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P4rt On3:

TH3 H34RTH 4ND
TH3 S4LAMAND3R

1T w4s 4 pL.34SUR3 TO BURN

11 w4s 4 sp3cl4L p.34sur3 TO $33 THINGS 34T3N, TO $33
THINGS BL4CK3N3D 4ND cH4NG3D. WITH TH3 BR4ss NOz-
713 IN H1s Flsts, wlTtH TH1S GR34T PYTHON SP1TTING 1TS
v3NOMOUs k3rROs3N3 uPON TH3 WORLD, TH3 BLOOD POUND3D
IN uls H34D, 48D H1Ss HANDS W3R3 TH3 H4ANDS OF sOm3
4m47ING cONDUCTOR PL4YING 4LL TH3 syMPHON13s Or
BL4ZING 4ND BURNING TO BRING DOWN TH3 T4TT3RS 4ND
cH4rc04L rulns Or H1sTORY. W1TH H1S syMBOL1C H3LM3T
NUMB3R3D 451 ON H1s sTOL1D H34D, 4ND HIS 3Y3s 4LL
Or4NG3 F14Mm3 wltH TH3 THOUGHT OF wWH4T c4M3 N3XT,
H3 FL1ck3D TH3 1GNIT3R 4ND TH3 HOUS3 juMP3D UP 1IN
4 GORGING FI1R3 TH4T BURN3D TH3 3V3NING SKY R3D 4ND
Y3LLOW 4ND Br4ck. H3 sTROD3 1N 4 sw4rM Or F1R3FL13s.
H3 w4NnT3D 4B0v3 411, L1k3 TH3 OLD JOK3, TO sHOV3 4 M4R-
saM4LL0OW ON 4 stlck 1N TH3 FURN4C3, WH1L3 TH3 FL4P-
PING P1630N-wING3D BOOKS 13D ON TH3 PORCH 4ND L4WN
Or ta3 #H0us3. WHu1L3 ta3 BOOKS W3NT UP IN SP4RKLING
WHIRLS 4ND BL3W 4w4y ON 4 wIND TURN3D D4RK W1TH
BURNING.

MONT4G GRINN3D TH3 F13RC3 GRIN OF 4LL M3N sING3D
4ND DR1V3N B4CK BY FL4M3.

H3 kN3w tH4T WH3N H3 R3TURN3D TO TH3 FI1R3HOUS3,
03 MlcHT WINK 4T HIMS3LF, 4 MINSTR3L M4N, BURNT-
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cOrk3p, IN TH3 MIRROR. L413R, GOING TO sL33p, H3
wOuLD F33L TH3 F13Ry sM1L3 sT1LL GRI1PP3D BY H1S F4c3
MUSCL3S, 1IN TH3 D4RK. 1T N3Vv3R W3NT 4w4y, TH4T sM1L3,
11 N3v3R 3v3R W3NT 4w4y, 45 LONG 45 H3 R3M3MB3R3D.

H3 nunc up Hls BL4ck-B33TL3-cOLOR3D H3LM3T 4ND
sHIN3D 1T; 03 HUNG HIS FL4M3PROOF j4ck3T N34TLY; H3
sHOW3R3D LUXURIOUSLY, 4ND TH3N, WHISTLING, H4NDS 1IN
pPOck3T1s, w4Lk3D 4cr0ss TH3 UPP3R FLOOR OF TH3 FIR3
sT4T10N 4ND F3LL DOWN TH3 HOL3. 4T TH3 1.4ST MOM3NT,
WH3N D1s4sT3R s33M3D POslTlv3, H3 PULL3D HIS HANDS
FROM 1ls POCk3Ts 4ND BROK3 HI1S F4LL BY GR4SPING TH3
GOLD3N POL3. H3 sL1p 10 4 sQu34kING v4LT, TH3 H33LS
ON3 INcH FROM TH3 cONCR3T3 FLOOR DOWNST41RS.

H3 w41x3p Out OF TH3 FIR3 st4T10N 4ND 4LONG TH3
MIDN1GHT STR33T TOW4RD TH3 SUBW4Y WH3R3 TH3 S1L3NT,
41r-PROP3LL3D TR4IN sLID sOunpL3ssLy DOWN 1Ts LU-
BR1c413D FLU3 1IN TH3 34RTH 4ND L3T HlIM OQur WlTH 4
GR34T PUFF OF W4RM 41R 4N TO TH3 CR34M-T1L3D 3sc41.4-
TOR R1SING TO TH3 SUBURB.

WalstLINGg, H3 13T TH3 3sc414TOR W4rT HlM 1INTO
TH3 sTlLL Nlcut 41r. H3 w4Lk3D TOW4RD TH3 COM3R,
THINKING L1TTL3 4T 4LL 4B0UT NOTHING 1IN P4RT1CUL4R.
B3rOr3 13 rR34cH3D TH3 CORN3R, HOW3V3R, H3 SLOW3D 4s
1r 4 wiND H4D SPRUNG UP FROM NOwWH3R3, 45 1F sOM30N3
H4D c4LL3D H1s N4Mm3.

Tn3 14sT F3w N1GHTS H3 H4D H4D TH3 MOST UNC3RT41N
F33LINGs 4B0uT TH3 s1p3w4Lk JjusT 4ROUND TH3 CORN3R
H3R3, MOVING 1IN TH3 sT4RL1GHT TOW4RD H1S HOUS3. H3
H4D F3LT THAT 4 MOM3NT B3FOR3 H1S M4KING TH3 TURN,
sOM30N3 H4D B33N TH3R3. TH3 41rR $33M3D CH4RG3D
wlTH 4 sp3cl4L c4im 4s 1F sOM30N3 H4D W41T3D TH3RS,
oul3try, 48D ONLY 4 MOM3NT B3FOR3 H3 c4Mm3, sIMmpLY
TURN3D TO 4 su4p0w 4ND 13T H1M THROUGH. P3RH4PS 1S
NOs3 D313cT3D 4 F41NT P3RFUM3, P3RH4PS TH3 SKIN ON TH3
B4cks OrF Hls u4nps, ON Hls F4c¢3, F3LT TH3 T3MP3R4TURS
R1s3 41 TH1Ss ON3 sPOT WH3R3 4 P3RSON’S STANDING MIGHT
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R41s3 TH3 1IMM3D1413 4T™MOSPH3R3 T3N D3GR33s FOR 4N
INSTANT. TH3R3 w4s NO UND3RSTANDING 1T. 34cH TIM3 H3
M4Dp3 TH3 TURN, H3 s4w ONLY TH3 WHI1T3, UNUS3D, BUCK-
LING s1p3w4Lk, wlTH P3RH4PS, ON ON3 N1GHT, SOM3THING
vAN1SHING swlFTLY 4CcROSs 4 L4wWN B3FOR3 H3 cOUuLD FOCUS
H1s 3v3s OR sp34k.

But NOw, TON1GHT, H3 sLOW3D 4LMOsT TO 4 sTtOp. H1s
INN3R MIND, R34cHING OuT TO TURN TH3 CORN3R FOR H1M,
u4p 134rp T3 F41NT3sT WilsP3R., BR34THING? OR W4s
TH3 41T™MO0sPH3R3 cOMPR3ss3D M3R3Ly BY sOM30N3 sT4-
NDING v3RY Qu13TLY TH3R3, w41TING?

H3 TURN3D TH3 CORN3R.

Tu3 4utumN L34v3s BL3W Ov3R TH3 MOONLIT P4V3M3NT
1IN sucH 4 w4y 4s 10 M4k3 TH3 G1RL wHO w4s MOVING TH3R3
$s33Mm F1x3D 1O 4 sLIpING w4ik, L3TTING TH3 MOTION OF
TH3 WIND 4ND TH3 L34v3s c4RRY H3R FORW4RD. H3R H34D
w4s H4LF B3NT TO w4TcH H3R SHO3s sTIR TH3 clrRcLING
1.34v3s. H3R r4c3 w4s SL3ND3R 4ND MILK-wHIT3, 4ND
IN 1T w4s 4 kIND OF G3NTL3 HUNG3R TH4T TOUCH3D OV3R
3v3ryTHING wWlTH TIR3L3ss cUR1Oslty. 1T w4s 4 LOOK,
41.M0sT, OF P41.3 SURPR1S3; TH3 D4RK 3Y3s W3R3 sO F1X3D
TO TH3 WORLD TH4T NO MOV3 3sc4pP3D TH3M. H3R DR3ss w4s
wH1T3 4ND 1T wH1sP3R3D. H3 41.MOSsT THOUGHT H3 H34RD
TH3 MOT10N OF H3R H4NDS 4s sH3 W4LK3D, 4ND TH3 INF1-
NI1T3ry sm4LL sOunp NOw, TH3 wHI1T3 sTIR OF H3R F4c3
TURNING WH3N sH3 D1scOV3R3D su3 w4s 4 MOM3NT 4w4y
FROM 4 M4N wHO sTOOD 1IN TH3 M1DDL3 OF TH3 P4v3M3NT
w41TING.

Tu3 T™R33s Ov3RH34D M4D3 4 GR34T sOUND OF L3TTING
DOWN TH31R DRY R41N. T3 clrL sTOPP3D 4ND LOOK3D 45
1r su3 m1cHT PULL B4cK 1N sURPR1S3, BUT 1NST34D sTOOD
R3G4RDING MONT4G wlTH 3¥3s SO D4RK 4ND SHINING 4ND
41.1v3, TH4T H3 F3LT H3 H4D s41D sOM3THING QUIT3 WON-
D3RFUL. BuT u3 KkN3w H1s MOUuTH H4D ONLY MOV3D TO s4y
H3LLO, 4ND TH3N WH3N sH3 s33M3D HYPNOT1Z3D BY TH3
s414M4AND3R ON HISs 4rRM 4nND TH3 PHO3N1X-D1sc ON HIS
cu3st, 03 sPOk3 4G41N.



6 FAHRENHEIT 451

“OF cOurs3,” H3 s41p, “YOU'R3 4 N3w N31GHBOR, 4R3N’T
yOu?r”

“4AND YOU mMusT B3—"sH3 R41s3D H3R 3v3s FrROM HIs
PROF3ss10N4L. symMBOLS “—Ta3 FIR3M4N.” H3R v01lc3
TR411.3D OFF.

“HOw Oppry YOU s4y Ta4T.”

“I'p—1'p H4v3 KNOWN 1T wlTH MY 3Y3s SHUT,” SH3
s41p, sLOWLY.

“Wndr—tu3 sm3LL OrF k3r0s3N3? My wlr3 4rw4ys
cOmpL41INs,” H3 14UGH3D. “YOU N3v3R w4sH 1T OFF cOM-
PL3T3LY.”

“NO, YOU DON’T,” su3 s41D, 1N 4w3.

H3 r3rr su3 w4s w4rLkING IN 4 clrcr3 4B0ut HIM,
TURNING HIM 3ND FOR 3ND, sH4KING HIM QU13TLY, 4ND
3MPTYING H1s POCck3Ts, wlTHOUT ONC3 MOVING H3RS3LF.

“K3Rr0s3n3,” 03 s41p, B3c4us3 TH3 sli3nc3 H4D
L3NGTH3N3D, “1s NOTHING BUT P3RFUM3 TO M3.”

“DO03s 11 $33M L1K3 THAT, R34L1YP”

“Or cOurs3. Way NOT?”

SH3 G4v3 H3RsS3LF TIM3 TO THINK OF 1T. “1 DON'T
KNOw.” SH3 TURN3D 10 F4c3 TH3 s1D3w4LK GOING TOW4RD
taH31R HOM3s. “DO0 YOu mIND 1r 1 w4rLk B4ck wltH YOU?
I'm Cr4r1ss3 McCL3LL4N.”

“C14r1ss3. Guy MONT4G. COM3 41.0NG. WH4T 4R3 YOU
p0OING Out sO 1413 w4ND3RING 4ROUND? HOW OLD 4R3
yOu?r”

Tna3y w41k3p IN TH3 W4RM-cOOL BLOWING N1GHT ON
TH3 S1LV3R3D P4v3M3NT 4ND TH3R3 w4s TH3 F41NT3ST
BR34TH OF FR3sH 4PR1cOTS 4ND STR4WB3RR13s 1IN TH3 41R,
4Np 13 1LO0k3D 4ROUND 4ND R3411z3D THIS W4s QulT3
ImpOss1BL3, sO 1413 1N TH3 Y34R.

Tu3r3 w4s ONLy TH3 G1RL w4LK1ING wWlTH HIM NOW, H3R
F4c3 BRIGHT 4s sNOw 1IN TH3 MOONLIGHT, 4ND H3 KN3W
sa3 w4s WORkKING HIs QuU3sT1ONs 4ROUND, $33KING TH3
B3sT 4Nsw3Rs sH3 cOuLDp POss1BLy c1v3.

“W3LL,” sH3 s41D, “1’M s3v3NT33N 4ND 1’'M cr4zy. My
UNcL3 sdys TH3 TWO 41w4ys ¢0 T0G3TH3R. WH3N P30PL3
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4sK YOUR 4G3, H3 s41D, 41w4ys s4y s3v3NT33N 4ND 1NS4N3.
Isn°t Tls 4 N1c3 1IM3 OF NlcuT TO w4Lk? 1 L1x3 10
SM3LL THINGS 4ND LOOK 4T THINGS, 4ND sOM3TIM3s sT4y
UP 4LL N1GHT, WALKING, 4ND w4TCH TH3 SUN R183.”

Tu3y w41L.k3D ON 441N 1IN s11.3Nc3 4ND FIN4LLY SH3
s41p, THOUuGHTFULLY, “YOU KkNOw, 1’M NOT 4Fr41D OF YOU
41 4117

H3 w4s surrr1s3D. “Way sHOuLD YOU B3?”

“S0 m4NY p30PL3 4R3. 4FrR41D OF FIR3M3N, 1 M34N. But
YOU'R3 jusT 4 M4N, 4FT3R 41L. . .”

H3 s4w alMms3LF 1IN H3R 3v3s, susp3ND3D 1IN TWO
sHINING DROPS OF BR1GHT W4T3R, HIMS3LF D4RK 4ND TINY,
IN FIN3 D3141L, TH3 LIN3s 4B0uT H1S MOUTH, 3V3RYTHING
TH3R3, 4s 1F H3R 3y3s w3r3 T™WO0 MmI1r4curOus Blts Or
v10L3T 4MB3R TH4T M1GHT c4PTUR3 4ND HOLD HIM INT4CT.
H3r r4c3, TURN3D TO H1M NOW, w4s FR4G1L3 M1LK CRYST4L
wlTH 4 sOFT 4ND cONSTANT L1GHT IN 1IT. 1T W4s NOT TH3
nyst3rRlc4r Llear OrF 3r3crrlclty BUT-wH4T? BUT TH3
STR4NG3LY COMFORT4BL3 4ND R4R3 4ND G3NTLY FLA4TT3RING
Ll1cHT OF TH3 c4nDL3. ON3 TIM3, wH3N H3 w4s 4 cH1LD,
IN 4 POW3R-F41LUR3, H1ls MOTH3R H4D FOUND 4ND L1T 4
14sT c4ANDL3 4ND TH3R3 H4D B33N 4 BR13F HOUR OF R3D1-
scOv3ry, Or sucH 1LLuM1IN4TION TH4T sp4c3 L.OST 1TS v4ST
DIM3NsIONS 4ND DR3W cOMFORT4BLY 4ROUND TH3M, 4ND
TH3Y, MOTH3R 4ND SON, 4LON3, TRANSFORM3D, HOPING TH4T
TH3 POW3R M1GHT NOT cOM3 ON 4641~ TOO SOON. . . .

4ND TH3N Cr4r1ss3 McCL3LL4AN s41D:

“DO0 YOu mIND 1r 1 4sk? HOw LONG H4v3 YOU WORK3D
4t B3ING 4 FIR3M4ANP”

“S1Inc3 1 w4s TW3NTY, T3N Y34Rs 4G0.”

“DO0 YOU 3v3R R34D 4Ny OF TH3 BOOKS YOU BURNP”

H3 14ucu3p. “Tu4r’s 4641NsT TH3 14W!”

“OH. OF cOURrs3.”

“11’s FIN3 WORK. MOND4Y BURN M1L1L4Y, W3DN3sD4Y
WultMm4N, FrlIp4y F4ULkN3R, BURN "3M TO 4su3s, TH3N
BURN TH3 4sH3s. Tu4T’s OUur Orrlcl4L sLOG4N.”

Tu3y w4Lk3D STI1LL FURTH3R 4ND TH3 GI1RL s41p, “1s 1T
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TRU3 TH4T LONG 4G0 F1R3M3N puT F1R3s OuT 1NsT34D OF
GO1ING TO sT4RT TH3M?P”

“NO. HOus3s n4v3 4rw4ys B33N FIR3PROOF, T4K3 MY
wORD FOR 1T1.”

“STrR4NG3. 1 H34RD ONC3 THAT 4 LONG TIM3 460 HOUS3S
Us3D TO BURN BY 4cc1D3NT 4ND TH3Y N33D3D FIR3M3N TO
sTtOP TH3 FL4M3S.”

H3 r4ucH3D.

Su3 cr4Nc3p Qulckry Ov3Rr. “Why 4Rr3 YOU L4UGHING?”

“1 pON’T XNOW.” H3 sT4RrT3D TO L4UGH 4G41N 4ND STOP-
p3D “Wuy?”

“YOu r4ucH waH3N 1 #H4v3N’T B33N FUNNY 4ND YOU
4Nsw3R rlcHT OFF. YOU N3V3R sTOP TO THINK wH4T 1'v3
4sk3Dp Y0U.”

H3 st0rp3Dp WA4LKING, “YOU 4R3 4N OpD ON3,” H3 s41D,
LOOKING 4T u3r. “H4v3N’T YOU 4NY R3sP3CT?”

“1 pON’T M34N TO B3 INsuLTING. 1T’s just, 1 LOV3 TO
w4tcu p30rL3 TOO mucH, 1 Gu3ss.”

“W3LL, DO3sN’T Ti1s M34N 4nyrHING TO YOU?” H3 T4P-
P3D TH3 NUM3R4LS 451 stlTcH3D ON H1Ss cH4R-cOLOR3D
SL33v3.

“Y3s,” su3 wHlsp3r3D. Su3 1Ncr34s3D H3R p4c3.
“H4v3 YOu 3v3rR w4TcH3D TH3 J3T Cc4RS R4cING ON TH3
BOUL3V4RDS DOWN THAT W4Y?P

“YOu'r3 cu4nNGING T3 suBj3ct!”

“1 sOM3T1M3s THINK DRIV3RS DON'T KNOW WHAT GR4SS
1s, Or FLOW3RS, B3c4us3 TH3Y N3V3R $33 TH3M SLOWLY,”
sa3 s41p. “1r YOu sHOw3D 4 DRI1V3R 4 GR33N BLUR, OH
v3s! 13’D s4y, TH4T’S Gr4ss! 4 PINK BLURP Tu4r’s 4 r0s3-
G4rD3N! WHI1T3 BLURS 4R3 HOUS3s. BROWN BLURS 4R3
cOws. My uncL3 pDROV3 sLOwLy ON 4 HlcEW4Y ONc3. H3
DROV3 FORTY M11.3s 4N HOUR 4ND TH3Y J411.3D HIM FOR TWO
D4ys. 1SN’T THAT FUNNY, 4ND s4D, T00?”

“YOu tHINK TOO M4NY THINGS,” s41p MONT4G, UN34-
slry.

“1 rR4r3LY w4TCcH TH3 ‘PARLOR W4LLS™ OR GO TO R4C3s Or
FuN P4rks. SO 1'v3 LOT1s Or T1m3 FOR cr4zy THOUGHTS, 1
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Gcu3ss. H4v3 YOu s33N TH3 TWO-HUNDR3D-FOOT-LONG BILL-
B04rDs IN T3 cOUNTRY B3YOND TOWN? DID YOU KNOW
tH4T ONC3 B1LLBO4RDS W3R3 ONLY TW3NTY F33T LONG?

But c4rs sT4rT3D RUSHING BY SO Qulckry TH3Y H4D TO
STR3TCH TH3 4DV3RT1sING OUT sO 1T WOULD 1.4ST.”

“1 p1pN’t KNOW THAT!” MONT4G 14UGH3D 4BRUPTLY.

“B31 1 kNOW sOM3THING 3183 YOU DON’T. TH3R3’S D3W
ON TH3 GR4Ss 1IN TH3 MORNING.”

H3 supp3NLY cOULDN'T R3M3MB3R 1F H3 H4D KNOWN
TH1S OR NOT, 4ND 1T M4D3 HIM QUIT3 1RR1T4BL3.

“4ND 1F YOU LOOK—"sH3 NODD3D 4T TH3 SKY, “TH3R3’S 4
M4N 1IN TH3 MOON.”

H3 14pN’T LOOK3D FOR 4 LONG TIM3.

Tu3y w4Lk3D TH3 R3sT OF TH3 W4y IN s1L3Nc3, H3RS
THOUGHTFUL, H1S 4 KIND OF cL3NCHING 4ND UNCOMFORT4-
BL3 s1L.3Nc3 1IN whlcH H3 sHOT H3R 4CcCUSING GLANC3S.
Wu3N TH3Y R34cH3D H3R HOUS3 4LL 1Ts LlcHTS W3R3
BL4Z1ING.

“Wn4r’s c0OING ON?” MONT4G H4D R4R3LY $33N THAT
M4NY HOUS3 L1GHTS.

“OH, jusT MY MOTH3R 4ND F4TH3R 4ND UNCL3 s1TTING
4r0UND, T4LKING. 1T’s L1k3 B3ING 4 P3D3sTR14N, ONLY
R4R3R. MY UNCL3 w4s 4RR3sT3D 4NOTH3R TIM3—DID 1
T3LL YOUP—FOR B3ING 4 P3D3sTRI4N. OH, W3'R3 MOST
p3cuLl4Rr.”

“But wa4t p0 YOu t4Lk 480UT?”

Su3 14ucH3D 4t tHlS. “GO0p NlcHT!” SH3 ST4RT3D UP
H3R W4LK. TH3N su3 s33M3D T0 R3M3MB3R SOM3THING 4ND
c4m3 B4ck TO LOOK 41 H1M wlTH WOND3R 4ND CcUR10s1TY.
“4r3 YOU n4prry?” su3 s41p.

“4m 1 wadt?” 03 cr13D.

But su3 w4s cON3-RUNNING 1IN TH3 MOONL1GHT. H3R
FRONT DOOR SHUT G3NTLY.

“H4rry! OF 4LL TH3 NONS3NS3.”
H3 stO0rP3D L4UGHING.
H3 pur H1s H4ND INTO TH3 GLOV3-HOL3 OF H1S FRONT
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DOOR 4ND 13T 1T XNOW H1s TOUCcH. TH3 FRONT DOOR SL1D
Op3N.

OF cOurs3 1’m u4prry. Wa4rt p03s su3 THINK? 1°M NOT?
H3 4sk3D TH3 QU13T ROOMS. H3 sT00D LOOKING UP 4T TH3
Vv3NT114TOR GRILL3 1IN TH3 H4LL 4ND SUDD3NLY R3M3-
MB3R3D TH4T SOM3THING L4Y H1DD3N B3HIND TH3 GRILL3,
sOM3THING TH4T $33M3D TO P33R DOWN 4T HIM NOw. H3
MOV3D HI1s 3Y3s QulckLy 4w4y.

Wu4t 4 strR4NG3 M33TING ON 4 sTR4NG3 NlcuT. H3
R3M3MB3R3D NOTHING L1k3 1T s4v3 ON3 4FT3RNOON 4
v34R 460 wH3N H3 H4D M3T 4N OLD M4N 1IN TH3 P4RK 4ND
TH3Y H4D T41K3D. . . .

MONT4G su00k 1ls H34p. H3 LOOK3D 4T 4 BLANK WALL.
Tu3 cIrL’s F4c3 w4s TH3R3, R34LLY QUIT3 B34UTlFUL IN
M3MORY: 4sTON1SHING, 1IN F4cT. SH3 H4D 4 V3RY THIN F4C3
L1k3 T3 D141 OF 4 smM4LL cLOcK $33N F4INTLY 1N 4 D4RK
ROOM 1IN TH3 M1DDL3 OF 4 N1cHT WH3N YOU W4Kk3N TO $33
TH3 TIM3 4ND $33 TH3 cLOcK T3LLING YOU TH3 HOUR 4ND
TH3 MINUT3 4ND TH3 s3cOND, wlTH 4 wH1T3 s1L3NC3 4ND
4 cLOWING, 4LL c3rT41NTY 4ND KNOWING WHAT 1T H4Ss TO
T3LL OF TH3 N1GHT P4sSING sW1FTLY ON TOW4RD FURTH3R
D4RKN3ss3s BUT MOVING 41.50 TOW4RD 4 N3W SUN.

