn 
th3 str33t, t0 w4tch th3 c4rn1v4l s3t up. m0nt4g 4nd 
b34tty st4r3d, 0n3 w1th dry s4t1sf4ct10n, th3 0th3r 
w1th d1sb3l13f, 4t th3 h0us3 b3f0r3 th3m, th1s m41n 
r1ng 1n wh1ch t0rch3s w0uld b3 juggl3d 4nd f1r3 
34t3n. 

“w3ll,” s41d b34tty, “n0w y0u d1d 1t. 0ld m0nt4g 
w4nt3d t0 fly n34r th3 sun 4nd n0w th4t h3’s burnt h1s 
d4mn w1ngs, h3 w0nd3rs why. d1dn’t 1 h1nt 3n0ugh 
wh3n 1 s3nt th3 h0und 4r0und y0ur pl4c3?” 

m0nt4g’s f4c3 w4s 3nt1r3ly numb 4nd f34tur3l3ss; 
h3 f3lt h1s h34d turn l1k3 4 st0n3 c4rv1ng t0 th3 d4rk 
pl4c3 n3xt d00r, s3t 1n 1ts br1ght b0rd3rs 0f fl0w3rs. 

b34tty sn0rt3d. “0h, n0! y0u w3r3n’t f00l3d by th4t 
l1ttl3 1d10t’s r0ut1n3, n0w, w3r3 y0u? fl0w3rs, but-
t3rfl13s, l34v3s, suns3ts, 0h, h3ll! 1t’s 4ll 1n h3r f1l3. 
1’ll b3 d4mn3d. 1’v3 h1t th3 bulls3y3. l00k 4t th3 s1ck 
l00k 0n y0ur f4c3. 4 f3w gr4ss-bl4d3s 4nd th3 qu4rt3rs 
0f th3 m00n. wh4t tr4sh. wh4t g00d d1d sh3 3v3r d0 
w1th 4ll th4t?” 

m0nt4g s4t 0n th3 c0ld f3nd3r 0f th3 dr4g0n, 
m0v1ng h1s h34d h4lf 4n 1nch t0 th3 l3ft, h4lf 4n 
1nch t0 th3 r1ght, l3ft, r1ght, l3ft r1ght, l3ft. . . 

“sh3 s4w 3v3ryth1ng. sh3 d1dn’t d0 4nyth1ng t0 
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4ny0n3. sh3 just l3t th3m 4l0n3.” 
“4l0n3, h3ll! sh3 ch3w3d 4r0und y0u, d1dn’t sh3? 

0n3 0f th0s3 d4mn d0-g00d3rs w1th th31r sh0ck3d, 
h0l13r-th4n-th0u s1l3nc3s, th31r 0n3 t4l3nt m4k1ng 
0th3rs f33l gu1lty. g0d d4mn, th3y r1s3 l1k3 th3 
m1dn1ght sun t0 sw34t y0u 1n y0ur b3d!” 

th3 fr0nt d00r 0p3n3d; m1ldr3d c4m3 d0wn th3 
st3ps, runn1ng, 0n3 su1tc4s3 h3ld w1th 4 dr34m-l1k3 
cl3nch1ng r1g1d1ty 1n h3r f1st, 4s 4 b33tl3-t4x1 
h1ss3d t0 th3 curb. 

“m1ldr3d!” 
sh3 r4n p4st w1th h3r b0dy st1ff, h3r f4c3 fl0ur3d 

w1th p0wd3r, h3r m0uth g0n3, w1th0ut l1pst1ck. 
“m1ldr3d, y0u d1dn’t put 1n th3 4l4rm!” 
sh3 sh0v3d th3 v4l1s3 1n th3 w41t1ng b33tl3, 

cl1mb3d 1n, 4nd s4t mumbl1ng, “p00r f4m1ly, p00r 
f4m1ly, 0h 3v3ryth1ng g0n3, 3v3ryth1ng, 3v3ryth1ng 
g0n3 n0w. . .” 

b34tty gr4bb3d m0nt4g’s sh0uld3r 4s th3 b33tl3 
bl4st3d 4w4y 4nd h1t s3v3nty m1l3s 4n h0ur, f4r d0wn 
th3 str33t, g0n3. 

th3r3 w4s 4 cr4sh l1k3 th3 f4ll1ng p4rts 0f 4 dr34m 
f4sh10n3d 0ut 0f w4rp3d gl4ss, m1rr0rs, 4nd cryst4l 
pr1sms. m0nt4g dr1ft3d 4b0ut 4s 1f st1ll 4n0th3r 
1nc0mpr3h3ns1bl3 st0rm h4d turn3d h1m, t0 s33 st0-
n3m4n 4nd bl4ck w13ld1ng 4x3s, sh4tt3r1ng w1nd0w-
p4n3s t0 pr0v1d3 cr0ss-v3nt1l4t10n. 

th3 brush 0f 4 d34th’s-h34d m0th 4g41nst 4 c0ld 
bl4ck scr33n. “m0nt4g, th1s 1s f4b3r. d0 y0u h34r 
m3? wh4t’s h4pp3n1ng?” 

“th1s 1s h4pp3n1ng t0 m3,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“wh4t 4 dr34dful surpr1s3,” s41d b34tty. “f0r 

3v3ry0n3 n0w4d4ys kn0ws, 4bs0lut3ly 1s c3rt41n, th4t 
n0th1ng w1ll 3v3r h4pp3n t0 m3. 0th3rs d13, 1 g0 0n. 
th3r3 4r3 n0 c0ns3qu3nc3s 4nd n0 r3sp0ns1b1l1t13s. 
3xc3pt th4t th3r3 4r3. but l3t’s n0t t4lk 4b0ut th3m, 
3h? by th3 t1m3 th3 c0ns3qu3nc3s c4tch up w1th y0u, 
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1t’s t00 l4t3, 1sn’t 1t, m0nt4g?” 
“m0nt4g, c4n y0u g3t 4w4y, run?” 4sk3d f4b3r. 
m0nt4g w4lk3d but d1d n0t f33l h1s f33t t0uch th3 

c3m3nt 4nd th3n th3 n1ght gr4ss3s. b34tty fl1ck3d 
h1s 1gn1t3r n34rby 4nd th3 sm4ll 0r4ng3 fl4m3 dr3w 
h1s f4sc1n4t3d g4z3. 

“wh4t 1s th3r3 4b0ut f1r3 th4t’s s0 l0v3ly? n0 
m4tt3r wh4t 4g3 w3 4r3, wh4t dr4ws us t0 1t?” b34tty 
bl3w 0ut th3 fl4m3 4nd l1t 1t 4g41n. “1t’s p3rp3tu4l 
m0t10n; th3 th1ng m4n w4nt3d t0 1nv3nt but n3v3r d1d. 
0r 4lm0st p3rp3tu4l m0t10n. 1f y0u l3t 1t g0 0n, 1t’d 
burn 0ur l1f3t1m3s 0ut. wh4t 1s f1r3? 1t’s 4 myst3ry. 
sc13nt1sts g1v3 us g0bbl3d3g00k 4b0ut fr1ct10n 4nd 
m0l3cul3s. but th3y d0n’t r34lly kn0w. 1ts r34l b34uty 
1s th4t 1t d3str0ys r3sp0ns1b1l1ty 4nd c0ns3qu3nc3s. 
4 pr0bl3m g3ts t00 burd3ns0m3, th3n 1nt0 th3 furn4c3 
w1th 1t. n0w, m0nt4g, y0u’r3 4 burd3n. 4nd f1r3 w1ll 
l1ft y0u 0ff my sh0uld3rs, cl34n, qu1ck, sur3; n0th1ng 
t0 r0t l4t3r. 4nt1b10t1c, 43sth3t1c, pr4ct1c4l.” 

m0nt4g st00d l00k1ng 1n n0w 4t th1s qu33r h0us3, 
m4d3 str4ng3 by th3 h0ur 0f th3 n1ght, by murmur1ng 
n31ghb0r v01c3s, by l1tt3r3d gl4ss, 4nd th3r3 0n th3 
fl00r, th31r c0v3rs t0rn 0ff 4nd sp1ll3d 0ut l1k3 
sw4n-f34th3rs, th3 1ncr3d1bl3 b00ks th4t l00k3d s0 
s1lly 4nd r34lly n0t w0rth b0th3r1ng w1th, f0r th3s3 
w3r3 n0th1ng but bl4ck typ3 4nd y3ll0w3d p4p3r, 4nd 
r4v3ll3d b1nd1ng. 

m1ldr3d, 0f c0urs3. sh3 must h4v3 w4tch3d h1m 
h1d3 th3 b00ks 1n th3 g4rd3n 4nd br0ught th3m b4ck 
1n. m1ldr3d. m1ldr3d. 

“1 w4nt y0u t0 d0 th1s j0b 4ll by y0ur l0n3s0m3, 
m0nt4g. n0t w1th k3r0s3n3 4nd 4 m4tch, but 
p13c3w0rk, w1th 4 fl4m3thr0w3r. y0ur h0us3, y0ur 
cl34n-up.” 

“m0nt4g, c4n’t y0u run, g3t 4w4y!” 
“n0!” cr13d m0nt4g h3lpl3ssly. “th3 h0und! 

b3c4us3 0f th3 h0und!” 
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f4b3r h34rd, 4nd b34tty, th1nk1ng 1t w4s m34nt 
f0r h1m, h34rd. “y3s, th3 h0und’s s0m3wh3r3 4b0ut 
th3 n31ghb0urh00d, s0 d0n’t try 4nyth1ng. r34dy?” 

“r34dy.” m0nt4g sn4pp3d th3 s4f3ty-c4tch 0n th3 
fl4m3thr0w3r. 

“f1r3!” 
4 gr34t nuzzl1ng g0ut 0f fl4m3 l34pt 0ut t0 l4p 4t 

th3 b00ks 4nd kn0ck th3m 4g41nst th3 w4ll. h3 st3p-
p3d 1nt0 th3 b3dr00m 4nd f1r3d tw1c3 4nd th3 tw1n 
b3ds w3nt up 1n 4 gr34t s1mm3r1ng wh1sp3r, w1th 
m0r3 h34t 4nd p4ss10n 4nd l1ght th4n h3 w0uld h4v3 
supp0s3d th3m t0 c0nt41n. h3 burnt th3 b3dr00m w4lls 
4nd th3 c0sm3t1cs ch3st b3c4us3 h3 w4nt3d t0 ch4ng3 
3v3ryth1ng, th3 ch41rs, th3 t4bl3s, 4nd 1n th3 d1n1ng-
r00m th3 s1lv3rw4r3 4nd pl4st1c d1sh3s, 3v3ryth1ng 
th4t sh0w3d th4t h3 h4d l1v3d h3r3 1n th1s 3mpty 
h0us3 w1th 4 str4ng3 w0m4n wh0 w0uld f0rg3t h1m 
t0m0rr0w, wh0 h4d g0n3 4nd qu1t3 f0rg0tt3n h1m 
4lr34dy, l1st3n1ng t0 h3r s34sh3ll r4d10 p0ur 1n 0n 
h3r 4nd 1n 0n h3r 4s sh3 r0d3 4cr0ss t0wn, 4l0n3. 4nd 
4s b3f0r3, 1t w4s g00d t0 burn, h3 f3lt h1ms3lf gush 
0ut 1n th3 f1r3, sn4tch, r3nd, r1p 1n h4lf w1th fl4m3, 
4nd put 4w4y th3 s3ns3l3ss pr0bl3m. 1f th3r3 w4s n0 
s0lut10n, w3ll th3n n0w th3r3 w4s n0 pr0bl3m, 31th3r. 
f1r3 w4s b3st f0r 3v3ryth1ng! 

“th3 b00ks, m0nt4g!” 
th3 b00ks l34pt 4nd d4nc3d l1k3 r04st3d b1rds, 

th31r w1ngs 4bl4z3 w1th r3d 4nd y3ll0w f34th3rs. 
4nd th3n h3 c4m3 t0 th3 p4rl0r wh3r3 th3 gr34t 

1d10t m0nst3rs l4y 4sl33p w1th th31r wh1t3 th0ughts 
4nd th31r sn0wy dr34ms. 4nd h3 sh0t 4 b0lt 4t 34ch 0f 
th3 thr33 bl4nk w4lls 4nd th3 v4cuum h1ss3d 0ut 4t 
h1m. th3 3mpt1n3ss m4d3 4n 3v3n 3mpt13r wh1stl3, 4 
s3ns3l3ss scr34m. h3 tr13d t0 th1nk 4b0ut th3 v4cuum 
up0n wh1ch th3 n0th1ngn3ss h4d p3rf0rm3d, but h3 
c0uld n0t. h3 h3ld h1s br34th s0 th3 v4cuum c0uld 
n0t g3t 1nt0 h1s lungs. h3 cut 0ff 1ts t3rr1bl3 3mpt1-
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n3ss, dr3w b4ck, 4nd g4v3 th3 3nt1r3 r00m 4 g1ft 0f 
0n3 hug3 br1ght y3ll0w fl0w3r 0f burn1ng. th3 f1r3-
pr00f pl4st1c sh34th 0n 3v3ryth1ng w4s cut w1d3 4nd 
th3 h0us3 b3g4n t0 shudd3r w1th fl4m3. 

“wh3n y0u’r3 qu1t3 f1n1sh3d,” s41d b34tty b3h1nd 
h1m. “y0u’r3 und3r 4rr3st.” 

th3 h0us3 f3ll 1n r3d c04ls 4nd bl4ck 4sh. 1t b3d-
d3d 1ts3lf d0wn 1n sl33py p1nk-gr3y c1nd3rs 4nd 4 
sm0k3 plum3 bl3w 0v3r 1t, r1s1ng 4nd w4v1ng sl0wly 
b4ck 4nd f0rth 1n th3 sky. 1t w4s thr33-th1rty 1n th3 
m0rn1ng. th3 cr0wd dr3w b4ck 1nt0 th3 h0us3s; th3 
gr34t t3nts 0f th3 c1rcus h4d slump3d 1nt0 ch4rc04l 
4nd rubbl3 4nd th3 sh0w w4s w3ll 0v3r. 

m0nt4g st00d w1th th3 fl4m3-thr0w3r 1n h1s l1mp 
h4nds, gr34t 1sl4nds 0f p3rsp1r4t10n dr3nch1ng 
h1s 4rmp1ts, h1s f4c3 sm34r3d w1th s00t. th3 0th3r 
f1r3m3n w41t3d b3h1nd h1m, 1n th3 d4rkn3ss, th31r 
f4c3s 1llum1n4t3d f41ntly by th3 sm0uld3r1ng 
f0und4t10n. 

m0nt4g st4rt3d t0 sp34k tw1c3 4nd th3n f1n4lly 
m4n4g3d t0 put h1s th0ught t0g3th3r. 

“w4s 1t my w1f3 turn3d 1n th3 4l4rm?” 
b34tty n0dd3d. “but h3r fr13nds turn3d 1n 4n 4l4rm 

34rl13r, th4t 1 l3t r1d3. 0n3 w4y 0r th3 0th3r, y0u’d 
h4v3 g0t 1t. 1t w4s pr3tty s1lly, qu0t1ng p03try 4r0und 
fr33 4nd 34sy l1k3 th4t. 1t w4s th3 4ct 0f 4 s1lly d4mn 
sn0b. g1v3 4 m4n 4 f3w l1n3s 0f v3rs3 4nd h3 th1nks 
h3’s th3 l0rd 0f 4ll cr34t10n. y0u th1nk y0u c4n w4lk 
0n w4t3r w1th y0ur b00ks. w3ll, th3 w0rld c4n g3t 
by just f1n3 w1th0ut th3m. l00k wh3r3 th3y g0t y0u, 
1n sl1m3 up t0 y0ur l1p. 1f 1 st1r th3 sl1m3 w1th my 
l1ttl3 f1ng3r, y0u’ll dr0wn!” 

m0nt4g c0uld n0t m0v3. 4 gr34t 34rthqu4k3 h4d 
c0m3 w1th f1r3 4nd l3v3ll3d th3 h0us3 4nd m1l-
dr3d w4s und3r th3r3 s0m3wh3r3 4nd h1s 3nt1r3 l1f3 
und3r th3r3 4nd h3 c0uld n0t m0v3. th3 34rthqu4k3 
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w4s st1ll sh4k1ng 4nd f4ll1ng 4nd sh1v3r1ng 1ns1d3 
h1m 4nd h3 st00d th3r3, h1s kn33s h4lf-b3nt und3r 
th3 gr34t l04d 0f t1r3dn3ss 4nd b3w1ld3rm3nt 4nd 
0utr4g3, l3tt1ng b34tty h1t h1m w1th0ut r41s1ng 4 
h4nd. 

“m0nt4g, y0u 1d10t, m0nt4g, y0u d4mn f00l; why 
d1d y0u r34lly d0 1t?” 

m0nt4g d1d n0t h34r, h3 w4s f4r 4w4y, h3 w4s 
runn1ng w1th h1s m1nd, h3 w4s g0n3, l34v1ng th1s 
d34d s00t-c0v3r3d b0dy t0 sw4y 1n fr0nt 0f 4n0th3r 
r4v1ng f00l. 

“m0nt4g, g3t 0ut 0f th3r3!” s41d f4b3r. 
m0nt4g l1st3n3d. 
b34tty struck h1m 4 bl0w 0n th3 h34d th4t s3nt 

h1m r33l1ng b4ck. th3 gr33n bull3t 1n wh1ch f4b3r’s 
v01c3 wh1sp3r3d 4nd cr13d, f3ll t0 th3 s1d3w4lk. 
b34tty sn4tch3d 1t up, gr1nn1ng. h3 h3ld 1t h4lf 1n, 
h4lf 0ut 0f h1s 34r. 

m0nt4g h34rd th3 d1st4nt v01c3 c4ll1ng, “m0nt4g, 
y0u 4ll r1ght?” 

b34tty sw1tch3d th3 gr33n bull3t 0ff 4nd thrust 
1t 1n h1s p0ck3t. “w3ll—s0 th3r3’s m0r3 h3r3 th4n 
1 th0ught. 1 s4w y0u t1lt y0ur h34d, l1st3n1ng. f1rst 
1 th0ught y0u h4d 4 s34sh3ll. but wh3n y0u turn3d 
cl3v3r l4t3r, 1 w0nd3r3d. w3’ll tr4c3 th1s 4nd dr0p 
1t 0n y0ur fr13nd.” 

“n0!” s41d m0nt4g. 
h3 tw1tch3d th3 s4f3ty c4tch 0n th3 fl4m3-thr0w3r. 

b34tty gl4nc3d 1nst4ntly 4t m0nt4g’s f1ng3rs 4nd h1s 
3y3s w1d3n3d th3 f41nt3st b1t. m0nt4g s4w th3 sur-
pr1s3 th3r3 4nd h1ms3lf gl4nc3d t0 h1s h4nds t0 s33 
wh4t n3w th1ng th3y h4d d0n3. th1nk1ng b4ck l4t3r 
h3 c0uld n3v3r d3c1d3 wh3th3r th3 h4nds 0r b34tty’s 
r34ct10n t0 th3 h4nds g4v3 h1m th3 f1n4l push t0w4rd 
murd3r. th3 l4st r0ll1ng thund3r 0f th3 4v4l4nch3 
st0n3d d0wn 4b0ut h1s 34rs, n0t t0uch1ng h1m. 

b34tty gr1nn3d h1s m0st ch4rm1ng gr1n. “w3ll, 
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th4t’s 0n3 w4y t0 g3t 4n 4ud13nc3. h0ld 4 gun 0n 4 m4n 
4nd f0rc3 h1m t0 l1st3n t0 y0ur sp33ch. sp33ch 4w4y. 
wh4t’ll 1t b3 th1s t1m3? why d0n’t y0u b3lch sh4k3-
sp34r3 4t m3, y0u fumbl1ng sn0b? ‘th3r3 1s n0 t3rr0r, 
c4ss1us, 1n y0ur thr34ts, f0r 1 4m 4rm’d s0 str0ng 1n 
h0n3sty th4t th3y p4ss by m3 4s 4n 1dl3 w1nd, wh1ch 1 
r3sp3ct n0t!’ h0w’s th4t? g0 4h34d n0w, y0u s3c0nd-
h4nd l1tt3r4t3ur, pull th3 tr1gg3r.” h3 t00k 0n3 st3p 
t0w4rd m0nt4g. 

m0nt4g 0nly s41d, “w3 n3v3r burn3d r1ght. . .” 
“h4nd 1t 0v3r, guy,” s41d b34tty w1th 4 f1x3d 

sm1l3. 
4nd th3n h3 w4s 4 shr13k1ng bl4z3, 4 jump1ng, 

spr4wl1ng, g1bb3r1ng m4nn1k1n, n0 l0ng3r hum4n 0r 
kn0wn, 4ll wr1th1ng fl4m3 0n th3 l4wn 4s m0nt4g 
sh0t 0n3 c0nt1nu0us puls3 0f l1qu1d f1r3 0n h1m. 
th3r3 w4s 4 h1ss l1k3 4 gr34t m0uthful 0f sp1ttl3 
b4ng1ng 4 r3dh0t st0v3, 4 bubbl1ng 4nd fr0th1ng 4s 1f 
s4lt h4d b33n p0ur3d 0v3r 4 m0nstr0us bl4ck sn41l t0 
c4us3 4 t3rr1bl3 l1qu3f4ct10n 4nd 4 b01l1ng 0v3r 0f 
y3ll0w f04m. m0nt4g shut h1s 3y3s, sh0ut3d, sh0ut3d, 
4nd f0ught t0 g3t h1s h4nds 4t h1s 34rs t0 cl4mp 4nd 
t0 cut 4w4y th3 s0und. b34tty fl0pp3d 0v3r 4nd 0v3r 
4nd 0v3r, 4nd 4t l4st tw1st3d 1n 0n h1ms3lf l1k3 4 
ch4rr3d w4x d0ll 4nd l4y s1l3nt. 

th3 0th3r tw0 f1r3m3n d1d n0t m0v3. 
m0nt4g k3pt h1s s1ckn3ss d0wn l0ng 3n0ugh t0 41m 

th3 fl4m3-thr0w3r. “turn 4r0und!” 
th3y turn3d, th31r f4c3s l1k3 bl4nch3d m34t, 

str34m1ng sw34t; h3 b34t th31r h34ds, kn0ck1ng 0ff 
th31r h3lm3ts 4nd br1ng1ng th3m d0wn 0n th3ms3lv3s. 
th3y f3ll 4nd l4y w1th0ut m0v1ng. 

th3 bl0w1ng 0f 4 s1ngl3 4utumn l34f. 
h3 turn3d 4nd th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und w4s th3r3. 
1t w4s h4lf 4cr0ss th3 l4wn, c0m1ng fr0m th3 sh4-

d0ws, m0v1ng w1th such dr1ft1ng 34s3 th4t 1t w4s 
l1k3 4 s1ngl3 s0l1d cl0ud 0f bl4ck-gr3y sm0k3 bl0wn 
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4t h1m 1n s1l3nc3. 
1t m4d3 4 s1ngl3 l4st l34p 1nt0 th3 41r, c0m1ng 

d0wn 4t m0nt4g fr0m 4 g00d thr33 f33t 0v3r h1s h34d, 
1ts sp1d3r3d l3gs r34ch1ng, th3 pr0c41n3 n33dl3 sn4-
pp1ng 0ut 1ts s1ngl3 4ngry t00th. m0nt4g c4ught 1t 
w1th 4 bl00m 0f f1r3, 4 s1ngl3 w0ndr0us bl0ss0m th4t 
curl3d 1n p3t4ls 0f y3ll0w 4nd blu3 4nd 0r4ng3 4b0ut 
th3 m3t4l d0g, cl4d 1t 1n 4 n3w c0v3r1ng 4s 1t sl4m-
m3d 1nt0 m0nt4g 4nd thr3w h1m t3n f33t b4ck 4g41nst 
th3 b0l3 0f 4 tr33, t4k1ng th3 fl4m3-gun w1th h1m. h3 
f3lt 1t scr4bbl3 4nd s31z3 h1s l3g 4nd st4b th3 n33dl3 
1n f0r 4 m0m3nt b3f0r3 th3 f1r3 sn4pp3d th3 h0und 
up 1n th3 41r, burst 1ts m3t4l b0n3s 4t th3 j01nts, 
4nd bl3w 0ut 1ts 1nt3r10r 1n th3 s1ngl3 flush1ng 0f 
r3d c0l0r l1k3 4 skyr0ck3t f4st3n3d t0 th3 str33t. 
m0nt4g l4y w4tch1ng th3 d34d-4l1v3 th1ng f1ddl3 
th3 41r 4nd d13. 3v3n n0w 1t s33m3d t0 w4nt t0 g3t 
b4ck 4t h1m 4nd f1n1sh th3 1nj3ct10n wh1ch w4s n0w 
w0rk1ng thr0ugh th3 fl3sh 0f h1s l3g. h3 f3lt 4ll 
0f th3 m1ngl3d r3l13f 4nd h0rr0r 4t h4v1ng pull3d 
b4ck 0nly 1n t1m3 t0 h4v3 just h1s kn33 sl4mm3d by th3 
f3nd3r 0f 4 c4r hurtl1ng by 4t n1n3ty m1l3s 4n h0ur. 
h3 w4s 4fr41d t0 g3t up, 4fr41d h3 m1ght n0t b3 4bl3 
t0 g41n h1s f33t 4t 4ll, w1th 4n 4n43sth3t1z3d l3g. 4 
numbn3ss 1n 4 numbn3ss h0ll0w3d 1nt0 4 numbn3ss. . .