“Wu4t?” 4sk3D MONT4G OF THAT OTH3R S3LF, TH3 SUB-
cOnsclOus 1p10T TH4T R4AN B4BBLING 4T TIM3s, QulT3
IND3P3ND3NT OF W1LL, H4B1T, 4ND cONSsc13NC3.

H3 cr4nc3p B4ck 41 TH3 w4LL. HOw L1k3 4 M1RROR,
100, H3R F4c3. 1MpPOss1BL3; FOR HOW M4NY P30PL3 D1D YOU
kNOw to4T R3FR4CT3D YOUR OWN LlcuTt TO YOU? P30PL3
W3R3 MOR3 OFT3N—H3 s34rcH3D FOR 4 slm1L3, FOUND
ON3 IN H1s WORK—TORCH3S, BL4ZING 4w4y UNTIL TH3Y
wHI1FF3D Outr. HOW R4R3LY DID OTH3R P30PL3’s F4c3s
T14x3 OF YOU 4ND THROW B4CK TO YOU YOUR OwWN 3xPR3sS10N,
YOUR OwN INN3RMOST TR3MBLING THOUGHT?

Wu4t INcrR3D1BL3 POW3R OF 1D3NT1r1c4T10N TH3 GIRL
H4D; sH3 w4s L1k3 TH3 34G3R w4TCH3R OF 4 M4R10ON3TT3
suOw, 4ntlclr4tING 34cH FL1Ck3R OF 4N 3Y3L1D, 34cH
G3sTur3 OF mHls H4ND, 34cH rLlck OF 4 FING3R, TH3
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MOM3NT B3FOR3 1T B3G4N. HOW LONG H4D TH3Y W4LK3D
10G3TH3R? THR33 MINUT3s? F1v3? Y3T HOW 14RG3 THAT
TIM3 s33m3D NOw. HOw 1MM3Ns3 4 F1GUR3 sH3 w4s ON
TH3 sT4G3 B3FOR3 H1M; WHAT 4 su4D0w su3 THR3W ON TH3
w4LL wlta u3r sL3ND3R BODY! H3 r3rr TH4T 1F H1S 3v3
1tca3Dp, su3 M1GHT BLINK. 48D 1F TH3 muscL3s OF HIs
j4ws STR3TCH3D 1MP3RrC3pPTlBLY, SH3 WOULD Y4WN LONG
B3FOR3 H3 WOULD.

Whay, 53 THOUGHT, NOwW TH4T 1 THINK OF 1T, SH3 4L.MOST
$33m3D TO B3 w4lTING FOR M3 TH3R3, 1IN TH3 STR33T, SO
D4MN3D 14713 4T N1GHT. . .

H3 0p3N3D TH3 B3DROOM DOOR.

It w4s L1k3 cOMING INTO TH3 cOLD M4RBL3D ROOM OF 4
M4UsOL3UM 4FT3R TH3 MOON H4D $3T. COMPL3T3 D4RKN3SS,
NOT 4 HINT OF TH3 sliv3r WORLD Outslp3, TH3 wWINDO-
ws TlGHTLY sHUT, TH3 CH4MB3R 4 TOMB-WORLD WH3R3 NO
SOUND FROM TH3 GR34T cltYy cOULD P3N3TR4T3. TH3 ROOM
w4s NOT 3MPTY.

H3 1.1sT3N3D.

Tu3 L11TL3 MOsQuUlTO-D31L1Cc4T3 DANCING HUM IN TH3
41Rr, TH3 3L.3cTR1Cc4L MURMUR OF 4 H1DD3N W4sP sNUG 1IN
11s sp3cl141 pINK w4rMm N3sT. TH3 Muslc w4s 4L.M0sT LOUD
3NOucH sO B3 cOuLp FOLLOW TH3 TUNS.

H3 r3rT Hls sm1L3 sL1p3 4w4y, m3LT, FOLD OV3R, 4ND
DOWN ON 1T1s3LF L1k3 4 T4LLOW sKIN, L1k3 TH3 STUFF OF 4
FANT4sTlC c4NDL3 BURNING TOO LONG 4ND NOW cOLL4PSING
4ND NOW BLOWN OuT. D4RrkN3ss. H3 w4s NOT n4ppy. H3 w4s
NOT H4rry. H3 s41p a3 WORDS TO aH1Ms3LF. H3 rR3cOGN1-
73D TH1S 48 TH3 TRU3 sT4T3 OF 4rF41Rs. H3 wOR3 H1S H4P-
PIN3ss 1.1k3 4 M4sK 4ND TH3 G1RL H4D RUN OFF 4crROSS TH3
L4wWN wWlTH TH3 M4SK 4ND TH3R3 w4s NO w4y OF cO1ING TO
KNOck ON H3R DOOR 4ND 4sK FOR 1T B4CK.

WI1tHOuT TURNING ON TH3 LlcHT H3 1M4GIN3D HOW
tH1s ROOM WOULD LOOK. H1s wlF3 sTR3TCH3D ON TH3 B3D,
UNCOV3R3D 4ND cOLD, L1k3 4 BODY D1spL4Y3D ON TH3 L1D
Or 4 TOmB, H3R 3Y3s F1x3D 1O TH3 c31LING BY Inv1SIBL3
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THR34DSs OF sT33L, IMMOV4BL3. 4ND 1IN H3R 34RS TH3 L1T-
TL3 S34sH3LLS, TH3 THIMBL3 R4D10s T4MP3D TIGHT, 4ND
4N 31.3cTtrONIC 0c34N OF sOunD, OrF Mmuslc 4ND T4LK 4ND
Muslc 4ND 141K cOMING 1IN, cOMING IN ON TH3 sHOR3
OF H3R UNSL33PING MIND. TH3 ROOM W4s IND33D 3MPTY.
3v3ry NlcHT TH3 W4v3s c4M3 1IN 4ND BOR3 H3R OrFF ON
TH31R GR34T T1D3s OF sOUND, FLO4TING H3R, W1D3-3Y3D,
TOW4RD MORNING. TuH3R3 H4D B33N NO N1GHT 1N TH3 14ST
TWO0 Y34Rs TH4T MI1LDR3D H4D NOT swuM TH4T s34, H4D
NOT ¢L4DLY GON3 DOWN IN 1T FOR TH3 THIRD TIM3.

Tu3 rROOM w4s cOLD BUT NON3TH31L3ss H3 F3LT H3 cOULD
NOT BrR34TH3. H3 DID NOT Wlsa TO Op3N TH3 CURT41NS
4ND 0r3N TH3 FR3NCH WINDOWS, FOR H3 D1D NOT WANT TH3
MOON TO cOM3 INTO TH3 ROOM. SO, wlTH TH3 F33LING OF 4
M4N wHO wlLL p13 1IN TH3 N3XT HOUR FOR 14cK OF 41R, H3
F3LT H1s w4y TOW4RD 11s Op3N, s3p4r4T3, 4ND TH3R3FOR3
cOLD B3D.

4N InsT4NT B3FOR3 H1s FOOT H1T TH3 OBj3CT ON TH3
FLOOR H3 KN3w H3 wWOULD HIT sucH 4N OBj3cT. 1T wW4s
NOT UNL1k3 TH3 F33LING H3 H4D 3xP3R13NC3D B3FOR3
TURNING TH3 CORN3R 4ND 4LMOsT KNOCKING TH3 GIRL
pOwN. H1s r00T, s3NDING vIBR4TIONS 4H34D, R3Cc31v3D
B4ck 3cH03s OrF TH3 sM4LL B4RR13R 4CROss 1Ts p4TH 3v3N
4s T3 FOOT swunc. H1s FOOT x1ck3p. TH3 OBj3CT G4v3 4
DULL CLINK 4ND SL1D OFF 1N D4RKN3SS.

H3 st00D v3RY STR41GHT 4ND L1ST3N3D TO TH3 P3RSON
ON TH3 D4RK B3D 1IN TH3 cOMPL3T3LY F34TUR3L3SS N1GHT.
Tu3 Br341H cOMING OUuT OF TH3 NOSTRILS W4S SO F41NT
11 sTIRR3D ONLY TH3 FURTH3ST FRING3s OF L1F3, 4 smM4LL
L34F, 4 BL4CK F34TH3R, 4 SINGL3 F1BR3 OF H41R.

H3 stliL plp NOT w4NT OUuTs1p3 LlcaT. H3 PULL3D OUT
H1s 16N1T3R, F3LT TH3 s41.4M4ND3R 3TCH3D ON 1TS S1LV3R
plsc, c4v3 1T 4 FLICK. . ..

TwO mOONsTON3s LOOk3D UP 4T HIM IN TH3 LlcHT OF
H1s sM4LL H4ND-H3LD FI1R3; TWO P4L.3 MOONSTON3S BURL3D
IN 4 cr33k OF cL.34R w4T3R Ov3R wHlcH TH3 L1F3 OF TH3
WORLD R4N, NOT TOUCHING TH3M.
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“M11LDR3D!”

H3RrR r4c3 wds L1k3 4 sNOw-cOv3rR3D 1sp4ND UPON
wHlcH R41IN mlcHT F4LL; BUT 1T F3LT NO R41N; OV3R
wH1cH cLOups m1GHT p4ss TH31R MOVING sH4DOWS, BUT
su3 F3LT NO su4p0w. TH3Rr3 w4s ONLY TH3 sINGING OF TH3
THIMBL3-Ww4sPs 1N H3R T4MP3D-SHUT 34RS, 4ND H3R 3¥3S
411 c14ss, 4ND BR34TH GOING 1IN 4ND OQuT, SOFTLY, F41NT-
Ly, IN 4xD Out OF H3R NOSTRILS, 4ND H3R NOT c4rRING
wH3TH3R 1T c4Mm3 OR W3NT, W3NT OR c4Mm3.

Tu3 0Bj3ct H3 H4D s3NT TUMBLING WlTH H1S FOOT NOW
GLINT3D UND3R TH3 3DG3 OrF H1s OwN B3D. TH3 sM4LL
crysT4L. BOTTL3 OF SL33PING-T4BL3TS wHlcH 34RL13R
TOD4Y 14D B33N F1LL3D wlTH THIRTY C4PSUL3S 4ND wH1CcH
NOw 14y uNc4prp3D 4ND 3MPTY IN TH3 L1GHT OF TH3 TINY
FL4R3.

4s 13 st00D TH3R3 TH3 SKY OV3R TH3 HOUS3 SCR34M3D.
Tu3r3 w4s 4 TR3M3NDOUS R1PPING SOUND 45 1F TWO G14NT
H4NDs H4D TORN T3N THOUS4ND MI1L3s OF Br4ck LIN3N
DOWN TH3 s34M. MONT4G w4s cut IN vH4Lr. H3 r3LT HIS
cu3st cHOPP3D DOWN 4ND SpLIT 4P4rT. TH3 j3T-BOMBS
GOING OV3R, GOING OV3R, GOING OV3R, ON3 TWO, ON3 TWO,
ON3 ™W0, s1x OrF TH3M, NIN3 OF TH3M, TW3LV3 OF TH3M,
ON3 4ND ON3 48D ON3 4ND 4NOTH3R 4ND 4NOTH3R 4ND
4NOTH3R, DID 4LL TH3 scrR34MING FOR HIM. H3 Or3N3D
als OwN MOuTH 4ND L3T TH31R SHR13K cOM3 DOWN 4ND
Out B3TW33N H1s B4R3D T33TH. TH3 HOUS3 sHOOk. TH3
FLAR3 W3NT OuT 1IN H1S H4ND. TH3 MOONSTON3S v4AN1SH3D.
H3 r3rT H1S H4ND PLUNG3 TOW4RD TH3 T3L3PHONS3.

Tu3 j31s w3r3 ¢ON3. H3 F3LT HIS L1ps MOV3, BRUSHING
T3 MOUTHP13C3 OF TH3 PHONS3. “3M3RG3NCY HOSPIT4L.” 4
T3RR1BL3 WH1SP3R.

H3 rF3rr TH4T TH3 ST4RS H4D B33N PULV3R1Z3D BY TH3
sOunD Or TH3 BL4ckK J3Ts 4ND TH4T IN TH3 MORNING TH3
34rtH WOULD B3 THOUGHT 48 13 sTO0D sHlv3RING IN TH3
D4RK, 4ND 13T H1s L1rs cO ON MOVING 4ND MOVING.

Tu3y 4o tuls m4caln3. Tu3y u4p ™W0 M4cHIN3S,
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R34LLy. ON3 OF TH3M SL1D DOWN INTO YOUR sTOM4cH L1k3
4 Br4ck cOBr4 DOWN 4N 3cHOING W3LL LOOKING FOR 4LL
TH3 OLD W4T3R 4ND TH3 OLD TIM3 G4TH3R3D TH3R3. 1T
DR4NK UP TH3 GR33N M4TT3R TH4T FLOW3D TO TH3 TOP 1IN
4 stOw BO1L. D1p 1T pDRINK OF TH3 D4RKN3ss? D1p 1t
suck Out 4LL T3 P01sONs 4ccumurL4T3p wltH TH3 Y34RS?
It ¥3Dp IN s1L3Nc3 wltH 4N Occ4s10N4L sOunDp OF INN3R
SUFFOc4T110N 4ND BLIND $34RcHING. 1T H4D 4N 3v3. TH3
1Mmp3RsON4L OP3R4TOR OF TH3 M4CcHIN3 cOULD, BY W34RING
4 sp3cl4r Oprlc4r H3LM3T, G473 INTO TH3 sOuL OF TH3
P3RSON wHOM H3 w4s pumrING Out. WH4T DID TH3 3Y3
$33? H3 plp NOT s4y. H3 s4w suT D1D NOT $33 wndr T3
3v3 s4w. T3 3NT1R3 0P3R4T10N W4s NOT UNLIK3 TH3 D1G-
GING OrF 4 TR3NCH 1N ON3’s Y4RD. T3 wOM4N ON TH3 B3D
w4s NO MOR3 TH4N 4 H4RD STR4TUM OF M4RBL3 TH3Y H4D
R34cH3D. GO ON, 4NYw4y, sHOV3 TH3 BOR3 DOWN, SLUSH UP
TH3 3MPTIN3ss, 1F sucH 4 THING cOuLD B3 BROUGHT OuT
IN TH3 THROB OF TH3 sucT1ON sN4k3. Tu3 0p3r4TOR sTOOD
SMOKING 4 c1G4r31T3. TH3 OTH3R M4CcHIN3 w4s WORKING
T10O.

Ta3 OTH3R M4cHIN3 w4s Op3R4T3D BY 4N 3QU4LLY
IMP3RSON4L F3LLOW IN NON-sT41N4BL3 R3DDI1SH-BROWN
Ov3r4LLs. Tuls M4cHIN3 puMP3D 4LL OF TH3 BLOOD FROM
TH3 BODY 4ND R3PL4C3D 1T wlTH FR3sH BLOOD 4ND S3RUM.

“GOt 10 cL34N "3M Out BOTH W4YS,” s41D TH3 OP3R4TOR,
STANDING OV3R TH3 SI1L3NT wOMm4N. “NO us3 c3trINeG
TH3 sTOM4cH 1F YOU DON’T cL34N TH3 BLOOD. L.34v3 TH4T
SsTUFF 1IN TH3 BLOOD 4ND TH3 BLOOD HITS TH3 BR41N L1K3
4 m4113T, B4NG, 4 cOupL3 OF THOUS4ND TIM3s 4ND TH3
BR41N jusT G1v3s up, JusT QulTs.”

“StOp 11!” s41p MONT4G.

“1 w4s just s4YIN’,” s41D TH3 OP3R4TOR.

“4Rr3 YOU DON3P” s41p MONT4G.

Tu3y suut TH3 M4cuHIN3s uvp TleHT. “W3’R3 DON3.”
H1s 4NG3Rr p1p NOT 3v3N TOUCH TH3M. TH3Y sTOOD WlTH
TH3 c1G4R31T3 SMOK3 CURLING 4ROUND TH31R NOs3s 4ND
INTO TH31R 3Y3s wlTHOUT M4KING TH3M BLINK OR SQUINT.
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“Tu4r1’s F1FTY BUCKS.”

“F1rst, way pDON'T YOU T3LL M3 1F sH3’LL B3 4LL
rlcHT?”

“Sur3, sH3’LL B3 Ok4y W3 GOt 4LL TH3 M34N STUFF
RlGHT 1IN OUur sulTc4s3 H3R3, 1T c4AN'T G3T 4T H3R NOW.
4s 1 s41p, YOU T4k3 OuT TH3 OLD 4ND PUT 1IN TH3 N3W 4ND
YOU'R3 Ox4y”

“N31tH3R OF YOU 1s 48 M.D. WHY D1DN’T TH3Y S3ND 4N
M.D. rrOM 3M3RG3NCY?”

“H3LL!” a3 0p3R4TOR’S c1c4r3TT3 MOV3D ON 11ls L1ps.
“W3 31 TH3s3 c4s3s NIN3 Or T3N 4 N1cHT. GOT sO M4NY,
STARTING 4 F3w Y34Rs 4G0, w3 14D TH3 sp3cl4L m4cH1N3s
Bulrr. WltH T3 OPTlC4L L3NS, OF cOURS3, THAT w4s N3w;
TH3 R3sT 1s 4Ncl3nT. YOU DON'T N33D 4N M.D., c4s3
L1k3 THI1S; 411 YOU N33D 1s TwW(O H4NDYM3N, CL34N UP TH3
PROBL3M IN H4LF 4N HOUR. LOOK—"H3 ST4RT3D FOR TH3
DOOR—“W3 c0114 GO. JUsT H4D 4NOTH3R C4LL ON TH3 OLD
34r-tH1MBL3. T3N BLOCKS FROM H3R3. SOM30N3 31s3 jusT
jump3D OFF TH3 c4p OF 4 plLLBOX. C4LL 1F YOU N33D Us
4641N. K33p H3R Qul3T. W3 GOT 4 cONTR4-s3D4TIV3 1IN
H3R. SH3’LL W4K3 UP HUNGRY. SO LONG.”

4ND TH3 M3N W1TH TH3 C1G4R3TT3s IN TH31R STR41GHT-
LIN3D MOuTHS, TH3 M3N wWlTH TH3 3Y3s OF PUFF-4DD3RS,
TOOK UP TH31R LO4D OF M4cHIN3 4ND TUB3, TH31R 453
Or Lloulp M3r4NcHOLY 4ND TH3 SLOW D4RK SLUDG3 OF
N4M3L3ss STUFF, 4ND STROLL3D OuT TH3 DOOR.

MOnNT4G s4NK DOWN INTO 4 cH41R 4ND LOOK3D 4T THI1S
wOm4N. H3R 3v3s w3RrR3 cL0s3D NOw, G3NTLY, 4ND H3 PUT
Out als H4AND TO F33L TH3 W4RMN3ss OF BR34TH ON HIS
P41LM.

“M1LDR3D,” H3 s41D, 4T L4ST.

Tu3r3 4r3 100 M4NY OF us, H3 THOUGHT. TH3R3 4R3
B1LLIONS OF us 4xD TH4AT'S TOO M4NY. NOBODY KNOWS
4ANYON3. STRANG3RS cOM3 4nD v101413 YOU. STRANG3RS
cOM3 4ND cuT YOUR H34RT OUT. STRANG3RS cOM3 4ND T4K3
YOUur BLOOD. GOOD GOp, w0 w3r3 THOS3 M3N? 1 N3V3R
s4w t3Mm B3rOR3 IN My L1F3!
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H4vF 4N HOUR P4ss3D.

Tu3 BLOODSTR34M 1IN TH1S wOM4N w4ds N3w 4ND 1T
$s33M3D TO H4v3 DON3 4 N3w THING TO H3R. H3R cH33KS
W3R3 V3RY PINK 4ND H3R LIPS W3R3 V3RY FR3SH 4ND FULL
OrF cOLOR 4ND TH3Y LOOK3D SOFT 4ND R314x3D. SOM30N3
3Ls3’s BLOOD TH3R3. 1F ONLY sOM30N3 3Ls3’s FL3SH 4ND
BR41IN 4ND M3MORY. 1F ONLY TH3Y cOULD 1H4Vv3 T4K3N H3R
MIND 41.0NG TO TH3 DRY-CL34N3R’S 4ND 3MPT13D TH3
POCK3Ts 4ND sT34M3D 4ND CL34NS3D 1T 4ND R3BLOCK3D
11 48D BROUGHT 1T B4cK 1IN TH3 MORNING. 1F ONLY . . .

H3 cOt up 4ND pUT B4cK TH3 CURT41NS 4ND Or3N3D
TH3 WINDOWS W1D3 TO 13T TH3 N1GHT 41R 1IN. 1T W4s Tw(
0’cLOck 1IN TH3 MORNING. W4s 1T ONLY 4N HOUR 460, C14-
R1ss3 McCL3LL4N IN TH3 STR33T, 4ND HIM cOMING 1N,
4ND TH3 D4RK ROOM 4ND HISs FOOT K1ckING TH3 LITTL3
crysT4L BOTTL3? ONLY 4N HOUR, BUT TH3 WORLD 14D M3LT3D
DOWN 4ND SPRUNG UP IN 4 N3w 4ND cOLORL3sS FORM.

L4ucHT3R BL3W 4CRrOss TH3 MOON-cOLOR3D L4WN FROM
TH3 HOUS3 OF Cr4RrR1ss3 4ND H3R F4TH3R 4ND MOTH3R 4ND
TH3 UNCL3 WHO sM1L3D sO Qul3tLy 4ND SO 34RN3STLY.
480v3 411, TH31R L4UGHT3R W4s R31L4X3D 4ND H34RTY 4ND
NOT FORC3D 1N 4Ny w4y, cOMING FROM TH3 HOUS3 TH4T W4s
SO BRIGHTLY L1T TH1S 1413 4T N1GHT WH1L3 4LL TH3 OTH3R
HOUs3s w3r3 k3pT TO TH3MS31LV3s IN D4RKN3ss. MONT4G
H34rD TH3 v01c3s T4LKING, T4LKING, T4LKING, GIVING,
T4LKING, W34VING, R3W34VING TH31R HYPNOT1C W3B.

MO~NT4G MOV3D Our THROUGH TH3 FR3NCH WINDOWS
4ND crOss3p TH3 14wN, wlTHOUT 3v3N THINKING OF 1T.
H3 st00p Outslp3 TH3 T4LKING HOUS3 1IN TH3 SH4DOWS,
THINKING H3 M1cHT 3v3N T4P ON TH31R DOOR 4ND WHI-
SP3R, “L3T M3 cOM3 IN. 1 WON'T s4y 4NYTHING. 1 JusT WANT
10 L1sT3N. Wi4r 1s 1T YOU'R3 s4YINGP”

But Inst34Dp H3 sTOOD TH3R3, V3RY COLD, HIS F4C3 4
M4sk OrF 1c3, L1st3NING TO 4 M4N’s vO1c3 (TH3 uNCcL3?)
MOVING 41L.0ONG 4T 4N 348y p4c3:

“W3LL, 4FT3R 411, TH1S 15 TH3 463 OF TH3 D1sP0s4BL3
Tlssu3. BLOW YOUR NOs3 ON 4 p3rsON, w4D TH3M, FLUSH
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TH3M 4w4y, R34cH FOR 4NOTH3R, BLOW, W4D, FLUSH.
3v3RrYON3 usING 3v3rYON3 31s3’s cO4tr4lrs. HOw 4Rr3
YOU supp0Os3D TO ROOT FOR TH3 HOM3 T34M WH3N YOU DON'T
3v3N H4v3 4 pPROGR4MM3 OrR kNOW TH3 N4M3s? FOR To4dT
M4TT3R, WHAT COLOR J3RS3Ys 4R3 TH3Y W34RING 45 TH3Y
TROT OUT ON TO TH3 F13LD?”

MO~T4G MOv3D B4ck 1O HIs OwN HOUS3, L3FT TH3
wilNDOW wlbp3, cu3ck3p MI1LDR3D, TUCK3D TH3 cOV3RS
4B0uT H3R C4R3FULLY, 4ND TH3N L4y DOWN WITH TH3
MOONLIGHT ON HI1S cu33k-BON3s 4ND ON TH3 FROWNING
RIDG3s IN H1s BROW, wlTH TH3 MOONL1GHT D1IsTILL3D 1IN
34cH 3v3 10 FORM 4 s11v3R c4T4R4CT TH3R3.

On3 DROP OrF R41IN. Cr4rlss3. 4NOTH3R DROP. MI1L-
DR3D. 4 THIRD. TH3 UNcL3. 4 FOURTH. TH3 FIR3 TONIGHT.
On3, Ci4rlss3. Tw0O, MI1LpDR3D. THR33, uncL3. FOUR,
FIR3, ON3, M1LDR3D, T™WO, Cr4Rr1ss3. ON3, TWO, THR33,
FOUR, F1v3, Cr4r1ss3, M1LDR3D, UNCL3, FIR3, sL.33P1NG-
T4B1.3TS, M3N, DI1sp0s4BL3 Tlssu3, cO4t1-t41Ls, BLOW,
w4Dp, FLUSH, CL4r1ss3, M1LDR3D, UNCL3, FIR3, T4BL3TS,
Tlssu3s, BLOW, w4D, FLUSH. ON3, TWO, THR33, ON3, TWO,
THR33! R41N. Tu3 stOrRM. T3 uNcL3 14ucH1ING. THUND3R
F4LLING DOWNsT41Rs. T3 wHOL3 WORLD POURING DOWN.
Tu3 rF1rR3 cusHING UP IN 4 vOLC4NO. 4LL RUSHING ON
DOWN 4ROUND IN 4 sPOUTING RO4R 4ND RIV3RING STR34M
TOW4RD MORNING.

“1 pON’T KNOW 4NYTHING 4NY MOR3,” H3 s41D, 4ND L3T
4 s1.33rP-1.0z3NG3 D1ssOLv3 ON H1s TONGU3.

41 NIN3 1IN TH3 MORNING, M1LDR3D’S B3D w4s 3MPTY.

MONT4G 60T UP QUlcKLy, H1S H34RT PUMPING, 4ND R4N
pOWN TH3 H4LL 4ND sTOPP3D 4T TH3 K1TCH3N DOOR.

TO04st pOPP3D Out OF TH3 S1LV3R TO4sT3R, W4s s31z3D
BY 4 sP1D3RY M3T41L HAND TH4T DR3NCH3D 1T WlTH M3LT3D
BUTT3R.

M1LDR3D w4TCcH3D TH3 TO4ST D3L1V3R3D TO H3R PLAT3.
Su3 4D BOTH 34RS PLUGG3D W1TH 3L3CcTRON1C B33s TH4T
w3Rr3 HUMMING TH3 HOUR 4w4y. SH3 LOOK3D UP SUDD3NLY,
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s4w H1M, 4ND NODD3D.

“YOu 4L r1cHTP” H3 4SK3D.

Su3 w4s 4N 3xp3RT 4T L1P-R34DING FROM T3N Y34Rs OF
4ppr3NT1C3sH1P 41 S34sH3LL 34R-TH1MBL3S. SH3 NODD3D
4G41N. Su3 s31 TH3 TO4sT3R CLI1CKING 4w4Y 4T 4NOTH3R
pP13c3 OF BR34D.

MONT4G s4T DOWN.

Hl1s wlr3 s41p, “1 pONT kNOW wHY 1 sHOULD B3 sO
HUNGRY.”

“YOu—?”

“1’M HUNGRY.”

“L4st N1cut,” H3 B3G4N.

“DI1pN°T s.33p w3LL. F33L T3RR1BL3,” sH3 s41p. “GOb,
1I’M HUNGRY. 1 c4N’T F1GUR3 11.”

“L4st N1cuT—" 13 s41D 4G41N.

Su3 w4tcu3p Hls Llps c4su4rry. “Wudr 4s0uT 14sT
NlcHaT?”

“DON’T YOU R3M3MB3R?”

“Wn4t? D1p w3 14v3 4 wlLp p4rty OrR sOM3THING?
F33L L1k3 1'v3 4 u4NGOv3Rr. GOD, 1’M HUNGRY. WHO w4s
H3r3?7”

“4 ¥3w p30rL3,” H3 s41D.

“Tud4r’s wadt 1 tHOUGHT.” SH3 cH3W3D H3R TO4ST.
“SOR3 stOM4cH, BUT 1’M HUNGRY 4s 4L1-c31-OuTt. HOP3 1
D1DN'T DO 4NyYTHING FOOL1SH 4T TH3 P4RTY.”

“NO,” u3 s41D, QU13TLy.

Tn3 104s13R sP1D3R3D OuT 4 P13c3 OF BUTT3R3D BR34D
FOR HlM. H3 H3LD 1T 1IN H1S H4ND, F33LING GR4T3FUL.

“YOu pON’T LOOK sO HOT YOURS3LF,” s41D 1ls wlr3.

IN TH3 1413 4FT3RNOON 1T R41IN3D 4ND TH3 3NTIR3
WORLD w4s D4RK GR3Y. H3 stO0OD 1IN TH3 H4LL OF Hls
HOUs3, PuTTING ON H1S B4DG3 wlTH TH3 ORANG3 s41.4M4N-
D3R BURNING 4crOss 1t. H3 st00D LOOKING UP 4T TH3
41r-cONDITIONING V3NT IN TH3 H4LL FOR 4 LONG TIM3.
HI1s wlr3 1IN T3 TV P4RLOR P4Us3D LONG 3NOUGH FROM
R34DING H3R scrR1PT TO crL4Nc3 vp. “H3Y,” su3 s41p. “Tu3
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M4N’s THINKING!”

“Y3s,” 3 s41p. “1 w4nT3D 1O T4LK TO YOU.” H3 P4US3D.
“YOu 100K 4LL TH3 P1LLS 1N YOUR BOTTL3 1.4ST N1GHT.”

“0On, 1 wOUuLDN'T DO TH4T,” sH3 s41D, SURPR1s3D.

“Tu3 BOTTL3 W4S 3™MPTY.”

“1 wOuLDN'T DO 4 THING L1k3 TH4T. WHY WOULD 1 DO 4
THING L1k3 TH4T?” sH3 4SK3D.

“M4yB3 YOU TOOK TWO P1LLS 4ND FORGOT 4ND TOOK TWO
MOR3, 4ND FORGOT 4G41N 4ND TOOK TWO MOR3, 4ND W3R3
sO pOp3y YOUu k3pT RI1GHT ON UNTIL YOU H4D THIRTY OR
FORTY OF TH3M 1IN YOU.”

“H3ck,” su3 s41p, “wudt wOurLbp 1 w4nt 10 0 4ND DO 4
sliry TnlNG L1k3 T4t rORP”

“1 pON’T XNOW,” H3 s41D.

Su3 w4s QulT3 0Bv10usLy w4ltING FOR HIM TO GO. “1
DIDN’T DO THAT,” SH3 s41D. “N3v3R IN 4 B1LL1ON Y34Rs.”

“4LL R1GHT 1F YOU s4y s0,” u3 s41D.

“Tu4r’s wa4t tH3 14DY s41D.” SH3 TURN3D B4cK TO H3R
SCR1PT.

“Wn4t’s ON TH1S 4FrT3RNOONP” H3 4sk3D T1R3DLY.

Su3 pIpN’T LOOK up FROM H3R SCR1PT 4G41N. “W3LL,
THls 1s 4 prdy cOm3s ON TH3 W4LL-TO-w4LL clrculT 1IN
T3N MINUT3s. TH3Y M41L3D M3 MY P4RT TH1S MORNING. 1
S3NT 1IN sOM3 BOXx-TOPs. TH3Y WR1T3 TH3 scR1PT wlTH ON3
P4RT M1sSING. 1T’s 4 N3w 1D34. T3 HOM3-M4K3R, THAT’S
M3, 1s TH3 M1ssING P4rRT. WH3N 1T cOM3s TIM3 FOR TH3
M1ssING LIN3s, TH3Y 4LL LOOK 4T M3 Out OF TH3 THR33
w4LLs 4ND 1 s4y TH3 LIN3s: H3R3, FOR 1NsT4NC3, TH3 M4AN
s4vs, ‘W4t p0 vOu talnk OF Ttils winOr3 1p34, H3L3N?’
4ND 13 LOOKS 41 M3 s1TTING H3R3 C3NTR3 sT4G3, $33? 4ND
1 s4y, 1 s4y—" Su3 p4Us3D 4ND R4N H3R FING3R UND3R
4 LIN3 1IN Tu3 scrlpr. ““1 THINK THAT'S FIN3!” 4ND TH3N
TH3Y GO ON wlTH TH3 PL4Y UNTIL H3 s4ys, ‘D0 YOU 4GR33
10 TH4T, H3L3N!” 48D 1 s4y, ‘1 sur3 DO!” 1sN’T TH4T FUN,
Guy?”

H3 st00p 1IN TH3 H4LL LOOKING 4T H3R.

“11’s SUR3 FUN,” sH3 s41D.



20 FAHRENHEIT 451

“Wu4rt’s T3 pr4y 4s80uT?”

“1 just TOLD YOU. TH3R3 4R3 TH3s3 P30PL3 N4M3D BOB
4ND RutH 48D H3L3N.”

“On.”

“11°s R34LLY FUN. 1T°LL B3 3v3N MOR3 FUN WH3N W3 C4N
4rFORD TO AH4v3 TH3 FOURTH W4LL INsT4LL3D. HOW LONG
YOU F1GUR3 B3FOR3 W3 s4v3 ur 4ND G3T TH3 FOURTH W4LL
TORN OuT 4ND 4 FOURTH WALL-TV puT IN? 1T°s ONLY TWO
THOUS4ND DOL1I4RS.”

“Tu41’s ON3-THIRD OF MY Y34RLY P4y.”

“I1’s ONLY TWO THOUS4ND DOLL4RS,” SH3 R3PL13D. “4ND
1 suOuLD THINK YOU'D cONSID3R M3 sOM3TIM3s. 1F w3 H4D
4 FOURTH W4LL, WHY 1T°D B3 jusT L1k3 TH1s ROOM W4sSN'T
OUrs 471 4LL, BUT 4LL KINDs OF 3x0T1c p30rL3’s ROOMS. W3
cOuLp b0 wltHOUT 4 F3w THINGS.”

“W3’Rr3 4Lr34DY DOING WlTHOUT 4 F3W THINGS TO P4Y
FOR TH3 THIRD W4LL. 1T w4s puT 1IN ONLY TWO MONTHS 4G0,
R3M3MB3R?”

“Is a4t 4L 1T w4s?” Su3 s4t LOOKING 4T nHlMm FOR 4
LONG MOM3NT. “W3LL, GOOD-BY, D34R.”

“GO0Dp-BY,” H3 s41p. H3 stOrP3D 4ND TURN3D 4ROUND.
“DO03s 11 114v3 4 1i4rpy 3NDINGP”

“1 H4v3N'T R34D THAT F4R.”

H3 w41k3D OV3R, R34D TH3 14ST P4G3, NODD3D, FOLD3D
TH3 SCR1pPT, 4ND H4ND3D 1T B4CcK TO H3R. H3 w41Lk3D OuT
Or T3 HOUS3 INTO TH3 R41N.

T3 r41IN w4s THINNING 4w4y 4ND TH3 GIRL w4s
wA4LKING 1IN TH3 ¢3NTR3 OF TH3 S1D3W4LK wlTH H3R H34D
UP 4ND TH3 F3W DROPS F4LLING ON H3R F4c3. SH3 smM1L3D
WH3N sH3 s4w MONT4G.

“H3LL0!”

H3 s41p BH3LLO 48D TH3N s41D, “Wn4T 4r3 YOU UP 1O
NOw?”

“I’m sTlLL crR4zy. Tu3 R41N F33Ls cOOD. 1 LOV3 TO w4LK
IN 1T,

“1 pON’T THINK 1'D L1k3 TH4T,” H3 s41D.
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“YOu m1lcaT 1F YOU TR13D.”

“1 N3v3R H4V3.”

SH3 L1ck3D H3R L1ps. “R41N 3v3N 145135 cO0D.”

“Wn4t p0 vOu p0, cO 4rOuND TRYING 3V3RYTHING
ONC3?P” 13 4SK3D.

“SOm3TIM3s T™Wlc3.” Su3 LOOk3D 41 sOm3THING 1IN
H3R H4ND.

“Wu4r'v3 YOU Ot TH3R3?” 13 s41D.

“1 cu3ss 171°s TH3 1.4ST OF TH3 DAND3L10NS TH1S Y34R. 1
DIDN’T THINK 1I’'D FIND ON3 ON TH3 14WN THI1S 1413, H4v3
YOU 3v3r 348D OF RUBBING 1T UND3R YOUR culN? LOOK.”
SH3 T0UucH3D H3R cHIN WlTH TH3 FLOW3R, L4UGHING.

“Wny?”

“1r 1t rUBS OFF, 1T M34Ns 1’M 1IN LOvV3. H4s 117~

H3 cOuLp H4rpLY DO 4NYTHING 3183 BUT LOOK.

“W3LLP” su3 s41p.

“YOU’R3 Y3LLOW UND3R TH3R3.”

“F1n3! L31°s TRY YOU NOW.”

“1t wON'T WORK FOR M3.”

“H3r3.” B3rOr3 #3 cOurLp MOv3 sH3 H4D PUT TH3
DAND3LION UND3R H1s cHIN. H3 DR3wW B4CK 4ND sH3
r4vcu3p. “HOLD stlLL!”

SH3 P33R3D UND3R H1Ss cHIN 4ND FROWN3D.

“W3LLP” 13 s41p.

“Wn4t 4 sudm3,” su3 s41p. “YOU'R3 NOT 1IN LOV3 wlTH
4NYONS.”

“Y3s, 1 4m!”

“11t DO3SN’T sHOW.”

“1 4m v3rY MmucH 1IN LOV3!” H3 TR13D TO cONjUR3 UP 4
r4c3 10 F1T TH3 WORDS, BUT TH3R3 W4s NO r4c3. “1 4m!”

“0n pL34s3 DON’T LOOK TH4T W4Y.”

“171’s TH4T DAND3LION,” H3 s41p. “YOU’v3 us3p 1T 4LL
UP ON YOURS3LF. Tu4t’s wiy 1T wON'T WORK FOR M3.”

“OF cOurs3, TH4T MUST B3 1T. OH, NOW 1°v3 ups3T YOU,
1 c4N s33 1 H4v3; I'Mm sORRY, R34LLy 1 4M.” Su3 TOUCH3D
als 3LeOw.

“NO, NO,” H3 s41p, Qulckry, “1I’m 4LL R1GHT.”
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“1I’'v3 cOt 10 B3 GOING, sO s4y YOu FORG1v3 m3. 1 pON’T
wA4ANT YOU 4NGRY W1TH M3.”

“I’M NOT 4NGRY. UPs3T, v38.”

“1'v3 60t 10 GO TO s33 My psycHl4TrlsT NOw. TH3Y
M4x3 M3 G0. 1 M4D3 uP THINGS TO s4y. 1 pONT KNOW WH4T
13 tHINkS OF M3. H3 s4yvs 1'm 4 r3cur4r ON10ON! 1 k33p
H1M BUSY P33LING 4w4Y TH3 1.4Y3RS.”

“I’M IncLIN3D 10 B3L13v3 YOU N33D TH3 psycH14TR1ST,”
s41p MONT4G.

“YOu pON’T M34N TH4T.”

H3 100Kk 4 BR34TH 4ND L3T 1T OUT 4ND 4T 14ST S41D,
“NO, 1 pON’T M34N THAT.”

“Tu3 psycul4Trlst w4NTs TO KNOW wHY 1 GO OuT 4ND
H1k3 4rROUND 1IN TH3 FOR3STS 4ND WA4TCH TH3 B1RDS 4ND
cOLL3cT BUTT3RFL13s. 1’LL sHOw YOU MY cOLL3cT1ON sOm3
D4y.”

“G00p.”

“Tu3y want 10 KNOW wH4T 1 DO wlTH 4LL MY TIM3. 1
T3LL TH3M TH4T sOM3TIM3s 1 jusT slt 4ND THINK. BuTr
1 wON’T T3LL TH3M wWH4T. 1'v3 cOT TH3M RUNNING. 4ND
sOM31IMm3s, 1 T3LL TH3M, 1 L1k3 TO pUT MY H34D B4CK,
L1k3 THIS, 4ND 13T TH3 R41IN F4LL INTO My MOuTH. 1T
145138 JusT L1k3 win3. H4v3 YOU 3v3R TR13D 117~

“NO 1—

“YOu u4v3 rORG1V3N M3, H4v3N'T YOUP”

“Y3s.” H3 tHOUuGHT 480UT 1T. “Y3s, 1 H4v3. GOD KkNOws
wHY. YOU'R3 P3cuLl4R, YOU'R3 4GGR4V4TING, Y3T YOU'R3
34sy T0 FORG1V3. YOU s4y YOU'R3 s3v3NT33NP”

“W3LL—N3XxT MONTH.”

“HOw Opp. HOW STR4ANG3. 4ND MY W1F3 THIRTY 4ND Y3T
YOU $33M sO mucH OLD3R 4T TIM3s. 1 c4N’T 63T OV3R 1T1.”

“YOu’r3 p3cuLl4r YOURS3LF, MR. MONT4G. SOM3TIM3S
1 3v3N FORG3T YOU'R3 4 F1R3M4N. NOw, M4y 1 M4x3 YOU
4NGRY 4G41NP”

“G0 4n34p.”

“HOw plp 1T st4rT? HOW D1D YOU ¢3T INTO 1TP HOW
plp YOu plck YOUR WORK 4NxD HOW DID YOU H4rr3N TO
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THINK TO T4k3 TH3 jOB YOU H4V3? YOU'R3 NOT L1K3 TH3
OtH3RS. 1'v3 s33N 4 F3w; 1 kNOw. WH3N 1 141K, YOU LOOK
41 M3. WH3N 1 s41p sOm3tHlING 4B0UT TH3 MOON, YOU
LOOk3D 41 TH3 MOON, 14sT NlcaT. TH3 0TH3RS WOULD
N3v3Rr DO TH4T. TH3 0TEH3RS WOULD W4LK OFF 4ND L34Vv3
M3 T41LKING. OrR THR34T3N M3. NO ON3 H4S T1M3 4NY MOR3
FOR 4NYON3 31s3. YOU'R3 ON3 OF TH3 F3w wHO PUT UP W1TH
M3. TH4T’s WHY 1 THINK 1T’S SO STRANG3 YOU'R3 4 FIR3M4N,
11 just DO3sN’T $33m R1cHT FOR YOU, SOM3HOW.”

H3 r3rr 11s BODY D1vID3 1TS3LF INTO 4 HOTN3SS 4ND 4
cOLDN3ss, 4 sOFTN3ss 4ND 4 H4RDN3sS, 4 TR3MBLING 4ND 4
NOT TR3MBLING, TH3 TWO H41v3s GRINDING ON3 UPON TH3
OTH3R.

“YOu'p B3TT3R RUN ON TO YOUR 4PPOINTM3NT,” H3 s41D.

4ND sH3 R4N OFF 4ND L3FT HIM STANDING TH3R3 1N TH3
R41IN. ONLY 4FT3R 4 LONG TIM3 DID H3 MOV3.

4ND TH3N, V3RY SLOWLY, 4s H3 w4LK3D, H3 T1LT3D HI1S
H34D B4cK IN TH3 R41IN, FOR JUusT 4 F3w MOM3NTS, 4ND
0p3N3D H1Ss MOUTH. . . .

Tu3 M3cu4nlc4r. HOunD si3pt BUT DID NOT sL33p,
L1v3D BUT DID NOT L1v3 IN 1TS G3NTLY HUMMING, G3NTLY
VIBRA4TING, SOFTLY 1LLUMIN4T3D K3NN3L B4CK 1IN 4 D4RK
CORN3R OF TH3 F1R3HOUS3. T3 D1M L1GHT OF ON3 1N TH3
MORNING, TH3 MOONLI1GHT FROM TH3 OP3N SKY FR4M3D
THROUGH TH3 GR34T WINDOW, TOUCH3D H3R3 4ND TH3R3
ON TH3 BR4ss 4ND TH3 cOpp3R 4ND TH3 sT33L OF TH3
F41INTLY TR3MBLING B34sT. LL1cHT FL1CK3R3D ON B1TS OF
RUBY G14ss 4ND ON s3NslTlv3 c4prlir4ry a4lrs 1IN TH3
NYLON-BRUSH3D NOSTR1LS OF TH3 CR34TUR3 TH4T QU1V3R3D
G3NTLY, G3NTLY, G3NTLY, 1TS 31GHT L3GS sP1D3R3D UND3R
1T ON RUBB3R-P4DD3D P4WS.

MONT4G sr.1p pOwN TH3 BR4ss POL3. H3 w3nT Out TO
LOOK 41 a3 clTY 4ND TH3 cLOUDS H4D CcL34R3D 4w4Y cOM-
PL3T3LY, 4ND H3 L1T 4 c1G4R3TT3 4ND c4M3 B4cK TO B3ND
DOWN 4ND LOOK 4T TH3 HOUND. 1T W4s L1k3 4 Gr34T B33
cOM3 HOM3 FROM sOM3 F13LD wH3R3 TH3 HON3Y 1s FULL OF



24 FAHRENHEIT 451

PO1sON wlLDN3ss, OF INs4N1TY 4ND N1GHTM4R3, 1TS BODY
cR4MM3D W1TH TH4T OV3R-R1CH N3CT4R 48D NOW 1T w4s
sL.33PING TH3 3v1L OuT OF 1TS3LF.

“H3110,” walsP3R3D MONT4G, F4scIN4T3D 4s 4rw4ys
w1TH TH3 D34D B34sT, TH3 L1VING B34ST.

Nlcuts wH3N THINGS GOT DULL, wHICH w4s 3v3RY
NlcaT, TH3 M3N sL1D DOWN TH3 BR4ss POL3s, 4ND S3T TH3
TlckING cOMBINATIONS OF TH3 OLF4CTORY SYST3M OF TH3
HOuxDp 4ND L3T L00s3 r4T1s IN TH3 FIR3HOUS3 4R34-w4Y,
4ND sOm3TIMm3s cHlck3Ns, 4ND sOmM3TlMmM3s c4ts THAT
wOuLD 14v3 10 B3 DROWN3D 4NYW4y, 4ND TH3R3 wOULD
B3 B3TTING TO $33 wilcH TH3 HOuND wOULD $3173 F1RST.
Tu3 4N1m4Ls w3R3 TURN3D L00s3. THR33 s3cONDS L4T3R
TH3 G4M3 w4s DON3, TH3 R4T, c4T1, OR cHlCcKk3N c4UGHT
H4LF 4cr0ss TH3 4RrR34w4y, Gr1prP3D IN G3NTLING pP4ws
wHI1L3 4 FOUR-1INcH HOLLOW sT33L N33DL3 PLUNG3D DOWN
FROM TH3 PROBOscls OF TH3 HOunD TO INj3cT M4ss1v3
jOrrs Or MORPHIN3 Or PROC4IN3. TH3 P4WN w4s TH3N
TOss3D IN TH3 INCIN3R4TOR. 4 N3W G4M3 B3G4N.

MONT4G sT4Y3D UPST41RS MOST N1GHTS WH3N TH1S W3NT
ON. Tu3r3 4D B33N 4 TIM3 TWO Y34RS 460 wH3N H3 H4D
B3T wlTH TH3 B3ST OF TH3M, 4ND LOST 4 Ww33K’s S41.4RY 4ND
F4c3p MI1LDR3D’s INS4N3 4NG3R, wH1lcH sHOW3D 1TS3LF
1IN v31ns 48D BLOTCH3S. BUT NOW 4T N1GHT H3 14y 1IN H1S
BUNK, F4c3 TURN3D TO TH3 w4LL, L1sT3NING TO wHOOPS
Or 14UGHT3R B3LOW 4ND TH3 P14NO-STRING SCURRY OF R4T
F331, TH3 V10LIN sQu34kING OF m1c3, 4ND TH3 GR34T
sH4p0wI1NG, MOT10N3D slr.3nc3 OF TH3 HOUND L34PING
Out L1x3 4 MOTH 1IN TH3 R4W LlcHT, FINDING, HOLDING
1ts vlictlym, Ins3rTING TH3 N33DL3 4ND GOING B4ck TO
I71s k3NN3L TO D13 45 1F 4 swlTcH H4D B33N TURN3D.