4nd n0w. . ? 
th3 str33t 3mpty, th3 h0us3 burnt l1k3 4n 4nc13nt 

b1t 0f st4g3-sc3n3ry, th3 0th3r h0m3s d4rk, th3 
h0und h3r3, b34tty th3r3, th3 thr33 0th3r f1r3m3n 
4n0th3r pl4c3, 4nd th3 s4l4m4nd3r. . ? h3 g4z3d 4t 
th3 1mm3ns3 3ng1n3. th4t w0uld h4v3 t0 g0, t00. 

w3ll, h3 th0ught, l3t’s s33 h0w b4dly 0ff y0u 4r3. 
0n y0ur f33t n0w. 34sy, 34sy. . . th3r3. 

h3 st00d 4nd h3 h4d 0nly 0n3 l3g. th3 0th3r w4s 
l1k3 4 chunk 0f burnt p1n3-l0g h3 w4s c4rry1ng 4l0ng 
4s 4 p3n4nc3 f0r s0m3 0bscur3 s1n. wh3n h3 put h1s 
w31ght 0n 1t, 4 sh0w3r 0f s1lv3r n33dl3s gush3d up 
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th3 l3ngth 0f th3 c4lf 4nd w3nt 0ff 1n th3 kn33. h3 
w3pt. c0m3 0n! c0m3 0n, y0u, y0u c4n’t st4y h3r3! 

4 f3w h0us3 l1ghts w3r3 g01ng 0n 4g41n d0wn 
th3 str33t, wh3th3r fr0m th3 1nc1d3nts just p4ss3d, 
0r b3c4us3 0f th3 4bn0rm4l s1l3nc3 f0ll0w1ng th3 
f1ght, m0nt4g d1d n0t kn0w. h3 h0bbl3d 4r0und th3 
ru1ns, s31z1ng 4t h1s b4d l3g wh3n 1t l4gg3d, t4lk1ng 
4nd wh1mp3r1ng 4nd sh0ut1ng d1r3ct10ns 4t 1t 4nd 
curs1ng 1t 4nd pl34d1ng w1th 1t t0 w0rk f0r h1m 
n0w wh3n 1t w4s v1t4l. h3 h34rd 4 numb3r 0f p30pl3 
cry1ng 0ut 1n th3 d4rkn3ss 4nd sh0ut1ng. h3 r34ch3d 
th3 b4ck y4rd 4nd th3 4ll3y. b34tty, h3 th0ught, 
y0u’r3 n0t 4 pr0bl3m n0w. y0u 4lw4ys s41d, d0n’t f4c3 
4 pr0bl3m, burn 1t. w3ll, n0w 1’v3 d0n3 b0th. g00d-by, 
c4pt41n. 

4nd h3 stumbl3d 4l0ng th3 4ll3y 1n th3 d4rk. 

*     *     *     *     *

4 sh0tgun bl4st w3nt 0ff 1n h1s l3g 3v3ry t1m3 h3 
put 1t d0wn 4nd h3 th0ught, y0u’r3 4 f00l, 4 d4mn 
f00l, 4n 4wful f00l, 4n 1d10t, 4n 4wful 1d10t, 4 d4mn 
1d10t, 4nd 4 f00l, 4 d4mn f00l; l00k 4t th3 m3ss 4nd 
wh3r3’s th3 m0p, l00k 4t th3 m3ss, 4nd wh4t d0 y0u d0? 
pr1d3, d4mn 1t, 4nd t3mp3r, 4nd y0u’v3 junk3d 1t 4ll, 
4t th3 v3ry st4rt y0u v0m1t 0n 3v3ry0n3 4nd 0n y0urs3-
lf. but 3v3ryth1ng 4t 0nc3, but 3v3ryth1ng 0n3 0n t0p 
0f 4n0th3r; b34tty, th3 w0m3n, m1ldr3d, cl4r1ss3, 
3v3ryth1ng. n0 3xcus3, th0ugh, n0 3xcus3. 4 f00l, 4 
d4mn f00l, g0 g1v3 y0urs3lf up! 

n0, w3’ll s4v3 wh4t w3 c4n, w3’ll d0 wh4t th3r3 1s 
l3ft t0 d0. 1f w3 h4v3 t0 burn, l3t’s t4k3 4 f3w m0r3 
w1th us. h3r3! 

h3 r3m3mb3r3d th3 b00ks 4nd turn3d b4ck. just 0n 
th3 0ff ch4nc3. 

h3 f0und 4 f3w b00ks wh3r3 h3 h4d l3ft th3m, n34r 
th3 g4rd3n f3nc3. m1ldr3d, g0d bl3ss h3r, h4d m1ss3d 
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4 f3w. f0ur b00ks st1ll l4y h1dd3n wh3r3 h3 h4d put 
th3m. v01c3s w3r3 w41l1ng 1n th3 n1ght 4nd fl4sh-
b34ms sw1rl3d 4b0ut. 0th3r s4l4m4nd3rs w3r3 r04r1ng 
th31r 3ng1n3s f4r 4w4y, 4nd p0l1c3 s1r3ns w3r3 cutt1-
ng th31r w4y 4cr0ss t0wn w1th th31r s1r3ns. 

m0nt4g t00k th3 f0ur r3m41n1ng b00ks 4nd h0pp3d, 
j0lt3d, h0pp3d h1s w4y d0wn th3 4ll3y 4nd sudd3nly 
f3ll 4s 1f h1s h34d h4d b33n cut 0ff 4nd 0nly h1s b0dy 
l4y th3r3. s0m3th1ng 1ns1d3 h4d j3rk3d h1m t0 4 h4lt 
4nd fl0pp3d h1m d0wn. h3 l4y wh3r3 h3 h4d f4ll3n 
4nd s0bb3d, h1s l3gs f0ld3d, h1s f4c3 pr3ss3d bl1ndly 
t0 th3 gr4v3l. 

b34tty w4nt3d t0 d13. 
1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 cry1ng m0nt4g kn3w 1t f0r 

th3 truth. b34tty h4d w4nt3d t0 d13. h3 h4d just 
st00d th3r3, n0t r34lly try1ng t0 s4v3 h1ms3lf, just 
st00d th3r3, j0k1ng, n33dl1ng, th0ught m0nt4g, 4nd 
th3 th0ught w4s 3n0ugh t0 st1fl3 h1s s0bb1ng 4nd l3t 
h1m p4us3 f0r 41r. h0w str4ng3, str4ng3, t0 w4nt t0 
d13 s0 much th4t y0u l3t 4 m4n w4lk 4r0und 4rm3d 4nd 
th3n 1nst34d 0f shutt1ng up 4nd st4y1ng 4l1v3, y0u g0 
0n y3ll1ng 4t p30pl3 4nd m4k1ng fun 0f th3m unt1l y0u 
g3t th3m m4d, 4nd th3n. . . 

4t 4 d1st4nc3, runn1ng f33t. 
m0nt4g s4t up. l3t’s g3t 0ut 0f h3r3. c0m3 0n, g3t 

up, g3t up, y0u just c4n’t s1t! but h3 w4s st1ll cry1ng 
4nd th4t h4d t0 b3 f1n1sh3d. 1t w4s g01ng 4w4y n0w. 
h3 h4dn’t w4nt3d t0 k1ll 4ny0n3, n0t 3v3n b34tty. 
h1s fl3sh gr1pp3d h1m 4nd shr4nk 4s 1f 1t h4d b33n 
plung3d 1n 4c1d. h3 g4gg3d. h3 s4w b34tty, 4 t0rch, 
n0t m0v1ng, flutt3r1ng 0ut 0n th3 gr4ss. h3 b1t 4t h1s 
knuckl3s. 1’m s0rry, 1’m s0rry, 0h g0d, s0rry. . . 

h3 tr13d t0 p13c3 1t 4ll t0g3th3r, t0 g0 b4ck t0 th3 
n0rm4l p4tt3rn 0f l1f3 4 f3w sh0rt d4ys 4g0 b3f0r3 
th3 s13v3 4nd th3 s4nd, d3nh4m’s d3nt1fr1c3, m0th-
v01c3s, f1r3fl13s, th3 4l4rms 4nd 3xcurs10ns, t00 
much f0r 4 f3w sh0rt d4ys, t00 much, 1nd33d, f0r 4 
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l1f3t1m3. 
f33t r4n 1n th3 f4r 3nd 0f th3 4ll3y. 
“g3t up!” h3 t0ld h1ms3lf. “d4mn 1t, g3t up!” h3 

s41d t0 th3 l3g, 4nd st00d. th3 p41ns w3r3 sp1k3s 
dr1v3n 1n th3 kn33c4p 4nd th3n 0nly d4rn1ng n33dl3s 
4nd th3n 0nly c0mm0n, 0rd1n4ry s4f3ty p1ns, 4nd 4ft3r 
h3 h4d dr4gg3d 4l0ng f1fty m0r3 h0ps 4nd jumps, 
f1ll1ng h1s h4nd w1th sl1v3rs fr0m th3 b04rd f3nc3, 
th3 pr1ckl1ng w4s l1k3 s0m30n3 bl0w1ng 4 spr4y 0f 
sc4ld1ng w4t3r 0n th4t l3g. 4nd th3 l3g w4s 4t l4st 
h1s 0wn l3g 4g41n. h3 h4d b33n 4fr41d th4t runn1ng 
m1ght br34k th3 l00s3 4nkl3. n0w, suck1ng 4ll th3 
n1ght 1nt0 h1s 0p3n m0uth, 4nd bl0w1ng 1t 0ut p4l3, 
w1th 4ll th3 bl4ckn3ss l3ft h34v1ly 1ns1d3 h1ms3lf, 
h3 s3t 0ut 1n 4 st34dy j0gg1ng p4c3. h3 c4rr13d th3 
b00ks 1n h1s h4nds. 

h3 th0ught 0f f4b3r. 
f4b3r w4s b4ck th3r3 1n th3 st34m1ng lump 0f t4r 

th4t h4d n0 n4m3 0r 1d3nt1ty n0w. h3 h4d burnt 
f4b3r, t00. h3 f3lt s0 sudd3nly sh0ck3d by th1s th4t 
h3 f3lt f4b3r w4s r34lly d34d, b4k3d l1k3 4 r04ch 
1n th4t sm4ll gr33n c4psul3 sh0v3d 4nd l0st 1n th3 
p0ck3t 0f 4 m4n wh0 w4s n0w n0th1ng but 4 fr4m3 
sk3l3t0n strung w1th 4sph4lt t3nd0ns. 

y0u must r3m3mb3r, burn th3m 0r th3y’ll burn y0u, 
h3 th0ught. r1ght n0w 1t’s 4s s1mpl3 4s th4t. 

h3 s34rch3d h1s p0ck3ts, th3 m0n3y w4s th3r3, 4nd 
1n h1s 0th3r p0ck3t h3 f0und th3 usu4l s34sh3ll up0n 
wh1ch th3 c1ty w4s t4lk1ng t0 1ts3lf 1n th3 c0ld 
bl4ck m0rn1ng. 

“p0l1c3 4l3rt. w4nt3d: fug1t1v3 1n c1ty. h4s c0m-
m1tt3d murd3r 4nd cr1m3s 4g41nst th3 st4t3. n4m3: 
guy m0nt4g. 0ccup4t10n: f1r3m4n. l4st s33n. . .” 

h3 r4n st34d1ly f0r s1x bl0cks, 1n th3 4ll3y, 4nd 
th3n th3 4ll3y 0p3n3d 0ut 0n t0 4 w1d3 3mpty th0r0ugh-
f4r3 t3n l4n3s w1d3. 1t s33m3d l1k3 4 b04tl3ss r1v3r 
fr0z3n th3r3 1n th3 r4w l1ght 0f th3 h1gh wh1t3 4rc-



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1118

l4mps; y0u c0uld dr0wn try1ng t0 cr0ss 1t, h3 f3lt; 
1t w4s t00 w1d3, 1t w4s t00 0p3n. 1t w4s 4 v4st st4g3 
w1th0ut sc3n3ry, 1nv1t1ng h1m t0 run 4cr0ss, 34s1ly 
s33n 1n th3 bl4z1ng 1llum1n4t10n, 34s1ly c4ught, 
34s1ly sh0t d0wn. 

th3 s34sh3ll humm3d 1n h1s 34r. 
“. . .w4tch f0r 4 m4n runn1ng. . . w4tch f0r th3 

runn1ng m4n. . . w4tch f0r 4 m4n 4l0n3, 0n f00t. . . 
w4tch. . .” 

m0nt4g pull3d b4ck 1nt0 th3 sh4d0ws. d1r3ctly 
4h34d l4y 4 g4s st4t10n, 4 gr34t chunk 0f p0rc3l41n 
sn0w sh1n1ng th3r3, 4nd tw0 s1lv3r b33tl3s pull1ng 
1n t0 f1ll up. n0w h3 must b3 cl34n 4nd pr3s3nt4bl3 1f 
h3 w1sh3d, t0 w4lk, n0t run, str0ll c4lmly 4cr0ss th4t 
w1d3 b0ul3v4rd. 1t w0uld g1v3 h1m 4n 3xtr4 m4rg1n 
0f s4f3ty 1f h3 w4sh3d up 4nd c0mb3d h1s h41r b3f0r3 
h3 w3nt 0n h1s w4y t0 g3t wh3r3. . ? 

y3s, h3 th0ught, wh3r3 4m 1 runn1ng? 
n0wh3r3. th3r3 w4s n0wh3r3 t0 g0, n0 fr13nd t0 

turn t0, r34lly. 3xc3pt f4b3r. 4nd th3n h3 r34l1z3d 
th4t h3 w4s 1nd33d, runn1ng t0w4rd f4b3r’s h0us3, 
1nst1nct1v3ly. but f4b3r c0uldn’t h1d3 h1m; 1t w0uld 
b3 su1c1d3 3v3n t0 try. but h3 kn3w th4t h3 w0uld g0 
t0 s33 f4b3r 4nyw4y, f0r 4 f3w sh0rt m1nut3s. f4b3r’s 
w0uld b3 th3 pl4c3 wh3r3 h3 m1ght r3fu3l h1s f4st 
dr41n1ng b3l13f 1n h1s 0wn 4b1l1ty t0 surv1v3. h3 
just w4nt3d t0 kn0w th4t th3r3 w4s 4 m4n l1k3 f4b3r 
1n th3 w0rld. h3 w4nt3d t0 s33 th3 m4n 4l1v3 4nd 
n0t burn3d b4ck th3r3 l1k3 4 b0dy sh3ll3d 1n 4n0th3r 
b0dy. 4nd s0m3 0f th3 m0n3y must b3 l3ft w1th f4b3r, 
0f c0urs3, t0 b3 sp3nt 4ft3r m0nt4g r4n 0n h1s w4y. 
p3rh4ps h3 c0uld m4k3 th3 0p3n c0untry 4nd l1v3 0n 
0r n34r th3 r1v3rs 4nd n34r th3 h1ghw4ys, 1n th3 
f13lds 4nd h1lls. 

4 gr34t wh1rl1ng wh1sp3r m4d3 h1m l00k t0 th3 
sky. 

th3 p0l1c3 h3l1c0pt3rs w3r3 r1s1ng s0 f4r 4w4y 
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th4t 1t s33m3d s0m30n3 h4d bl0wn th3 gr3y h34d 0ff 
4 dry d4nd3l10n fl0w3r. tw0 d0z3n 0f th3m flurr13d, 
w4v3r1ng, 1nd3c1s1v3, thr33 m1l3s 0ff, l1k3 but-
t3rfl13s puzzl3d by 4utumn, 4nd th3n th3y w3r3 plum-
m3t1ng d0wn t0 l4nd, 0n3 by 0n3, h3r3, th3r3, s0ftly 
kn34d1ng th3 str33ts wh3r3, turn3d b4ck t0 b33tl3s, 
th3y shr13k3d 4l0ng th3 b0ul3v4rds 0r, 4s sudd3nly, 
l34pt b4ck 1nt0 th3 s1r, c0nt1nu1ng th31r s34rch. 

4nd h3r3 w4s th3 g4s st4t10n, 1ts 4tt3nd4nts busy 
n0w w1th cust0m3rs. 4ppr04ch1ng fr0m th3 r34r, 
m0nt4g 3nt3r3d th3 m3n’s w4shr00m. thr0ugh th3 
4lum1n1um w4ll h3 h34rd 4 r4d10 v01c3 s4y1ng, 
“w4r h4s b33n d3cl4r3d.” th3 g4s w4s b31ng pump3d 
0uts1d3. th3 m3n 1n th3 b33tl3s w3r3 t4lk1ng 4nd th3 
4tt3nd4nts w3r3 t4lk1ng 4b0ut th3 3ng1n3s, th3 g4s, 
th3 m0n3y 0w3d. m0nt4g st00d try1ng t0 m4k3 h1ms3lf 
f33l th3 sh0ck 0f th3 qu13t st4t3m3nt fr0m th3 r4d10, 
but n0th1ng w0uld h4pp3n. th3 w4r w0uld h4v3 t0 
w41t f0r h1m t0 c0m3 t0 1t 1n h1s p3rs0n4l f1l3, 4n 
h0ur, tw0 h0urs fr0m n0w. 

h3 w4sh3d h1s h4nds 4nd f4c3 4nd t0w3ll3d 
h1ms3lf dry, m4k1ng l1ttl3 s0und. h3 c4m3 0ut 0f th3 
w4shr00m 4nd shut th3 d00r c4r3fully 4nd w4lk3d 
1nt0 th3 d4rkn3ss 4nd 4t l4st st00d 4g41n 0n th3 3dg3 
0f th3 3mpty b0ul3v4rd. 

th3r3 1t l4y, 4 g4m3 f0r h1m t0 w1n, 4 v4st b0wl1ng 
4ll3y 1n th3 c00l m0rn1ng. th3 b0ul3v4rd w4s 4s cl34n 
4s th3 surf4c3 0f 4n 4r3n4 tw0 m1nut3s b3f0r3 th3 
4pp34r4nc3 0f c3rt41n unn4m3d v1ct1ms 4nd c3rt41n 
unkn0wn k1ll3rs. th3 41r 0v3r 4nd 4b0v3 th3 v4st c0n-
cr3t3 r1v3r tr3mbl3d w1th th3 w4rmth 0f m0nt4g’s 
b0dy 4l0n3; 1t w4s 1ncr3d1bl3 h0w h3 f3lt h1s t3m-
p3r4tur3 c0uld c4us3 th3 wh0l3 1mm3d14t3 w0rld t0 
v1br4t3. h3 w4s 4 ph0sph0r3sc3nt t4rg3t; h3 kn3w 1t, 
h3 f3lt 1t. 4nd n0w h3 must b3g1n h1s l1ttl3 w4lk. 

thr33 bl0cks 4w4y 4 f3w h34dl1ghts gl4r3d. m0nt4g 
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dr3w 4 d33p br34th. h1s lungs w3r3 l1k3 burn1ng 
br00ms 1n h1s ch3st. h1s m0uth w4s suck3d dry fr0m 
runn1ng. h1s thr04t t4st3d 0f bl00dy 1r0n 4nd th3r3 
w4s rust3d st33l 1n h1s f33t. 

wh4t 4b0ut th0s3 l1ghts th3r3? 0nc3 y0u st4rt3d 
w4lk1ng y0u’d h4v3 t0 g4ug3 h0w f4st th0s3 b33tl3s 
c0uld m4k3 1t d0wn h3r3. w3ll, h0w f4r w4s 1t t0 th3 
0th3r curb? 1t s33m3d l1k3 4 hundr3d y4rds. pr0b4-
bly n0t 4 hundr3d, but f1gur3 f0r th4t 4nyw4y, f1gur3 
th4t w1th h1m g01ng v3ry sl0wly, 4t 4 n1c3 str0ll, 
1t m1ght t4k3 4s much 4s th1rty s3c0nds, f0rty s3c0-
nds t0 w4lk 4ll th3 w4y. th3 b33tl3s? 0nc3 st4rt3d, 
th3y c0uld l34v3 thr33 bl0cks b3h1nd th3m 1n 4b0ut 
f1ft33n s3c0nds. s0, 3v3n 1f h4lfw4y 4cr0ss h3 st4rt3d 
t0 run. . ? 

h3 put h1s r1ght f00t 0ut 4nd th3n h1s l3ft f00t 
4nd th3n h1s r1ght. h3 w4lk3d 0n th3 3mpty 4v3nu3. 