MONT4G TOUCH3D TH3 MUZZL3.

Tu3 HOunD GROWL3D.

MONT4G JuMP3D B4CK.

Tu3 HOunDp H4LF ROs3 IN ITs kK3NN3L 48D LOOK3D 41
HlM wlTH GR33N-BLU3 N30ON LlGHT FL1CK3RING 1IN 1ITS
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SUDD3NLY 4cTlv413D 3Y3-BULBS. 1T GROWL3D 4G41N, 4
STRANG3 R4sPING cOMBIN4TION OF 3L3cTR1C4L slzz13, 4
FRYING sOUND, 4 scr4rING Or m3T14L, 4 TURNING OF cOGs
THAT $33M3D RUSTY 4ND 4NCc13NT wlTH susplclON.

“NO, NO, BOY,” s41p MONT4G, H1s H34RT POUNDING.

H3 s4w TH3 s1Lv3R N33DL3 3xT3ND3D UPON TH3 41R 4N
INCH, PULL B4CK, 3XT3ND, PULL B4CK.

Tu3 GrROWL s1MM3R3D 1IN TH3 B34sT 48D 1T LOOK3D 4T
HlMm.

MONT4G B4ck3p uvp. Tu3 HOuxp TOOK 4 st3P FROM
I1s k3NN3L. MONT4G GR4BB3D TH3 BR4ss POL3 wlTH ON3
H4ND. Tu3 pOL3, R34CTING, sLID UPW4RD, 4ND TOOK H1M
THROUGH TH3 c31LING, Qul3TLY. H3 s1t3PP3D OFF 1IN TH3
H4LF-L1T D3ck OF TH3 UPP3R L3v3L. H3 w4s TR3MBLING
4ND H1s F4c3 w4s Gr33N-wH1T3. B31L.0Ow, TH3 HOUND H4D
SUNK B4cK DOWN UPON 11s 31GHT INCR3D1BL3 1INS3cT L3GS
4ND w4s HUMMING TO 1Ts3LF 4G41N, 1Ts MULT1-F4C3T3D
3v3s 4T p34c3.

MONT4G sTO0D, L3TTING TH3 F34RS P4ss, BY TH3 DROP-
HOL3. B3HIND HIM, FOUR M3N 4T 4 c4RD T4BL3 UND3R 4
GR33N-L1DD3D LlGHT IN TH3 CORN3R GI4ANC3D BRI13FLY
BUT s41D NOTHING. ONLY TH3 M4N wlTH TH3 C4pPT41N’S
H4T 4ND TH3 s1GN OF TH3 PHO3N1x ON H1S H4T, 4T 14ST,
cUurl0us, H1s PL4YING c4rDs IN H1S THIN H4ND, T4LK3D
4crOss TH3 LONG ROOM.

“MONT4G. .. P”

“11 DO3sN’T L1k3 M3,” s41p MONT4G.

“Wudr, a3 HOunp?” Tu3 C4rr4lN stupl3p uls
C4RDS.

“COm3 OFF 1t. 1T DO3sN’T LIk3 Or DIsLI1k3. 1T jusT
‘FUNCTI1ONS.” 11°s L1k3 4 13ssON 1N B4rrlstlcs. 1T H4Ss 4
TR4J3cTORY W3 D3clD3 FOR IT. IT FOLLOWS THROUGH. 1T
T4RG3TS 11s3LF, HOM3s 1Ts3LF, 4ND cuTs OFF. 1T’s ONLY
cOprp3R WIR3, sTOR4G3 B4TT3R13S, 4ND 3L.3CcTR1CITY.”

MONT4G sw4LLOW3D. “1Ts c4Lcur4TORS c4N B3 s3T TO
4Ny cOMBINATION, sO M4NY 4M1INO 4clps, sO MUCH SUL-
PHUR, SO MucH BUTT3RF4T 4ND 4Lxk4L1N3. Rlcur?”
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“W3 4LL xNOW TH4T.”

“4rL OF THOS3 cH3Mm1c4L B414NC3s 4ND P3RC3NT4G3S
ON 4L OF us H3R3 1IN TH3 HOUS3 4R3 R3CORD3D 1IN TH3
M4sT3R F1L.3 DOWNsT41Rs. 1T wOULD B3 34sy FOR sOM30N3
170 s31 UP 4 P4rrl4r. cOmMBIN4ATION ON TH3 HOUND’S
‘M3MORY,” 4 TOUucH OF 4M1NO 4clps, P3rE4PS. THAT WOULD
4ccOunt FOR wha4T TH3 4N1M4L DID JusT NOw. R34cT3D
TOW4RD M3.”

“H3LL,” s41p TH3 C4prT41N.

“1rrlT413D, BUT NOT COMPL3T3LY 4NGRY. JUsT 3NOUGH
‘M3MORY” 3T UP IN 1T BY sSOM30N3 sO 1T GROWL3D wH3N 1
T0UCH3D 1T1.”

“Wn0 wOuLp b0 4 tulnc L1k3 Todr?P.” 4sk3p TH3
C4prt41N. “YOU H4V3N'T 4NY 3N3M13s H3R3, Guy.”

“NON3 TH4T 1 KNOW OF.”

“W3’LL H4v3 tH3 HOUND cH3ck3D BY OUR T3cHN1c14Ns
TOMORROW.”

“Tuls 1sN’T TH3 FIRST TIM3 11°S THR34T3N3D M3,” s41D
MONT4G. “L4st MONTH 1T H4PP3N3D TW1C3.”

“W3’LL F1x 11 up. DON’T WORRY”

Butr MONT4G D1D NOT MOV3 48D ONLY sTOOD THINKING
OF TH3 V3NT114TOR GR1LL3 1IN TH3 H4LL 4T HOM3 4ND WHAT
14y H1DD3N B3HIND TH3 GRILL3. 1F sOM30N3 H3R3 1IN TH3
FIR3HO0US3 KN3w 4BOUT TH3 V3NT114TOR TH3N MI1GHTN’T
a3y “T3LL” T3 HOuND . . . P

Tu3 C4rr41N c4m3 Ov3r TO TH3 DROP-HOL3 4ND G4v3
MONT4G 4 QU3sTIONING GL4NC3.

“1 w4s just F1GURING,” s41D MONT4G, “wH4T DO3s TH3
HOunp tHINK 4B0UT DOWN TH3R3 NlcuTS? 1s 1T cOMING
41.1v3 ON Us, R34LLy? 1T M4k3s M3 cOLD.”

“It DO3sN’T THINK 4NYTHING W3 DON'T wW4ANT 1T TO
THINK.”

“Tu4T’s s4p,” s41p MO~NT4G, Qul3TLY, “B3Cc4Us3 4LL
w3 PUT INTO 1T 1s HUNTING 4ND FINDING 4ND K1LLING.
W4t 4 sa4m3 1F THAT’S 4LL 1T c4N 3v3R KNOW.”™

B34ty sNORT3D, c3NTLY. “H3LL! 11°s 4 rFIN3 BlT OF
cr4rTsm4ansulr, 4 cOOp RIFL3 TH4T c4N F3TCcH 1TS OWN
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T4RG3T 4ND GU4R4NT33s TH3 BULL’S-3Y3 3V3RY T1M3.”

“Tu4r’s why,” s41p MONT4G. “1 WOULDN'T w4NT TO B3
11s N3xT vlcTlMm.

“Wny? YOu cOr 4 culrory cOnscl3ne3  4B0ur
sOM3THING?”

MONT4G G14NC3D UP SW1FTLY.

B34ttYy sT00D TH3R3 LOOKING 4T HIM sT34D1Ly wlTH
H1s 3v3s, wH1L3 H1s MOuTH 0P3N3D 4ND B3G4N TO 14UGH,
V3RY SOFTLY.

ON3 WO THR33 FOUR Flv3 slx s3v3N D4ys. 4ND 4s
M4ANY TIM3s H3 c4m3 Out OF TH3 HOUS3 4ND C1r4rlss3
w4s TH3R3 sOM3wH3R3 IN TH3 WORLD. ONC3 H3 s4w H3R
SH4KING 4 w4LNUT TR33, ONC3 H3 s4w H3R SITTING ON TH3
L4wWN KNITTING 4 BLU3 sw34T3R, THR33 OrR FOUR TIm3s
13 FOuND 4 BOUuQU3T OF 1413 FLOW3RSs ON H1Ss PORCH, OR 4
HANDFUL OF cH3sTNUTS 1IN 4 L1TTL3 s4cK, OrR sOM3 4UTUMN
L.34v3s N341Ly PINN3D TO 4 su33t Or wHlT3 P4P3R 4ND
THUMBT4CK3D TO H1s DOOR. 3v3RY D4y Cr4Rr1ss3 w4LK3D
H1M TO TH3 CORN3R. ON3 D4y 1T W4s R4INING, TH3 N3XT 1T
w4s cL34R, TH3 D4Y 4FT3R TH4T TH3 WIND BL3W STRONG,
4ND TH3 D4Y 4FT3R TH4T 1T W4s M1LD 4ND c41M, 4ND TH3
D4Y 4FT3R TH4T c4LM D4y w4s 4 D4y L1k3 4 Furn4c3 OF
SUMM3R 4ND CrL4Rr1ss3 wlTH H3R F4C3 4LL SUNBURNT BY
1413 4FT3RNOON.

“Wnay 1s 11,” H3 s41p, ON3 TIM3, 4T TH3 SUBW4Y
3NTRANC3, “1 F33L 1'v3 KNOWN YOU SO M4ANY Y34RsP”

“B3c4us3 1 L1k3 YOu,” su3 s4lp, “4xp 1 DON'T
wANT 4ANYTHING FROM YOU. 48D B3c4us3 w3 kNOw 34cH
OTH3R.”

“YOu m4x3 M3 F33L v3RY OLD 4ND V3RY MUCH L1k3 4
F4TH3R.”

“NOw YOu 3xpL41N,” su3 s41p, “wHy YOU H4VIN'T 4NY
p4ucHT3RS L1k3 M3, 1r YOU LOV3 cH1LDR3N sO MmucH?”

“1 pON’T KNOW.”

“YOu’r3 jOx1nG!”

“1 Mm34Nn—" H3 st0PP3D 4ND sHOOK H1S H34D. “W3LL,
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MY W1F3, sH3 . . . SH3 JUST N3V3R WANT3D 4NY CHILDR3N
4t 4LL.”

Tu3 cI1rL stOPP3D sMILING. “1I’'M SORRY. 1 R34LLy,
THOUGHT YOU W3R3 H4VING FUN 4T MY 3xP3Ns3. 1'm 4
rFOOL.”

“NO, NO,” 13 s41p. “1T w4s 4 c00D Qu3sT1ON. 1T’s B33N
4 1.ONG TIM3 sInc3 4NYON3 c4RrR3D 3NOucH TO 4sK. 4 c00D
Qu3sTl1ON.”

“L31’s 141k 4B0UT sOM3THING 31Ls3. H4v3 YOU 3v3R
sM3LL3D OLD L34v3s? DONT TH3Y sM3LL L1k3 cINN4MON?
H3Rr3. SM3LL.”

“Wny, v3s, 11 1s L1k3 cINN4AMON 1IN 4 w4y.”

Su3 LO0k3D 41 HlM wlTH H3R CL34R D4RK 3Y3s. “YOu
41w4ys s33M sHOCK3D.”

“171’s just 1 H4v3N'T H4D TIM3—"

“D1p YOU LOOK 41 TH3 STR3TCH3D-0UT B1LLBO4RDS L1K3
1 TOLD YOU?”

“1 THINK sO. Y3s.” H3 n4p 10 1.4UGH.

“YOUR L4ucH sOUNDS MUCH N1c3R TH4N 1T D1D”

“DO03s 11?7~

“MucH MOR3 rR31.4x3D.”

H3 r3rr 41 3453 4ND cOMFORT4BL3. “WHY 4R3N'T YOU
1IN sca00L? 1 $33 YOU 3v3RY D4Y WAND3RING 4ROUND.”

“On, TH3Y DON’T M1ss M3,” su3 s41p. “1’M 4NT1-s0c14L,
TH3Y s4Y. 1 pON’T MIX. 1T°s SO sTR4NG3. 1'M V3Ry sOcl4L
IND33D. 1T 4LL D3P3NDs ON wH4T YOU M34N BY sOcl4i,
p03sN’t 1TP SOcl4L 10 M3 M34Ns T4LKING 4B0UT THINGS
L1k3 TalS.” SH3 R4TTL3D SOM3 CH3STNUTS TH4T H4D
F4LL3N OFF TH3 TR33 1IN TH3 FRONT Y4RD. “OR T4LKING
480uT HOW STRANG3 TH3 WORLD 1s. B31NnG wlTH P30PL3 18
N1c3. But 1 pON'T THINK 1T°s sOcl41L 1O ¢31 4 BUNCH OF
p30rL3 TOG3TH3R 4ND TH3N NOT L3T TH3M T4LK, DO YOU?
4N HOUR OF TV c14ss, 4N HOUR OF B4sk3TB4LL OR B4S3B4LL
OrR RUNNING, 4NOTH3R HOUR OF TRANSCRIPTION HISTORY OR
P41INTING PlcTUR3S, 4ND MOR3 sPORTS, BUT DO YOU kNOw,
w3 N3v3R 4sK QU3sTI1ONS, Or 4T 1.34sT MOST DON’T; TH3Y
JUST RUN TH3 4NSw3Rs 4T YOU, BING, BING, BING, 4ND US
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sltrInGg TH3R3 FOR FOUR MOR3 HOURS OF F1LM-T34CH3R.
Tu41’s NOT sOcl4L 10 M3 41 4LL. 1T’s 4 LOT OF FUNN3LS
4NDp 4 10T OF w4Tt3R POUR3D DOWN TH3 spOur 4nxD Out
T3 BOTTOM, 4ND TH3M T3LLING USs 1T°s wIN3 wH3N 1Ts
NOT. TH3Y RUN US $O R4GG3D BY TH3 3ND OF TH3 D4Y W3
c4AN’T DO 4NyTHING BUT GO TO B3D OR H34D FOR 4 Fun
P4rx 10 BULLY P30PL3 4ROUND, BR34K WINDOWP4N3s 1IN
TH3 WINDOW SMm4sH3R PL4c3 OrR WR3CK c4Rs 1IN TH3 C4Rr
WR3ck3r pr4c3 wlth TH3 BlG sT33L B4LL. OR GO OuT 1IN
TH3 Cc4RS 4ND R4c3 ON TH3 STR33TS, TRYING TO $33 HOW
cL0s3 YOU c4N 63T 10O L4MP-POsSTS, PLAYING ‘CH1CK3N” 4ND
‘KNOcK HUB-c4PS.” 1 cu3ss 1’M 3v3RYTHING TH3Y s4y 1 4M,
41 rlceuT. 1 H4V3N'T 4NY FRI3NDS. TH41’s supp0s3D TO
PROV3 I'm 4BNOrRM4L. Bur 3v3rRYON3 1 kNOw 1s 31TH3R
sHOUTING OrR D4NCING 4ROUND L1k3 wlrLp Or B34TING
uP ON3 4NOTH3R. DO YOU NOT1c3 HOW P30PL3 HURT 34CcH
Otu3Rr NOw4Dp4ys?”

“YOu sOunDp sO v3ry OLD.”

“SOM3TIM3s 1'M 4Nc13NT. 1'M 4FR41D OF CHILDR3N MY
OwN 4¢3. Tu3y k1LL 34cH Otu3R. D1D 1T 41W4YSs us3D 1O
B3 TH4T W4Y? MY UNCL3 s4vs NO. S1x OF MY FR13NDS n4v3
B33N sHOT IN TH3 14sT Y34R 4L0ON3. T3N OF TH3M D13D
IN c4r wr3cks. 1'M 4Fr41D OF TH3M 4ND TH3Y DON’T L1K3
M3 B3c4us3 1’'M 4Fr41D. My UNCL3 s4ys H1S GRANDF4TH3R
R3M3MB3R3D WH3N CHILDR3N DIDNT K1LL 34cH OTH3R.
But tH4T W4s 4 LONG TIM3 460 wH3N TH3Y H4D THINGS
D1FF3R3NT. TH3Y B3L13v3D 1IN R3spONs1BILITY, MY UNCL3
s4ys. DO YOu kNOw, 1’M R3sPONS1BL3. 1 w4s SPANK3D WH3N
1 N33p3Dp 1T, Y34RSs 4G0. 48D 1 DO 41L TH3 sHOPPING 4ND
H0Us3cL34NING BY H4ND.

“But MOsT OF 41L,” su3 s41p, “1 L1k3 10 w4TcH P30PL3.
SOm3TIM3s 1 RID3 TH3 suBw4y 4LL D4y 4ND LOOK 4T
TH3M 4ND L1sT3N TO TH3M. 1 jUusT WANT TO F1GUR3 OuT
wHO TH3Y 4R3 4ND wH4T TH3Y WANT 4ND WH3R3 TH3YR3
GOING. SOM3TIM3s 1 3v3N GO 1O TH3 FUN P4RKS 4ND R1D3
IN TH3 J3T c4rs wH3N TH3Y R4c3 ON TH3 3DG3 OF TOWN
4t m1pNlcuT 4ND TH3 POL1C3 DON'T C4R3 4s LONG 4s
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TH3Y'R3 INSUR3D. 4s LONG 4s 3v3RYON3 H4S T3N THOUS4ND
Insur4nc3 3v3RYONS’s H4pPPY. SOM3TIM3s 1 sN34K 4ROUND
4ND L1sT3N 1IN suBw4ys. Or 1 L1sT3N 4T sOp4 FOUNT41NS,
4ND DO YOU KNOW wH4T?P”

“Wudr?”

“P30rL3 DON’T T41LK 4B0UT 4NYTHING.”

“On, TH3Y MUsT!”

“NO, NOT 4nyrHING. TH3Y N4M3 4 LOT OF c4rs Or
cL0tu3s Or swlMMING-POOLS MOSTLY 4ND s4y nOw sw3LL!
But ta3Y 4LL s4y TH3 s4M3 THINGS 4ND NOBODY s4yvs 4Ny-
THING DIFF3R3NT FROM 4NYON3 31s3. 4ND MOsT OF TH3
TIM3 1IN TH3 c4F3s TH3Y H4V3 TH3 JOK3-B0x3s ON 4ND TH3
s4m3 JOk3s MOsT OF TH3 TIM3, OR TH3 MUslc4L w4LL L1T
4ND 411 TH3 cOLOR3D P4TT3RNS RUNNING UP 4ND DOWN, BUT
17’s ONLY cOLOR 4ND 4LL 4BSTR4CT. 4ND 4T TH3 MUS3UMS,
14v3 YOU 3v3R B33NP 4LL 4BsTR4cT. TH4T’S 4LL TH3R3 1S
NOw. My uNcL3 s4ys 1T w4s D1FF3R3NT ONC3. 4 LONG TIM3
B4ck sOM3TIMm3s p1cTUR3S s41D THINGS OR 3v3N sHOW3D
p30pPL3.”

“YOur uNncL3 s41p, YOUR UNCL3 s41p. YOUR UNCL3 MUST
B3 4 R3M4RK4BL3 M4N.”

“H3 1s. H3 c3rr41nLyY 1s. W3LL, 1'v3 cOT 1O B3 cOING.
GOOpBY3, MR. MONT4G.”

“GO0p-BY.”

“GOOp-BY. . ..”

ON3 T™WO THR33 FOUR Flv3 slx s3v3N D4ys: TH3
FIR3HO0US3.

“MONT4G, YOU sHIN TH4T POL3 L1k3 4 BIRD UP 4 TR33.”

TuIRD D4y.

“MONT4G, 1 533 YOU c4Mm3 1IN TH3 B4cK DOOR TH1S TI1M3.
Tu3 HOunp 80TH3R YOUP”

“NO, n0.”

FOurTH D4Y.

“MONT4G, 4 FUNNY THING. H34RD T3LL TH1S MORNING.
FIr3m4x 1IN S34T1TL3, PURPOS3LY s3T 4 M3cH4N]c4L
HOuxp 10 H1s OwN ca3m1c4r cOmpPL3X 4ND L3T 1T LOOS3.
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W4Tt x1IND OF sulclp3 wOuLp YOU c4rr tidr?”

F1v3 s1x s3v3N D4ys.

4nD TH3N, Cr4Rr1ss3 w4s cON3. H3 p1pN'T kNOwW wH4AT
TH3R3 W4s 4B0uT TH3 4FT3RNOON, BUT 1T w4s NOT s331NG
H3R sOM3wWH3R3 1N TH3 WORLD. TH3 L4WN w4s 3MPTY, TH3
TR33s 3MPTY, TH3 STR33T 3MPTY, 4ND WHIL3 4T FIRST H3
p1p NOT 3v3N kNOW H3 M1ss3D H3R Or w4s 3v3N LOOKING
FOR H3R, TH3 F4CT W4s THAT BY TH3 T1M3 H3 R34CH3D TH3
suBw4y, TH3R3 W3R3 v4GU3 STIRRINGS OF D1s-34s3 1N
HlM. SOM3THING W4s TH3 M4TT3R, H1Ss ROUTIN3 H4D B33N
D1sTURB3D. 4 sImpL3 ROUTIN3, TRU3, 3sT4BLlsH3D 1IN 4
SHORT F3w D4ys, 4ND Y37 . . . ? H3 4L.MOsT TURN3D B4CcK TO
M4Kk3 TH3 W4LK 4G41N, 10 c1v3 u3Rr TIM3 TO 4rP34R. H3
w4s c3rT41IN 1F #3 TR13D TH3 s4m3 ROUT3, 3v3RYTHING
wOuLD WORK OuTt FIN3. But 1T W4s 1413, 4ND TH3 4RR1V4L
OrF H1s TR41N pUT 4 sTOP TO H1S PLAN.

Tu3 rLUTT3R OF c4rDS, MOT1ON OF H4NDS, OF 3Y3L1DS,
TH3 DRON3 OF TH3 TIM3-v01c3 IN TH3 FIR3H0US3 c31LING
“. .. ON3 THIRTY-F1V3. THURSD4Y MORNING, NOV3MB3R 4TH,
... ON3 THIRTY-s1X . . . ON3 THIRTY-S3V3N 4.M. . .. “Tu3
Tlck OF TH3 PLA4YING-C4RDS ON TH3 GR34sY T4BL3-TOP, 4LL
TH3 SOUNDS c4M3 TO MONT4G, B3HIND HI1S cLOs3D 3y3s,
B3HIND TH3 B4RRI3R H3 H4D MOM3NT4R1LY 3R3CT3D. H3
cOuLp F33L TH3 F1R3H0US3 FULL OF GLITT3R 4ND SHIN3
4ND s1r3ne3, OF Br4ss cOLORS, TH3 cOLORs Or cOlIns, OF
GOLD, OF s1rv3r: T3 UNS33N M3N 4Cr0ss TH3 T4BL3 W3R3
slcaING ON TH31R c4RDS, w4lTING.

“. . .ON3 FOrTY-F1Vv3. . .” T3 vO0lc3-cLOck MOURN3D
Out TH3 cOLD HOUR OF 4 cOLD MORNING OF 4 sTlLL cOLD3R
Y34R.

“Wn4r’s WrRONG, MONT4GP”

MONT4G Orp3N3D H1S 3y3s.

4 r4D10 HuMM3D SOM3WH3R3. “. . . w4Rr M4Y B3 D3CL4-
R3D 4NY HOUR. Tu1s cOUNTRY sT4NDS R34DY TO D3F3ND
I1s...”

Tu3 rl1r380Us3 TR3MBL3D 4s 4 Gr34T rrLlcur OF
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13T pL4N3s wH1sTL3D 4 sINGL3 NOT3 4crOss TH3 BL4CK
MORNING SKY.

MONT4G BLINK3D. B34TTY W4s LOOKING 4T HlMm 4s 1F
H3 W3R3 4 MUs3uM ST4TU3. 4T 4Ny MOM3NT, B34T1TY M1GHT
Rr1s3 4np w4rk 4B0ut HIM, TOUCcHING, 3xPLORING HIS
culrr 4ND s3LF-cONsc10usn3ss. Gulur? Wudt culrr w4s
TH4T?