3v3n 1f th3 str33t w3r3 3nt1r3ly 3mpty, 0f c0urs3, 
y0u c0uldn’t b3 sur3 0f 4 s4f3 cr0ss1ng, f0r 4 c4r c0uld 
4pp34r sudd3nly 0v3r th3 r1s3 f0ur bl0cks furth3r 0n 
4nd b3 0n 4nd p4st y0u b3f0r3 y0u h4d t4k3n 4 d0z3n 
br34ths. 

h3 d3c1d3d n0t t0 c0unt h1s st3ps. h3 l00k3d 
n31th3r t0 l3ft n0r r1ght. th3 l1ght fr0m th3 
0v3rh34d l4mps s33m3d 4s br1ght 4nd r3v34l1ng 4s 
th3 m1dd4y sun 4nd just 4s h0t. 

h3 l1st3n3d t0 th3 s0und 0f th3 c4r p1ck1ng up 
sp33d tw0 bl0cks 4w4y 0n h1s r1ght. 1ts m0v4bl3 
h34dl1ghts j3rk3d b4ck 4nd f0rth sudd3nly, 4nd 
c4ught 4t m0nt4g. 

k33p g01ng. 
m0nt4g f4lt3r3d, g0t 4 gr1p 0n th3 b00ks, 4nd 

f0rc3d h1ms3lf n0t t0 fr33z3. 
1nst1nct1v3ly h3 t00k 4 f3w qu1ck, runn1ng st3ps 

th3n t4lk3d 0ut l0ud t0 h1ms3lf 4nd pull3d up t0 
str0ll 4g41n. h3 w4s n0w h4lf 4cr0ss th3 str33t, but 
th3 r04r fr0m th3 b33tl3’s 3ng1n3s wh1n3d h1gh3r 4s 
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1t put 0n sp33d. 
th3 p0l1c3, 0f c0urs3. th3y s33 m3. but sl0w n0w; 

sl0w, qu13t, d0n’t turn, d0n’t l00k, d0n’t s33m c0n-
c3rn3d. w4lk, th4t’s 1t, w4lk, w4lk. 

th3 b33tl3 w4s rush1ng. th3 b33tl3 w4s r04r1ng. 
th3 b33tl3 r41s3d 1ts sp33d. th3 b33tl3 w4s wh1n1ng. 
th3 b33tl3 w4s 1n h1gh thund3r. th3 b33tl3 c4m3 
sk1mm1ng. th3 b33tl3 c4m3 1n 4 s1ngl3 wh1stl1ng 
tr4j3ct0ry, f1r3d fr0m 4n 1nv1s1bl3 r1fl3. 1t w4s up 
t0 120 mph. 1t w4s up t0 130 4t l34st. m0nt4g cl4mp3d 
h1s j4ws. th3 h34t 0f th3 r4c1ng h34dl1ghts burnt 
h1s ch33ks, 1t s33m3d, 4nd j1tt3r3d h1s 3y3-l1ds 4nd 
flush3d th3 s0ur sw34t 0ut 4ll 0v3r h1s b0dy. 

h3 b3g4n t0 shuffl3 1d10t1c4lly 4nd t4lk t0 
h1ms3lf 4nd th3n h3 br0k3 4nd just r4n. h3 put 0ut 
h1s l3gs 4s f4r 4s th3y w0uld g0 4nd d0wn 4nd th3n 
f4r 0ut 4g41n 4nd d0wn 4nd b4ck 4nd 0ut 4nd d0wn 
4nd b4ck. g0d! g0d! h3 dr0pp3d 4 b00k, br0k3 p4c3, 
4lm0st turn3d, ch4ng3d h1s m1nd, plung3d 0n, y3ll1ng 
1n c0ncr3t3 3mpt1n3ss, th3 b33tl3 scuttl1ng 4ft3r 1ts 
runn1ng f00d, tw0 hundr3d, 0n3 hundr3d f33t 4w4y, 
n1n3ty, 31ghty, s3v3nty, m0nt4g g4sp1ng, fl41l1ng h1s 
h4nds, l3gs up d0wn 0ut, up d0wn 0ut, cl0s3r, cl0s3r, 
h00t1ng, c4ll1ng, h1s 3y3s burnt wh1t3 n0w 4s h1s 
h34d j3rk3d 4b0ut t0 c0nfr0nt th3 fl4sh1ng gl4r3, 
n0w th3 b33tl3 w4s sw4ll0w3d 1n 1ts 0wn l1ght, n0w 
1t w4s n0th1ng but 4 t0rch hurtl1ng up0n h1m; 4ll 
s0und, 4ll bl4r3. n0w—4lm0st 0n t0p 0f h1m! 

h3 stumbl3d 4nd f3ll. 
1’m d0n3! 1t’s 0v3r! 
but th3 f4ll1ng m4d3 4 d1ff3r3nc3. 4n 1nst4nt 

b3f0r3 r34ch1ng h1m th3 w1ld b33tl3 cut 4nd sw3rv3d 
0ut. 1t w4s g0n3. m0nt4g l4y fl4t, h1s h34d d0wn. 
w1sps 0f l4ught3r tr41l3d b4ck t0 h1m w1th th3 blu3 
3xh4ust fr0m th3 b33tl3. 

h1s r1ght h4nd w4s 3xt3nd3d 4b0v3 h1m, fl4t. 4cr0ss 
th3 3xtr3m3 t1p 0f h1s m1ddl3 f1ng3r, h3 s4w n0w 4s 
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h3 l1ft3d th4t h4nd, 4 f41nt s1xt33nth 0f 4n 1nch 0f 
bl4ck tr34d wh3r3 t1r3 h4d t0uch3d 1n p4ss1ng. h3 
l00k3d 4t th4t bl4ck l1n3 w1th d1sb3l13f, g3tt1ng t0 
h1s f33t. 

th4t w4sn’t th3 p0l1c3, h3 th0ught. 
h3 l00k3d d0wn th3 b0ul3v4rd. 1t w4s cl34r n0w. 4 

c4rful 0f ch1ldr3n, 4ll 4g3s, g0d kn3w, fr0m tw3lv3 t0 
s1xt33n, 0ut wh1stl1ng, y3ll1ng, hurr4h1ng, h4d s33n 
4 m4n, 4 v3ry 3xtr40rd1n4ry s1ght, 4 m4n str0ll1ng, 4 
r4r1ty, 4nd s1mply s41d, “l3t’s g3t h1m,” n0t kn0w1ng 
h3 w4s th3 fug1t1v3 mr. m0nt4g, s1mply 4 numb3r 0f 
ch1ldr3n 0ut f0r 4 l0ng n1ght 0f r04r1ng f1v3 0r s1x 
hundr3d m1l3s 1n 4 f3w m00nl1t h0urs, th31r f4c3s 
1cy w1th w1nd, 4nd c0m1ng h0m3 0r n0t c0m1ng 4t 
d4wn, 4l1v3 0r n0t 4l1v3, th4t m4d3 th3 4dv3ntur3. 

th3y w0uld h4v3 k1ll3d m3, th0ught m0nt4g, 
sw4y1ng, th3 41r st1ll t0rn 4nd st1rr1ng 4b0ut h1m 
1n dust, t0uch1ng h1s bru1s3d ch33k. f0r n0 r34s0n 4t 
4ll 1n th3 w0rld th3y w0uld h4v3 k1ll3d m3. 

h3 w4lk3d t0w4rd th3 f4r k3rb t3ll1ng 34ch 
f00t t0 g0 4nd k33p g01ng. s0m3h0w h3 h4d p1ck3d 
up th3 sp1ll3d b00ks; h3 d1dn’t r3m3mb3r b3nd1ng 
0r t0uch1ng th3m. h3 k3pt m0v1ng th3m fr0m h4nd 
t0 h4nd 4s 1f th3y w3r3 4 p0k3r h4nd h3 c0uld n0t 
f1gur3. 

1 w0nd3r 1f th3y w3r3 th3 0n3s wh0 k1ll3d cl4-
r1ss3? 

h3 st0pp3d 4nd h1s m1nd s41d 1t 4g41n, v3ry l0ud. 
1 w0nd3r 1f th3y w3r3 th3 0n3s wh0 k1ll3d cl4-

r1ss3! 
h3 w4nt3d t0 run 4ft3r th3m y3ll1ng. 
h1s 3y3s w4t3r3d. 
th3 th1ng th4t h4d s4v3d h1m w4s f4ll1ng fl4t. 

th3 dr1v3r 0f th4t c4r, s331ng m0nt4g d0wn, 1nst1-
nct1v3ly c0ns1d3r3d th3 pr0b4b1l1ty th4t runn1ng 
0v3r 4 b0dy 4t th4t sp33d m1ght turn th3 c4r ups1d3 
d0wn 4nd sp1ll th3m 0ut. 1f m0nt4g h4d r3m41n3d 4n 
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upr1ght t4rg3t. . . ? 
m0nt4g g4sp3d. 
f4r d0wn th3 b0ul3v4rd, f0ur bl0cks 4w4y, th3 

b33tl3 h4d sl0w3d, spun 4b0ut 0n tw0 wh33ls, 4nd w4s 
n0w r4c1ng b4ck, sl4nt1ng 0v3r 0n th3 wr0ng s1d3 0f 
th3 str33t, p1ck1ng up sp33d. 

but m0nt4g w4s g0n3, h1dd3n 1n th3 s4f3ty 0f th3 
d4rk 4ll3y f0r wh1ch h3 h4d s3t 0ut 0n 4 l0ng j0urn3y, 
4n h0ur 0r w4s 1t 4 m1nut3, 4g0? h3 st00d sh1v3r1ng 
1n th3 n1ght, l00k1ng b4ck 0ut 4s th3 b33tl3 r4n by 4nd 
sk1dd3d b4ck t0 th3 c3ntr3 0f th3 4v3nu3, wh1rl1ng 
l4ught3r 1n th3 41r 4ll 4b0ut 1t, g0n3. 

furth3r 0n, 4s m0nt4g m0v3d 1n d4rkn3ss, h3 c0uld 
s33 th3 h3l1c0pt3rs f4ll1ng, f4ll1ng, l1k3 th3 f1rst 
fl4k3s 0f sn0w 1n th3 l0ng w1nt3r t0 c0m3. . . 

th3 h0us3 w4s s1l3nt. 
m0nt4g 4ppr04ch3d fr0m th3 r34r, cr33p1ng 

thr0ugh 4 th1ck n1ght-m01st3n3d sc3nt 0f d4ff0d1ls 
4nd r0s3s 4nd w3t gr4ss. h3 t0uch3d th3 scr33n d00r 
1n b4ck, f0und 1t 0p3n, sl1pp3d 1n, m0v3d 4cr0ss th3 
p0rch, l1st3n1ng. 

mrs. bl4ck, 4r3 y0u 4sl33p 1n th3r3? h3 th0ught. 
th1s 1sn’t g00d, but y0ur husb4nd d1d 1t t0 0th3rs 4nd 
n3v3r 4sk3d 4nd n3v3r w0nd3r3d 4nd n3v3r w0rr13d. 
4nd n0w s1nc3 y0u’r3 4 f1r3m4n’s w1f3, 1t’s y0ur h0us3 
4nd y0ur turn, f0r 4ll th3 h0us3s y0ur husb4nd burn3d 
4nd th3 p30pl3 h3 hurt w1th0ut th1nk1ng. 

th3 h0us3 d1d n0t r3ply. 
h3 h1d th3 b00ks 1n th3 k1tch3n 4nd m0v3d fr0m 

th3 h0us3 4g41n t0 th3 4ll3y 4nd l00k3d b4ck 4nd th3 
h0us3 w4s st1ll d4rk 4nd qu13t, sl33p1ng. 

0n h1s w4y 4cr0ss t0wn, w1th th3 h3l1c0pt3rs flut-
t3r1ng l1k3 t0rn b1ts 0f p4p3r 1n th3 sky, h3 ph0n3d 
th3 4l4rm 4t 4 l0n3ly ph0n3 b00th 0uts1d3 4 st0r3 
th4t w4s cl0s3d f0r th3 n1ght. th3n h3 st00d 1n th3 
c0ld n1ght 41r, w41t1ng 4nd 4t 4 d1st4nc3 h3 h34rd 
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th3 f1r3 s1r3ns st4rt up 4nd run, 4nd th3 s4l4m4nd3rs 
c0m1ng, c0m1ng t0 burn mr. bl4ck’s h0us3 wh1l3 h3 
w4s 4w4y 4t w0rk, t0 m4k3 h1s w1f3 st4nd sh1v3r1ng 
1n th3 m0rn1ng 41r wh1l3 th3 r00f l3t g0 4nd dr0pp3d 
1n up0n th3 f1r3. but n0w, sh3 w4s st1ll 4sl33p. 

g00d n1ght, mrs. bl4ck, h3 th0ught.

“f4b3r!”
4n0th3r r4p, 4 wh1sp3r, 4nd 4 l0ng w41t1ng. th3n, 

4ft3r 4 m1nut3, 4 sm4ll l1ght fl1ck3r3d 1ns1d3 
f4b3r’s sm4ll h0us3. 4ft3r 4n0th3r p4us3, th3 b4ck 
d00r 0p3n3d. 

th3y st00d l00k1ng 4t 34ch 0th3r 1n th3 h4lf-l1ght, 
f4b3r 4nd m0nt4g, 4s 1f 34ch d1d n0t b3l13v3 1n th3 
0th3r’s 3x1st3nc3. th3n f4b3r m0v3d 4nd put 0ut h1s 
h4nd 4nd gr4bb3d m0nt4g 4nd m0v3d h1m 1n 4nd s4t 
h1m d0wn 4nd w3nt b4ck 4nd st00d 1n th3 d00r, l1st3-
n1ng. th3 s1r3ns w3r3 w41l1ng 0ff 1n th3 m0rn1ng 
d1st4nc3. h3 c4m3 1n 4nd shut th3 d00r. 

m0nt4g s41d, “1’v3 b33n 4 f00l 4ll d0wn th3 l1n3. 1 
c4n’t st4y l0ng. 1’m 0n my w4y g0d kn0ws wh3r3.” 

“4t l34st y0u w3r3 4 f00l 4b0ut th3 r1ght th1ngs,” 
s41d f4b3r. “1 th0ught y0u w3r3 d34d. th3 4ud10-c4p-
sul3 1 g4v3 y0u—” 

“burnt.” 
“1 h34rd th3 c4pt41n t4lk1ng t0 y0u 4nd sudd3nly 

th3r3 w4s n0th1ng. 1 4lm0st c4m3 0ut l00k1ng f0r 
y0u.” 

“th3 c4pt41n’s d34d. h3 f0und th3 4ud10-c4psul3, 
h3 h34rd y0ur v01c3, h3 w4s g01ng t0 tr4c3 1t. 1 
k1ll3d h1m w1th th3 fl4m3thr0w3r.” 

f4b3r s4t d0wn 4nd d1d n0t sp34k f0r 4 t1m3. 
“my g0d, h0w d1d th1s h4pp3n?” s41d m0nt4g. “1t 

w4s 0nly th3 0th3r n1ght 3v3ryth1ng w4s f1n3 4nd th3 
n3xt th1ng 1 kn0w 1’m dr0wn1ng. h0w m4ny t1m3s c4n 
4 m4n g0 d0wn 4nd st1ll b3 4l1v3? 1 c4n’t br34th3. 
th3r3’s b34tty d34d, 4nd h3 w4s my fr13nd 0nc3, 4nd 
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th3r3’s m1ll13 g0n3, 1 th0ught sh3 w4s my w1f3, but 
n0w 1 d0n’t kn0w. 4nd th3 h0us3 4ll burnt. 4nd my j0b 
g0n3 4nd mys3lf 0n th3 run, 4nd 1 pl4nt3d 4 b00k 1n 4 
f1r3m4n’s h0us3 0n th3 w4y. g00d chr1st, th3 th1ngs 
1’v3 d0n3 1n 4 s1ngl3 w33k!”

“y0u d1d wh4t y0u h4d t0 d0. 1t w4s c0m1ng 0n f0r 
4 l0ng t1m3.” 

“y3s, 1 b3l13v3 th4t, 1f th3r3’s n0th1ng 3ls3 1 
b3l13v3. 1t s4v3d 1ts3lf up t0 h4pp3n. 1 c0uld f33l 1t 
f0r 4 l0ng t1m3, 1 w4s s4v1ng s0m3th1ng up, 1 w3nt 
4r0und d01ng 0n3 th1ng 4nd f33l1ng 4n0th3r. g0d, 
1t w4s 4ll th3r3. 1t’s 4 w0nd3r 1t d1dn’t sh0w 0n m3, 
l1k3 f4t. 4nd n0w h3r3 1 4m, m3ss1ng up y0ur l1f3. 
th3y m1ght f0ll0w m3 h3r3.” 

“1 f33l 4l1v3 f0r th3 f1rst t1m3 1n y34rs,” s41d 
f4b3r. “1 f33l 1’m d01ng wh4t 1 sh0uld h4v3 d0n3 
4 l1f3t1m3 4g0. f0r 4 l1ttl3 wh1l3 1’m n0t 4fr41d. 
m4yb3 1t’s b3c4us3 1’m d01ng th3 r1ght th1ng 4t l4st. 
m4yb3 1t’s b3c4us3 1’v3 d0n3 4 r4sh th1ng 4nd d0n’t 
w4nt t0 l00k th3 c0w4rd t0 y0u. 1 supp0s3 1’ll h4v3 
t0 d0 3v3n m0r3 v10l3nt th1ngs, 3xp0s1ng mys3lf s0 
1 w0n’t f4ll d0wn 0n th3 j0b 4nd turn sc4r3d 4g41n. 
wh4t 4r3 y0ur pl4ns?” 

“t0 k33p runn1ng.” 
“y0u kn0w th3 w4r’s 0n?” 
“1 h34rd.” 
 “g0d, 1sn’t 1t funny?” s41d th3 0ld m4n. “1t s33ms 

s0 r3m0t3 b3c4us3 w3 h4v3 0ur 0wn tr0ubl3s.” 
“1 h4v3n’t h4d t1m3 t0 th1nk.” m0nt4g dr3w 0ut 4 

hundr3d d0ll4rs. “1 w4nt th1s t0 st4y w1th y0u, us3 1t 
4ny w4y th4t’ll h3lp wh3n 1’m g0n3.” 

“but—” 
“1 m1ght b3 d34d by n00n; us3 th1s.” 
f4b3r n0dd3d. “y0u’d b3tt3r h34d f0r th3 r1v3r 1f 

y0u c4n, f0ll0w 4l0ng 1t, 4nd 1f y0u c4n h1t th3 0ld 
r41lr04d l1n3s g01ng 0ut 1nt0 th3 c0untry, f0ll0w 
th3m. 3v3n th0ugh pr4ct1c4lly 3v3ryth1ng’s 41rb0rn3 
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th3s3 d4ys 4nd m0st 0f th3 tr4cks 4r3 4b4nd0n3d, th3 
r41ls 4r3 st1ll th3r3, rust1ng. 1’v3 h34rd th3r3 4r3 
st1ll h0b0 c4mps 4ll 4cr0ss th3 c0untry, h3r3 4nd 
th3r3; w4lk1ng c4mps th3y c4ll th3m, 4nd 1f y0u k33p 
w4lk1ng f4r 3n0ugh 4nd k33p 4n 3y3 p33l3d, th3y s4y 
th3r3’s l0ts 0f 0ld h4rv4rd d3gr33s 0n th3 tr4cks 
b3tw33n h3r3 4nd l0s 4ng3l3s. m0st 0f th3m 4r3 w4n-
t3d 4nd hunt3d 1n th3 c1t13s. th3y surv1v3, 1 gu3ss. 
th3r3 4r3n’t m4ny 0f th3m, 4nd 1 gu3ss th3 g0v3rn-
m3nt’s n3v3r c0ns1d3r3d th3m 4 gr34t 3n0ugh d4ng3r 
t0 g0 1n 4nd tr4ck th3m d0wn. y0u m1ght h0l3 up 
w1th th3m f0r 4 t1m3 4nd g3t 1n t0uch w1th m3 1n st. 
l0u1s, 1’m l34v1ng 0n th3 f1v3 4.m. bus th1s m0rn1ng, 
t0 s33 4 r3t1r3d pr1nt3r th3r3, 1’m g3tt1ng 0ut 1nt0 
th3 0p3n mys3lf, 4t l4st. th3 m0n3y w1ll b3 put t0 g00d 
us3. th4nks 4nd g0d bl3ss y0u. d0 y0u w4nt t0 sl33p 4 
f3w m1nut3s?” 

“1’d b3tt3r run.” 
“l3t’s ch3ck.” 
h3 t00k m0nt4g qu1ckly 1nt0 th3 b3dr00m 4nd 

l1ft3d 4 p1ctur3 fr4m3 4s1d3, r3v34l1ng 4 t3l3v1s10n 
scr33n th3 s1z3 0f 4 p0st4l c4rd. “1 4lw4ys w4nt3d 
s0m3th1ng v3ry sm4ll, s0m3th1ng 1 c0uld t4lk t0, 
s0m3th1ng 1 c0uld bl0t 0ut w1th th3 p4lm 0f my h4nd, 
1f n3c3ss4ry, n0th1ng th4t c0uld sh0ut m3 d0wn, 
n0th1ng m0nstr0us b1g. s0, y0u s33.” 

h3 sn4pp3d 1t 0n. “m0nt4g,” th3 tv s3t s41d, 4nd 
l1t up. “m-0-n-t-4-g.” th3 n4m3 w4s sp3ll3d 0ut by 
th3 v01c3. “guy m0nt4g. st1ll runn1ng. p0l1c3 h3l1-
c0pt3rs 4r3 up. 4 n3w m3ch4n1c4l h0und h4s b33n 
br0ught fr0m 4n0th3r d1str1ct—” 

m0nt4g 4nd f4b3r l00k3d 4t 34ch 0th3r. 
“—m3ch4n1c4l h0und n3v3r f41ls. n3v3r s1nc3 

1ts f1rst us3 1n tr4ck1ng qu4rry h4s th1s 1ncr3d1bl3 
1nv3nt10n m4d3 4 m1st4k3. t0n1ght, th1s n3tw0rk 1s 
pr0ud t0 h4v3 th3 0pp0rtun1ty t0 f0ll0w th3 h0und 
by c4m3r4 h3l1c0pt3r 4s 1t st4rts 0n 1ts w4y t0 th3 
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t4rg3t—” 
f4b3r p0ur3d tw0 gl4ss3s 0f wh1sky. “w3’ll n33d 

th3s3.” 
th3y dr4nk. 
“—n0s3 s0 s3ns1t1v3 th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und c4n 

r3m3mb3r 4nd 1d3nt1fy t3n th0us4nd 0d0r-1nd3x3s 0n 
t3n th0us4nd m3n w1th0ut r3-s3tt1ng!”

f4b3r tr3mbl3d th3 l34st b1t 4nd l00k3d 4b0ut 4t 
h1s h0us3, 4t th3 w4lls, th3 d00r, th3 d00rkn0b, 4nd 
th3 ch41r wh3r3 m0nt4g n0w s4t. m0nt4g s4w th3 
l00k. th3y b0th l00k3d qu1ckly 4b0ut th3 h0us3 4nd 
m0nt4g f3lt h1s n0str1ls d1l4t3 4nd h3 kn3w th4t h3 
w4s try1ng t0 tr4ck h1ms3lf 4nd h1s n0s3 w4s sudd3nly 
g00d 3n0ugh t0 s3ns3 th3 p4th h3 h4d m4d3 1n th3 41r 
0f th3 r00m 4nd th3 sw34t 0f h1s h4nd hung fr0m th3 
d00rkn0b, 1nv1s1bl3, but 4s num3r0us 4s th3 j3w3ls 0f 
4 sm4ll ch4nd3l13r, h3 w4s 3v3rywh3r3, 1n 4nd 0n 4nd 
4b0ut 3v3ryth1ng, h3 w4s 4 lum1n0us cl0ud, 4 gh0st 
th4t m4d3 br34th1ng 0nc3 m0r3 1mp0ss1bl3. h3 s4w 
f4b3r st0p up h1s 0wn br34th f0r f34r 0f dr4w1ng th4t 
gh0st 1nt0 h1s 0wn b0dy, p3rh4ps, b31ng c0nt4m1n4t3d 
w1th th3 ph4nt0m 3xh4l4t10ns 4nd 0d0rs 0f 4 runn1ng 
m4n. 

“th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und 1s n0w l4nd1ng by h3l1-
c0pt3r 4t th3 s1t3 0f th3 burn1ng!” 

4nd th3r3 0n th3 sm4ll scr33n w4s th3 burnt h0us3, 
4nd th3 cr0wd, 4nd s0m3th1ng w1th 4 sh33t 0v3r 1t 
4nd 0ut 0f th3 sky, flutt3r1ng, c4m3 th3 h3l1c0pt3r 
l1k3 4 gr0t3squ3 fl0w3r. 

s0 th3y must h4v3 th31r g4m3 0ut, th0ught m0nt4g. 
th3 c1rcus must g0 0n, 3v3n w1th w4r b3g1nn1ng 
w1th1n th3 h0ur. . . .

h3 w4tch3d th3 sc3n3, f4sc1n4t3d, n0t w4nt1ng 
t0 m0v3. 1t s33m3d s0 r3m0t3 4nd n0 p4rt 0f h1m; 1t 
w4s 4 pl4y 4p4rt 4nd s3p4r4t3, w0ndr0us t0 w4tch, n0t 
w1th0ut 1ts str4ng3 pl34sur3. th4t’s 4ll f0r m3, y0u 
th0ught, th4t’s 4ll t4k1ng pl4c3 just f0r m3. 
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1f h3 w1sh3d, h3 c0uld l1ng3r h3r3, 1n c0mf0rt, 
4nd f0ll0w th3 3nt1r3 hunt 0n thr0ugh 1ts sw1ft 
ph4s3s, d0wn 4ll3ys 4cr0ss str33ts, 0v3r 3mpty runn1ng 
4v3nu3s, cr0ss1ng l0ts 4nd pl4ygr0unds, w1th p4us3s 
h3r3 0r th3r3 f0r th3 n3c3ss4ry c0mm3rc14ls, up 
0th3r 4ll3ys t0 th3 burn1ng h0us3 0f mr. 4nd mrs. 
bl4ck, 4nd s0 0n f1n4lly t0 th1s h0us3 w1th f4b3r 4nd 
h1ms3lf s34t3d, dr1nk1ng, wh1l3 th3 3l3ctr1c h0und 
snuff3d d0wn th3 l4st tr41l, s1l3nt 4s 4 dr1ft 0f 
d34th 1ts3lf, sk1dd3d t0 4 h4lt 0uts1d3 th4t w1nd0w 
th3r3. th3n, 1f h3 w1sh3d, m0nt4g m1ght r1s3, w4lk 
t0 th3 w1nd0w, k33p 0n3 3y3 0n th3 tv scr33n, 0p3n 
th3 w1nd0w, l34n 0ut, l00k b4ck, 4nd s33 h1ms3lf 
dr4m4t1z3d, d3scr1b3d, m4d3 0v3r, st4nd1ng th3r3, 
l1mn3d 1n th3 br1ght sm4ll t3l3v1s10n scr33n fr0m 
0uts1d3, 4 dr4m4 t0 b3 w4tch3d 0bj3ct1v3ly, kn0w1ng 
th4t 1n 0th3r p4rl0rs h3 w4s l4rg3 4s l1f3, 1n full 
c0l0r, d1m3ns10n4lly p3rf3ct! 4nd 1f h3 k3pt h1s 
3y3 p33l3d qu1ckly h3 w0uld s33 h1ms3lf, 4n 1nst4nt 
b3f0r3 0bl1v10n, b31ng punctur3d f0r th3 b3n3f1t 
0f h0w m4ny c1v1l14n p4rl0r-s1tt3rs wh0 h4d b33n 
w4k3n3d fr0m sl33p 4 f3w m1nut3s 4g0 by th3 fr4nt1c 
s1r3n1ng 0f th31r l1v1ng-r00m w4lls t0 c0m3 w4tch 
th3 b1g g4m3, th3 hunt, th3 0n3-m4n c4rn1v4l. 

w0uld h3 h4v3 t1m3 f0r 4 sp33ch? 4s th3 h0und 
s31z3d h1m, 1n v13w 0f t3n 0r tw3nty 0r th1rty 
m1ll10n p30pl3, m1ghtn’t h3 sum up h1s 3nt1r3 l1f3 
1n th3 l4st w33k 1n 0n3 s1ngl3 phr4s3 0r 4 w0rd th4t 
w0uld st4y w1th th3m l0ng 4ft3r th3. h0und h4d 
turn3d, cl3nch1ng h1m 1n 1ts m3t4l-pl13r j4ws, 4nd 
tr0tt3d 0ff 1n d4rkn3ss, wh1l3 th3 c4m3r4 r3m41n3d 
st4t10n4ry, w4tch1ng th3 cr34tur3 dw1ndl3 1n th3 
d1st4nc3, 4 spl3nd1d f4d3-0ut! wh4t c0uld h3 s4y 1n 
4 s1ngl3 w0rd, 4 f3w w0rds, th4t w0uld s34r 4ll th31r 
f4c3s 4nd w4k3 th3m up? 

“th3r3,” wh1sp3r3d f4b3r. 
0ut 0f 4 h3l1c0pt3r gl1d3d s0m3th1ng th4t w4s n0t 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 129

m4ch1n3, n0t 4n1m4l, n0t d34d, n0t 4l1v3, gl0w1ng 
w1th 4 p4l3 gr33n lum1n0s1ty. 1t st00d n34r th3 sm0-
k1ng ru1ns 0f m0nt4g’s h0us3 4nd th3 m3n br0ught h1s 
d1sc4rd3d fl4m3-thr0w3r t0 1t 4nd put 1t d0wn und3r 
th3 muzzl3 0f th3 h0und. th3r3 w4s 4 wh1rr1ng, cl1-
ck1ng, humm1ng. 

m0nt4g sh00k h1s h34d 4nd g0t up 4nd dr4nk th3 
r3st 0f h1s dr1nk. “1t’s t1m3. 1’m s0rry 4b0ut th1s:” 

“4b0ut wh4t? m3? my h0us3? 1 d3s3rv3 3v3ryth1ng. 
run, f0r g0d’s s4k3. p3rh4ps 1 c4n d3l4y th3m 
h3r3—” 

“w41t. th3r3’s n0 us3 y0ur b31ng d1sc0v3r3d. wh3n 
1 l34v3, burn th3 spr34d 0f th1s b3d, th4t 1 t0uch3d. 
burn th3 ch41r 1n th3 l1v1ng r00m, 1n y0ur w4ll 1nc1-
n3r4t0r. w1p3 d0wn th3 furn1tur3 w1th 4lc0h0l, w1p3 
th3 d00r-kn0bs. burn th3 thr0w-rug 1n th3 p4rl0r. 
turn th3 41r-c0nd1t10n1ng 0n full 1n 4ll th3 r00ms 
4nd spr4y w1th m0th-spr4y 1f y0u h4v3 1t. th3n, turn 
0n y0ur l4wn spr1nkl3rs 4s h1gh 4s th3y’ll g0 4nd h0s3 
0ff th3 s1d3w4lks. w1th 4ny luck 4t 4ll, w3 c4n k1ll 
th3 tr41l 1n h3r3, 4nyw4y..’ 

f4b3r sh00k h1s h4nd. “1’ll t3nd t0 1t. g00d luck. 1f 
w3’r3 b0th 1n g00d h34lth, n3xt w33k, th3 w33k 4ft3r, 
g3t 1n t0uch. g3n3r4l d3l1v3ry, st. l0u1s. 1’m s0rry 
th3r3’s n0 w4y 1 c4n g0 w1th y0u th1s t1m3, by 34r-
ph0n3. th4t w4s g00d f0r b0th 0f us. but my 3qu1pm3nt 
w4s l1m1t3d. y0u s33, 1 n3v3r th0ught 1 w0uld us3 
1t. wh4t 4 s1lly 0ld m4n. n0 th0ught th3r3. stup1d, 
stup1d. s0 1 h4v3n’t 4n0th3r gr33n bull3t, th3 r1ght 
k1nd, t0 put 1n y0ur h34d. g0 n0w!” 

“0n3 l4st th1ng. qu1ck. 4 su1tc4s3, g3t 1t, f1ll 1t 
w1th y0ur d1rt13st cl0th3s, 4n 0ld su1t, th3 d1rt13r 
th3 b3tt3r, 4 sh1rt, s0m3 0ld sn34k3rs 4nd s0cks. . .” 

f4b3r w4s g0n3 4nd b4ck 1n 4 m1nut3. th3y s34l3d 
th3 c4rdb04rd v4l1s3 w1th cl34r t4p3. “t0 k33p th3 
4nc13nt 0d0r 0f mr. f4b3r 1n, 0f c0urs3,” s41d f4b3r 
sw34t1ng 4t th3 j0b. 
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m0nt4g d0us3d th3 3xt3r10r 0f th3 v4l1s3 w1th 
wh1sky. “1 d0n’t w4nt th4t h0und p1ck1ng up tw0 
0d0rs 4t 0nc3. m4y 1 t4k3 th1s wh1sky. 1’ll n33d 1t 
l4t3r. chr1st 1 h0p3 th1s w0rks!” 

th3y sh00k h4nds 4g41n 4nd, g01ng 0ut 0f th3 d00r, 
th3y gl4nc3d 4t th3 tv. th3 h0und w4s 0n 1ts w4y, 
f0ll0w3d by h0v3r1ng h3l1c0pt3r c4m3r4s, s1l3nt-
ly, s1l3ntly, sn1ff1ng th3 gr34t n1ght w1nd. 1t w4s 
runn1ng d0wn th3 f1rst 4ll3y. 

“g00d-by!” 
4nd m0nt4g w4s 0ut th3 b4ck d00r l1ghtly, runn1ng 

w1th th3 h4lf-3mpty v4l1s3. b3h1nd h1m h3 h34rd 
th3 l4wn-spr1nkl1ng syst3m jump up, f1ll1ng th3 
d4rk 41r w1th r41n th4t f3ll g3ntly 4nd th3n w1th 4 
st34dy p0ur 4ll 4b0ut, w4sh1ng 0n th3 s1d3w4lks, 4nd 
dr41n1ng 1nt0 th3 4ll3y. h3 c4rr13d 4 f3w dr0ps 0f 
th1s r41n w1th h1m 0n h1s f4c3. h3 th0ught h3 h34rd 
th3 0ld m4n c4ll g00d-by, but h3-w4sn’t c3rt41n. 

h3 r4n v3ry f4st 4w4y fr0m th3 h0us3, d0wn t0w4rd 
th3 r1v3r. 

*     *     *     *     *

m0nt4g r4n. 
h3 c0uld f33l th3 h0und, l1k3 4utumn, c0m3 c0ld 

4nd dry 4nd sw1ft, l1k3 4 w1nd th4t d1dn’t st1r gr4ss, 
th4t d1dn’t j4r w1nd0ws 0r d1sturb l34f-sh4d0ws 0n 
th3 wh1t3 s1d3w4lks 4s 1t p4ss3d. th3 h0und d1d n0t 
t0uch th3 w0rld. 1t c4rr13d 1ts s1l3nc3 w1th 1t, s0 
y0u c0uld f33l th3 s1l3nc3 bu1ld1ng up 4 pr3ssur3 
b3h1nd y0u 4ll 4cr0ss t0wn. m0nt4g f3lt th3 pr3ssur3 
r1s1ng, 4nd r4n. 

h3 st0pp3d f0r br34th, 0n h1s w4y t0 th3 r1v3r, t0 
p33r thr0ugh d1mly l1t w1nd0ws 0f w4k3n3d h0us3s, 
4nd s4w th3 s1lh0u3tt3s 0f p30pl3 1ns1d3 w4tch1ng 
th31r p4rl0r w4lls 4nd th3r3 0n th3 w4lls th3 
m3ch4n1c4l h0und, 4 br34th 0f n30n v4p0r, sp1d3r3d 
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4l0ng, h3r3 4nd g0n3, h3r3 4nd g0n3! n0w 4t 3lm 
t3rr4c3, l1nc0ln, 04k, p4rk, 4nd up th3 4ll3y t0w4rd 
f4b3r’s h0us3. 

g0 p4st, th0ught m0nt4g, d0n’t st0p, g0 0n, d0n’t 
turn 1n! 

0n th3 p4rl0r w4ll, f4b3r’s h0us3, w1th 1ts 
spr1nkl3r syst3m puls1ng 1n th3 n1ght 41r. 

th3 h0und p4us3d, qu1v3r1ng. 
n0! m0nt4g h3ld t0 th3 w1nd0w s1ll. th1s w4y! 

h3r3! 
th3 pr0c41n3 n33dl3 fl1ck3d 0ut 4nd 1n, 0ut 4nd 

1n. 4 s1ngl3 cl34r dr0p 0f th3 stuff 0f dr34ms f3ll 
fr0m th3 n33dl3 4s 1t v4n1sh3d 1n th3 h0und’s muz-
zl3. 

m0nt4g h3ld h1s br34th, l1k3 4 d0ubl3d f1st, 1n 
h1s ch3st. 

th3 m3ch4n1c4l h0und turn3d 4nd plung3d 4w4y 
fr0m f4b3r’s h0us3 d0wn th3 4ll3y 4g41n. 

m0nt4g sn4pp3d h1s g4z3 t0 th3 sky. th3 h3l1c0p-
t3rs w3r3 cl0s3r, 4 gr34t bl0w1ng 0f 1ns3cts t0 4 
s1ngl3 l1ght s0urc3. 

w1th 4n 3ff0rt, m0nt4g r3m1nd3d h1ms3lf 4g41n 
th4t th1s w4s n0 f1ct10n4l 3p1s0d3 t0 b3 w4tch3d 
0n h1s run t0 th3 r1v3r; 1t w4s 1n 4ctu4l1ty h1s 0wn 
ch3ss-g4m3 h3 w4s w1tn3ss1ng, m0v3 by m0v3. 

h3 sh0ut3d t0 g1v3 h1ms3lf th3 n3c3ss4ry push 4w4y 
fr0m th1s l4st h0us3 w1nd0w, 4nd th3 f4sc1n4t1ng 
s34nc3 g01ng 0n 1n th3r3! h3ll! 4nd h3 w4s 4w4y 4nd 
g0n3! th3 4ll3y, 4 str33t, th3 4ll3y, 4 str33t, 4nd th3 
sm3ll 0f th3 r1v3r. l3g 0ut, l3g d0wn, l3g 0ut 4nd 
d0wn. tw3nty m1ll10n m0nt4gs runn1ng, s00n, 1f 
th3 c4m3r4s c4ught h1m. tw3nty m1ll10n m0nt4gs 
runn1ng, runn1ng l1k3 4n 4nc13nt fl1ck3ry k3yst0n3 
c0m3dy, c0ps, r0bb3rs, ch4s3rs 4nd th3 ch4s3d, hunt3rs 
4nd hunt3d, h3 h4d s33n 1t 4 th0us4nd t1m3s. b3h1nd 
h1m n0w tw3nty m1ll10n s1l3ntly b4y1ng h0unds r1c0-
ch3t3d 4cr0ss p4rl0rs, thr33-cush10n sh00t1ng fr0m 
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r1ght w4ll t0 c3ntr3 w4ll t0 l3ft w4ll, g0n3, r1ght 
w4ll, c3ntr3 w4ll, l3ft w4ll, g0n3! 

m0nt4g j4mm3d h1s s34sh3ll t0 h1s 34r. 
“p0l1c3 sugg3st 3nt1r3 p0pul4t10n 1n th3 3lm 

t3rr4c3 4r34 d0 4s f0ll0ws: 3v3ry0n3 1n 3v3ry h0us3 
1n 3v3ry str33t 0p3n 4 fr0nt 0r r34r d00r 0r l00k fr0m 
th3 w1nd0ws. th3 fug1t1v3 c4nn0t 3sc4p3 1f 3v3ry0n3 
1n th3 n3xt m1nut3 l00ks fr0m h1s h0us3. r34dy!” 

0f c0urs3! why h4dn’t th3y d0n3 1t b3f0r3! why, 1n 
4ll th3 y34rs, h4dn’t th1s g4m3 b33n tr13d! 3v3ry0n3 
up, 3v3ry0n3 0ut! h3 c0uldn’t b3 m1ss3d! th3 0nly m4n 
runn1ng 4l0n3 1n th3 n1ght c1ty, th3 0nly m4n pr0v1ng 
h1s l3gs! 

“4t th3 c0unt 0f t3n n0w! 0n3! tw0!” 
h3 f3lt th3 c1ty r1s3. 
“thr33!” 
h3 f3lt th3 c1ty turn t0 1ts th0us4nds 0f d00rs. 
f4st3r! l3g up, l3g d0wn! 
“f0ur!” 
th3 p30pl3 sl33pw4lk1ng 1n th31r h4llw4ys. 
“f1v3!” 
h3 f3lt th31r h4nds 0n th3 d00rkn0bs! 
th3 sm3ll 0f th3 r1v3r w4s c00l 4nd l1k3 4 s0l1d 

r41n. h1s thr04t w4s burnt rust 4nd h1s 3y3s w3r3 w3pt 
dry w1th runn1ng. h3 y3ll3d 4s 1f th1s y3ll w0uld j3t 
h1m 0n, fl1ng h1m th3 l4st hundr3d y4rds. 