“YOur pL4y, MONT4G.”

MONT4G LOOK3D 41 TH3S3 M3N WHOs3 F4c3s W3R3 SUN-
BURNT BY 4 THOUS4ND R34L 4ND T3N THOUS4AND 1M4GIN4RY
FIRr3s, wH0s3 WORK FLUSH3D TH31R cH33KS 4ND F3V3R3D
TH31R 3¥3s. TH3s3 M3N wHO LOOk3D st34D1Ly INTO TH31R
pLATINUM 1GN1T3R FL4M3S 4s TH3Y L1T TH31R 3T3RN4LLY
BURNING Br4cK plp3s. T3y 4ND TH31R cH4RrRc041 H41R
4ND s00T-cOLOR3D BROWS 4ND BLU1SH-4SH-SM34R3D CH33KS
WH3R3 TH3Y H4D sH4Vv3N cL0s3; BuT TH31R H3R1T4G3
sHOW3D. MONT4G sT4rT3D UP, H1s MOuTH OP3N3D. H4D
H3 3V3R $33N 4 r1rR3M4AN THAT DIDN'T H4V3 BL4CK H4IR,
BL4cK BROWS, 4 F13RY F4c3, 4ND 4 BLU3-sT33L SH4V3D BUT
UNsH4v3D LOOK? Tr3s3 M3N W3R3 4LL MI1RROR-1M4G3s
Or alms3Lr! W3R3 4LL F1rR3M3N P1ck3D TH3N FOR TH31R
LOOks 4s w3LL 4s ti31r prROcLIvVITI3s? T3 cOLOR OF
cIND3Rs 4ND 4sH 4B0UT TH3M, 4ND TH3 CONTINU4L SM3LL
OrF BURNING FROM TH31R plP3s. C4pr41N B34TTY TH3R3,
RlsING 1IN THUND3RH34Ds OrF TOB4ccO smOx3. B34TtTy
0r3N1ING 4 FR3sH TOB4ccO p4ck3T, CRUMPLING TH3 c3LLO-
PHAN3 INTO 4 sOunD OF F1R3.

MONT4G 1LOOK3D 41 TH3 c4rpS 1IN HIS OWN HANDS.
“1-1v3 B33N THINKING. 4B0UT TH3 F1R3 1.45T W33K. 4B80UT
TH3 M4N wHO0S3 L1BR4RY W3 F1x3D. W4T 1H4rr3N3D TO
ulm?”

“Tu3y TO0K 1M scr34Mm1ING OFF TO TH3 4SYLUM™

“H3 w4sN’T 1Ns4N3.”

B341TY 4RRANG3D HIS C4RDS QUI3TLY. “4NY M4N’S
INs4N3 wHO THINKS H3 c4N FOOL TH3 GOV3RNM3NT 4ND

>

US.
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“I'v3 Tr13D TO 1M4GIN3,” s41D MONT4G, “JusT HOW 1T
wOuLD F33L. 1 M34N TO H4v3 FIR3M3N BURN QOUR HOUS3s
4nD Our BOOKS.”

“W3 u4v3N'T 4NY BOOKS.”

“But 1F w3 p1p H4V3 sOm3.”

“YOu cOt sOm3?”

B34TTY BLINK3D SLOWLY.

“NO.” MONT4G G4z3p B3YOND TH3M TO TH3 WA4LL
wlta TH3 TYP3D L1sTS OF 4 M1LL10N FORBIDD3N BOOKS.
Tu31R N4M3s L34pT IN F1R3, BURNING DOWN TH3 Y34RS
UND3R H1s 4x3 4xD H1s HOs3 wH1cH SPR4Y3D NOT W4T3R
BUT K3R0s3N3. “NO.” But 1IN Hls MIND, 4 cOOL wlND
ST4RT3D UP 4ND BL3W OUT OF TH3 V3NT11L4TOR GRI1LL3 4T
HOM3, sOFTLY, sOFTLY, CHILLING H1S F4c3. 4ND, 4G41N,
03 s4w HIMS3LF 1IN 4 GR33N P4RK T4LKING TO 4N OLD
M4N, 4 v3RrY OLD M4N, 4ND TH3 WIND FROM TH3 P4RK W4S
cOLDp, T00.

MONT4G 13s11413D, “W4s—w4s 1T 41w4ys L1k3 Trls?
Tu3 r1r300us3, Our WORk? 1 M34N, w3LL, ONc3 uPON 4
TIM3...”

“One3 urON 4 TIM3!” B34rry s41p. “Wndr xIND OF
141K 1s TH4T?”

FOOrL, tHOucHT MONT4G TO HIMS3LF, YOULL Gl1v3
It 4w4y. 41 T™H3 L4sT FIR3, 4 BOOK OF F41ry T4L3s,
H3'D GL4NC3D 4T 4 SsINGL3 LIN3. “1 M34N,” uH3 s4lp,
“IN TH3 OLD D4ys, B3FOR3 HOM3s W3R3 cOMPL3T3LY
FIR3PROOF3D—" SupD3NLY 1T $33M3D 4 mMucH YOUNG3R
v01c3 w4s sp34k1ING FOR alm. H3 Op3N3D mls MOUTH 4ND
1t w4s Cr4r1lss3 McCL3L14N s4vING, “DI1pN’T FIR3M3N
PR3V3NT FIR3S R4TH3R TH4N STOK3 TH3M UP 4ND G3T TH3M
GOINGP”

“Tudr’s rlcu!” STON3M4N 4ND Br4ck pr3w FORTH
TH31R RUL3 BOOkS, wHlcH 41s0 cONT4IN3D BRI3F
H1sTOR13s OF T3 F1IR3M3N OF 4M3Rr1c4, 4ND 141D TH3M
Out wH3R3 MONT4G, THOUGH LONG FAMIL14R WITH TH3M,
M1GHT R34D:
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“3st4BL1sH3D, 1790, T0 BURN 3NGLISH-INFLU3NC3D BOOKS
IN tH3 COLON13s. F1rsT F1r3m4n: B3N4MIN FRANKLIN.”
RUL3 1. 4Nsw3R TH3 414RM SWIFTLY.

2. St4rT TH3 F1R3 SWIFTLY.

3. BUrN 3v3RryTHING.

4. R3rOrT B4cK TO FIR3HO0US3 1MM3D14T31Y.

5. St4ND 4L.3RT FOR OTH3R 414RMS.

3v3rYON3 w4TtcH3D MONT4G. H3 D1p NOT MOV3.

TH3 41.4rRM SOUND3D.

Tu3 B3LL 1IN TH3 c31LING K1ck3D 1T1s3LF TW(O HUN-
DR3D T1Mm3s. SUDD3NLY TH3R3 W3R3 FOUR 3mMPTY CH41RS.
Tu3 c4rps F3LL IN 4 FLURRY OF sNOw. Tu3 BrR4ss POL3 sH1-
V3R3D. TH3 M3N W3R3 GON3.

MONT4G s4T1 1IN H1s ca41Rr. B3LOw, TH3 OR4NG3 DR4GON
cOucu3p INTO L1F3.

MONT4G sL1Dp DOWN TH3 POL3 L1k3 4 M4N 1IN 4 DR34M.

Tu3 M3cu4nlc4r. HOunp 1.34pt UP IN 1TSs K3NN3L, 1TS
3v3s 4LL GR33N FL4M3.

“MONT4G, YOU FORGOT YOUR H3LM3T!”

H3 s31z3p 11 OFr TH3 W4LL B3HIND HIM, R4N, 1L.34PT,
4ND TH3Y W3R3 OFF, TH3 N1cHT WIND H4MM3RING 4B0UT
TH31R s1R3N sCcR34M 4ND TH31R M1GHTY M3T4L THUND3R!

1T w4s 4 FL.4KING THR33-sTOR3Y HOUS3 1N TH3 4NC13NT
p4rT OF TH3 clTYy, 4 c3NTURY OLD 1F 1T wW4s 4 D4y, BUT
L1k3 4LL HOUs3s 1T H4D B33N G1v3N 4 THIN FIR3PROOF
pr4stlc su34TH M4ANY Y34RS 4G0, 4ND TH1S PR3S3Rv4TIV3
SH3LL $33M3D TO B3 TH3 ONLY THING HOLDING 1T 1IN TH3
SKY.

“H3r3 w3 4r3!”

T3 3NGIN3 st4mM3Dp TO 4 stOp. B34T1TY, STON3MA4N,
4ND Br4ck r4N up TH3 s1p3w4Lk, supD3NLY Op10Us 4ND
F4T 1IN TH3 pLUMP FI1R3PROOF sLlck3rs. MONT4G FOLLO-
w3D.

Tu3y cr4sa3p TH3 FRONT DOOR 4ND GR4BB3D 4T 4
wOM4N, THOUGH SH3 w4s NOT RUNNING, sH3 w4s NOT TRYING
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TO 3sc4r3. Su3 w4s ONLY STANDING, W34VING FROM s1D3 1O
s1p3, H3R 3Y3s F1x3D UPON 4 NOTHINGN3SsS 1IN TH3 WA4LL 45
1¥ TH3Y H4D STRUCK H3R 4 T3RR1BL3 BLOW UPON TH3 H34D.
H3r 1ONGU3 W4s MOvING IN H3R MOUTH, 4ND H3R 3Y3S
$33m3D 1O B3 TRYING TO R3M3MB3R SOM3THING, 4ND TH3N
TH3Y R3M3MB3R3D 4ND H3R TONGU3 MOV3D 4G41N:

“Pr4y a3 M4N, M4sTt3R R1DL3Y; W3 sH4LL TH1S D4Y
L1GHT sucH 4 c4nxpL3, BY GOD’s Gr4c3, 1N 3NGLAND, 45 1
TRUST SH4LL N3v3R B3 puT OuT.””

“3N0ucH OF TH4T!” s41D B34TTY. “WH3R3 4R3 TH3Y?”

H3 s14rp3D H3R F4c3 wlTH 4M471NG OBJ3cTlvITY 4ND
R3P34T3D TH3 QU3sTION. TH3 OLD WOM4N’s 3y3s c4m3 TO
4 rOcus vrPON B34TTY. “YOU KNOW WH3R3 TH3Y 4R3 OR YOU
wOULDN’T B3 H3R3,” sH3 s41Db.

STON3M4AN H3LD OuT TH3 T3L3PHON3 41L.4RM C4RD WlTH
TH3 cOMPL4INT S1GN3D 1IN T3L3PHON3 DUPL1C4T3 ON TH3
B4CK

“H4v3 r34s0N 10 susp3cT 411lC; 11 NO. 3™, CITY.

—3.B.”

“Tudt wOuLDp B3 MRs. BL4k3, my N31GHBOR;” s41D TH3
wOM4N, R34DING TH3 IN1T14LS.”

“411 r1cHT, M3N, L3T’s 3T ‘3m!”

N3xt THING TH3Y W3R3 UP IN MUSTY BL4CKN3SS,
SWINGING s1Lv3RrR H4TCH3TS 4T DOORS TH4T W3R3, 4FT3R
411, UNLOCKk3D, TUMBLING THROUGH L1k3 BOYS 4LL ROLLI-
ck 4ND sa0ut. “H3y!” 4 FOUuNT41N OF BOOKS SPRANG DOWN
UuPON MONT4G 4s H3 cLIMB3D SHUDD3RING UP TH3 SH33R
sT41r-w3LL. HOw 1INcONV3NI3NT! 41w4ys B3rOR3 1T H4D
B33N L1k3 SNUFFING 4 c4xpL3. Ta3 pOL1c3 W3NT FIRST
4ND 4pH3s1v3-14P3D TH3 vlcTlM’s MOUTH 4ND B4AND4G3D
HIM OFF INTO TH31R GLITT3RING B33TL3 c4Rs, sO wH3N
YOU 4rr1v3D YOU FOUND 4N 3mpTy HOUS3. YOU W3R3N'T
HURTING 4NYON3, YOU W3R3 HURTING ONLY THINGS! 4ND
sInc3 THINGS R34LLY cOULDN’T B3 HURT, sINc3 THINGS
F3LT NOTHING, 4ND THINGS DON’T SCR34M OR WHIMP3R, 45
TH1S WOM4N M1GHT B3GIN TO scr34M 4ND cRrY OuT, TH3R3
w4s NOTHING TO T34s3 YOUR cONscl3nc3 1413r. YOU
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W3R3 sIMPLY CL34NING UP. J4N1TORI4L WORK, 3ss3NT14L-
LY. 3v3ryrHING 10 1T1s PROP3R Pr4c3. Qulck wlTH TH3
Kk3Rr0s3n3! WHO’s cOT 4 m4TcH!

But NOw, TON1GHT, sOM30N3 H4D sL1pP3D. Tals wOM4N
w4s spOlrINg TH3 RITU4L. TEH3 M3N W3R3 M4kINnc TOO
MucH NO1s3, r4ucHIng, JOkINnG TO cOv3RrR H3R T3RRIBL3
4ccusIng s1r3nc3 B3LOw. SH3 M4D3 TH3 3MmPTY ROOMS
RO4R wlTH 4ccus4TlON 4ND sH4k3 DOWN 4 FIN3 DUST
OF culrr tH4T W4s suck3p 1IN TH31R NOSTRILS 4s TH3Y
PLUNG3D 4BOuT. 1T w4s N31TH3R CRICk3T NOR CORR3CT.
MONT4G F3LT 4N 1MM3Ns3 1RR1T4T10N. SH3 SHOULDN'T B3
u3r3, ON 1O OF 3v3RYTHING!

BOOks BOMB4RD3D H1s sHOULD3RS, H1s 4rRMS, H1S UP-
TURN3D F4c3. 4 BOOK 41.1cHT3D, 4.M0sT 0B3D13NTLY, L1K3
4 wnalt3 pl1c30N, 1IN HISs H4ANDS, WINGS FLUTT3RING. IN
TH3 DIM, WA4v3RING L1GHT, 4 P4G3 HUNG OP3N 4ND 1T w4s
LIk3 4 sNOwy F34TH3R, TH3 WORDS D3L1c4T3LY P4INT3D
TH3R30N. 1N 4LL TH3 RUSH 4ND F3RVOR, MONT4G H4D ONLY
4N INsTANT TO R34D 4 LIN3, BUT 1T BL47Z3D IN H1S MIND
FOR TH3 N3XT MINUT3 4s 1F st4mMp3D TH3R3 WITH F13RY
sT33L. “T1M3 H4s F4LL3N 451.33P IN TH3 4FT3RNOON SUN-
suln3.” H3 prOpp3D TH3 BOOK. 1MM3D14T3LY, 4NOTH3R
F3LL INTO H1S 4RMS.

“MONT4G, UP H3R3!”

MONT4G’s H4ND cL0s3D L1k3 4 MOUTH, CRUSH3D
TH3 BOOK wlTH wWlLD D3vOTION, WlTH 4N INsdNITY OF
MINDL3ssN3ss TO H1s cH3sT. TH3 M3N 4B0v3 W3R3 HURLING
SHOV3LFULS OF M4G4z1N3s INTO TH3 DUSTY 41R. TH3Y F3LL
L1k3 sL.4uGHT3R3D BIRDS 48D TH3 WOM4AN sTOOD B3LOW,
L1k3 4 sm4LL G1RL, 4MONG TH3 BOD13s.

MONT4G 4D DON3 NOTHING. H1s HAND H4D DON3 1T
411, Hls u4np, wlta 4 Br41N OF 11s OwN, wlTtH 4 CcON-
sc13nc3 4ND 4 curlOslty 1IN 34cH TR3MBLING FING3R,
H4D TURN3D THI3F. NOw, 1T PLUNG3D TH3 BOOK B4CK
UND3R HI1S 4rRM, PR3ss3D 1T TlGHT TO sw34TING 4rmPIT,
rusH3Dp Out 3mpry, wlth 4 M4clcl4n’s rLOurlsu! LOOk
13r3! INNOC3NT! LOOK!
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H3 G4z3p, su4k3N, 41 tTH4T wHlT3 H4ND. H3 H3LD 1T
w4y Qut, 4s 1F H3 W3R3 F4R-S1GHT3D.

H3 u31p 1T cL0s3, 4s 1F 13 W3R3 BLIND.

“MONT4G!”

H3 j3rk3D 480UT.

“DON’T sT4ND TH3R3, 1D10T!”

Tu3 B0Oks 14y L1k3 Gr34T MOUNDS OF Fl1sH3s L3FT TO
DRY. TH3 M3N D4NC3D 4ND sL1prP3D 4ND F3LL Ov3R TH3M.
T11L3s cL1TT3R3D TH31R GOLD3N 3v3s, FALLING, GON3.

“K3r0s3n3!”

Tu3y puMp3D TH3 cOLD FLUID FROM TH3 NUMB3R3D 451
T4NKS STR4PP3D TO TH31R sHOULD3RS. TH3Y c0413D 34CH
BOOK, TH3Y PUMP3D ROOMS FULL OF 1T.

Tu3Y HURR13D DOWNST41RS, MONT4G STA4GG3R3D 4FT3R
TH3M 1IN TH3 K3R0S3N3 FUM3S.

“COm3 ON, wOM4N!”

Tu3 wOm4N kN3Lr 4MONG TH3 BOOKS, TOUCHING TH3
DR3NCH3D 1L34TH3R 4ND Cc4RDBO4RD, R34DING TH3 GlLT
TlTL3s wltH H3R FING3RS wHIL3 H3R 3¥3s 4ccus3p
MONT4G.

“YOu c4N’t 3v3R H4v3 My BOOKS,” sH3 s41D.

“YOu kNOw TH3 14w,” s41p B34t1ty. “WH3R3’s YOUR
cOMMON s3ns3? NON3 Or THOs3 BOOKS 4Gr33 wltH 34cH
Otu3Rr. YOUu'v3 B33N LOCk3D UpP H3R3 FOR Y34Rs wlTH 4
R3GUL4AR D4MN3D TOw3R Or B431. Sx4p Out OF 11! T3
p30prL.3 1N THOS3 BOOKS N3v3R L1v3D. COM3 ON NOW!”

SH3 sHOOK H3R H34D.

“Ta3 wa0L3 H0us3 1s cO1NG upr;” s41D B34TTy,

Tu3 M3N w4Lk3D cLuMs1ry TO TH3 DOOR. TH3Y GL4ANC3D
B4cK 4T MONT4G, wHO sTOOD N34R TH3 WOM4N.

“YOu'r3 NOT L34vING H3R H3R3?” H3 PROT3ST3D.

“Su3 wON'T cOM3.”

“FOrc3 u3R, T3N!”

B34T1TY R41s3D H1s H4ND 1IN wH1cH w4s cONc341L.3D TH3
16N1IT3R. “W3’R3 DU3 B4cK 4T TH3 HOUS3. B3s1D3s, TH3s3
F4N4T1cs 41w4ys TRY sulclp3; TH3 PATT3RN’S FAMIL14R.”

MONT4G PL4c3D H1s HAND ON TH3 WOM4N’Ss 3LBOW. “YOU
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c4N cOm3 wltH M3.”

“NO,” su3 s41p. “TH4NK YOU, 4NYw4y.”

“I’m cOuNTING TO T3N,” s41D B34T1TY. “ON3. TW0.”

“PL34s3,” s41p MONT4G.

“GO ON,” s41Dp TH3 WOM4N.

“Tur33. FOur.”

“H3R3.” MONT4G PULL3D 4T TH3 WOM4N,

Tu3 wOMm4N r3PL13D QU13TLY, “1 WANT TO sT4Y H3R3”

“F1v3. S1x.”

“YOu c4x stOp cOuNTING,” su3 s41p. Su3 Op3N3D TH3
FING3Rs OF ON3 H4ND sL1GHTLY 4ND IN TH3 P4LM OF TH3
HAND W4s 4 sINGL3 sL3ND3R 0Bj3CT.

4N OrRDIN4RY K1TCH3N M4TCH.

Tu3 sleut OF 1T RUSH3D TH3 M3N OUT 4ND DOWN 4w4y
FROM TH3 HOUS3. C4rT41N B34T1TY, K33PING H1S D1GNITY,
B4ck3D sLOWLY THROUGH TH3 FRONT DOOR, H1s PINK F4C3
BURNT 4ND SHINY FROM 4 THOUS4ND FIR3s 4ND NIGHT
3xc1T3m3NTs. GOp, THOUGHT MONT4G, HOW TRU3!

4rw4ys 41 Nlceur T3 4r4RM cOm3s. N3v3R BY D4y!
1s 1t B3c4us3 T3 Flr3 1s Pr3TTI3R BY NlcuT? MOR3
sp3cr4cL3, 4 B3TT3R sHOw? Tu3 pINk F4c3 OF B341TY NOW
sHOW3D TH3 F4INT3sT P4AN1c 1IN TH3 DOOR. TH3 WOM4N’S
HAND TWITCH3D ON TH3 sINGL3 m4TcHSTICK. TH3 FUM3S
OF x3Rr0s3N3 BLOOM3D up 4B0UT H3R. MONT4G F3LT TH3
H1DD3N BOOK POUND L1k3 4 H34RT 4G41NST H1S CH3ST.

“GO ON,” s41p TH3 WOM4AN, 4ND MONT4G F3LT HIMS3LF
B4cK 4w4y 4nNDp 4w4y Out OF TH3 DOOR, 4FT3R B34TTY,
pOWN TH3 sT3PS, 4cr0ss TH3 14wWN, WH3R3 TH3 P4TH OF
K3R0s3N3 1.4y L1k3 TH3 TR4CK OF sOM3 3v1L sn411.

ON TH3 FRONT PORCH WH3R3 sH3 14D cOM3 10 w3lcH
TH3M QU1I3TLY WlTH H3R 3¥3s, H3R QU13TN3ss 4 cOND3-
MN4TION, TH3 WOM4N sTOOD MOTI1ONL3SS.

B34ty FL1ck3D H1S FING3RS TO sP4RK TH3 K3R0S3N3.

H3 w4s 100 1413. MONT4G G45P3D.

Tu3 wOm4N ON TH3 PORCH R34cH3D OuT wlTH CONT3MPT
FOR TH3M 4LL, 4ND STRUCK TH3 K1TCH3N M4TCH 4G41NST
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T3 R41L1ING.
P30rL3 r4N Out OF HOUS3s 4LL DOWN TH3 STR33T.

T3y s41p NOtHlne ON TH3IR W4y B4cKk TO TH3
F1R3HOUS3. NOBODY LOOK3D 4T 4NYON3 3153. MONT4G s4T
IN TH3 FRONT $34T wlTH B34T1TY 48D Br4ck. Ta3Y 1D NOT
3v3N sMOx3 TH31R P1r3s. T3y s4T TH3R3 LOOKING OuT OF
TH3 FRONT OF TH3 GR34T s41.4M4ND3R 4s TH3Y TURN3D 4
CORN3R 4ND W3NT S1L3NTLY ON.

“M4st3Rr R1DL3Y,” s41D MONT4G 4T 1.4ST.

“Wu4rt?” s41p B34rry.

“Su3 s41p, ‘M4st3r RIpL3Y.” SH3 s41p sOm3 cr4zy
THING WH3N w3 c4M3 1IN TH3 DOOR. ‘Prd4y T3 M4N,
su3 s41p, ‘M4st3r Rlpr3y.” SOM3THING, SOM3THING,
sOM3THING.”

““W3 sa4LL tHls D4y LlcHT sucH 4 c4nxpL3, BY GOD’s
GR4c3, IN 3NGLAND, 4s 1 TRUST sH4LL N3v3R B3 puT OUT,”
s41p B34TTy. STON3M4AN GLANC3D OV3R 4T TH3 C4rT41N,
4s p1p MONT4G, STARTL3D.

B34ty RUBB3D H1S CHIN. “4 M4N N4M3D L4TIM3R s41D
TH4T TO 4 M4N N4M3D NlcuOr4s R1pL3y, 4s TH3Y W3R3
B3ING BURNT 4L1v3 41 0xFORD, FOR H3R3sy, ON OcTOB3R
16, 1555.”

MONT4G 48D STON3M4AN W3NT B4cK TO LOOKING 4T TH3
STR33T 4s 1T MOV3D UND3R TH3 3NGIN3 WH33Ls.