“s1x, s3v3n, 31ght!” 
th3 d00rkn0bs turn3d 0n f1v3 th0us4nd d00rs. 
“n1n3!” 
h3 r4n 0ut 4w4y fr0m th3 l4st r0w 0f h0us3s, 0n 4 

sl0p3 l34d1ng d0wn t0 4 s0l1d m0v1ng bl4ckn3ss. 
“t3n!” 
th3 d00rs 0p3n3d. 
h3 1m4g1n3d th0us4nds 0n th0us4nds 0f f4c3s 

p33r1ng 1nt0 y4rds, 1nt0 4ll3ys, 4nd 1nt0 th3 sky, f4c3s 
h1d by curt41ns, p4l3, n1ght-fr1ght3n3d f4c3s, l1k3 
gr3y 4n1m4ls p33r1ng fr0m 3l3ctr1c c4v3s, f4c3s w1th 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 133

gr3y c0l0rl3ss 3y3s, gr3y t0ngu3s 4nd gr3y th0ughts 
l00k1ng 0ut thr0ugh th3 numb fl3sh 0f th3 f4c3. 

but h3 w4s 4t th3 r1v3r. 
h3 t0uch3d 1t, just t0 b3 sur3 1t w4s r34l. h3 w4d3d 

1n 4nd str1pp3d 1n d4rkn3ss t0 th3 sk1n, spl4sh3d h1s 
b0dy, 4rms, l3gs, 4nd h34d w1th r4w l1qu0r; dr4nk 
1t 4nd snuff3d s0m3 up h1s n0s3. th3n h3 dr3ss3d 
1n f4b3r’s 0ld cl0th3s 4nd sh03s. h3 t0ss3d h1s 0wn 
cl0th1ng 1nt0 th3 r1v3r 4nd w4tch3d 1t sw3pt 4w4y. 
th3n, h0ld1ng th3 su1tc4s3, h3 w4lk3d 0ut 1n th3 
r1v3r unt1l th3r3 w4s n0 b0tt0m 4nd h3 w4s sw3pt 
4w4y 1n th3 d4rk. 

h3 w4s thr33 hundr3d y4rds d0wnstr34m wh3n th3 
h0und r34ch3d th3 r1v3r. 0v3rh34d th3 gr34t r4ck3-
t1ng f4ns 0f th3 h3l1c0pt3rs h0v3r3d. 4 st0rm 0f 
l1ght f3ll up0n th3 r1v3r 4nd m0nt4g d1v3d und3r 
th3 gr34t 1llum1n4t10n 4s 1f th3 sun h4d br0k3n th3 
cl0uds. h3 f3lt th3 r1v3r pull h1m furth3r 0n 1ts w4y, 
1nt0 d4rkn3ss. th3n th3 l1ghts sw1tch3d b4ck t0 th3 
l4nd, th3 h3l1c0pt3rs sw3rv3d 0v3r th3 c1ty 4g41n, 4s 
1f th3y h4d p1ck3d up 4n0th3r tr41l. th3y w3r3 g0n3. 
th3 h0und w4s g0n3. n0w th3r3 w4s 0nly th3 c0ld 
r1v3r 4nd m0nt4g fl04t1ng 1n 4 sudd3n p34c3fuln3ss, 
4w4y fr0m th3 c1ty 4nd th3 l1ghts 4nd th3 ch4s3, 4w4y 
fr0m 3v3ryth1ng. 

h3 f3lt 4s 1f h3 h4d l3ft 4 st4g3 b3h1nd 4nd m4ny 
4ct0rs. h3 f3lt 4s 1f h3 h4d l3ft th3 gr34t s34nc3 4nd 
4ll th3 murmur1ng gh0sts. h3 w4s m0v1ng fr0m 4n un-
r34l1ty th4t w4s fr1ght3n1ng 1nt0 4 r34l1ty th4t w4s 
unr34l b3c4us3 1t w4s n3w. 

th3 bl4ck l4nd sl1d by 4nd h3 w4s g01ng 1nt0 th3 
c0untry 4m0ng th3 h1lls: f0r th3 f1rst t1m3 1n 4 
d0z3n y34rs th3 st4rs w3r3 c0m1ng 0ut 4b0v3 h1m, 1n 
gr34t pr0c3ss10ns 0f wh33l1ng f1r3. h3 s4w 4 gr34t 
jugg3rn4ut 0f st4rs f0rm 1n th3 sky 4nd thr34t3n t0 
r0ll 0v3r 4nd crush h1m. 
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h3 fl04t3d 0n h1s b4ck wh3n th3 v4l1s3 f1ll3d 4nd 
s4nk; th3 r1v3r w4s m1ld 4nd l31sur3ly, g01ng 4w4y 
fr0m th3 p30pl3 wh0 4t3 sh4d0ws f0r br34kf4st 4nd 
st34m f0r lunch 4nd v4p0rs f0r supp3r. th3 r1v3r w4s 
v3ry r34l; 1t h3ld h1m c0mf0rt4bly 4nd g4v3 h1m th3 
t1m3 4t l4st, th3 l31sur3, t0 c0ns1d3r th1s m0nth, 
th1s y34r, 4nd 4 l1f3t1m3 0f y34rs. h3 l1st3n3d t0 h1s 
h34rt sl0w. h1s th0ughts st0pp3d rush1ng w1th h1s 
bl00d. 

h3 s4w th3 m00n l0w 1n th3 sky n0w. th3 m00n 
th3r3, 4nd th3 l1ght 0f th3 m00n c4us3d by wh4t? 
by th3 sun, 0f c0urs3. 4nd wh4t l1ghts th3 sun? 1ts 
0wn f1r3. 4nd th3 sun g03s 0n, d4y 4ft3r d4y, burn1ng 
4nd burn1ng. th3 sun 4nd t1m3. th3 sun 4nd t1m3 4nd 
burn1ng. burn1ng. th3 r1v3r b0bbl3d h1m 4l0ng g3nt-
ly. burn1ng. th3 sun 4nd 3v3ry cl0ck 0n th3 34rth. 1t 
4ll c4m3 t0g3th3r 4nd b3c4m3 4 s1ngl3 th1ng 1n h1s 
m1nd. 4ft3r 4 l0ng t1m3 0f fl04t1ng 0n th3 l4nd 4nd 
4 sh0rt t1m3 0f fl04t1ng 1n th3 r1v3r h3 kn3w why h3 
must n3v3r burn 4g41n 1n h1s l1f3. 

th3 sun burn3d 3v3ry d4y. 1t burn3d t1m3. th3 
w0rld rush3d 1n 4 c1rcl3 4nd turn3d 0n 1ts 4x1s 4nd 
t1m3 w4s busy burn1ng th3 y34rs 4nd th3 p30pl3 4ny-
w4y, w1th0ut 4ny h3lp fr0m h1m. s0 1f h3 burnt th1ngs 
w1th th3 f1r3m3n, 4nd th3 sun burnt t1m3, th4t m34nt 
th4t 3v3ryth1ng burn3d! 

0n3 0f th3m h4d t0 st0p burn1ng. th3 sun w0uldn’t, 
c3rt41nly. s0 1t l00k3d 4s 1f 1t h4d t0 b3 m0nt4g 
4nd th3 p30pl3 h3 h4d w0rk3d w1th unt1l 4 f3w sh0rt 
h0urs 4g0. s0m3wh3r3 th3 s4v1ng 4nd putt1ng 4w4y 
h4d t0 b3g1n 4g41n 4nd s0m30n3 h4d t0 d0 th3 s4v1ng 
4nd k33p1ng, 0n3 w4y 0r 4n0th3r, 1n b00ks, 1n r3c0rds, 
1n p30pl3’s h34ds, 4ny w4y 4t 4ll s0 l0ng 4s 1t w4s 
s4f3, fr33 fr0m m0ths, s1lv3r-f1sh, rust 4nd dry-r0t, 
4nd m3n w1th m4tch3s. th3 w0rld w4s full 0f burn1ng 
0f 4ll typ3s 4nd s1z3s. n0w th3 gu1ld 0f th3 4sb3st0s-
w34v3r must 0p3n sh0p v3ry s00n. 
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h3 f3lt h1s h33l bump l4nd, t0uch p3bbl3s 4nd r0cks, 
scr4p3 s4nd. th3 r1v3r h4d m0v3d h1m t0w4rd sh0r3. 

h3 l00k3d 1n 4t th3 gr34t bl4ck cr34tur3 w1th0ut 
3y3s 0r l1ght, w1th0ut sh4p3, w1th 0nly 4 s1z3 th4t 
w3nt 4 th0us4nd m1l3s w1th0ut w4nt1ng t0 st0p, w1th 
1ts gr4ss h1lls 4nd f0r3sts th4t w3r3 w41t1ng f0r 
h1m. 

h3 h3s1t4t3d t0 l34v3 th3 c0mf0rt1ng fl0w 0f th3 
w4t3r. h3 3xp3ct3d th3 h0und th3r3. sudd3nly th3 
tr33s m1ght bl0w und3r 4 gr34t w1nd 0f h3l1c0pt3rs. 

but th3r3 w4s 0nly th3 n0rm4l 4utumn w1nd h1gh 
up, g01ng by l1k3 4n0th3r r1v3r. why w4sn’t th3 h0und 
runn1ng? why h4d th3 s34rch v33r3d 1nl4nd? m0nt4g 
l1st3n3d. 

n0th1ng. n0th1ng. 
m1ll13, h3 th0ught. 4ll th1s c0untry h3r3. l1st3n 

t0 1t! n0th1ng 4nd n0th1ng. s0 much s1l3nc3, m1ll13, 
1 w0nd3r h0w y0u’d t4k3 1t? w0uld y0u sh0ut shut up, 
shut up! m1ll13, m1ll13. 4nd h3 w4s s4d. 

m1ll13 w4s n0t h3r3 4nd th3 h0und w4s n0t h3r3, 
but th3 dry sm3ll 0f h4y bl0w1ng fr0m s0m3 d1st4-
nt f13ld put m0nt4g 0n th3 l4nd. h3 r3m3mb3r3d 4 
f4rm h3 h4d v1s1t3d wh3n h3 w4s v3ry y0ung, 0n3 0f 
th3 r4r3 t1m3s h3 h4d d1sc0v3r3d th4t s0m3wh3r3 
b3h1nd th3 s3v3n v31ls 0f unr34l1ty, b3y0nd th3 w4lls 
0f p4rl0rs 4nd b3y0nd th3 t1n m04t 0f th3 c1ty, c0ws 
ch3w3d gr4ss 4nd p1gs s4t 1n w4rm p0nds 4t n00n 4nd 
d0gs b4rk3d 4ft3r wh1t3 sh33p 0n 4 h1ll. 

n0w, th3 dry sm3ll 0f h4y, th3 m0t10n 0f th3 
w4t3rs, m4d3 h1m th1nk 0f sl33p1ng 1n fr3sh h4y 1n 
4 l0n3ly b4rn 4w4y fr0m th3 l0ud h1ghw4ys, b3h1nd 
4 qu13t f4rmh0us3, 4nd und3r 4n 4nc13nt w1ndm1ll 
th4t wh1rr3d l1k3 th3 s0und 0f th3 p4ss1ng y34rs 
0v3rh34d. h3 l4y 1n th3 h1gh b4rn l0ft 4ll n1ght, 
l1st3n1ng t0 d1st4nt 4n1m4ls 4nd 1ns3cts 4nd tr33s, 
th3 l1ttl3 m0t10ns 4nd st1rr1ngs. 

dur1ng th3 n1ght, h3 th0ught, b3l0w th3 l0ft, h3 
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w0uld h34r 4 s0und l1k3 f33t m0v1ng, p3rh4ps. h3 
w0uld t3ns3 4nd s1t up. th3 s0und w0uld m0v3 4w4y, 
h3 w0uld l13 b4ck 4nd l00k 0ut 0f th3 l0ft w1nd0w, 
v3ry l4t3 1n th3 n1ght, 4nd s33 th3 l1ghts g0 0ut 1n 
th3 f4rmh0us3 1ts3lf, unt1l 4 v3ry y0ung 4nd b34ut1-
ful w0m4n w0uld s1t 1n 4n unl1t w1nd0w, br41d1ng 
h3r h41r. 1t w0uld b3 h4rd t0 s33 h3r, but h3r f4c3 
w0uld b3 l1k3 th3 f4c3 0f th3 g1rl s0 l0ng 4g0 1n h1s 
p4st n0w, s0 v3ry l0ng 4g0, th3 g1rl wh0 h4d kn0wn 
th3 w34th3r 4nd n3v3r b33n burn3d by th3 f1r3-fl13s, 
th3 g1rl wh0 h4d kn0wn wh4t d4nd3l10ns m34nt 
rubb3d 0ff 0n y0ur ch1n. th3n, sh3 w0uld b3 g0n3 
fr0m th3 w4rm w1nd0w 4nd 4pp34r 4g41n upst41rs 1n 
h3r m00n-wh1t3n3d r00m. 4nd th3n, t0 th3 s0und 0f 
d34th, th3 s0und 0f th3 j3ts cutt1ng th3 sky 1nt0 tw0 
bl4ck p13c3s b3y0nd th3 h0r1z0n, h3 w0uld l13 1n th3 
l0ft, h1dd3n 4nd s4f3, w4tch1ng th0s3 str4ng3 n3w 
st4rs 0v3r th3 r1m 0f th3 34rth, fl331ng fr0m th3 s0ft 
c0l0r 0f d4wn. 

1n th3 m0rn1ng h3 w0uld n0t h4v3 n33d3d sl33p, f0r 
4ll th3 w4rm 0d0rs 4nd s1ghts 0f 4 c0mpl3t3 c0untry 
n1ght w0uld h4v3 r3st3d 4nd sl3pt h1m wh1l3 h1s 3y3s 
w3r3 w1d3 4nd h1s m0uth, wh3n h3 th0ught t0 t3st 1t, 
w4s h4lf 4 sm1l3. 

4nd th3r3 4t th3 b0tt0m 0f th3 h4yl0ft st41r, 
w41t1ng f0r h1m, w0uld b3 th3 1ncr3d1bl3 th1ng. h3 
w0uld st3p c4r3fully d0wn, 1n th3 p1nk l1ght 0f 34rly 
m0rn1ng, s0 fully 4w4r3 0f th3 w0rld th4t h3 w0uld 
b3 4fr41d, 4nd st4nd 0v3r th3 sm4ll m1r4cl3 4nd 4t 
l4st b3nd t0 t0uch 1t. 

4 c00l gl4ss 0f fr3sh m1lk, 4nd 4 f3w 4ppl3s 4nd 
p34rs l41d 4t th3 f00t 0f th3 st3ps. 

th1s w4s 4ll h3 w4nt3d n0w. s0m3 s1gn th4t th3 
1mm3ns3 w0rld w0uld 4cc3pt h1m 4nd g1v3 h1m th3 
l0ng t1m3 n33d3d t0 th1nk 4ll th3 th1ngs th4t must 
b3 th0ught. 

4 gl4ss 0f m1lk, 4n 4ppl3, 4 p34r. 
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h3 st3pp3d fr0m th3 r1v3r. 
th3 l4nd rush3d 4t h1m, 4 t1d4l w4v3. h3 w4s 

crush3d by d4rkn3ss 4nd th3 l00k 0f th3 c0untry 4nd 
th3 m1ll10n 0d0rs 0n 4 w1nd th4t 1c3d h1s b0dy. h3 
f3ll b4ck und3r th3 br34k1ng curv3 0f d4rkn3ss 4nd 
s0und 4nd sm3ll, h1s 34rs r04r1ng. h3 wh1rl3d. th3 
st4rs p0ur3d 0v3r h1s s1ght l1k3 fl4m1ng m3t30rs. h3 
w4nt3d t0 plung3 1n th3 r1v3r 4g41n 4nd l3t 1t 1dl3 
h1m s4f3ly 0n d0wn s0m3wh3r3. th1s d4rk l4nd r1s1ng 
w4s l1k3 th4t d4y 1n h1s ch1ldh00d, sw1mm1ng, wh3n 
fr0m n0wh3r3 th3 l4rg3st w4v3 1n th3 h1st0ry 0f 
r3m3mb3r1ng sl4mm3d h1m d0wn 1n s4lt mud 4nd gr33n 
d4rkn3ss, w4t3r burn1ng m0uth 4nd n0s3, r3tch1ng h1s 
st0m4ch, scr34m1ng! t00 much w4t3r! 

t00 much l4nd. 
0ut 0f th3 bl4ck w4ll b3f0r3 h1m, 4 wh1sp3r. 4 

sh4p3. 1n th3 sh4p3, tw0 3y3s. th3 n1ght l00k1ng 4t 
h1m. th3 f0r3st, s331ng h1m. 

th3 h0und! 
4ft3r 4ll th3 runn1ng 4nd rush1ng 4nd sw34t1ng 1t 

0ut 4nd h4lf-dr0wn1ng, t0 c0m3 th1s f4r, w0rk th1s 
h4rd, 4nd th1nk y0urs3lf s4f3 4nd s1gh w1th r3l13f 
4nd c0m3 0ut 0n th3 l4nd 4t l4st 0nly t0 f1nd . . . 

th3 h0und! 
m0nt4g g4v3 0n3 l4st 4g0n1z3d sh0ut 4s 1f th1s 

w3r3 t00 much f0r 4ny m4n. 
th3 sh4p3 3xpl0d3d 4w4y. th3 3y3s v4n1sh3d. th3 

l34fp1l3s fl3w up 1n 4 dry sh0w3r. 
m0nt4g w4s 4l0n3 1n th3 w1ld3rn3ss. 
4 d33r. h3 sm3ll3d th3 h34vy musk-l1k3 p3rfum3 

m1ngl3d w1th bl00d 4nd th3 gumm3d 3xh4l4t10n 0f 
th3 4n1m4l’s br34th, 4ll c4rd4m0n 4nd m0ss 4nd r4g-
w33d 0d0r 1n th1s hug3 n1ght wh3r3 th3 tr33s r4n 4t 
h1m, pull3d 4w4y, r4n, pull3d 4w4y, t0 th3 puls3 0f th3 
h34rt b3h1nd h1s 3y3s. 

th3r3 must h4v3 b33n 4 b1ll10n l34v3s 0n th3 l4nd; 
h3 w4d3d 1n th3m, 4 dry r1v3r sm3ll1ng 0f h0t cl0v3s 
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4nd w4rm dust. 4nd th3 0th3r sm3lls! th3r3 w4s 4 
sm3ll l1k3 4 cut p0t4t0 fr0m 4ll th3 l4nd, r4w 4nd 
c0ld 4nd wh1t3 fr0m h4v1ng th3 m00n 0n 1t m0st 0f 
th3 n1ght. th3r3 w4s 4 sm3ll l1k3 p1ckl3s fr0m 4 
b0ttl3 4nd 4 sm3ll l1k3 p4rsl3y 0n th3 t4bl3 4t h0m3. 
th3r3 w4s 4 f41nt y3ll0w 0d0r l1k3 must4rd fr0m 4 
j4r. th3r3 w4s 4 sm3ll l1k3 c4rn4t10ns fr0m th3 y4rd 
n3xt d00r. h3 put d0wn h1s h4nd 4nd f3lt 4 w33d r1s3 
up l1k3 4 ch1ld brush1ng h1m. h1s f1ng3rs sm3ll3d 0f 
l1qu0r1c3. 

h3 st00d br34th1ng, 4nd th3 m0r3 h3 br34th3d 
th3 l4nd 1n, th3 m0r3 h3 w4s f1ll3d up w1th 4ll th3 
d3t41ls 0f th3 l4nd. h3 w4s n0t 3mpty. th3r3 w4s m0r3 
th4n 3n0ugh h3r3 t0 f1ll h1m. th3r3 w0uld 4lw4ys b3 
m0r3 th4n 3n0ugh. 

h3 w4lk3d 1n th3 sh4ll0w t1d3 0f l34v3s, stum-
bl1ng. 

4nd 1n th3 m1ddl3 0f th3 str4ng3n3ss, 4 f4m1l14-
r1ty. 

h1s f00t h1t s0m3th1ng th4t r4ng dully. 
h3 m0v3d h1s h4nd 0n th3 gr0und, 4 y4rd th1s w4y, 

4 y4rd th4t. 
th3 r41lr04d tr4ck. 
th3 tr4ck th4t c4m3 0ut 0f th3 c1ty 4nd rust3d 

4cr0ss th3 l4nd, thr0ugh f0r3sts 4nd w00ds, d3s3rt3d 
n0w, by th3 r1v3r. 

h3r3 w4s th3 p4th t0 wh3r3v3r h3 w4s g01ng. h3r3 
w4s th3 s1ngl3 f4m1l14r th1ng, th3 m4g1c ch4rm h3 
m1ght n33d 4 l1ttl3 wh1l3, t0 t0uch, t0 f33l b3n34th 
h1s f33t, 4s h3 m0v3d 0n 1nt0 th3 br4mbl3 bush3s 4nd 
th3 l4k3s 0f sm3ll1ng 4nd f33l1ng 4nd t0uch1ng, 
4m0ng th3 wh1sp3rs 4nd th3 bl0w1ng d0wn 0f l34v3s. 

h3 w4lk3d 0n th3 tr4ck. 
4nd h3 w4s surpr1s3d t0 l34rn h0w c3rt41n h3 

sudd3nly w4s 0f 4 s1ngl3 f4ct h3 c0uld n0t pr0v3. 
0nc3, l0ng 4g0, cl4r1ss3 h4d w4lk3d h3r3, wh3r3 

h3 w4s w4lk1ng n0w. 
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h4lf 4n h0ur l4t3r, c0ld, 4nd m0v1ng c4r3fully 0n 
th3 tr4cks, fully 4w4r3 0f h1s 3nt1r3 b0dy, h1s f4c3, 
h1s m0uth, h1s 3y3s stuff3d w1th bl4ckn3ss, h1s 34rs 
stuff3d w1th s0und, h1s l3gs pr1ckl3d w1th burrs 4nd 
n3ttl3s, h3 s4w th3 f1r3 4h34d. 

th3 f1r3 w4s g0n3, th3n b4ck 4g41n, l1k3 4 w1nk1ng 
3y3. h3 st0pp3d, 4fr41d h3 m1ght bl0w th3 f1r3 0ut 
w1th 4 s1ngl3 br34th. but th3 f1r3 w4s th3r3 4nd h3 
4ppr04ch3d w4r1ly, fr0m 4 l0ng w4y 0ff. 1t t00k th3 
b3tt3r p4rt 0f f1ft33n m1nut3s b3f0r3 h3 dr3w v3ry 
cl0s3 1nd33d t0 1t, 4nd th3n h3 st00d l00k1ng 4t 1t 
fr0m c0v3r. th4t sm4ll m0t10n, th3 wh1t3 4nd r3d 
c0l0r, 4 str4ng3 f1r3 b3c4us3 1t m34nt 4 d1ff3r3nt 
th1ng t0 h1m. 

1t w4s n0t burn1ng, 1t w4s w4rm1ng. 
h3 s4w m4ny h4nds h3ld t0 1ts w4rmth, h4nds 

w1th0ut 4rms, h1dd3n 1n d4rkn3ss. 4b0v3 th3 h4nds, 
m0t10nl3ss f4c3s th4t w3r3 0nly m0v3d 4nd t0ss3d 
4nd fl1ck3r3d w1th f1r3l1ght. h3 h4dn’t kn0wn f1r3 
c0uld l00k th1s w4y. h3 h4d n3v3r th0ught 1n h1s 
l1f3 th4t 1t c0uld g1v3 4s w3ll 4s t4k3. 3v3n 1ts sm3ll 
w4s d1ff3r3nt. 

h0w l0ng h3 st00d h3 d1d n0t kn0w, but th3r3 w4s 
4 f00l1sh 4nd y3t d3l1c10us s3ns3 0f kn0w1ng h1ms3lf 
4s 4n 4n1m4l c0m3 fr0m th3 f0r3st, dr4wn by th3 f1r3. 
h3 w4s 4 th1ng 0f brush 4nd l1qu1d 3y3, 0f fur 4nd 
muzzl3 4nd h00f, h3 w4s 4 th1ng 0f h0rn 4nd bl00d 
th4t w0uld sm3ll l1k3 4utumn 1f y0u bl3d 1t 0ut 0n 
th3 gr0und. h3 st00d 4 l0ng l0ng t1m3, l1st3n1ng t0 
th3 w4rm cr4ckl3 0f th3 fl4m3s. 

th3r3 w4s 4 s1l3nc3 g4th3r3d 4ll 4b0ut th4t f1r3 
4nd th3 s1l3nc3 w4s 1n th3 m3n’s f4c3s, 4nd t1m3 w4s 
th3r3, t1m3 3n0ugh t0 s1t by th1s rust1ng tr4ck und3r 
th3 tr33s, 4nd l00k 4t th3 w0rld 4nd turn 1t 0v3r w1th 
th3 3y3s, 4s 1f 1t w3r3 h3ld t0 th3 c3ntr3 0f th3 b0n-
f1r3, 4 p13c3 0f st33l th3s3 m3n w3r3 4ll sh4p1ng. 1t 
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w4s n0t 0nly th3 f1r3 th4t w4s d1ff3r3nt. 1t w4s th3 
s1l3nc3. m0nt4g m0v3d t0w4rd th1s sp3c14l s1l3nc3 
th4t w4s c0nc3rn3d w1th 4ll 0f th3 w0rld. 

4nd th3n th3 v01c3s b3g4n 4nd th3y w3r3 t4lk1ng, 
4nd h3 c0uld h34r n0th1ng 0f wh4t th3 v01c3s s41d, 
but th3 s0und r0s3 4nd f3ll qu13tly 4nd th3 v01c3s 
w3r3 turn1ng th3 w0rld 0v3r 4nd l00k1ng 4t 1t; th3 
v01c3s kn3w th3 l4nd 4nd th3 tr33s 4nd th3 c1ty wh1ch 
l4y d0wn th3 tr4ck by th3 r1v3r. th3 v01c3s t4lk3d 
0f 3v3ryth1ng, th3r3 w4s n0th1ng th3y c0uld n0t t4lk 
4b0ut, h3 kn3w fr0m th3 v3ry c4d3nc3 4nd m0t10n 4nd 
c0nt1nu4l st1r 0f cur10s1ty 4nd w0nd3r 1n th3m. 