“I’m ruLL Or BlTS 4ND P13C3s,” s41p B34T1TY. “MOST
FIR3 c4prT41Ns H4v3 TO B3. SOM3TIM3S 1 SURPR1IS3 MYS3LF.
Wdrtcn 1T, STON3M4N!”

STON3M4N BR4K3D TH3 TRUCK.

“D4MmnN!” s41p B34try. “YOU'v3 GON3 RlGHT BY TH3
cORN3R WH3R3 W3 TURN FOR TH3 FI1R3H0US3.”

“WnoO 1s 11?7~

“Wu0 wOuLp 1t B3?” s41p MONT4G, L34NING B4CK
4c41NsT TH3 cLOs3D DOOR 1N TH3 D4RK.

H1s wlr3 s41p, 41 14sT, “W3LL, pUT ON TH3 L1GHT.”

“1 pON’T wANT TH3 L1GHT.”
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“COm3 10 B3D.”

H3 #34rD H3R ROLL 1MP4TI3NTLY; TH3 B3DSPRINGS
SQU34L3D.

“4Rr3 YOU DRUNK?” sH3 s41D.

SO 1t w4s a3 HAND TH4T ST4RT3D 1T 4LL. H3 F3LT
ON3 14ND 4ND TH3N TH3 OTH3R WORK H1Ss c04T FR33 4ND
13T 11 sLump 1O TH3 FLOOR. H3 u3LD H1S P4ANTS OUuT INTO
4N 4BYSS 4ND L3T TH3M F4LL INTO D4RKN3ss. H1s H4NDS
H4D B33N INF3cT3D, 4ND SOON 1T wOULD B3 H1s 4rMS. H3
cOuLp F33L TH3 PO1sON WORKING UP H1S WR1STS 4ND INTO
Hls 3LBOWS 4ND H1s SHOULD3RS, 4ND TH3N TH3 JuMP-Ov3R
FROM SHOULD3R-B14D3 TO SHOULD3R-B1L4D3 1L1k3 4 sP4RK
1L.34PING 4 c4r. H1s n4nps w3R3 r4v3NOUS. 4ND H1S 3v3s
w3R3 B3GINNING TO F33L HUNG3R, 4s 1F TH3Y MUsT LOOK
41 sOM3THING, 4NYTHING, 3V3RYTHING.

H1s wlr3 s41p, “Wn4t 4r3 YOU DOING?”

H3 B414Nc3D 1IN sp4c3 wlTtH TH3 BOOK 1IN H1S sw34Tl-
NG cOLD FING3Rs.

4 MINUT3 14T13R sH3 s41p, “W3LL, JusT DON'T ST4ND
TH3R3 1IN TH3 M1DDL3 OF TH3 FLOOR.”

H3 M43 4 sm4LL sOUND.

“Wn4t?” su3 4sk3D.

H3 m4Dp3 MOR3 sOrT sOunps. H3 sTuMBL3D TOW4RDS
TH3 B3D 4ND sHOV3D TH3 BOOK cLumslLy UND3R TH3 cOLD
plrrOw. H3 rF3LL INTO B3D 4ND HIs wlr3 crl3p Our,
sT4rTL3D. H3 14y F4R 4CcrOss TH3 ROOM FROM H3R, ON 4
WINT3R 1s1.4ND s3r4r4T3D BY 4N 3mPTY $34. SH3 T41L.K3D
1O 1M FOR wH4T $33M3D 4 LONG WHI1L3 4ND sH3 T4LK3D
480uT TH1S 4ND SH3 T41LK3D 4B0UT THAT 4ND 1T W4s ONLY
WORDS, 1L1k3 TH3 WORDS H3 H4D H34RD ONC3 1N 4 NURS3RY
4t 4 ¥r13xD’s HOUS3, 4 TWO-Y34R-OLD cHILD BUlLDING
WORD P4TT3RNS, T4LKING J4RGON, MAKING PR3TTY SOUNDS
IN TH3 41R. BuT MONT4G 41D NOTHING 4ND 4FT3R 4 LONG
wHIL3 WH3N H3 ONLY M4D3 TH3 sM4LL SOUNDS, H3 F3LT
H3R MOV3 IN TH3 ROOM 4ND cOM3 TO H1S B3D 4ND STAND
Ov3r HIM 4nD pUT H3R H4ND DOWN TO F33L H1S CH33K.
H3 xN3w tH4T WH3N SH3 PULL3D H3R HAND 4w4y FROM H1S
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F4c3 1T w4s w3T.

L4713 1N TH3 N1lcHT H3 LOOK3D OV3R 4T M1LDR3D. SH3
w4s 4w4k3. Tu3r3 w4s 4 TINY p4nc3 OF M3L0DY 1IN TH3
41r, B3R S34sH3LL w4s T4MP3D 1IN H3R 34R 4G41N 4ND
su3 w4s L1sT3NING TO F4R P30PL3 1N F4R PL4cC3s, H3R 3Y3S
wlbp3 4ND sT4RING 4T TH3 F4THOMS OF BL4CKN3ss 4B0v3
H3R IN TH3 c31LING.

W4sN’T TH3R3 4N OLD JOk3 480Ut TH3 W1F3 wHO T41LK3D
sO mucH ON TH3 T3L.3PHON3 TH4T H3R D3SP3R4T3 HUSBAND
R4AN Out TO TH3 N34R3sT STOR3 4ND T3L3PHON3D H3R TO
4sk w4t w4s FOR DINN3RP? W3LL, TH3N, WHY DIDNT H3
BUY HIMS3LF 4N 4Uup10-S34su3LL BRO4DC4sTING ST4T10ON
4ND 141K TO H1S W1F3 1413 4T N1GHT, MURMUR, WH1SP3R,
sHOUT, sCrR34M, Y3LL? But widTt wOuLD 13 wilsp3r, wudr
wOuLD 13 Y3LL? Wa4T cOuLD n3 s4y?

4ND SUDD3NLY SH3 w4s sO sTR4NG3 H3 cOULDN’T B3L13v3
03 KN3w H3R 4T 4LL. H3 w4s IN sOM30N3 31s3’s HOUS3,
L1k3 THOs3 OTH3R JOk3s P30PL3 TOLD OF TH3 G3NTL3M4N,
DRUNK, cOMING HOM3 1413 41 NlGHT, UNLOCKING TH3
WRONG DOOR, 3NT3RING 4 WRONG ROOM, 4ND B3DDING
wlTH 4 STRANG3R 4ND G3TTING UP 34RLY 4ND GOING TO
WORK 4ND N31TH3R OF TH3M TH3 W1S3R.

“M1113. . .7” n3 wilsp3r3D.

“Wn4r?r”

“1 p1DNT M34N TO ST4RTL3 YOU. WH4T 1 wANT TO KNOW
Is...”

“W3LLP”

“Wu3N plp w3 M33T1? 4ND WH3R3P”

“Wu3N p1p w3 M33T FOR wi4T?P” SH3 4SK3D.

“1 Mm34N—Or1GcIN4LLY.”

H3 k3w su3 MUsT B3 FROWNING 1N TH3 D4RK.

H3 cr4rlrl3p 1t. “Tu3 rFlrsT TIM3 w3 3v3Rr M3T,
wi3Rr3 w4s 11, 4ND wH3NP”

“Wny, 1T w4s 41—

Su3 st0rp3D.

“1 pON’T XNOW,” su3 s41Dp.
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H3 w4s cOLp. “C4N’T YOU R3M3MB3RP”

“11’s B33N sO LONG.”

“ONLY T3N Y34Rs, TH4T’S 4L.L, ONLY T3N!”

“DONT 631 3xclt3p, I'Mm TRYING TO THINK.” SH3
14UGH3D 4N OpDp L1TTL3 14UGH TH4T W3NT UP 4ND UP.
“Funny, HOwW FUNNY, NOT TO R3M3MB3R WH3R3 OrR WH3N
YOU M3T YOUR HUSB4ND 'R W1F3.”

H3 14y m4ss4cING H1s 3v3s, H1Ss BROW, 4ND TH3 B4CK OF
H1s N3¢k, sLOwry. H3 a3LD BOTH H4NDS Ov3R H1S 3Y3s 4ND
4rrL13D 4 sT34DY PR3SSUR3 TH3R3 45 1F TO cRUSH M3MORY
INTO pPr4c3. 1T w4s sUDD3NLY MOR3 1MPORTANT TH4AN 4NY
Ora3r THING IN 4 L1F3-TIM3 TH4T H3 KN3W WH3R3 H3
H4D M3T M1LDR3D.

“It DO3sN’T M4TT3R,” SH3 W4s UP IN TH3 B4THROOM
NOw, 4ND H3 H34RD TH3 W4T3R RUNNING, 4ND TH3 sw4LL0-
WING sOUND su3 M4D3.

“NO, 1 cu3ss NOT,” H3 s41D.

H3 tr13D T0 cOUNT HOW M4NY TIM3s sH3 sw4LLOW3D
4ND H3 THOUGHT OF TH3 vIslT FROM TH3 TWO zINC-0x1D3-
F4c3p M3N wlTH TH3 clG4r31T3s 1IN TH31R STR41GHT-
LIN3D MOuTHS 4ND TH3 3L3CcTRON1C-3Y3D sN4k3 wINDING
DOWN INTO TH3 1L4Y3R UPON 1L.4Y3R OF N1GHT 4ND STON3 4ND
STAGNANT SPRING W4T3R, 4ND H3 WANT3D TO c4LL Out TO
H3R, HOW M4NY H4v3 YOU T4k3N TON1GHT! TH3 c4psuL3s!
a0w M4NY WlLL YOU T4k3 14T3R 4ND NOT KNOWP 4ND SO
0N, 3v3ry HOur! Or M4yB3 NOT TON1GHT, TOMORROW N1GHT!
4NDp M3 NOT sL33rInG, TONIGHT OR TOMORROW N1GHT OR
4Ny N1GHT FOR 4 LONG wH1L3; NOW THAT TH1S H4S START3D.
4xp 03 tHOUGHT OF H3R IYING ON TH3 B3D WIlTH TH3
TW0 T3CcHN1C14NS STANDING SsTR41cHT OV3R H3R, NOT
B3NT WITH CONC3RN, BUT ONLY STANDING STR41GHT, 4RMS
FOLD3D. 4ND H3 R3M3MB3R3D THINKING TH3N TH4T 1F sH3
p13p, H3 W4s c3rRT41N H3 WOULDN'T CRY. FOR 1T WwOULD B3
TH3 DYING OF 4N UNKNOWN, 4 sTR33T F4c3, 4 N3wsp4P3R
1M4G3, 48D 1T w4s sUDD3NLY SO V3RY WRONG THAT H3 H4D
B3GUN TO cry, NOT 4T D34TH BUT 4T TH3 THOUGHT OF NOT
CRYING 4T D34TH, 4 s1rLLy 3MPTY M4N N34R 4 s1LLY 3MPTY
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wOM4N, WH1L3 TH3 HUNGRY SN4k3 M4D3 H3R STILL MOR3
3MPTY.

HOw p0 vOu c3t sO 3mpry? H3 WOND3R3D. WHO T4K3s
1t Out OF YOU? 4ND TH4T 4WrUL FLOW3R TH3 OTH3R D4y,
T3 DAND3LION! 1T H4D suMM3D UP 3v3RYTHING, H4DN'T
11? “Wadt 4 su4m3! YOU'rR3 NOT 1IN LOV3 wlTH 4NYON3!”
4ND wHy NOT?

W3LL, w4sN'T TH3R3 4 w4LL B3TW33N HIM 4ND M1L-
DR3D, WH3N YOU c4M3 DOWN 1O 1TP LI1Tt3Rr4LLY NOT JUST
ON3, w4rL BuT, sO r4r, THR33! 4nD 3xp3Nslv3, TOO!
4ND TH3 UNCL3s, TH3 4UNTs, TH3 cOuslns, TH3 N13c3s,
a3 N3pa3ws, TH4T L1v3D IN THOS3 w4LLs, TH3 G1B-
B3RING P4cK OF TR33-4P3s THAT s41D NOTHING, NOTHING,
NOTHING 4ND s41p 1T LOuD, LOUD, LOUD. H3 H4D T4K3N
TO c4LLING TH3M R314T1v3s FROM TH3 V3RY F1RST. “HOW’S
Uncr3 LOuls T0p4y?” “Wu0?” “4xp 4unT M4Uubp3?” T3
MOsT sloNIrlc4nT M3MORY H3 H4D OF M1LDR3D, R34LLY,
w4s OF 4 L1trL3 G1RrL 1IN 4 FOR3sT wlTHOUT TR33S (HOW
Opbp!) Or R4TH3R 4 L1TTL3 GIRL LOST ON 4 PL4T34U WH3R3
TH3R3 Us3D TO B3 TR33s (YOU cOuLD F33L TH3 M3MORY OF
TH31R su4pr3s 4L 480uT) sltrING 1IN TH3 C3NTR3 OF TH3
“LIVING-ROOM.” Tu3 L1vING-ROOM; wH4T 4 cOOD JOB OF
1L4B3LLING TH4T W4s NOw. NO M4T1T3R WH3N H3 c4M3 1N,
TH3 W4LLS W3R3 41w4YS T4LKING TO M1LDR3D.

“SOmM3THING MUST B3 DON3!”

“Y3s, sOm3tHING MUST B3 DON3!”

“W3LL, 1.31’s NOT STAND 4ND T41K!”

“L31’s DO 11!

“I’m sO 4D 1 cOuLp splt!”

Wudt w4s 1t 4LL 480ut? M1LDR3D cOULDN’T s4y. WHO
w4s M4D 41 waOM? M1LDR3D D1DNT QUlT3 KNOW. WHAT
w3Rr3 TH3Y GOING TO DO? W3LL, s41p MI1LDR3D, w4lT
4ROUND 4ND $33.

H3 14p w4113D 4R0UND TO $33.

4 6r34T THUND3RSTORM OF SOUND GUSH3D FROM TH3
w4rrs. Muslc BOMB4RD3D HIM 4T sucH 4N ImMm3Ns3
vOLum3 TtH4T H1S BON3Ss W3R3 4L.MOST sH4Kk3N FROM TH31R
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T3NDONS; H3 F3LT H1S 4w vIBR4T3, H1S 3v3s wOBBL3 1IN
Hls u34p. H3 w4s 4 vlctlm OrF cONcuss1ON. WH3N 1T
w4s 411 Ov3r H3 F3LT L1Kk3 4 M4N WHO H4D B33N THROWN
FROM 4 cL1rF, WHIRL3D IN 4 c3NTRIFUG3 4ND sp4T OUT
0v3rR 4 w4T3RF4LL TH4T F3LL 4ND F3LL INTO 3MPTIN3SS
4ND 3MPT1IN3ss 4ND N3V3R—QU1T3—10UucH3D—BOTTOM—
N3V3R—N3v3rR—QUIT3—N0 NOT  QUlT3—T0OUCH3D—
BOTTOM . . . 4ND YOU F3LL sO F4sT YOU D1DN’T TOUCH TH3
s1p3s 31TH3R . . . N3V3R ... Qult3 ... TOUCH3D . .. 4NY-
THING.

Tu3 THUND3R F4D3D. T3 muslc p13p.

“Tu3r3,” s41p M1LDR3D,

4ND 1T w4s IND33D R3M4RK4BL3. SOM3THING H4D H4P-
P3N3D. 3v3N THOUGH TH3 P30PL3 IN TH3 wW4LLs OF TH3
ROOM 14D B4R31LY MOV3D, 4ND NOTHING H4D R34LLY B33N
s3TTL3D, YOU H4D TH3 IMPR3ss10ON TH4T SOM30N3 H4D
TURN3D ON 4 w4sHING-M4cHIN3 Or suck3p YOu up IN 4
clc4ntlc vd4cuum. YOu prROWN3D 1IN Muslc 4ND PUR3
c4cOpaONY. H3 c4M3 Out OF TH3 ROOM sw34TING 4ND ON
TH3 POINT OF cOLL4Ps3. B3HIND HIM, MI1LDR3D s4T IN
H3R CH41R 48D TH3 v01c3s w3NT ON 4G4 1N:

“W3LL, 3v3rRYTHING WILL B3 4LL R1GHT NOW,” s41D 4N
“4unt.”

“On, pON’T B3 TOO SUR3,” s41D 4 “cOusIN.”

“NOw, DON’T G3T 4NGRY!”

“WHO’s 4NGRYP”

“YOu 4r3!”

“1 4m?P”

“YOu'r3 m4p!”

“Way saOuLp 1 B3 m4p!”

“B3c4us3!”

“Tu4t’s 4LL v3RY W3LL,” cR13D MONT4G, “BUT WHAT
4r3 T3y M4p 480uT? WO 4r3 T3s3 P30rL3? WHO’s
Ta4T MAN 4ND WHO’S TH4AT WOMAN?P 4R3 TH3Y HUSBAND 4ND
wl1r3, 4r3 TH3Y DIVORC3D, 3NG4G3D, wadT? GOOD GOD,
NOTHING’S cONN3CT3D UP.”

“Tu3y—" s41p MI1LDR3D. “W3LL, TH3Y-TH3Y H4D TH1S
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Flcut, YOU $s33. Tu3y c3rT41INLY F1GHT 4 LOT. YOU sHOULD
L1sT3N. 1 THINK TH3Y'R3 M4RR13D. Y3s, TH3Y'R3 M4RR13D.
Wiy ?”

4ND 1F 11 w4s NOT TH3 THR33 W4LLs sOON TO B3 FOUR
w4LLs 4xp TH3 DR34M cOMPL3T3, TH3N 1T W4s TH3 0P3N
c4r 4ND M1LDR3D DRIVING 4 HUNDR3D M11L3s 4N HOUR
4cr0ss TOWN, #3 SHOUTING 4T H3R 4ND sSH3 SHOUTING B4CK
4nNDp BOTH TRYING TO H34R WHAT W4s s41p, BUT H34RING
ONLY TH3 SCR34M OF TH3 c4R. “4T 1.34sT K33P 1T DOWN TO
T3 MINIMuM!” 13 Y3LL3D: “Wn4t?” su3 crl3p. “K33p 1T
DOWN 10 F1FTY-F1v3, T3 MINIMUM! “B3 suOur3p. “Tu3
wi4r?” su3 surl3k3p. “Sr33p!” 3 suOur3p. 4ND sH3
pUSH3D 1T UuP TO ON3 HUNDR3D 4ND F1v3 mM1L3s 4N HOUR
4ND TOR3 TH3 BR34TH FROM H1S MOUTH.

Wu3N 13y st3pp3D OuTr OF TH3 C4R, SH3 H4D TH3
S34sH3LLS STUFF3D 1N H3R 34RS.

S1L.3Nc3. ONLY TH3 WIND BLOWING SOFTLY.

“M1LpRr3D.” H3 sTIRR3D 1N B3D.

H3 r34cu3p Ov3r 48D pULL3D ON3 OF TH3 TINY MUSI-
c4r Ins3cts Out OF H3R 34R. “M1LDR3D. M1LDR3D?”

“Y3s.” H3r vO01c3 w4s F41NT.

H3 r3rT H3 W4s ON3 OrF TH3 cR34TUR3S 3L3CTRON1C4LLY
INS3rT3D B3TW33N TH3 sLOTS OF TH3 PHONO-COLOR W4LLS,
sp34k1NG, BUT TH3 sp33cH NOT P13RCING TH3 CRYST4L B4R-
R13R. H3 cOuLDp ONLY PANTOMIM3, HOPING SH3 WOULD TURN
Hls w4y 4nNp s33 HlMm. T3y cOuLp NOT TOUCH THROUGH
TH3 G14SS.

“M1LDpRr3D, DO YOU KkNOW THAT GIRL 1 w4s T3LLING YOU
480uT?”

“Wndt G1rL?” Su3 w4s 4L.M0sT 4S1.33P.

“Tu3 c1rL N3xT DOOR.”

“Wu4t ¢1rL N3xT DOORP”

“YOu kNOw, TH3 HIGH-scHOOL GlrL. CL4R1lss3, H3R
N4m3 1s.”

“0OH, v3s,” s41p uls wlr3.

“1 u4v3N’T $33N H3R FOR 4 ¥3w D4ys—FOUR D4ys T0O B3
3x4cr. H4v3 YOU s33N u3r?P”
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“NO0.”

“1’v3 m34NT 1O T41LK TO YOU 4B0UT H3R. STRANG3.”

“On, 1 kNOW TH3 ON3 YOU M34N.”

“1 THOuGHT YOU wOULD.”

“H3R,” s41p M1LDR3D IN TH3 D4RK ROOM.

“Wu4rt 480uT H3R?” 4sk3D MONT4G.

“1 m34NT TO T3LL YOU. FORGOT. FORGOT.”

“T3LL M3 NOw. Wn4r 1s 11P”

“1 THINK SH3’S GON3.”

“GON3?”

“WnOL3 F4M 1Ly MOV3D OuTt sOM3wH3R3. BuT sH3’S GON3
FOR cO0D. 1 THINK sH3’s D34D.”

“W3 cOuLDN’T B3 T4LKING 4B0UT TH3 s4M3 GIRL.”

“NO. Tu3 s4m3 Glrr. McCrL3L14N. McCL3Li4N, RunN
0v3R BY 4 c4r. FOUR D4YSs 4G0. 1’M NOT sUur3. But 1 THINK
su3’s p34p. Tu3 r4m1ry MOv3D OuTt 4NYw4y. 1 DONT KNOW.
But 1 THINK sH3’S D34D.”

“YOu’r3 NOT sur3 OF 11!”

“NO, NOT SUR3. PR3TTY SUR3.”

“Wny p1pN’T YOU T3LL M3 sOON3RP”

“FOrcOT.”

“FOur p4ys 4¢c0!”

“1 FOrRGOT 4LL 480UT 1T.”

“FOur p4ys 460,” 3 s41D, QU13TLY, LYING TH3R3.

Tn3y 14y TH3R3 1N TH3 D4RK ROOM NOT MOVING, 31TH3R
OF TH3M. “GO0D N1GHT,” sH3 s41D.

H3 u34rD 4 F41INT RUSTL3. H3R H4NDS MOV3D. TH3
3r3cTtrRlc THIMBL3 MOV3D L1k3 4 PR4YING M4NTI1S ON TH3
p1LLOW, TOUcH3D BY H3R HAND. NOwW 1T w4s 1IN H3R 34Rr
4G41N, HUMMING.

H3 L1st3N3D 4ND H1s WIF3 w4s sINGING UND3R H3R
BR34TH.

Outslp3 T3 HOUS3, 4 sH4DOW MOV3D, 4N 4UTUMN WIND
ROs3 uP 4ND F4D3D 4w4y. But TH3R3 W4s sOM3THING 3153
IN TH3 s1L3Nc3 TH4T H3 H34RD. 1T W4s L1k3 4 BrR34TH
3xu41.3p vPON TH3 WINDOW. 1T W4s 1L.1k3 4 F41NT DRIFT OF
GR33N1sH LuMIN3sc3NT sMOk3, TH3 MOTION OF 4 SINGL3
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HUG3 0cTOB3R 1L.34F BLOWING 4CROss TH3 LAWN 4ND 4w4y.
Tu3 HOunDp, B3 THOUGHT. 11’s OuT TH3R3 TON1GHT. 1T’S
Out TH3R3 NOw. 1F 1 Op3N3D TH3 WINDOW . . .
H3 plp NOT OP3N TH3 WINDOW.

H3 4o calris 4xp F3v3R 1IN TH3 MORNING.

“YOu c4n°1 B3 s1ck,” s41p M1LDR3D.

H3 c1.0s3Dp 11s 3v3s Ov3R TH3 HOTN3SS. “Y3s.”

“But YOU W3R3 4LL R1GHT 14sT N1GHT.”

“NO, 1 w4sN’T 411 R1cur” H3 0a34RD TH3 “R314T1Vv3s”
SsHOUTING IN TH3 P4RLOR.

MI1LDR3D sTO0OD OV3R 1ls B3D, cUrR10UsLY. H3 F3LT H3R
TH3R3, H3 s4w H3R wlTHOUT OP3NING HI1S 3v3s, H3R H41R
BURNT BY cH3M1c4Ls 1O 4 BRITTL3 STR4W, H3R 3Y3s wlTH
4 xIND OF c4t4r4cT UNS33N BUT SUSP3CT F4R B3HIND TH3
purlrs, TH3 R3DD3N3D POUTING Ll1ps, TH3 BODY 4s THIN
4s 4 prR4YING MANT1S FROM D13TING, 4ND H3R FL3sH L1k3
wH1T3 B4cON. H3 cOuLDp R3M3MB3R H3R NO OTH3R W4Y.

“WI1LL YOU BRING M3 4sP1RIN 4ND W4T3RP”

“YOu'v3 GOt 10 G31 Up,” sH3 s41p. “11°’s NOON. YOU'V3
SL3PT F1v3 HOURS 1L4T3R TH4N USU4L.”

“WI1LL YOU TURN TH3 P4RLOR OFF?P” 113 4SK3D.

“TH4T1’s MY FAM11Ly.”

“WI1LL YOU TURN 1T OFF FOR 4 s1ck M4NP”

“I’LL TURN 1T DOWN.”

Su3 w3NT Out OF TH3 ROOM 4ND DID NOTHING TO TH3
P4RLOR 4ND c4Mm3 B4ck. “1s TH4T B3TT3R?”

“Tu4NKs.”

“Ta41’s MY F4vOR1T3 PROGR4AMM3,” su3 s41D.

“Wadrt 480uT TH3 4SsP1RINP”

“YOu'v3 N3v3r B33N slck B3FOR3.” Su3 w3NT 4w4y
4G41nN.

“W3LL, I'M slck NOw. I'M NOT cO1ING TO WORK TON1GHT.
C41L B341TY FOR M3.”

“YOu 4cT3Dp FUNNY L4ST N1GHT.” SH3 R3TURN3D, HUM-
MING.

“Wu3r3’s T3 4sp1rINP” H3 cr4nc3p 41 T3 W4T3R-
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GL4ss su3 HAND3D HIM.

“On.” Su3 w4irk3p 10 TH3 B4THROOM 4G41IN. “DID
sOM3THING H4PP3NP”

“4 F1R3, 1s 4LL.”

“1 4D 4 N1c3 3v3NING,” su3 s41p, 1N TH3 B4THROOM.

“Wu4t p01ING?”

“Tu3 P4RLOR.”

“Wudt wds ONP”

“PrOGR4MM3S.”

“Wn4t pROGR4MM3s?P”

“SOM3 OF TH3 B3ST 3V3R.”

“Wno?r”.

“0n, YOU KNOW, TH3 BUNCH.”

“Y3s, TH3 BUNCH, TH3 BUNCH, TH3 BUNCH.” H3 PR3ss3D
4t TH3 P4IN 1IN HIs 3v3s 4nND sUDD3NLY TH3 OpOr OF
K3R0s3N3 M4D3 Hl1wm vOMIT.

MI1LDR3D c4M3 1N, HUMMING. SH3 w4s SURPRIS3D.
“Wny'p YOu 0 tadr?”

H3 100k3p wltH D1sm4y 4T TH3 FLOOR. “W3 BURN3D 4N
OLDp wOM4N wlTH H3R BOOKS.”

“I1’s 4 cO0OD THING TH3 RUG’S W4sH4BL3.” SH3 F3TCH3D
4 MOp 4nD WORk3D ON 11. “1 w3nT TO H3L3N’s 14sT
N1GHT.”

“COuLDpN’T YOU 631 TH3 sHOws 1IN YOUR OWN P4RLORP”

“Sur3, BuT 11’s N1c3 vislTING.”

Su3 w3nt Outr INTO TH3 P4RLOR. H3 H34RD H3R
sINGING.

“MI1LDR3D?P” H3 c4LL3D.

SH3 R3TURN3D, SINGING, sN4PPING H3R FING3RS SOFT-
LY.

“4r3N’T YOU GOING TO 4sk M3 4B0uT L4sT NlcuT?” H3
s41p.

“Wudrt 480uT 11P”

“W3 BURN3D 4 THOUS4ND BOOKS. W3 BURN3D 4 wOM4N.”

“W3LLP”

Tu3 P4RLOR W4s 3xPLODING wlTH SOUND.

“W3 BURN3D cOr13s Or D4NT3 4ND SWI1FT 4ND M4RCUS
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4ur3Llus.”

“W4sN’T 13 4 3ur0P34N?”

“SOM3THING L1K3 TH4T.”

“W4sN’T 13 4 r4p1c41.P”

“1 N3v3R R34D HIM.”

“H3 w4s 4 rdplc4r.” MI1LDR3D rFlppL3D WITH TH3
T3L3PHONS. “YOU DON'T 3xP3cT M3 TO c4LL C4pT41N B347T-
1Y, DO YOU?P”

“YOu must!”

“DON’T suOuT!”

“1 w4sn’t sHOutlnG.” H3 w4s up 1IN B3D, SUDD3NLY,
3NR4G3D 4ND FLUSH3D, sH4KING. T3 P4RLOR RO4R3D 1IN
TH3 HOT 41R. “1 c4N'T c4LL HIM. 1 c4N'T T3LL HIM I'™m
slck.”

“Wny?”

B3c4us3 YOU'R3 4rr4lp, u3 TtHOUGHT. 4 CHILD
F31GNING 1LLN3ss, 4Fr41D 1O c4rL B3c4us3 4rFT3R 4
MOM3NT’s D1scuss1ON, TH3 cONV3Rs4T1ON WOULD RUN SO:
“Y3s, C4rr41N, 1 F33L B3TT3R 4LR34DY. 1’LL B3 1IN 4T T3N
0’cLOck TON1GHT.”

“YOu’rR3 NOT s1ck,” s41p M1LDR3D.

MOn~T4G F3LL B4ck IN B3D. H3 rR34cH3D UND3R HIS
P1LLOW. TH3 H1DD3N BOOK w4s sT1LL TH3R3.

“M1Lpr3D, HOW WOULD 1T B3 1F, w3LL, M4YB3, 1 QUlT
My JOB 4wH11.37”

“YOu waANT TO c1v3 up 3v3RYTHING? 4FT3R 4LL TH3S3
Y34Rrs OF WORKING, B3c4us3, ON3 N1GHT, sOM3 wOM4N 4ND
H3R BOOKS—"

“YOu sHOuLD H4v3 s33N H3R, M1LL13!”

“Su3’s NOTHING TO M3; sH3 sHOULDN'T H4v3 H4D BOOKS.
1t w4s a3R R3spONs1B1LITY, sH3 sHOULD H4v3 THOUGHT OF
THAT. 1 H4T3 H3R. SH3’S GOT YOU GOING 4ND N3XT THING
YOU kNOw w3’LL B3 OuT, NO HOUS3, NO JOB, NOTHING.”

“YOu w3Rr3N’T TH3R3, YOU DIDN'T $33,” H3 s41D. “TH3R3
MUST B3 sOM3THING 1IN BOOKS, THINGS W3 c4AN'T 1M4G1IN3,
1O M4k3 4 wOM4N sT4Y IN 4 BURNING HOUS3; TH3R3 MUST
B3 sOM3THING TH3R3. YOU DON’T sT4Y FOR NOTHING.”
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“Su3 w4s sImpL3-M1IND3D.”

“SH3 w4s 4s r4T10N4L 4s YOU 4ND 1, MOR3 sO p3RH4PS,
4ND W3 BURN3D H3R.”

“Tu41’s w4T3R UND3R TH3 BR1DG3.”

“NO, NOT w4T3R; F1R3. YOU 3v3R $33N 4 BURN3D HOUS3?
1t sMOULD3Rs FOR D4ys. W3LL, TH1S FIR3’LL 14ST M3 TH3
R3sT OF MY L1¥3. GOp! 1’v3 B33~ TRYING TO PUT 1T OUT, 1N
MY MIND, 4LL N1GHT. 1’M cr4zY wlTH TRYING.”

“YOu saOurp a4v3 THOUuGHT OF TH4T B3rOR3 B3cOMING
4 F1rR3M4N.”

“TuOucur!” u3 s4lp. “W4s 1 ¢lv3n 4 cu0lc3? My
GRANDF4TH3R 4ND F4TH3R W3R3 FIR3M3N. IN My s1.33p, 1
R4N 4FT3R TH3M.”

Tu3 P4RLOR W4S PLAYING 4 D4ANC3 TUNS3.

“Tuls 1s T3 D4y YOU GO ON TH3 34RLY SHIFT,” s41D
MI1LDR3D. “YOU sHOULD H4v3 GON3 TWO HOURS 4GO0. 1 jusT
NOT1Cc3D.”

“11’s NOT jUST TH3 WOM4N TH4T D13D,” s41p MONT4G.
“L4st N1cuT 1 THOUGHT 4B0UT 4LL TH3 K3R0S3N3 1°v3 US3D
IN TH3 P4sT T3N Y34Rs. 4ND 1 THOUGHT 4BOUT BOOKS. 4ND
FOR TH3 FIRST TIM3 1 R34L1z3D TH4T 4 M4N W4s B3HIND
34cH ON3 OF T3 BOOKS. 4 M4N H4D TO THINK TH3M UP. 4
M4N H4D TO T4K3 4 LONG TIM3 TO PUT TH3M DOWN ON P4P3R.
4ND 1’'D N3v3R 3v3N THOUGHT TH4T THOUGHT B3FOR3.” H3
GOt Out OF B3D.

“It TOOK sOM3 M4N 4 L1r3T1IM3 M4YB3 TO pUT sSOM3 OF
H1s THOUGHTS DOWN, LOOKING 4ROUND 4T TH3 WORLD 4ND
L1r3, 4ND TH3N 1 c4m3 4L0NG 1N TWO MINUT3S 4ND BOOM!
11°s 411 OV3R.”

“L31 M3 41L0N3,” s41p M1Lpr3Dp. “1 pDIpDNT DO 4NY-
THING.”

“L31 YOU 410N3! TH47’s 4LL v3RY W3LL, BUT HOW c4N 1
L34v3 Mmys3LF 4L0ON3? W3 N33p NOT 1O B3 L3T 4LON3. W3
N33D 10 B3 R34LLY BOTH3R3D ONC3 1IN 4 wH1L3. HOW LONG
1s 1t sInc3 YOU w3R3 r34LLY B0TH3R3D? 480UT SOM3THING
IMPORTANT, 480UT SOM3THING R34LP”

4ND TH3N H3 SHUT UP, FOR H3 R3M3MB3R3D 14ST W33K
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4ND TH3 TWO WHIT3 sTON3Ss sT4RING UP 4T TH3 c31LING
4ND TH3 PUMP-SN4K3 wlTH TH3 PROBING 3Y3 4ND TH3 TWO
sO04p-r4c3p M3N wlTH TH3 cl1G4R3TT3s MOVING 1IN TH31R
MOuTHS WH3N TH3Y T4LK3D. BUT TH4T W4Ss 4NOTH3R M1L-
DR3D, THAT w4s 4 M1LDR3D sO D33P Inslp3 TH1S ON3,
4ND sO BOTH3R3D, R34LLY BOTH3R3D, THAT TH3 TW0) WOM3N
14D N3v3Rr M3T. H3 TURN3D 4w4y.

MI1LDR3D s41p, “W3LL, NOwW YOU'v3 DON3 1T. OUT FRONT
Or T3 HOUs3. LOOK wHO’S H3R3.”.

“1 pON’T c4R3.”

“Ta3Rr3’s 4 PHO3N1X c4R JusT DRI1V3N UP 4ND 4 M4N 1IN
4 Br4ck sulrt wltH 4N OR4NG3 sN4k3 stlTcH3D ON HIS
4rM cOMING UP TH3 FRONT W4LK.”

“C4prr41N B34uTY?” 13 s41p,

“C4rr41N B3471TY.”

MONT4G D1Dp NOT MOV3, BUT sTOOD LOOKING INTO TH3
cOLp wH1T3N3ss OF TH3 W4LL 1MM3D1413LY B3FOR3 H1M.

“GO L3t nlMm 1IN, wlLr YOu? T3LL nlm 1’m slck.”

“T3LL alM YOURS3LF!” Su3 r4N 4 F3w st3ps THls w4y, 4
F3w sT3pPs TH4T, 4ND sTOPP3D, 3Y3s wlD3, wH3N TH3 FRONT
DOOR sP34k3rR c4LL3D H3R N4M3, sOrTLY, SOFTLY, MRS.
MONT4G, MRs. MONT4G, sOM30N3 H3R3, sOM30N3 H3R3,
MRs. MO~NT4G, MRs. MONT4G, sSOM30N3’s H3R3. F4D1ING.

MONT4G M4D3 sUR3 TH3 BOOK w4s w3LL HIDD3N B3HIND
TH3 P1LLOW, cLIMB3D sLOWLY B4cK INTO B3D, 4RR4NG3D
TH3 cOV3Rs Ov3R H1s KN33s 4ND 4CRrOss H1S CH3ST, H4LF-
sltrlNG, 4ND 4FT3R 4 wH1L3 M1LDR3D MOV3D 4ND W3NT
Out OF T3 ROOM 4ND C4prT41N B34TTY STROLL3D 1IN, HIS
H4NDS 1N H1Ss POCK3TS.

“Saur TH3 ‘R314711Vv3s’ UP,” s4lp B34rttYy, LOOKING
4ROUND 4T 3v3RYTHING 3xCc3pT MONT4G 4ND H1S W1F3.

Tuls TtIM3, MILDR3D R4N. TH3 Y4MM3RrING v01lc3s
sTOPP3D Y3LLING 1IN TH3 P4RLOR.

C4r141N B341TY s4T DOWN 1IN TH3 MOST cCOMFORT4BL3
cu4lr wltH 4 p34c3ruL 1LOOK ON H1s RUDDY F4c3. H3
TOOK TIM3 TO PR3P4R3 4ND L1GHT H1S BR4SS P1P3 4ND PUFF
Our 4 ¢r34T sMOk3 cLOUD. “Just THOUGHT 1’D cOM3 BY 4ND
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$33 HOw TH3 slck M4N 1s.”

“HOwW’D YOU GU3ss?P”

B341TYy sm113p Hls sm1L3 walcH sHOw3D TH3 Cc4NDY
PINKN3ss OF als cums 4ND TH3 TINY c4NDY WH1T3N3ss OF
Hls 1331H. “1’v3 s33N 1T 4LL. YOU W3R3 GOING TO c4LL
FOR 4 N1cHT OFF.”

MONT4G s41 1N B3D.

“W3LL,” s41p B34rry, “r4x3 TH3 Nlcur Orr!” H3
3x4MIN3D uls 313rN4L M4TcHBOX, TH3 L1D OF whHlcH
s41D cu4r4NT33D: ON3 MILLION L1cHTS 1IN TH1S 1GN1IT3R,
4ND B3G4AN 1O sTR1K3 TH3 cH3M1c4L M4TCH 4BSTR4CT3DLY,
BLOW Out, sTR1k3, BLOW OuT, STRIK3, sp34K 4 F3w WORDS,
BLOW Out. H3 LOOk3D 41 TH3 FL4M3. H3 BL3W, 03 LOOK3D
4t a3 sMOk3. “Wu3N wlLL YOu B3 w3LLP”

“TOMORROW. Tu3 N3xT D4y M4YB3. Flrst OF TH3
w33k.”

B34TtYy PUFF3D H1s P1r3. “3v3RY FIR3M4N, SOON3R ORr
1413R, H1Ts TH1S. TH3Y ONLY N33D UND3RSTANDING, TO
kNOw HOW TH3 wH33Ls RUN. N33D 1O KNOW TH3 HISTORY
Or Our PROF3ss10N. Tu3y DON'T ¥33D 1T TO ROOK13s L1k3
TH3Y US3D TO. D4MN sH4M3.” Purr. “ONLY F1R3 cH13Fs
R3M3MB3R 1T NOW.” PUFF. “1’LL L3T YOU IN ON 1T.”

MI1LDR3D FIDG3T3D.

B34T1tY TOOK 4 FULL MINUT3 TO s3TTL3 HIMS3LF 1IN 4ND
THINK B4cK FOR wHAT H3 WANT3D TO s4y.

“WH3N pID 1T 4LL st4rT, YOU 4sk, TH1S JOB OF OURS,
n0w plp 1t cOm3 480uT, wi3R3, WiH3N? W3LL, 1'D s4y 1T
R34L1Y GOT ST4RT3D 4ROUND 4BOUT 4 THING c4LL3D TH3
ClvlL W4Rr. 3v3N tTHOUGH OUR RUL3-BOOK cr4lms 1T w4s
FOUND3D 34RL13R. TH3 F4cT 1s w3 DIDNT G3T 41L.0NG
w3LL UNTIL PHOTOGR4PHY c4M3 INTO 1T1S OWN. TH3N—
MOTION pPlcTUr3s IN TH3 34RLY TW3NTI3TH C3NTURY.
R4p10. T31.3v1s10N. THINGS B3G4N TO 1H4v3 M4sS.”

MONT4G s41 1IN B3D, NOT MOVING.

“4ND B3c4us3 TH3Y H4D M4ss, TH3Y B3c4M3 SIMPL3R,”
s41p B34tTy. “ONnC3, BOOKS 4rp341.3D TO 4 F3w P30PL3,
H3R3, TH3R3, 3v3RYWH3R3. TH3Y cOULD 4FFORD TO B3 D1F-
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F3R3NT. T3 WORLD w4s ROOMY. BuT TH3N TH3 WORLD GOT
FULL OF 3v3s 4ND 3LBOWs 4ND MOuTHS. DOUBL3, TR1PL3,
Qu4prurL3 POPULATION. Flrms 4ND R4D10s, M4G4z1IN3s,
BOOKS L3v3LL3D DOWN TO 4 SORT OF p4ST3 PUDDING NORM,
p0 YOU FOLLOW M3?P”

“1 talNk 0.7

B34ty P33R3D 4T TH3 sMOK3 P4TT3RN H3 H4D PUT OUT
On TtH3 41Rr. “PlcTtur3 1T. NIN3T33NTH-C3NTURY M4N
wltH H1s HORS3s, DOGS, c4rts, sSLOwW MOTION. TH3N, 1IN
TH3 TW3NT13TH C3NTURY, sP33D UP YOUR c4Mm3r4. BOOKs
cutr SHORT3R. COND3Ns4TlONs, DI1c3sts. T4BLOlDS.
3v3ryTHING BO1LS DOWN TO TH3 G4G, TH3 sN4p 3NDING.”

“Sn4p 3NDING.” M1LDR3D NODD3D.

“Ci4sslcs cut 10 F1T F1FT33N-M1INUT3 R4D10 sHOWS,
TH3N cuT 4G41N 1O FliL 4 TwO-m1INUT3 BOOK cOLUMN,
WINDING UP 4T 1.4ST 45 4 T3N- OR TW3LV3-LIN3 D1cT10N4RY
R3suM3. 1 3x4ce3r4T13, OF cOurs3. TH3 DlcTlON4R13S
w3R3 FOR R3F3R3NC3. Butr M4Ny w3R3 THOS3 wHO0s3 sOL3
KNOWL3DG3 OF H4ML3T (YOU KkNOW TH3 TI1TL3 c3RT41NLY,
MONT4G; 1T 1s PROB4BLY ONLY 4 F41NT RUMOR OF 4 T1TL3 TO
YOu, MRrs. MONT4G) wi0s3 sOL3 KNOWL3DG3, 4s 1 s4y, OF
H4mL3T w4s 4 ON3-P4G3 D1G3sT IN 4 BOOK THAT CL41M3D:
NOw 41 1.34sT YOU c4N R34D 4LL TH3 cr4sslcs; k33p up
wlta YOUr N31crBORs. DO YOU $33? Out OF TH3 NURS3RY
INTO TH3 cOLL3G3 4ND B4cK TO TH3 NURS3RY; TH3R3’S YOUR
INT3LL3CcTU4L PATT3RN FOR TH3 P4ST F1v3 c3NTUR13s ORr
MOR3.”

MI1LDR3D 4R0s3 4ND B3G4N TO MOV3 4ROUND TH3 ROOM,
plckING THINGS UP 4ND PUTTING TH3M DOWN. B34TTY
16NOR3D H3R 4ND cONTINU3D

“Se33p vp TH3 FlLm, MONT4G, Qulck. Crlck, Plc,
LOOk, 3v3, NOw, Frlck, H3r3, Tu3r3, Swlrt, P4c3, Up,
DOwN, 1N, Our, Way, HOw, Wu0, Wu4r, Wu3r3, 3u?
Un! B4na! Sm4ck! W4LLOp, BING, BONG, BOOM! D163sT-
D1G3sTs, p163sT-D1G3sT-D163sTS. POL1TlCSs? ON3 cOLUMN,
WO s3NT3NC3s, 4 134DLIN3! Tu3N, 1IN M1D-41R, 411 v4N]-
su3s! Wulrr M4N’s MIND 4ROUND 4B0OuT sO F4ST UND3R
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TH3 PUMPING H4ANDS OF PUBL1SH3RS, 3XxPLO1T3RS, BRO4DC4-
ST3RS, THAT TH3 C3NTRIFUG3 FLINGS OFF 4LL UNN3C3SS4RY,
T1M3-w4stING THOUGHT!”

M1LDR3D sMOOTH3D TH3 B3DCLOTH3S. MONT4G F3LT H1S
H34RT JuMP 4ND JumP 4G41N 4s sH3 p4TT3D H1s P1LLOW.
RlcaTt NOw sH3 w4s pULLING 4T H1Ss sHOULD3R TO TRY TO
c3t1 HlM TO MOV3 sO sH3 cOuLD T4k3 TH3 P1LLOW OUT 4ND
FIx 1T N1c3Ly 4ND PUT 1T B4CK. 4ND P3RH4PS CRY OUT 4ND
sT4R3 OR sImpLY R34CcH DOWN H3R HAND 4ND s4y, “WHAT’S
tls?” 4Np HOLD ur T3 nlpp3n BOOK wltn TOUCHING
INNOC3NC3.

“ScH00L 1s sHORT3N3D, D1sclpLIN3 R3L4x3D, pHILO-
sOpul13s, H1sTOR13s, 14NGcu4c3s DROPP3D, 3NGL1ISH 4ND
SsP3LLING Gr4DpU4LLY N3GL3cT3D, FIN4LLY 41MOsT cOM-
pPL3T3LY 16NOR3D. L1r3 1s ImM3Dp1413, TH3 JOB COUNTS,
PL34sUR3 L13s 4LL 4B0uT 4rT3R WORK. WHY L34RN 4NY-
THING $4v3 PR3sSING BUTTONS, PULLING swlTcH3s, F1TT1-
NG NUTS 4ND BOLTS?”

“L31 M3 F1x YOUR P1LLOW,” s41D M1LDR3D.

“NO!” wilsr3r3D MONT4G,

“Tu3 z1pp3R Dlspr4c3s TH3 BUTTON 4ND 4 M4N 14CKS
JusT TH4T MUCH TIM3 TO THINK WH1L3 DR3sSING 4T D4WN,
4 pu1L0sOpH1c4L HOUR, 4ND THUS 4 M3L4NCHOLY HOUR.”

MI1LDR3D s41p, “H3R3.”

“G3t1 4w4y,” s41p MONT4G.

“L1F3 B3cOM3s ON3 B1G PR4TF4LL, MONT4G; 3V3RYTHING
B4ANG; BOFF, 4ND wOw!”

“WOw,” s41p M1LDR3D, YANKING 4T TH3 P1LLOW.

“FOr GOp’s s4k3, 13t M3 B3!” crl3p MONT4G
P4ss10N4T3Ly.

B34ty OP3N3D H1S 3Y3s wlb3.

M1LDR3D’S H4ND H4D FROZ3N B3H1IND TH3 P1LLOW. H3R
FING3Rs W3R3 TR4cING TH3 BOOK’s OUTLIN3 4ND 4s TH3
su4pr3 B3c4M3 F4M1L14R 3R F4c3 LOOK3D SURPR1S3D 4ND
TH3N STUNN3D. H3R MOUTH OP3N3D TO 45K 4 QU3sTION . . .

“3mpTY TH3 TH34T3RS $4v3 FOR cLOWNS 4ND FURN1SH TH3
ROOMS wlTH GL4ss w4LLS 4ND PR3TTY COLORS RUNNING UP
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4nD DOWN TH3 w4LLs L1k3 cONF3TT1 OR BLOOD OR SH3RRY
OR s4uT3RN3. YOU L1k3 B4s3B4LL, DON'T YOU, MONT4GP”

“B4s3B41L’s 4 FIN3 G4Mm3.”