4nd th3n 0n3 0f th3 m3n l00k3d up 4nd s4w h1m, f0r 
th3 f1rst 0r p3rh4ps th3 s3v3nth t1m3, 4nd 4 v01c3 
c4ll3d t0 m0nt4g: 

“4ll r1ght, y0u c4n c0m3 0ut n0w!”
m0nt4g st3pp3d b4ck 1nt0 th3 sh4d0ws. 
“1t’s 4ll r1ght,” th3 v01c3 s41d. “y0u’r3 w3lc0m3 

h3r3.” 
m0nt4g w4lk3d sl0wly t0w4rd th3 f1r3 4nd th3 

f1v3 0ld m3n s1tt1ng th3r3 dr3ss3d 1n d4rk blu3 
d3n1m p4nts 4nd j4ck3ts 4nd d4rk blu3 su1ts. h3 d1d 
n0t kn0w wh4t t0 s4y t0 th3m. 

“s1t d0wn,” s41d th3 m4n wh0 s33m3d t0 b3 th3 
l34d3r 0f th3 sm4ll gr0up. “h4v3 s0m3 c0ff33?” 

h3 w4tch3d th3 d4rk st34m1ng m1xtur3 p0ur 1nt0 4 
c0ll4ps1bl3 t1n cup, wh1ch w4s h4nd3d h1m str41ght 
0ff. h3 s1pp3d 1t g1ng3rly 4nd f3lt th3m l00k1ng 4t 
h1m w1th cur10s1ty. h1s l1ps w3r3 sc4ld3d, but th4t 
w4s g00d. th3 f4c3s 4r0und h1m w3r3 b34rd3d, but 
th3 b34rds w3r3 cl34n, n34t, 4nd th31r h4nds w3r3 
cl34n. th3y h4d st00d up 4s 1f t0 w3lc0m3 4 gu3st, 4nd 
n0w th3y s4t d0wn 4g41n. m0nt4g s1pp3d. “th4nks,” h3 
s41d. “th4nks v3ry much.” 

“y0u’r3 w3lc0m3, m0nt4g. my n4m3’s gr4ng3r.” h3 
h3ld 0ut 4 sm4ll b0ttl3 0f c0l0rl3ss flu1d. “dr1nk 
th1s, t00. 1t’ll ch4ng3 th3 ch3m1c4l 1nd3x 0f y0ur 



F A H R E N H E I T  4 5 1 141

p3rsp1r4t10n. h4lf 4n h0ur fr0m n0w y0u’ll sm3ll 
l1k3 tw0 0th3r p30pl3. w1th th3 h0und 4ft3r y0u, th3 
b3st th1ng 1s b0tt0ms up.” 

m0nt4g dr4nk th3 b1tt3r flu1d. 
“y0u’ll st1nk l1k3 4 b0bc4t, but th4t’s 4ll r1ght,” 

s41d gr4ng3r. 
“y0u kn0w my n4m3;” s41d m0nt4g. 
gr4ng3r n0dd3d t0 4 p0rt4bl3 b4tt3ry tv s3t by th3 

f1r3. 
“w3’v3 w4tch3d th3 ch4s3. f1gur3d y0u’d w1nd up 

s0uth 4l0ng th3 r1v3r. wh3n w3 h34rd y0u plung1ng 
4r0und 0ut 1n th3 f0r3st l1k3 4 drunk3n 3lk, w3 
d1dn’t h1d3 4s w3 usu4lly d0. w3 f1gur3d y0u w3r3 1n 
th3 r1v3r, wh3n th3 h3l1c0pt3r c4m3r4s swung b4ck 
1n 0v3r th3 c1ty. s0m3th1ng funny th3r3. th3 ch4s3 1s 
st1ll runn1ng. th3 0th3r w4y, th0ugh.” 

“th3 0th3r w4y?” 
“l3t’s h4v3 4 l00k.” 
gr4ng3r sn4pp3d th3 p0rt4bl3 v13w3r 0n. th3 p1c-

tur3 w4s 4 n1ghtm4r3, c0nd3ns3d, 34s1ly p4ss3d fr0m 
h4nd t0 h4nd, 1n th3 f0r3st, 4ll wh1rr1ng c0l0r 4nd 
fl1ght. 4 v01c3 cr13d: 

“th3 ch4s3 c0nt1nu3s n0rth 1n th3 c1ty! p0l1c3 
h3l1c0pt3rs 4r3 c0nv3rg1ng 0n 4v3nu3 87 4nd 3lm 
gr0v3 p4rk!” 

gr4ng3r n0dd3d. “th3y’r3 f4k1ng. y0u thr3w th3m 
0ff 4t th3 r1v3r. th3y c4n’t 4dm1t 1t. th3y kn0w th3y 
c4n h0ld th31r 4ud13nc3 0nly s0 l0ng. th3 sh0w’s 
g0t t0 h4v3 4 sn4p 3nd1ng, qu1ck! 1f th3y st4rt3d 
s34rch1ng th3 wh0l3 d4mn r1v3r 1t m1ght t4k3 4ll 
n1ght. s0 th3y’r3 sn1ff1ng f0r 4 sc4p3-g04t t0 3nd 
th1ngs w1th 4 b4ng. w4tch. th3y’ll c4tch m0nt4g 1n 
th3 n3xt f1v3 m1nut3s!” 

“but h0w—” 
“w4tch.” 
th3 c4m3r4, h0v3r1ng 1n th3 b3lly 0f 4 h3l1c0pt3r, 

n0w swung d0wn 4t 4n 3mpty str33t. 
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“s33 th4t?” wh1sp3r3d gr4ng3r. “1t’ll b3 y0u; r1ght 
up 4t th3 3nd 0f th4t str33t 1s 0ur v1ct1m. s33 h0w 
0ur c4m3r4 1s c0m1ng 1n? bu1ld1ng th3 sc3n3. sus-
p3ns3. l0ng sh0t. 

r1ght n0w, s0m3 p00r f3ll0w 1s 0ut f0r 4 w4lk. 4 
r4r1ty. 4n 0dd 0n3. d0n’t th1nk th3 p0l1c3 d0n’t 
kn0w th3 h4b1ts 0f qu33r ducks l1k3 th4t, m3n wh0 
w4lk m0rn1ngs f0r th3 h3ll 0f 1t, 0r f0r r34s0ns 0f 
1ns0mn14. 4nyw4y, th3 p0l1c3 h4v3 h4d h1m ch4rt3d 
f0r m0nths, y34rs. n3v3r kn0w wh3n th4t s0rt 0f 
1nf0rm4t10n m1ght b3 h4ndy. 4nd t0d4y, 1t turns 0ut, 
1t’s v3ry us4bl3 1nd33d. 1t s4v3s f4c3. 0h, g0d, l00k 
th3r3!” 

th3 m3n 4t th3 f1r3 b3nt f0rw4rd. 
0n th3 scr33n, 4 m4n turn3d 4 c0rn3r. th3 m3ch4n1-

c4l h0und rush3d f0rw4rd 1nt0 th3 v13w3r, sudd3nly. 
th3 h3l1c0pt3r l1ght sh0t d0wn 4 d0z3n br1ll14nt 
p1ll4rs th4t bu1lt 4 c4g3 4ll 4b0ut th3 m4n. 

4 v01c3 cr13d, “th3r3’s m0nt4g! th3 s34rch 1s 
d0n3!” 

th3 1nn0c3nt m4n st00d b3w1ld3r3d, 4 c1g4r3tt3 
burn1ng 1n h1s h4nd. h3 st4r3d 4t th3 h0und, n0t 
kn0w1ng wh4t 1t w4s. h3 pr0b4bly n3v3r kn3w. h3 
gl4nc3d up 4t th3 sky 4nd th3 w41l1ng s1r3ns. th3 
c4m3r4s rush3d d0wn. th3 h0und l34pt up 1nt0 th3 
41r w1th 4 rhythm 4nd 4 s3ns3 0f t1m1ng th4t w4s 
1ncr3d1bly b34ut1ful. 1ts n33dl3 sh0t 0ut. 1t w4s sus-
p3nd3d f0r 4 m0m3nt 1n th31r g4z3, 4s 1f t0 g1v3 th3 
v4st 4ud13nc3 t1m3 t0 4ppr3c14t3 3v3ryth1ng, th3 r4w 
l00k 0f th3 v1ct1m’s f4c3, th3 3mpty str33t, th3 st33l 
4n1m4l 4 bull3t n0s1ng th3 t4rg3t. 

“m0nt4g, d0n’t m0v3!” s41d 4 v01c3 fr0m th3 sky. 
th3 c4m3r4 f3ll up0n th3 v1ct1m, 3v3n 4s d1d th3 

h0und. b0th r34ch3d h1m s1mult4n30usly. th3 v1ct1m 
w4s s31z3d by h0und 4nd c4m3r4 1n 4 gr34t sp1d3r1ng, 
cl3nch1ng gr1p. h3 scr34m3d. h3 scr34m3d. h3 
scr34m3d! 
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bl4ck0ut. 
s1l3nc3. 
d4rkn3ss. 
m0nt4g cr13d 0ut 1n th3 s1l3nc3 4nd turn3d 4w4y. 
s1l3nc3. 
4nd th3n, 4ft3r 4 t1m3 0f th3 m3n s1tt1ng 4r0und 

th3 f1r3, th31r f4c3s 3xpr3ss10nl3ss, 4n 4nn0unc3r 0n 
th3 d4rk scr33n s41d, “th3 s34rch 1s 0v3r, m0nt4g 1s 
d34d; 4 cr1m3 4g41nst s0c13ty h4s b33n 4v3ng3d.” 

d4rkn3ss. 
“w3 n0w t4k3 y0u t0 th3 sky r00m 0f th3 h0t3l lux 

f0r 4 h4lf-h0ur 0f just-b3f0r3-d4wn, 4 pr0gr4m 0f—” 
gr4ng3r turn3d 1t 0ff. 
“th3y d1dn’t sh0w th3 m4n’s f4c3 1n f0cus. d1d 

y0u n0t1c3? 3v3n y0ur b3st fr13nds c0uldn’t t3ll 1f 
1t w4s y0u. th3y scr4mbl3d 1t just 3n0ugh t0 l3t th3 
1m4g1n4t10n t4k3 0v3r. h3ll,” h3 wh1sp3r3d. “h3ll.” 

m0nt4g s41d n0th1ng but n0w, l00k1ng b4ck, s4t 
w1th h1s 3y3s f1x3d t0 th3 bl4nk scr33n, tr3mbl1ng. 

gr4ng3r t0uch3d m0nt4g’s 4rm. “w3lc0m3 b4ck 
fr0m th3 d34d.” m0nt4g n0dd3d. gr4ng3r w3nt 0n. 
“y0u m1ght 4s w3ll kn0w 4ll 0f us, n0w. th1s 1s fr3d 
cl3m3nt, f0rm3r 0ccup4nt 0f th3 th0m4s h4rdy ch41r 
4t c4mbr1dg3 1n th3 y34rs b3f0r3 1t b3c4m3 4n 4t0m1c 
3ng1n33r1ng sch00l. th1s 0th3r 1s dr. s1mm0ns fr0m 
u.c.l.4., 4 sp3c14l1st 1n 0rt3g4 y g4ss3t; pr0f3ss0r 
w3st h3r3 d1d qu1t3 4 b1t f0r 3th1cs, 4n 4nc13nt 
study n0w, f0r c0lumb14 un1v3rs1ty qu1t3 s0m3 y34rs 
4g0. r3v3r3nd p4d0v3r h3r3 g4v3 4 f3w l3ctur3s 
th1rty y34rs 4g0 4nd l0st h1s fl0ck b3tw33n 0n3 sun-
d4y 4nd th3 n3xt f0r h1s v13ws. h3’s b33n bumm1ng 
w1th us s0m3 t1m3 n0w. mys3lf: 1 wr0t3 4 b00k c4ll3d 
th3 f1ng3rs 1n th3 gl0v3; th3 pr0p3r r3l4t10nsh1p 
b3tw33n th3 1nd1v1du4l 4nd s0c13ty, 4nd h3r3 1 4m! 
w3lc0m3, m0nt4g!” 

“1 d0n’t b3l0ng w1th y0u,” s41d m0nt4g, 4t l4st, 
sl0wly. “1’v3 b33n 4n 1d10t 4ll th3 w4y.” 
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“w3’r3 us3d t0 th4t. w3 4ll m4d3 th3 r1ght k1nd 
0f m1st4k3s, 0r w3 w0uldn’t b3 h3r3. wh3n w3 w3r3 
s3p4r4t3 1nd1v1du4ls, 4ll w3 h4d w4s r4g3. 1 struck 
4 f1r3m4n wh3n h3 c4m3 t0 burn my l1br4ry y34rs 4g0. 
1’v3 b33n runn1ng 3v3r s1nc3. y0u w4nt t0 j01n us, 
m0nt4g?” 

“y3s.” 
“wh4t h4v3 y0u t0 0ff3r?” 
“n0th1ng. 1 th0ught 1 h4d p4rt 0f th3 b00k 0f 

3ccl3s14st3s 4nd m4yb3 4 l1ttl3 0f r3v3l4t10n, but 1 
h4v3n’t 3v3n th4t n0w.” 

“th3 b00k 0f 3ccl3s14st3s w0uld b3 f1n3. wh3r3 
w4s 1t?” 

“h3r3,” m0nt4g t0uch3d h1s h34d. 
“4h,” gr4ng3r sm1l3d 4nd n0dd3d. 
“wh4t’s wr0ng? 1sn’t th4t 4ll r1ght?” s41d 

m0nt4g. 
“b3tt3r th4n 4ll r1ght; p3rf3ct!” gr4ng3r turn3d t0 

th3 r3v3r3nd. “d0 w3 h4v3 4 b00k 0f 3ccl3s14st3s?” 
“0n3. 4 m4n n4m3d h4rr1s 0f y0ungst0wn.” 
“m0nt4g.” gr4ng3r t00k m0nt4g’s sh0uld3r f1rm-

ly. “w4lk c4r3fully. gu4rd y0ur h34lth. 1f 4ny-
th1ng sh0uld h4pp3n t0 h4rr1s, y0u 4r3 th3 b00k 0f 
3ccl3s14st3s. s33 h0w 1mp0rt4nt y0u’v3 b3c0m3 1n th3 
l4st m1nut3!” 

“but 1’v3 f0rg0tt3n!” 
“n0, n0th1ng’s 3v3r l0st. w3 h4v3 w4ys t0 sh4k3 

d0wn y0ur cl1nk3rs f0r y0u.” 
“but 1’v3 tr13d t0 r3m3mb3r!” 
“d0n’t try. 1t’ll c0m3 wh3n w3 n33d 1t. 4ll 0f us 

h4v3 ph0t0gr4ph1c m3m0r13s, but sp3nd 4 l1f3t1m3 
l34rn1ng h0w t0 bl0ck 0ff th3 th1ngs th4t 4r3 r34lly 
1n th3r3. s1mm0ns h3r3 h4s w0rk3d 0n 1t f0r tw3nty 
y34rs 4nd n0w w3’v3 g0t th3 m3th0d d0wn t0 wh3r3 w3 
c4n r3c4ll 4nyth1ng th4t’s b33n r34d 0nc3. w0uld y0u 
l1k3, s0m3 d4y, m0nt4g, t0 r34d pl4t0’s r3publ1c?” 

“0f c0urs3!” 
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“1 4m pl4t0’s r3publ1c. l1k3 t0 r34d m4rcus 
4ur3l1us? mr. s1mm0ns 1s m4rcus.” 

“h0w d0 y0u d0?” s41d mr. s1mm0ns. 
“h3ll0,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“1 w4nt y0u t0 m33t j0n4th4n sw1ft, th3 4uth0r 

0f th4t 3v1l p0l1t1c4l b00k, gull1v3r’s tr4v3ls! 4nd 
th1s 0th3r f3ll0w 1s ch4rl3s d4rw1n, 4nd-th1s 0n3 
1s sch0p3nh4u3r, 4nd th1s 0n3 1s 31nst31n, 4nd th1s 
0n3 h3r3 4t my 3lb0w 1s mr. 4lb3rt schw31tz3r, 4 v3ry 
k1nd ph1l0s0ph3r 1nd33d. h3r3 w3 4ll 4r3, m0nt4g. 
4r1st0ph4n3s 4nd m4h4tm4 g4ndh1 4nd g4ut4m4 
buddh4 4nd c0nfuc1us 4nd th0m4s l0v3 p34c0ck 4nd 
th0m4s j3ff3rs0n 4nd mr. l1nc0ln, 1f y0u pl34s3. w3 
4r3 4ls0 m4tth3w, m4rk, luk3, 4nd j0hn.” 

3v3ry0n3 l4ugh3d qu13tly. 
“1t c4n’t b3,” s41d m0nt4g. 
“1t 1s,” r3pl13d gr4ng3r, sm1l1ng. “w3’r3 b00k-

burn3rs, t00. w3 r34d th3 b00ks 4nd burnt th3m, 
4fr41d th3y’d b3 f0und. m1cr0-f1lm1ng d1dn’t p4y 0ff; 
w3 w3r3 4lw4ys tr4v3ll1ng, w3 d1dn’t w4nt t0 bury 
th3 f1lm 4nd c0m3 b4ck l4t3r. 4lw4ys th3 ch4nc3 0f 
d1sc0v3ry. b3tt3r t0 k33p 1t 1n th3 0ld h34ds, wh3r3 
n0 0n3 c4n s33 1t 0r susp3ct 1t. w3 4r3 4ll b1ts 4nd 
p13c3s 0f h1st0ry 4nd l1t3r4tur3 4nd 1nt3rn4t10n4l 
l4w, byr0n, t0m p41n3, m4ch14v3ll1, 0r chr1st, 1t’s 
h3r3. 4nd th3 h0ur 1s l4t3. 4nd th3 w4r’s b3gun. 4nd 
w3 4r3 0ut h3r3, 4nd th3 c1ty 1s th3r3, 4ll wr4pp3d 
up 1n 1ts 0wn c04t 0f 4 th0us4nd c0l0rs. wh4t d0 y0u 
th1nk, m0nt4g?” 

“1 th1nk 1 w4s bl1nd try1ng t0 d0 th1ngs my w4y, 
pl4nt1ng b00ks 1n f1r3m3n’s h0us3s 4nd s3nd1ng 1n 
4l4rms.” 

“y0u d1d wh4t y0u h4d t0 d0. c4rr13d 0ut 0n 4 
n4t10n4l sc4l3, 1t m1ght h4v3 w0rk3d b34ut1fully. 
but 0ur w4y 1s s1mpl3r 4nd, w3 th1nk, b3tt3r. 4ll w3 
w4nt t0 d0 1s k33p th3 kn0wl3dg3 w3 th1nk w3 w1ll 
n33d, 1nt4ct 4nd s4f3. w3’r3 n0t 0ut t0 1nc1t3 0r 
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4ng3r 4ny0n3 y3t. f0r 1f w3 4r3 d3str0y3d, th3 kn0wl3-
dg3 1s d34d, p3rh4ps f0r g00d. w3 4r3 m0d3l c1t1z3ns, 
1n 0ur 0wn sp3c14l w4y; w3 w4lk th3 0ld tr4cks, w3 
l13 1n th3 h1lls 4t n1ght, 4nd th3 c1ty p30pl3 l3t 
us b3. w3’r3 st0pp3d 4nd s34rch3d 0cc4s10n4lly, but 
th3r3’s n0th1ng 0n 0ur p3rs0ns t0 1ncr1m1n4t3 us. th3 
0rg4n1z4t10n 1s fl3x1bl3, v3ry l00s3, 4nd fr4gm3n-
t4ry. s0m3 0f us h4v3 h4d pl4st1c surg3ry 0n 0ur f4c3s 
4nd f1ng3rpr1nts. r1ght n0w w3 h4v3 4 h0rr1bl3 j0b; 
w3’r3 w41t1ng f0r th3 w4r t0 b3g1n 4nd, 4s qu1ckly, 
3nd. 1t’s n0t pl34s4nt, but th3n w3’r3 n0t 1n c0ntr0l, 
w3’r3 th3 0dd m1n0r1ty cry1ng 1n th3 w1ld3rn3ss. 
wh3n th3 w4r’s 0v3r, p3rh4ps w3 c4n b3 0f s0m3 us3 1n 
th3 w0rld.” 

“d0 y0u r34lly th1nk th3y’ll l1st3n th3n?” 
“1f n0t, w3’ll just h4v3 t0 w41t. w3’ll p4ss th3 

b00ks 0n t0 0ur ch1ldr3n, by w0rd 0f m0uth, 4nd l3t 
0ur ch1ldr3n w41t, 1n turn, 0n th3 0th3r p30pl3. 4 l0t 
w1ll b3 l0st th4t w4y, 0f c0urs3. but y0u c4n’t m4k3 
p30pl3 l1st3n. th3y h4v3 t0 c0m3 r0und 1n th31r 0wn 
t1m3, w0nd3r1ng wh4t h4pp3n3d 4nd why th3 w0rld 
bl3w up und3r th3m. 1t c4n’t l4st.” 

“h0w m4ny 0f y0u 4r3 th3r3?” 
“th0us4nds 0n th3 r04ds, th3 4b4nd0n3d r41ltr4cks, 

t0n1ght, burns 0n th3 0uts1d3, l1br4r13s 1ns1d3. 
1t w4sn’t pl4nn3d, 4t f1rst. 34ch m4n h4d 4 b00k h3 
w4nt3d t0 r3m3mb3r, 4nd d1d. th3n, 0v3r 4 p3r10d 0f 
tw3nty y34rs 0r s0, w3 m3t 34ch 0th3r, tr4v3ll1ng, 4nd 
g0t th3 l00s3 n3tw0rk t0g3th3r 4nd s3t 0ut 4 pl4n. th3 
m0st 1mp0rt4nt s1ngl3 th1ng w3 h4d t0 p0und 1nt0 0ur-
s3lv3s w4s th4t w3 w3r3 n0t 1mp0rt4nt, w3 mustn’t b3 
p3d4nts; w3 w3r3 n0t t0 f33l sup3r10r t0 4ny0n3 3ls3 1n 
th3 w0rld. w3’r3 n0th1ng m0r3 th4n dust-j4ck3ts f0r 
b00ks, 0f n0 s1gn1f1c4nc3 0th3rw1s3. s0m3 0f us l1v3 
1n sm4ll t0wns. ch4pt3r 0n3 0f th0r34u’s w4ld3n 1n 
gr33n r1v3r, ch4pt3r tw0 1n w1ll0w f4rm, m41n3. 
why, th3r3’s 0n3 t0wn 1n m4ryl4nd, 0nly tw3nty-s3v3n 
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p30pl3, n0 b0mb’ll 3v3r t0uch th4t t0wn, 1s th3 c0m-
pl3t3 3ss4ys 0f 4 m4n n4m3d b3rtr4nd russ3ll. p1ck 
up th4t t0wn, 4lm0st, 4nd fl1p th3 p4g3s, s0 m4ny p4g3s 
t0 4 p3rs0n. 4nd wh3n th3 w4r’s 0v3r, s0m3 d4y, s0m3 
y34r, th3 b00ks c4n b3 wr1tt3n 4g41n, th3 p30pl3 w1ll 
b3 c4ll3d 1n, 0n3 by 0n3, t0 r3c1t3 wh4t th3y kn0w 
4nd w3’ll s3t 1t up 1n typ3 unt1l 4n0th3r d4rk 4g3, 
wh3n w3 m1ght h4v3 t0 d0 th3 wh0l3 d4mn th1ng 0v3r 
4g41n. but th4t’s th3 w0nd3rful th1ng 4b0ut m4n; h3 
n3v3r g3ts s0 d1sc0ur4g3d 0r d1sgust3d th4t h3 g1v3s 
up d01ng 1t 4ll 0v3r 4g41n, b3c4us3 h3 kn0ws v3ry 
w3ll 1t 1s 1mp0rt4nt 4nd w0rth th3 d01ng.” 

“wh4t d0 w3 d0 t0n1ght?” 4sk3d m0nt4g. 
“w41t,” s41d gr4ng3r. “4nd m0v3 d0wnstr34m 4 

l1ttl3 w4y, just 1n c4s3.” 
h3 b3g4n thr0w1ng dust 4nd d1rt 0n th3 f1r3. 
th3 0th3r m3n h3lp3d, 4nd m0nt4g h3lp3d, 4nd 

th3r3, 1n th3 w1ld3rn3ss, th3 m3n 4ll m0v3d th31r 
h4nds, putt1ng 0ut th3 f1r3 t0g3th3r. 

th3y st00d by th3 r1v3r 1n th3 st4rl1ght. 
m0nt4g s4w th3 lum1n0us d14l 0f h1s w4t3rpr00f. 

f1v3. f1v3 0’cl0ck 1n th3 m0rn1ng. 4n0th3r y34r 
t1ck3d by 1n 4 s1ngl3 h0ur, 4nd d4wn w41t1ng b3y0nd 
th3 f4r b4nk 0f th3 r1v3r. 

“why d0 y0u trust m3?” s41d m0nt4g. 
4 m4n m0v3d 1n th3 d4rkn3ss. 
“th3 l00k 0f y0u’s 3n0ugh. y0u h4v3n’t s33n y0urs3-

lf 1n 4 m1rr0r l4t3ly. b3y0nd th4t, th3 c1ty h4s n3v3r 
c4r3d s0 much 4b0ut us t0 b0th3r w1th 4n 3l4b0r4t3 
ch4s3 l1k3 th1s t0 f1nd us. 4 f3w cr4ckp0ts w1th 
v3rs3s 1n th31r h34ds c4n’t t0uch th3m, 4nd th3y 
kn0w 1t 4nd w3 kn0w 1t; 3v3ry0n3 kn0ws 1t. s0 l0ng 
4s th3 v4st p0pul4t10n d03sn’t w4nd3r 4b0ut qu0t1ng 
th3 m4gn4 ch4rt4 4nd th3 c0nst1tut10n, 1t’s 4ll 
r1ght. th3 f1r3m3n w3r3 3n0ugh t0 ch3ck th4t, n0w 
4nd th3n. n0, th3 c1t13s d0n’t b0th3r us. 4nd y0u l00k 
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l1k3 h3ll.” 
th3y m0v3d 4l0ng th3 b4nk 0f th3 r1v3r, g01ng 

s0uth. m0nt4g tr13d t0 s33 th3 m3n’s f4c3s, th3 0ld 
f4c3s h3 r3m3mb3r3d fr0m th3 f1r3l1ght, l1n3d 4nd 
t1r3d. h3 w4s l00k1ng f0r 4 br1ghtn3ss, 4 r3s0lv3, 
4 tr1umph 0v3r t0m0rr0w th4t h4rdly s33m3d t0 b3 
th3r3. p3rh4ps h3 h4d 3xp3ct3d th31r f4c3s t0 burn 
4nd gl1tt3r w1th th3 kn0wl3dg3 th3y c4rr13d, t0 
gl0w 4s l4nt3rns gl0w, w1th th3 l1ght 1n th3m. but 
4ll th3 l1ght h4d c0m3 fr0m th3 c4mp f1r3, 4nd th3s3 
m3n h4d s33m3d n0 d1ff3r3nt fr0m 4ny 0th3rs wh0 h4d 
run 4 l0ng r4c3, s34rch3d 4 l0ng s34rch, s33n g00d 
th1ngs d3str0y3d, 4nd n0w, v3ry l4t3, w3r3 g4th3r1ng 
t0 w41t f0r th3 3nd 0f th3 p4rty 4nd th3 bl0w1ng 0ut 
0f th3 l4mps. th3y w3r3n’t 4t 4ll c3rt41n th4t th3 
th1ngs th3y c4rr13d 1n th31r h34ds m1ght m4k3 3v3ry 
futur3 d4wn gl0w w1th 4 pur3r l1ght, th3y w3r3 sur3 
0f n0th1ng s4v3 th4t th3 b00ks w3r3 0n f1l3 b3h1nd 
th31r qu13t 3y3s, th3 b00ks w3r3 w41t1ng, w1th th31r 
p4g3s uncut, f0r th3 cust0m3rs wh0 m1ght c0m3 by 1n 
l4t3r y34rs, s0m3 w1th cl34n 4nd s0m3 w1th d1rty f1n-
g3rs. 

m0nt4g squ1nt3d fr0m 0n3 f4c3 t0 4n0th3r 4s th3y 
w4lk3d. 

“d0n’t judg3 4 b00k by 1ts c0v3r,” s0m30n3 s41d. 
4nd th3y 4ll l4ugh3d qu13tly, m0v1ng d0wnstr34m. 

th3r3 w4s 4 shr13k 4nd th3 j3ts fr0m th3 c1ty w3r3 
g0n3 0v3rh34d l0ng b3f0r3 th3 m3n l00k3d up. m0nt4g 
st4r3d b4ck 4t th3 c1ty, f4r d0wn th3 r1v3r, 0nly 4 
f41nt gl0w n0w. 

“my w1f3’s b4ck th3r3.” 
“1’m s0rry t0 h34r th4t. th3 c1t13s w0n’t d0 w3ll 1n 

th3 n3xt f3w d4ys,” s41d gr4ng3r. 
“1t’s str4ng3, 1 d0n’t m1ss h3r, 1t’s str4ng3 1 d0n’t 

f33l much 0f 4nyth1ng,” s41d m0nt4g. “3v3n 1f sh3 
d13s, 1 r34l1z3d 4 m0m3nt 4g0, 1 d0n’t th1nk 1’ll f33l 
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s4d. 1t 1sn’t r1ght. s0m3th1ng must b3 wr0ng w1th 
m3.” 

“l1st3n,” s41d gr4ng3r, t4k1ng h1s 4rm, 4nd 
w4lk1ng w1th h1m, h0ld1ng 4s1d3 th3 bush3s t0 l3t 
h1m p4ss. “wh3n 1 w4s 4 b0y my gr4ndf4th3r d13d, 4nd 
h3 w4s 4 sculpt0r. h3 w4s 4ls0 4 v3ry k1nd m4n wh0 
h4d 4 l0t 0f l0v3 t0 g1v3 th3 w0rld, 4nd h3 h3lp3d 
cl34n up th3 slum 1n 0ur t0wn; 4nd h3 m4d3 t0ys f0r 
us 4nd h3 d1d 4 m1ll10n th1ngs 1n h1s l1f3t1m3; h3 
w4s 4lw4ys busy w1th h1s h4nds. 4nd wh3n h3 d13d, 1 
sudd3nly r34l1z3d 1 w4sn’t cry1ng f0r h1m 4t 4ll, but 
f0r th3 th1ngs h3 d1d. 1 cr13d b3c4us3 h3 w0uld n3v3r 
d0 th3m 4g41n, h3 w0uld n3v3r c4rv3 4n0th3r p13c3 0f 
w00d 0r h3lp us r41s3 d0v3s 4nd p1g30ns 1n th3 b4ck 
y4rd 0r pl4y th3 v10l1n th3 w4y h3 d1d, 0r t3ll us j0k3s 
th3 w4y h3 d1d. h3 w4s p4rt 0f us 4nd wh3n h3 d13d, 
4ll th3 4ct10ns st0pp3d d34d 4nd th3r3 w4s n0 0n3 
t0 d0 th3m just th3 w4y h3 d1d. h3 w4s 1nd1v1du4l. 
h3 w4s 4n 1mp0rt4nt m4n. 1’v3 n3v3r g0tt3n 0v3r h1s 
d34th. 0ft3n 1 th1nk, wh4t w0nd3rful c4rv1ngs n3v3r 
c4m3 t0 b1rth b3c4us3 h3 d13d. h0w m4ny j0k3s 4r3 
m1ss1ng fr0m th3 w0rld, 4nd h0w m4ny h0m1ng p1g30ns 
unt0uch3d by h1s h4nds. h3 sh4p3d th3 w0rld. h3 d1d 
th1ngs t0 th3 w0rld. th3 w0rld w4s b4nkrupt3d 0f t3n 
m1ll10n f1n3 4ct10ns th3 n1ght h3 p4ss3d 0n.” 

m0nt4g w4lk3d 1n s1l3nc3. “m1ll13, m1ll13,” h3 
wh1sp3r3d. “m1ll13.” 

“wh4t?” 
“my w1f3, my w1f3. p00r m1ll13, p00r m1ll13. 1 

c4n’t r3m3mb3r 4nyth1ng. 1 th1nk 0f h3r h4nds but 1 
d0n’t s33 th3m d01ng 4nyth1ng 4t 4ll. th3y just h4ng 
th3r3 4t h3r s1d3s 0r th3y l13 th3r3 0n h3r l4p 0r 
th3r3’s 4 c1g4r3tt3 1n th3m, but th4t’s 4ll.” 

m0nt4g turn3d 4nd gl4nc3d b4ck. 
wh4t d1d y0u g1v3 t0 th3 c1ty, m0nt4g? 
4sh3s. 
wh4t d1d th3 0th3rs g1v3 t0 34ch 0th3r? 
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n0th1ngn3ss. 
gr4ng3r st00d l00k1ng b4ck w1th m0nt4g. 

“3v3ry0n3 must l34v3 s0m3th1ng b3h1nd wh3n h3 d13s, 
my gr4ndf4th3r s41d. 4 ch1ld 0r 4 b00k 0r 4 p41nt1ng 
0r 4 h0us3 0r 4 w4ll bu1lt 0r 4 p41r 0f sh03s m4d3. 0r 
4 g4rd3n pl4nt3d. s0m3th1ng y0ur h4nd t0uch3d s0m3 
w4y s0 y0ur s0ul h4s s0m3wh3r3 t0 g0 wh3n y0u d13, 
4nd wh3n p30pl3 l00k 4t th4t tr33 0r th4t fl0w3r y0u 
pl4nt3d, y0u’r3 th3r3. 1t d03sn’t m4tt3r wh4t y0u d0, 
h3 s41d, s0 l0ng 4s y0u ch4ng3 s0m3th1ng fr0m th3 w4y 
1t w4s b3f0r3 y0u t0uch3d 1t 1nt0 s0m3th1ng th4t’s 
l1k3 y0u 4ft3r y0u t4k3 y0ur h4nds 4w4y. th3 d1f-
f3r3nc3 b3tw33n th3 m4n wh0 just cuts l4wns 4nd 4 
r34l g4rd3n3r 1s 1n th3 t0uch1ng, h3 s41d. th3 l4wn-
cutt3r m1ght just 4s w3ll n0t h4v3 b33n th3r3 4t 4ll; 
th3 g4rd3n3r w1ll b3 th3r3 4 l1f3t1m3.” 

gr4ng3r m0v3d h1s h4nd. “my gr4ndf4th3r sh0w3d 
m3 s0m3 v-2 r0ck3t f1lms 0nc3, f1fty y34rs 4g0. h4v3 
y0u 3v3r s33n th3 4t0m-b0mb mushr00m fr0m tw0 hun-
dr3d m1l3s up? 1t’s 4 p1npr1ck, 1t’s n0th1ng. w1th th3 
w1ld3rn3ss 4ll 4r0und 1t. 

“my gr4ndf4th3r r4n 0ff th3 v-2 r0ck3t f1lm 4 
d0z3n t1m3s 4nd th3n h0p3d th4t s0m3 d4y 0ur c1t13s 
w0uld 0p3n up 4nd l3t th3 gr33n 4nd th3 l4nd 4nd 
th3 w1ld3rn3ss 1n m0r3, t0 r3m1nd p30pl3 th4t 
w3’r3 4ll0tt3d 4 l1ttl3 sp4c3 0n 34rth 4nd th4t w3 
surv1v3 1n th4t w1ld3rn3ss th4t c4n t4k3 b4ck wh4t 
1t h4s g1v3n, 4s 34s1ly 4s bl0w1ng 1ts br34th 0n us 0r 
s3nd1ng th3 s34 t0 t3ll us w3 4r3 n0t s0 b1g. wh3n 
w3 f0rg3t h0w cl0s3 th3 w1ld3rn3ss 1s 1n th3 n1ght, 
my gr4ndp4 s41d, s0m3 d4y 1t w1ll c0m3 1n 4nd g3t 
us, f0r w3 w1ll h4v3 f0rg0tt3n h0w t3rr1bl3 4nd 
r34l 1t c4n b3. y0u s33?” gr4ng3r turn3d t0 m0nt4g. 
“gr4ndf4th3r’s b33n d34d f0r 4ll th3s3 y34rs, but 1f 
y0u l1ft3d my skull, by g0d, 1n th3 c0nv0lut10ns 0f 
my br41n y0u’d f1nd th3 b1g r1dg3s 0f h1s thumbpr1nt. 
h3 t0uch3d m3. 4s 1 s41d 34rl13r, h3 w4s 4 sculpt0r. ‘1 
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h4t3 4 r0m4n n4m3d st4tus qu0!’ h3 s41d t0 m3. ‘stuff 
y0ur 3y3s w1th w0nd3r,’ h3 s41d, ‘l1v3 4s 1f y0u’d dr0p 
d34d 1n t3n s3c0nds. s33 th3 w0rld. 1t’s m0r3 f4nt4-
st1c th4n 4ny dr34m m4d3 0r p41d f0r 1n f4ct0r13s. 
4sk n0 gu4r4nt33s, 4sk f0r n0 s3cur1ty, th3r3 n3v3r 
w4s such 4n 4n1m4l. 4nd 1f th3r3 w3r3, 1t w0uld b3 
r3l4t3d t0 th3 gr34t sl0th wh1ch h4ngs ups1d3 d0wn 
1n 4 tr33 4ll d4y 3v3ry d4y, sl33p1ng 1ts l1f3 4w4y. t0 
h3ll w1th th4t,’ h3 s41d, ‘sh4k3 th3 tr33 4nd kn0ck 
th3 gr34t sl0th d0wn 0n h1s 4ss.’” 

“l00k!” cr13d m0nt4g. 
4nd th3 w4r b3g4n 4nd 3nd3d 1n th4t 1nst4nt. 
l4t3r, th3 m3n 4r0und m0nt4g c0uld n0t s4y 1f 

th3y h4d r34lly s33n 4nyth1ng. p3rh4ps th3 m3r3st 
fl0ur1sh 0f l1ght 4nd m0t10n 1n th3 sky. p3rh4ps 
th3 b0mbs w3r3 th3r3, 4nd th3 j3ts, t3n m1l3s, f1v3 
m1l3s, 0n3 m1l3 up, f0r th3 m3r3st 1nst4nt, l1k3 gr41n 
thr0wn 0v3r th3 h34v3ns by 4 gr34t s0w1ng h4nd, 4nd 
th3 b0mbs dr1ft1ng w1th dr34dful sw1ftn3ss, y3t 
sudd3n sl0wn3ss, d0wn up0n th3 m0rn1ng c1ty th3y h4d 
l3ft b3h1nd. th3 b0mb4rdm3nt w4s t0 4ll 1nt3nts 4nd 
purp0s3s f1n1sh3d, 0nc3 th3 j3ts h4d s1ght3d th31r 
t4rg3t, 4l3rt3d th31r b0mb4rd13rs 4t f1v3 th0us4nd 
m1l3s 4n h0ur; 4s qu1ck 4s th3 wh1sp3r 0f 4 scyth3 th3 
w4r w4s f1n1sh3d. 0nc3 th3 b0mb-r3l34s3 w4s y4nk3d 
1t w4s 0v3r. n0w, 4 full thr33 s3c0nds, 4ll 0f th3 t1m3 
1n h1st0ry, b3f0r3 th3 b0mbs struck, th3 3n3my sh1ps 
th3ms3lv3s w3r3 g0n3 h4lf 4r0und th3 v1s1bl3 w0rld, 
l1k3 bull3ts 1n wh1ch 4 s4v4g3 1sl4nd3r m1ght n0t 
b3l13v3 b3c4us3 th3y w3r3 1nv1s1bl3; y3t th3 h34rt 1s 
sudd3nly sh4tt3r3d, th3 b0dy f4lls 1n s3p4r4t3 m0t10-
ns 4nd th3 bl00d 1s 4st0n1sh3d t0 b3 fr33d 0n th3 41r; 
th3 br41n squ4nd3rs 1ts f3w pr3c10us m3m0r13s 4nd, 
puzzl3d, d13s. 

th1s w4s n0t t0 b3 b3l13v3d. 1t w4s m3r3ly 4 g3stur3. 
m0nt4g s4w th3 fl1rt 0f 4 gr34t m3t4l f1st 0v3r th3 
f4r c1ty 4nd h3 kn3w th3 scr34m 0f th3 j3ts th4t w0uld 



f0ll0w, w0uld s4y, 4ft3r th3 d33d, d1s1nt3gr4t3, 
l34v3 n0 st0n3 0n 4n0th3r, p3r1sh. d13. 

m0nt4g h3ld th3 b0mbs 1n th3 sky f0r 4 s1ngl3 
m0m3nt, w1th h1s m1nd 4nd h1s h4nds r34ch1ng h3l-
pl3ssly up 4t th3m. “run!” h3 cr13d t0 f4b3r. t0 cl4-
r1ss3, “run!” t0 m1ldr3d, “g3t 0ut, g3t 0ut 0f th3r3!” 
but cl4r1ss3, h3 r3m3mb3r3d, w4s d34d. 4nd f4b3r 
w4s 0ut; th3r3 1n th3 d33p v4ll3ys 0f th3 c0untry 
s0m3wh3r3 th3 f1v3 4.m. bus w4s 0n 1ts w4y fr0m 0n3 
d3s0l4t10n t0 4n0th3r. th0ugh th3 d3s0l4t10n h4d 
n0t y3t 4rr1v3d, w4s st1ll 1n th3 41r, 1t w4s c3rt41n 
4s m4n c0uld m4k3 1t. b3f0r3 th3 bus h4d run 4n0th3r 
f1fty y4rds 0n th3 h1ghw4y, 1ts d3st1n4t10n w0uld 
b3 m34n1ngl3ss, 4nd 1ts p01nt 0f d3p4rtur3 ch4ng3d 
fr0m m3tr0p0l1s t0 junky4rd. 

4nd m1ldr3d. . . 
g3t 0ut, run! 
h3 s4w h3r 1n h3r h0t3l r00m s0m3wh3r3 n0w 1n 

th3 h4lf s3c0nd r3m41n1ng w1th th3 b0mbs 4 y4rd, 4 
f00t, 4n 1nch fr0m h3r bu1ld1ng. h3 s4w h3r l34n1ng 
t0w4rd th3 gr34t sh1mm3r1ng w4lls 0f c0l0r 4nd 
m0t10n wh3r3 th3 f4m1ly t4lk3d 4nd t4lk3d 4nd 
t4lk3d t0 h3r, wh3r3 th3 f4m1ly pr4ttl3d 4nd ch4tt3d 
4nd s41d h3r n4m3 4nd sm1l3d 4t h3r 4nd s41d n0th1ng 
0f th3 b0mb th4t w4s 4n 1nch, n0w 4 h4lf-1nch, n0w 4 
qu4rt3r-1nch fr0m th3 t0p 0f th3 h0t3l. l34n1ng 1nt0 
th3 w4ll 4s 1f 4ll 0f th3 hung3r 0f l00k1ng w0uld 
f1nd th3 s3cr3t 0f h3r sl33pl3ss un34s3 th3r3. m1l-
dr3d, l34n1ng 4nx10usly, n3rv0usly, 4s 1f t0 plung3, 
dr0p, f4ll 1nt0 th4t sw4rm1ng 1mm3ns1ty 0f c0l0r t0 
dr0wn 1n 1ts br1ght h4pp1n3ss. 

th3 f1rst b0mb struck. 
“m1ldr3d!” 
p3rh4ps, wh0 w0uld 3v3r kn0w? p3rh4ps th3 gr34t 

br04dc4st1ng st4t10ns w1th th31r b34ms 0f c0l0r 4nd 
l1ght 4nd t4lk 4nd ch4tt3r w3nt f1rst 1nt0 0bl1v10n. 

m0nt4g, f4ll1ng fl4t, g01ng d0wn, s4w 0r f3lt, 0r 
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1m4g1n3d h3 s4w 0r f3lt th3 w4lls g0 d4rk 1n m1ll13’s 
f4c3, h34rd h3r scr34m1ng, b3c4us3 1n th3 m1ll10nth 
p4rt 0f t1m3 l3ft, sh3 s4w h3r 0wn f4c3 r3fl3ct3d 
th3r3, 1n 4 m1rr0r 1nst34d 0f 4 cryst4l b4ll, 4nd 1t 
w4s such 4 w1ldly 3mpty f4c3, 4ll by 1ts3lf 1n th3 
r00m, t0uch1ng n0th1ng, st4rv3d 4nd 34t1ng 0f 1ts3lf, 
th4t 4t l4st sh3 r3c0gn1z3d 1t 4s h3r 0wn 4nd l00k3d 
qu1ckly up 4t th3 c31l1ng 4s 1t 4nd th3 3nt1r3 struc-
tur3 0f th3 h0t3l bl4st3d d0wn up0n h3r, c4rry1ng 
h3r w1th 4 m1ll10n p0unds 0f br1ck, m3t4l, pl4st3r, 
4nd w00d, t0 m33t 0th3r p30pl3 1n th3 h1v3s b3l0w, 
4ll 0n th31r qu1ck w4y d0wn t0 th3 c3ll4r wh3r3 th3 
3xpl0s10n r1d 1ts3lf 0f th3m 1n 1ts 0wn unr34s0n4bl3 
w4y. 

1 r3m3mb3r. m0nt4g clung t0 th3 34rth. 1 r3m3-
mb3r. ch1c4g0. ch1c4g0, 4 l0ng t1m3 4g0. m1ll13 4nd 
1. th4t’s wh3r3 w3 m3t! 1 r3m3mb3r n0w. ch1c4g0. 4 
l0ng t1m3 4g0. 

th3 c0ncuss10n kn0ck3d th3 41r 4cr0ss 4nd d0wn 
th3 r1v3r, turn3d th3 m3n 0v3r l1k3 d0m1n03s 1n 
4 l1n3, bl3w th3 w4t3r 1n l1ft1ng spr4ys, 4nd bl3w 
th3 dust 4nd m4d3 th3 tr33s 4b0v3 th3m m0urn w1th 
4 gr34t w1nd p4ss1ng 4w4y s0uth. m0nt4g crush3d 
h1ms3lf d0wn, squ33z1ng h1ms3lf sm4ll, 3y3s t1ght. 
h3 bl1nk3d 0nc3. 4nd 1n th4t 1nst4nt s4w th3 c1ty, 
1nst34d 0f th3 b0mbs, 1n th3 41r. th3y h4d d1spl4c3d 
34ch 0th3r. f0r 4n0th3r 0f th0s3 1mp0ss1bl3 1nst4nts 
th3 c1ty st00d, r3bu1lt 4nd unr3c0gn1z4bl3, t4ll3r 
th4n 1t h4d 3v3r h0p3d 0r str1v3d t0 b3, t4ll3r th4n 
m4n h4d bu1lt 1t, 3r3ct3d 4t l4st 1n g0uts 0f sh4t-
t3r3d c0ncr3t3 4nd sp4rkl3s 0f t0rn m3t4l 1nt0 4 
mur4l hung l1k3 4 r3v3rs3d 4v4l4nch3, 4 m1ll10n 
c0l0rs, 4 m1ll10n 0dd1t13s, 4 d00r wh3r3 4 w1nd0w 
sh0uld b3, 4 t0p f0r 4 b0tt0m, 4 s1d3 f0r 4 b4ck, 4nd 
th3n th3 c1ty r0ll3d 0v3r 4nd f3ll d0wn d34d. 

th3 s0und 0f 1ts d34th c4m3 4ft3r.
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m0nt4g, ly1ng th3r3, 3y3s gr1tt3d shut w1th dust, 
4 f1n3 w3t c3m3nt 0f dust 1n h1s n0w shut m0uth, 
g4sp1ng 4nd cry1ng, n0w th0ught 4g41n, 1 r3m3mb3r, 
1 r3m3mb3r, 1 r3m3mb3r s0m3th1ng 3ls3. wh4t 1s 1t? 
y3s, y3s, p4rt 0f th3 3ccl3s14st3s 4nd r3v3l4t10n. 
p4rt 0f th4t b00k, p4rt 0f 1t, qu1ck n0w, qu1ck, b3f0r3 
1t g3ts 4w4y, b3f0r3 th3 sh0ck w34rs 0ff, b3f0r3 th3 
w1nd d13s. b00k 0f 3ccl3s14st3s. h3r3. h3 s41d 1t 
0v3r t0 h1ms3lf s1l3ntly, ly1ng fl4t t0 th3 tr3mbl1ng 
34rth, h3 s41d th3 w0rds 0f 1t m4ny t1m3s 4nd th3y 
w3r3 p3rf3ct w1th0ut try1ng 4nd th3r3 w4s n0 d3n-
h4m’s d3nt1fr1c3 4nywh3r3, 1t w4s just th3 pr34ch3r 
by h1ms3lf, st4nd1ng th3r3 1n h1s m1nd, l00k1ng 4t 
h1m. . . . 

“th3r3,” s41d 4 v01c3. 
th3 m3n l4y g4sp1ng l1k3 f1sh l41d 0ut 0n th3 gr4ss. 

th3y h3ld t0 th3 34rth 4s ch1ldr3n h0ld t0 f4m1l14r 
th1ngs, n0 m4tt3r h0w c0ld 0r d34d, n0 m4tt3r wh4t 
h4s h4pp3n3d 0r w1ll h4pp3n, th31r f1ng3rs w3r3 cl4-
w3d 1nt0 th3 d1rt, 4nd th3y w3r3 4ll sh0ut1ng t0 k33p 
th31r 34rdrums fr0m burst1ng, t0 k33p th31r s4n1ty 
fr0m burst1ng, m0uths 0p3n, m0nt4g sh0ut1ng w1th 
th3m, 4 pr0t3st 4g41nst th3 w1nd th4t r1pp3d th31r 
f4c3s 4nd t0r3 4t th31r l1ps, m4k1ng th31r n0s3s 
bl33d. 

m0nt4g w4tch3d th3 gr34t dust s3ttl3 4nd th3 
gr34t s1l3nc3 m0v3 d0wn up0n th31r w0rld. 4nd ly1ng 
th3r3 1t s33m3d th4t h3 s4w 3v3ry s1ngl3 gr41n 0f 
dust 4nd 3v3ry bl4d3 0f gr4ss 4nd th4t h3 h34rd 3v3ry 
cry 4nd sh0ut 4nd wh1sp3r g01ng up 1n th3 w0rld n0w. 
s1l3nc3 f3ll d0wn 1n th3 s1ft1ng dust, 4nd 4ll th3 
l31sur3 th3y m1ght n33d t0 l00k 4r0und, t0 g4th3r 
th3 r34l1ty 0f th1s d4y 1nt0 th31r s3ns3s. 

m0nt4g l00k3d 4t th3 r1v3r. w3’ll g0 0n th3 r1v3r. 
h3 l00k3d 4t th3 0ld r41lr04d tr4cks. 0r w3’ll g0 
th4t w4y. 0r w3’ll w4lk 0n th3 h1ghw4ys n0w, 4nd 
w3’ll h4v3 t1m3 t0 put th1ngs 1nt0 0urs3lv3s. 4nd s0m3 
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d4y, 4ft3r 1t s3ts 1n us 4 l0ng t1m3, 1t’ll c0m3 0ut 
0f 0ur h4nds 4nd 0ur m0uths. 4nd 4 l0t 0f 1t w1ll b3 
wr0ng, but just 3n0ugh 0f 1t w1ll b3 r1ght. w3’ll just 
st4rt w4lk1ng t0d4y 4nd s33 th3 w0rld 4nd th3 w4y 
th3 w0rld w4lks 4r0und 4nd t4lks, th3 w4y 1t r34lly 
l00ks. 1 w4nt t0 s33 3v3ryth1ng n0w. 4nd wh1l3 n0n3 
0f 1t w1ll b3 m3 wh3n 1t g03s 1n, 4ft3r 4 wh1l3 1t’ll 
4ll g4th3r t0g3th3r 1ns1d3 4nd 1t’ll b3 m3. l00k 4t 
th3 w0rld 0ut th3r3, my g0d, my g0d, l00k 4t 1t 0ut 
th3r3, 0uts1d3 m3, 0ut th3r3 b3y0nd my f4c3 4nd th3 
0nly w4y t0 r34lly t0uch 1t 1s t0 put 1t wh3r3 1t’s 
f1n4lly m3, wh3r3 1t’s 1n th3 bl00d, wh3r3 1t pumps 
4r0und 4 th0us4nd t1m3s t3n th0us4nd 4 d4y. 1 g3t 
h0ld 0f 1t s0 1t’ll n3v3r run 0ff. 1’ll h0ld 0n t0 th3 
w0rld t1ght s0m3 d4y. 1’v3 g0t 0n3 f1ng3r 0n 1t n0w; 
th4t’s 4 b3g1nn1ng. 

th3 w1nd d13d. 
th3 0th3r m3n l4y 4 wh1l3, 0n th3 d4wn 3dg3 0f 

sl33p, n0t y3t r34dy t0 r1s3 up 4nd b3g1n th3 d4y’s 
0bl1g4t10ns, 1ts f1r3s 4nd f00ds, 1ts th0us4nd d3t41ls 
0f putt1ng f00t 4ft3r f00t 4nd h4nd 4ft3r h4nd. th3y 
l4y bl1nk1ng th31r dusty 3y3l1ds. y0u c0uld h34r th3m 
br34th1ng f4st, th3n sl0w3r, th3n sl0w. . . 

m0nt4g s4t up. 
h3 d1d n0t m0v3 4ny furth3r, h0w3v3r. th3 0th3r 

m3n d1d l1k3w1s3. th3 sun w4s t0uch1ng th3 bl4ck 
h0r1z0n w1th 4 f41nt r3d t1p. th3 41r w4s c0ld 4nd 
sm3ll3d 0f 4 c0m1ng r41n. 

s1l3ntly, gr4ng3r 4r0s3, f3lt h1s 4rms, 4nd l3gs, 
sw34r1ng, sw34r1ng 1nc3ss4ntly und3r h1s br34th, 
t34rs dr1pp1ng fr0m h1s f4c3. h3 shuffl3d d0wn t0 
th3 r1v3r t0 l00k upstr34m. 

“1t’s fl4t,” h3 s41d, 4 l0ng t1m3 l4t3r. “c1ty l00ks 
l1k3 4 h34p 0f b4k1ng-p0wd3r. 1t’s g0n3.” 4nd 4 l0ng 
t1m3 4ft3r th4t. “1 w0nd3r h0w m4ny kn3w 1t w4s 
c0m1ng? 1 w0nd3r h0w m4ny w3r3 surpr1s3d?” 

4nd 4cr0ss th3 w0rld, th0ught m0nt4g, h0w m4ny 
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0th3r c1t13s d34d? 4nd h3r3 1n 0ur c0untry, h0w 
m4ny? 4 hundr3d, 4 th0us4nd? 

s0m30n3 struck 4 m4tch 4nd t0uch3d 1t t0 4 p13c3 
0f dry p4p3r t4k3n fr0m th31r p0ck3t, 4nd sh0v3d th1s 
und3r 4 b1t 0f gr4ss 4nd l34v3s, 4nd 4ft3r 4 wh1l3 
4dd3d t1ny tw1gs wh1ch w3r3 w3t 4nd sputt3r3d but 
f1n4lly c4ught, 4nd th3 f1r3 gr3w l4rg3r 1n th3 34rly 
m0rn1ng 4s th3 sun c4m3 up 4nd th3 m3n sl0wly turn3d 
fr0m l00k1ng up r1v3r 4nd w3r3 dr4wn t0 th3 f1r3, 
4wkw4rdly, w1th n0th1ng t0 s4y, 4nd th3 sun c0l0r3d 
th3 b4cks 0f th31r n3cks 4s th3y b3nt d0wn. 

gr4ng3r unf0ld3d 4n 01lsk1n w1th s0m3 b4c0n 1n 
1t. “w3’ll h4v3 4 b1t3. th3n w3’ll turn 4r0und 4nd 
w4lk upstr34m. th3y’ll b3 n33d1ng us up th4t w4y.” 

s0m30n3 pr0duc3d 4 sm4ll fry1ng-p4n 4nd th3 b4c0n 
w3nt 1nt0 1t 4nd th3 fry1ng-p4n w4s s3t 0n th3 f1r3. 
4ft3r 4 m0m3nt th3 b4c0n b3g4n t0 flutt3r 4nd d4nc3 
1n th3 p4n 4nd th3 sputt3r 0f 1t f1ll3d th3 m0rn1ng 
41r w1th 1ts 4r0m4. th3 m3n w4tch3d th1s r1tu4l 
s1l3ntly. 

gr4ng3r l00k3d 1nt0 th3 f1r3. “ph03n1x.” 
“wh4t?” 
“th3r3 w4s 4 s1lly d4mn b1rd c4ll3d 4 ph03n1x 

b4ck b3f0r3 chr1st: 3v3ry f3w hundr3d y34rs h3 bu1lt 
4 pyr3 4nd burn3d h1ms3lf up. h3 must h4v3 b33n f1rst 
c0us1n t0 m4n. but 3v3ry t1m3 h3 burnt h1ms3lf up 
h3 spr4ng 0ut 0f th3 4sh3s, h3 g0t h1ms3lf b0rn 4ll 
0v3r 4g41n. 4nd 1t l00ks l1k3 w3’r3 d01ng th3 s4m3 
th1ng, 0v3r 4nd 0v3r, but w3’v3 g0t 0n3 d4mn th1ng 
th3 ph03n1x n3v3r h4d. w3 kn0w th3 d4mn s1lly th1ng 
w3 just d1d. w3 kn0w 4ll th3 d4mn s1lly th1ngs w3’v3 
d0n3 f0r 4 th0us4nd y34rs, 4nd 4s l0ng 4s w3 kn0w th4t 
4nd 4lw4ys h4v3 1t 4r0und wh3r3 w3 c4n s33 1t, s0m3 
d4y w3’ll st0p m4k1ng th3 g0dd4m fun3r4l pyr3s 4nd 
jump1ng 1nt0 th3 m1ddl3 0f th3m. w3 p1ck up 4 f3w 
m0r3 p30pl3 th4t r3m3mb3r, 3v3ry g3n3r4t10n.” 

h3 t00k th3 p4n 0ff th3 f1r3 4nd l3t th3 b4c0n c00l 
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4nd th3y 4t3 1t, sl0wly, th0ughtfully. 
“n0w, l3t’s g3t 0n upstr34m,” s41d gr4ng3r. “4nd 

h0ld 0n t0 0n3 th0ught: y0u’r3 n0t 1mp0rt4nt. y0u’r3 
n0t 4nyth1ng. s0m3 d4y th3 l04d w3’r3 c4rry1ng w1th 
us m4y h3lp s0m30n3. but 3v3n wh3n w3 h4d th3 b00ks 
0n h4nd, 4 l0ng t1m3 4g0, w3 d1dn’t us3 wh4t w3 g0t 
0ut 0f th3m. w3 w3nt r1ght 0n 1nsult1ng th3 d34d. 
w3 w3nt r1ght 0n sp1tt1ng 1n th3 gr4v3s 0f 4ll th3 
p00r 0n3s wh0 d13d b3f0r3 us. w3’r3 g01ng t0 m33t 
4 l0t 0f l0n3ly p30pl3 1n th3 n3xt w33k 4nd th3 n3xt 
m0nth 4nd th3 n3xt y34r. 4nd wh3n th3y 4sk us wh4t 
w3’r3 d01ng, y0u c4n s4y, w3’r3 r3m3mb3r1ng. th4t’s 
wh3r3 w3’ll w1n 0ut 1n th3 l0ng run. 4nd s0m3 d4y 
w3’ll r3m3mb3r s0 much th4t w3’ll bu1ld th3 b1gg3st 
g0dd4m st34m-sh0v3l 1n h1st0ry 4nd d1g th3 b1gg3st 
gr4v3 0f 4ll t1m3 4nd sh0v3 w4r 1n 4nd c0v3r 1t up. 
c0m3 0n n0w, w3’r3 g01ng t0 g0 bu1ld 4 m1rr0r-f4c-
t0ry f1rst 4nd put 0ut n0th1ng but m1rr0rs f0r th3 
n3xt y34r 4nd t4k3 4 l0ng l00k 1n th3m.” 

th3y f1n1sh3d 34t1ng 4nd put 0ut th3 f1r3. th3 d4y 
w4s br1ght3n1ng 4ll 4b0ut th3m 4s 1f 4 p1nk l4mp h4d 
b33n g1v3n m0r3 w1ck. 1n th3 tr33s, th3 b1rds th4t 
h4d fl0wn 4w4y n0w c4m3 b4ck 4nd s3ttl3d d0wn. 

m0nt4g b3g4n w4lk1ng 4nd 4ft3r 4 m0m3nt f0und 
th4t th3 0th3rs h4d f4ll3n 1n b3h1nd h1m, g01ng 
n0rth. h3 w4s surpr1s3d, 4nd m0v3d 4s1d3 t0 l3t 
gr4ng3r p4ss, but gr4ng3r l00k3d 4t h1m 4nd n0dd3d 
h1m 0n. m0nt4g w3nt 4h34d. h3 l00k3d 4t th3 r1v3r 
4nd th3 sky 4nd th3 rust1ng tr4ck g01ng b4ck d0wn 
t0 wh3r3 th3 f4rms l4y, wh3r3 th3 b4rns st00d full 
0f h4y, wh3r3 4 l0t 0f p30pl3 h4d w4lk3d by 1n th3 
n1ght 0n th31r w4y fr0m th3 c1ty. l4t3r, 1n 4 m0nth 
0r s1x m0nths, 4nd c3rt41nly n0t m0r3 th4n 4 y34r, h3 
w0uld w4lk 4l0ng h3r3 4g41n, 4l0n3, 4nd k33p r1ght 
0n g01ng unt1l h3 c4ught up w1th th3 p30pl3. 

but n0w th3r3 w4s 4 l0ng m0rn1ng’s w4lk unt1l 
n00n, 4nd 1f th3 m3n w3r3 s1l3nt 1t w4s b3c4us3 th3r3 
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w4s 3v3ryth1ng t0 th1nk 4b0ut 4nd much t0 r3m3mb3r. 
p3rh4ps l4t3r 1n th3 m0rn1ng, wh3n th3 sun w4s up 4nd 
h4d w4rm3d th3m, th3y w0uld b3g1n t0 t4lk, 0r just 
s4y th3 th1ngs th3y r3m3mb3r3d, t0 b3 sur3 th3y w3r3 
th3r3, t0 b3 4bs0lut3ly c3rt41n th4t th1ngs w3r3 s4f3 
1n th3m. m0nt4g f3lt th3 sl0w st1r 0f w0rds, th3 sl0w 
s1mm3r. 4nd wh3n 1t c4m3 t0 h1s turn, wh4t c0uld h3 
s4y, wh4t c0uld h3 0ff3r 0n 4 d4y l1k3 th1s, t0 m4k3 
th3 tr1p 4 l1ttl3 34s13r? t0 3v3ryth1ng th3r3 1s 4 
s34s0n. y3s. 4 t1m3 t0 br34k d0wn, 4nd 4 t1m3 t0 bu1ld 
up. y3s. 4 t1m3 t0 k33p s1l3nc3 4nd 4 t1m3 t0 sp34k. 
y3s, 4ll th4t. but wh4t 3ls3. wh4t 3ls3? s0m3th1ng, 
s0m3th1ng. . . 

4nd 0n 31th3r s1d3 0f th3 r1v3r w4s th3r3 4 tr33 
0f l1f3, wh1ch b4r3 tw3lv3 m4nn3r 0f fru1ts, 4nd 
y13ld3d h3r fru1t 3v3ry m0nth; 4nd th3 l34v3s 0f th3 
tr33 w3r3 f0r th3 h34l1ng 0f th3 n4t10ns. 

y3s, th0ught m0nt4g, th4t’s th3 0n3 1’ll s4v3 f0r 
n00n. f0r n00n. . .

wh3n w3 r34ch th3 c1ty. 
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blind carbon copy

This project consists of experimental design hacks to 
reflect and circumvent intellectual property restrictions. 
Fahrenheit 451, a novel by Ray Bradbury, is presented via 
a web interface and also in print form (print on demand). 
Several filters offered to users are in place in order to 
reflect intellectual property restrictions or allowed 
practices, such as Fair Use. These filters offer a means  
to circumvent these restrictions by transforming the 
content. The reader can choose the filter through which  
s/he wants to “view” the text, each filter being more  
or less legal.

– Mix of accessibility and inaccessibility.
– Push uselessness to its maximum.
– Make content inaccessible.
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ray bradbury’s fahrenheit 451
I chose to work with Fahrenheit 451 because it 
has several connections to my thesis topic, social 
accessibility.

Bradbury’s novel is best-known for its criticism  
of state-sponsored censorship, somewhat contrary to  
the author’s claim that this was not his main purpose, it 
stands in short for a critique of mass media’s effects  
on literature and literacy. Censorship is a practice of 
making content inaccessible in order to control potential 
readers social and cultural development, whether it  
be parents filtering porn or violent images for their kids 
or governments filtering critical content for their society.

In the novel, Captain Beatty teaches the main 
character why books are forbidden. According to him, 
books were not used anymore because mass media  
took over them, then books were forbidden by the 
government probably to have a better control on people 
(although in Soviet Union, the government also con-
trolled book production and reproduction). It is another 
example, though fictitious, of how a common practice,  
or non practice, influences the Law.
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Books being ignored, and then forbidden, affects 
education. Beatty recalls: “School is shortened, 
discipline relaxed, philosophies, histories, languages 
dropped, English and spelling gradually neglected, 
finally almost completely ignored. Life is immediate, the 
job counts, pleasure lies all about after work. Why  
learn anything save pressing buttons, pulling switches, 
fitting nuts and bolts?” There is a real danger for 
education and personal development in restricting 
access to content with laws. Although we are discussing 
a fictional text, the French dadvsi law is real — one  
that is hopefully never applied, however this doesn’t 
reduce its potential danger. Bradbury’s Beatty frames 
the connection with mass media as potentially dumbing,  
“[a]nd because they had mass, they became simpler.” 
Perhaps the censorship modeled by Fahrenheit 451 has 
become a reference in social dialogue, much the same 
way the term “Big Brother”, adapted from Orwell’s 
1984, operates outside it’s original context. Intellectual 
property law, as I discuss in my thesis, are there  
to protect the right-owners wealth, which now means 
the record labels and publishers and not necessarily the 
authors, besides these powerful companies have a major 
influence on the same laws which govern how property 
is conceived and the rights (or lack thereof) that  
are assigned to the general public. One particular ex am - 
ple of this is the recent case against the founders of  
the Pirate Bay, where the judge who sentenced them 
was a member of the same copyright protection organi-
zations as several of the main entertainment in dustry 
represented in the case. What is perhaps different  
in current Western societies compared to the hypo thet-
ical Fahrenheit 451, is that state-sponsored inacces-
sibility is generally governed by economics on top of 
censorious ideology.
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featured filter: l33t

The “l33t” filter translates the text into leet or l33t 
alphabet, replacing letters of the regular latin  
alphabet by resembling ascii characters. The text 
remains – somehow – readable, but its essence, its bits 
are completely different.