NOw B34ty w4s 41m0st Inv1slBL3, 4 v01lc3 sOm3-
WH3R3 B3HIND 4 SCR33N OF sMOk3.

“Wn4r’s tls?” 4sk3p M1LDR3D, 41.M0sT wlTH D311-
GHT. MONT4G H34v3D B4CcK 4G41NsT H3R 4RMS. “WHAT’S
tHlS H3R3P”

“S1t pOWN!” MONT4G su0uT3p. Su3 jume3D 4w4y, H3R
u4Nps 3mpry. “W3'R3 T4LKING!”

B34tTy W3NT ON 45 1F NOTHING H4D H4PP3N3D. “YOU
L1x3 B0wLING, DON'T YOU, MONT4G?”

“BOWLING, v3s.”

“4ND GOLF?”

“GOLF 1s 4 FIN3 c4Mm3.”

“B4sk3TB4LLP”

“4 FIN3 c4m3.”

“BlrLl4rps, POOL? FOOTB4LLP”

“FIN3 c4Mm3s, 4LL OF TH3M.”

“MOR3 sPORTS FOR 3v3RYON3, GROUP sP1R1T, FUN, 4ND YOU
DON’T 114v3 10 THINK, 3HP ORG4N1Z3 4ND ORGAN1Z3 4ND
SUP3R ORG4N1z3 supP3R-sUP3R SPORTS. MOR3 c4rTOONS 1IN
BOOKks. MOR3 plcTur3s. TH3 MIND DRINKS L3sS 4ND L3ssS.
Imp4T13Nc3. Hlcaw4ys FULL OF crROwDS GOING sOm3-
WH3R3, SOM3wWH3R3, sOM3wH3R3, NOWH3R3. TH3 c4s0LIN3
R3FUG33. TOWNS TURN INTO MOT3LS, P30PL3 1IN NOM4DI1C
SURG3Ss FROM pL4c3 1O rr4c3, FOLLOWING TH3 MOON T1D3s,
L1vING TON1GHT 1IN TH3 ROOM WH3R3 YOU sL3pT TH1S NOON
4np 1 tH3 N1cHT B3FOR3.”

MI1LDR3D W3NT Out OF TH3 ROOM 4ND Sst4MM3D TH3
DOOR. TH3 PARLOR “4UNTS” B3G4N TO 14UGH 4T TH3 P4RLOR
“UNCL3s.”,

“NOw 131’s T4k3 vp TH3 MINORITI3s IN OUr clvl-
L1z47110N, su4rr w3? Blce3r a3 pOPuL4TION, TH3 MOR3
MINORITI3s. DON'T sT3P ON TH3 TO3s OF TH3 DOG-LOV3RS,
TH3 c41-LOV3RS, DOCTORS, 14WY3RS, M3RCH4ANTS, CHI3FS,
MORrMONS, B4prlsts, UNnIT4R14NS, $3cOND-G3N3R4TION
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Culn3s3, Sw3p3s, 1141.14Ns, G3rM4NS, T3x4ns, BROOK-
LyN1T3s, 1IR1saM3N, P30pPL3 FROM OR3GON OrR M3x1c0. TH3
p30pL3 1N TH1S BOOK, TH1S pL4Y, THIS TV s3r14L 4r3 NOT
M34NT TO R3PR3S3NT 4NY 4cTU4L P4INT3RS, C4RTOGR4-
pH3RS, M3cH4N]1Cs 4NYWH3R3. TH3 B1GG3R YOUR M4RK3T,
MONT4G, TH3 1.3ss YOU HANDL3 cONTROV3RSY, RAM3MB3R
tadr! 4L a3 MINOR MINOR MINORITI3s wltn TH31R
N4v3Ls T0 B3 k3PT cL34N. 4UTHORS, FULL OF 3v1L THOUGHTS,
LOck UP YOUR TYP3WR1IT3Rs. TH3Y D1D. M4G471N3s B3c4m3
4 N1c¢3 BL3ND OF v4N11L4 14P10c4. BOOKs, sO TH3 D4MN3D
sNOBBlsu crltlcs s41p, w3r3 DIsHW4T3R. NO WOND3R
BOOKs sTOPP3D S3LLING, TH3 crlTlcS s41p. BuT TH3 PUB-
Llc, xNOWING wH4T 1T WANT3D, SPINNING H4pPlLy, 13T
TH3 cOM1c-BOOKS SURVIV3. 4ND TH3 THR33-D1M3NS10N4L
s3x-M4G471N3s, Or cOurs3. Tu3r3 YOu u4v3 1t, MONT4G.
It D1DN'T cOM3 FROM TH3 GOV3RNM3NT DOWN. TH3R3 w4s
NO plctum, NO D3cL4r4TION, NO c3NsOrsH1P, TO ST4RT
wlth, NO! T3cun0LOGY, m4ss 3xpL01T4T10N, 4ND MINO-
R1TY PR3SSUR3 C4RR13D TH3 TR1CK, TH4NK GOD. TOD4Y,
TH4ANKS TO TH3M, YOU c4N sT4y H4pPY 4LL TH3 TIM3, YOU
4Rr3 4L.L.OW3D TO R34D cOMm1cs, TH3 cO0D OLD cONF3ss10Ns,
OrR TR4D3-JOURN4LS.”

“Y3s, Bur wH4T 4B0UT TH3 FIR3M3N, TH3NP” 4SK3D
MONT4G.

“4n.” B34TTY L34N3D FORW4RD 1IN TH3 F4INT M1sT OF
sMOk3 FROM H1s p1r3. “WH4T MOR3 34s1Ly 3xrPL41N3D 4ND
N4TUR4L? W1tH scHOOL TURNING OUuT MOR3 RUNN3RS, JUM-
P3RS, R4C3RS, TINK3R3RS, GR4BB3RS, SN4TCH3RS, FL13RS,
4ND swlMM3Rs INST34D OF 3x4M1N3RS, cR1TlCS, KNOW3RS,
4AND 1m4c1IN4Tlv3 crR3410RS, TH3 WORD ‘INT3LL3CTU4L,
OF cOurs3, B3c4m3 TH3 sw34r WOrRD It D3s3rv3D TO
B3. YOU 4rw4ys DR34D TH3 UNF4MILI14Rr. Sur3Ly YOU
R3M3MB3R TH3 BOY 1IN YOUR OwN scHOOL cr4ss wHO w4s
3xc3prTlON4LLy ‘BrR1GHT,” 1D MOsT OF TH3 R3Cc1TING 4ND
4ANsw3RrRING WHIL3 TH3 OTH3RS s4T L1k3 sO M4NY 1L.34D3N
1p0Ls, H4TING HIM. 4ND W4sSN’T 1T THIS BR1GHT BOY YOU
s31.3cT3D FOR B34TINGS 4ND TORTUR3S 4FT3R HOURS? OF



FAHRENHEIT 451 57

cOurs3 11 w4s. W3 musT 4LL B3 4L1k3. NOT 3v3RYON3
BORN FR33 4ND 3Qu4L, 4s TH3 CONSTITUTION S4Ys, BUT
3v3rYON3 M4D3 3Qu4L. 34cH M4N TH3 1M4G3 OF 3v3RY
0tH3R; TH3N 4LL 4R3 H4PPY, FOR TH3R3 4R3 NO MOUNT41NS
10 M4k3 TH3M cOW3R, TO JuDG3 TH3MS31v3s 4G4 1nsT. SO! 4
BOOK 1s 4 L04Dp3Dp GuN 1IN TH3 HOUS3 N3xT DOOR. BURN 1T.
T4x3 TH3 sHOT FROM TH3 W34PON. BR34cH M4N’S MIND.
W0 kNOws wHO M1GHT B3 TH3 T4RG3T OF TH3 W3LL-R34D
M4AN? M3? 1 wONT sTOM4cu t3M FOR 4 MINUT3. 4ND SO
WH3N HOUS3s W3R3 FIN4LLY F1R3PROOF3D cOMPL3T3LY, 4LL
Ov3r TH3 WORLD (YOU W3R3 cORR3CT 1IN YOUR 4ssumpT1ON
a3 0TH3R N1cHT) TH3R3 W4s NO LONG3R N33D OF F1IR3M3N
FOR TH3 OLD PURPOs3s. TH3Y w3R3 G1v3N TH3 N3w OB, 45
custOD14Ns OF Our r34c3 Or m1IND, TH3 FOcus OF OUR UN-
D3RSTAND4BL3 4ND RIGHTFUL DR34D OF B3ING INF3RIOR;
Orrlcl4r c3nsOrs, jupc3s, 4ND 3x3cuTOrs. TH4T's YOU,
MONT4G, 4ND THAT’S M3.”

Tu3 pOOR TO TH3 PA4RLOR OP3N3D 4ND M1LDR3D sTOOD
TH3R3 LOOKING 1IN 41 TH3M, LOOKING 4T B34TTY 4ND TH3N
41 MONT4G. B3HIND H3R TH3 w4LLs OF TH3 ROOM W3R3
FLOOD3D W1lTH GR33N 4ND Y3LLOW 4ND OR4NG3 FIR3WORKS
$1zzLING 4ND BURSTING TO sOM3 muslc cOmp0Os3D 41.MOST
cOmrPL3T3LY OF TR4P DRUMS, TOM-TOMS, 4ND cymMB4Ls. H3R
MOuTH MOV3D 4ND sH3 w4s s4YING sOM3THING BUT TH3
sOuND cOv3Rr3D 1T.

B341TYy kxNOCK3D H1s P1pr3 INTO TH3 P4LM OF HIS PINK
HAND, sTUD13D TH3 4sH3s 4s 1F TH3Y W3R3 4 syMBOL TO B3
D14GN0s3D 4ND $34RcH3D FOR M34N1ING.

“YOu must UND3RSTAND TH4T OUR clvlrlz4tlON 1s
SO v4st TH4T W3 c4N'T 1H4v3 OUuR MINORIT13s UPS3T 4ND
STIRR3D. 4sK YOURS3LF, WH4T DO w3 w4NT 1IN TH1S cOUN-
TRY, 480v3 4LL? P30rL3 w4nT TO B3 n4rpy, 1sN’T THAT
rlcur? H4v3NT YOU 348D 1T 4LL YOUR L1F3? 1 w4NT TO
B3 n4rpy, P30rPL3 s4y. W3LL, 4rR3N’T TH3Y? DON'T W3 K33P
tH3M MOVING, DON'T W3 G1v3 Tu3M FUNP TH4T'Ss 411 W3
L1v3 FOR, 1sN’T 11? FOR rL34sUR3, FOR T1T1LL4T1ON? 4ND
YOU MUsT 4pDM1T OUR cULTUR3 PROVID3s PL3NTY OF TH3S3.”
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“Y3s.”

MONT4G cOuLD L1p-r34D wH4T MILDR3D w4s s4YING
IN ™13 DOORW4Y. H3 TR13D NOT TO LOOK 4T H3R MOUTH,
B3c4us3 TH3N B34TTY M1GHT TURN 4ND R34D WH4T w4s
TH3R3, TOO.

“COLORr3Dp P30rL3 DON’T L1k3 LITtTL3 Brdck S4ms0.
Burn 11. WHIT3 P30PL3 DON'T F33L c00p 4B0UuT UNCL3
TOm’s C4BIN. Burn 1I1. SOM30N3’s WRITT3N 4 BOOK ON
10B4cc0 4ND c4NC3R OF T3 LuNGs? Tu3 c1c4r3tr3 p30rL3
4r3 w33rING? BURN TH3 BOOK. S3R3N1TY, MONT4G. P34C3,
MONT4G. T4k3 YOUR rlcHT OUuTslp3. B3TT3R Y3T, INTO
T3 INCIN3R4TOR. FUN3R4LS 4R3 UNu4rry 4ND P4G4AN?
3rImIN4T3 TH3M, TOO. F1v3 MINUT3s 4FT3R 4 P3RSON 1s
p34p H3’s ON H1s w4y 10 TH3 Blc FLu3, TH3 1INCIN3-
R4TORS s3rv1c3Dp BY H3L1cOPT3RS 4LL OV3R TH3 COUNTRY.
T3N MINUT3s 4FT3R D34TH 4 M4N’s 4 sp3cK OF BL4CK DUST.
L371’s NOT QulBBL3 OV3R IND1lVvIDU4LS WlTH M3MOR14MS.
FORrRG3T TH3M. BURN TH3M 4LL, BURN 3V3RYTHING. F1R3 15
BRIGHT 4ND FIR3 1s cL34N.”

TH3 F1IR3WORKS D13D 1IN TH3 PARLOR B3HIND M1LDR3D.
SH3 H4D sTOPP3D T4LKING 4T TH3 s4M3 TIM3; 4 M1Rr4CU-
LOus cOIncIp3Nnc3. MONT4G H3LD H1S BR34TH.

“Tu3r3 w4s 4 clrL N3xTt DOOR,” H3 s41Dp, sLOWLY.
“Su3’s GON3 NOw, 1 THINK, D34D. 1 c4N’T 3v3N R3M3MB3R
H3R F4c3. Butr su3 w4s pD1rF3r3NT. HOW—HOW D1D sH3
H4pPpP3NP”

B34ty sm1r3p. “H3Rr3 Or TH3R3, TH4T'S BOUND TO
Occur. Cr4rlss3 McCL3LL4n? W3'v3 4 rR3cOrD ON H3R
F4mlry. W3v3 wdrcu3p taH3M Cc4rR3FuLly. H3R3p1TY
4ND 3NVIRONM3NT 4R3 FUNNY THINGS. YOU c4N’T RID
YOURs31v3s OF 4LL TH3 ODD DUCKS IN JuST 4 F3W Y34RS.
Tu3 a0Mm3 3NVIRONM3NT c4N UNDO 4 L.OT YOU TRY TO DO
41 scHOO0L. Tu41’s wiy w3’v3 LOW3R3D TH3 KIND3RG4RT3N
463 Y34R 4¥T3R Y34R UNTIL NOW W3’R3 4L.MOST sN4TCcHING
TH3M FROM TH3 CR4DL3. W3 H4D sOM3 F41583 41.4RMS ON
TH3 McCL3LL4Ns, WH3N TH3Y L1v3D IN CHlc4G0. N3v3r
FOUND 4 BOOK. UNxcL3 H4D 4 M1x3D R3cORD; 4NT1-s0c14L.
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Tu3 clrr? Su3 w4s 4 t1m3 BOMmB. Tu3 rF4m1ry H4p B33N
F33DING H3R suBcONsclOus, 1’'M sur3, FROM wH4T 1 s4w
Or H3R scHOOL R3cOrRD. SH3 DIDN'T WANT TO KNOW HOW 4
THING W4s DON3, BUT WHY. TH4T c4N B3 3MB4RR4SSING.
YOu 4sk Way T0 4 LOT OF THINGS 4ND YOU WIND UP V3RY
uNnH4PPY 1ND33D, 1F YOU k33P 4T 1T. TH3 POOR G1RL’S B3T-
T3R OFF D34D.”

“Y3s, p34p.”

“Lucklry, Qu33r OnN3s L1k3 H3R DON'T H4PP3N, OFT3N.
W3 kxOw #HOW TO N1p MOsT OF TH3M 1IN TH3 BUD, 34RLY.
YOu c4nN’t Bulip 4 HOus3 wltHOUuT N41Ls 4NxD wOOD.
1r YOU DON’T wANT 4 HOUs3 BulLT, HID3 TH3 N41LS 4ND
wOOD. 1r YOU DON'T WANT 4 M4N una4prpy POLITIC4LLY,
DON’T G1v3 HIM TWO s1D3s TO 4 Qu3sTION TO WORRY H1M;
clv3 alm ON3. B31T3R Y3T, G1v3 HIM NON3. L3T HIM
FORG3T TH3R3 1s sucH 4 THING 4s W4R. 1F TH3 GOV3RN-
M3NT 1s IN3rFlcl3nT, TOP-H34VY, 4ND T4X-M4D, B3TT3R
11 B3 4LL THOS3 TH4N TH4T P30PL3 WORRY OV3R 1T. P34C3,
MONT4G. G1v3 TH3 P30PL3 CONT3STS TH3Y WIN BY R3M3-
MB3RING TH3 WORDS TO MOR3 POPUL4R SONGS OR TH3 N4M3s
Or st413 c4rlt4Ls Or HOW mMUcH cORN 10w4 GR3w 14ST
Y34R. Cr4M TH3M FULL OF NONCOMBUST1BL3 D414, cHOCK
TH3M SO D4MN3D FULL OF ‘F4cTS” TH3Y F33L STUFF3D, BUT
4BsO0LUT3LY ‘BRILLI4NT wlTH INFORM4TION. TH3N TH3Y'LL
F33L TH3Y'R3 THINKING, TH3Y'LL G3T 4 s3Ns3 Or MOT10N
wltHOUT MOVING. 4ND TH3Y'LL B3 H4PPY, B3C4Us3 F4CTS
Or TtH4T SORT DON'T cH4ANG3. DON’T G1v3 TH3M 4NY SL1p-
P3RY STUFF L1k3 pH1LOsOPHY OR sOc10LOGY TO T13 THINGS
vp wltH. Tadt w4y 1.13s M31.4NcHOLY. 4Ny M4N wHO c4N
T4k3 4 TV w4LL 4P4RT 4ND PUT 1T B4cK TOG3TH3R 4G4 1N,
4AND MOST M3N c4N NOw4Dp4ys, 1s a4PP13R THAN 4NY M4AN
wHO TR13s 1O sL1p3-ruL3, M34sur3, 4nxD 3Qu4dT3 TH3
UN1v3Rs3, walcH jusT WON'T B3 M34SUR3D OrR 3Qu4T3D
wlTHOUT M4KING M4N F33L B3sT14L 4ND LON3LY. 1 KNOW,
I'v3 tr13p 11; TO H3LL wltH 1T. SO BRING ON YOUR
cLUBS 4ND P4RT13s, YOUR 4crOB4TS 4ND M4Glcl4ns, YOUR
D4Rr3D3VILs, 13T c4rs, MOTORCYCL3 H3L1cOPT3RS, YOUR S3X



60 FAHRENHEIT 451

4ND H3ROIN, MOR3 OF 3v3rYyTHING TO DO wlTH 4UuTOM4T]C
R3FL3X. 1F TH3 DR4M4 1s B4D, 1F TH3 F1LM s4ys NOTHING,
1r T3 prL4Y 1s HOLLOW, STING M3 wlTH TH3 TH3R3MIN,
LOupLy. I'LL THINK 1I'M R3sPONDING TO TH3 PL4Y, WH3N
17’s ONLY 4 T4cT11L3 R34CT10N TO VIBR4TION. BUT 1 DON'T
c4r3. 1 just L1k3 sOL1D 3NT3RT41NM3NT.”

B34tTy 60T UP. “1 MUST B3 GOING. L3cTUR3’s Ov3R. 1
HOP3 1'v3 crL4rlrl3p THINGS. TH3 1MPORTANT THING
FOR YOU TO R3M3MB3R, MONT4G, 1s w3’R3 TH3 H4PPIN3ss
BOys, T3 D1x13 Du0, YOu 4xD 1 4xD TH3 OTH3RS. W3
STAND 4G41nsT TH3 sM4LL T1D3 OF THOS3 WHO WANT TO
M4k3 3v3rYON3 una4pPPY WlTH CONFL1CTING TH30RY 4ND
THOUGHT. W3 H4v3 OUur FING3Rs 1IN TH3 DYK3. HOLD
st34py. DON'T L3T TH3 TORR3NT OF M3L4NCHOLY 4ND
DR34R PH1LOsOPHY DROWN OUR WORLD. W3 D3P3ND ON YOU.
1 pON’T THINK YOU R34L173 HOW IMPORTANT YOU 4R3, W3
4r3, 70 OUR H4PPY WORLD 45 1T sT4NDS NOW.”

B34T1Ty sH00k MONT4G’s L1mp HAND. MONT4G STILL
s4t, 4s 1r TH3 HOUS3 W3R3 cOLL4PsING 4BOUT HIM 4ND
H3 cOuLp NOT MOV3, IN TH3 B3D. M1LDR3D H4D V4N1SH3D
FROM TH3 DOOR.

“ON3 14sT THING,” s41D B34TTY. “4T 1L.345T ONC3 1IN HI1S
c4r33R, 3v3RY F1R3M4N c3T1s 4N 1TcH. WH4T DO TH3 BOOKS
s4y, n3 wOND3Rs. On, T0 scr4trcu T4t 1tch, 3u? W3LL,
MONT4G, T4K3 MY WORD FOR 1T, 1'v3 H4D T0O R34D 4 F3W 1IN
MY T1M3, TO KNOwW wH4T 1T W4s 4B0uT, 4ND TH3 BOOKS s4y
NOTaING! NOTHING YOU €4N T34cH Or B3L13v3. Tu3Y'R3
4B0uT NON3x1sT3NT P30PL3, F1GM3NTS OF 1M4GIN4ATION,
1r TH3Y'R3 FlcTlON. 4ND 1F TH3Y'R3 NONFlcTION, 1T’S
wORs3, ON3 PROF3ssOrR c4LLING 4NOTH3R 4N 1D10T, ON3
pH1LOSOPH3R SCR34MING DOWN 4NOTH3R’S GULL3T. 4LL OF
TH3M RUNNING 4B0UT, PUTTING OUT TH3 ST4RS 4ND 3XT1-
NGUlsHING TH3 suN. YOu cOM3 4w4y LOsT.”

“W3LL, TH3N, WHAT 1F 4 F1R3M4N 4ccl1p3NT4LLY, R34L-
Yy NOT, INT3NDING 4NYTHING, T4K3s 4 BOOK HOM3 wlTH
ulm?”

MONT4G TWlTCcH3D. TH3 0P3N DOOR LOOK3D 4T HIM
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wlTH 1TS GR34T v4C4NT 3Y3.

“4 N4Tur4L 3RROR. CurlOslty 4L0N3,” s41p B34TTY.
“W3 DON’T G3T OV3R4NX10USs Or M4D. W3 L3T TH3 F1R3M4AN
k33p TH3 BOOK TW3NTY-FOUR HOURS. 1F H3 H4SN'T BURN3D
11 BY TH3N, W3 s1mprLy cOM3 4ND BURN 1T FOR HIM.”

“OF cOurs3.” MONT4G’s MOUTH W4S DRY.

“W3LL, MONT4G. WI1LL YOU T4k3 4NOTH3R, 1L4T3R SHIFT,
T0D4Y? W1LL w3 $33 YOU TON1GHT P3RH4PSP”

“1 pON’T XNOW,” s41D MONT4G.

“Wudt?” B34rrY LOOK3D F41NTLY SURPR1S3D.

MONT4G saUT H1S 3Y3s. “1’LL B3 1IN 1.4T3R. M4YB3.”

“W3’p c3rT41NLY M1ss YOU 1F YOU DIDN'T sHOW,” s41D
B34rty, purTING H1S P1P3 1IN H1S POCK3T THOUGHTFULLY.

1’LL N3v3R cOM3 1IN 4G641N, THOUGHT MONT4G.

“G3T1 W3LL 4ND k33p W3LL,” s41D B34TTY.

H3 TUrRN3D 48D W3NT OUuT THROUGH TH3 0P3N DOOR.

MONT4G w4TcH3D THROUGH TH3 WINDOW 4s B34TTY
DROV3 4w4y 1IN Hls cL34MING Y3LLOW-FLAM3-COLOR3D
B33TL3 wlTH TH3 BL4CK, CH4R-COLOR3D T1R3sS.

4cr0ss TH3 STR33T 4ND DOWN TH3 w4y TH3 OTH3R HOUS3S
sT00D wltH TH31R FL4T FRONTS. WH4T W4s 1T CL4Rr1ss3
14D s41p ON3 4rT3RNOON? “NO FRONT PORCH3S. MY UN-
cL3 s4ys TH3R3 Us3D TO B3 FRONT PORCH3S. 4ND pP30pPL3
s4t TH3R3 sOM3TIMm3s 41 NlGHT, T4LKING WH3N TH3Y
wANT3D TO T4LK, ROCKING, 4ND NOT T4LKING WH3N TH3Y
DIDNT WANT TO T4LK. SOM3TIM3s TH3Y JUST $4T TH3R3
4ND THOUGHT 4B0UT THINGS, TURN3D THINGS Ov3R. MY UN-
cL3 s4ys TH3 4rcHIT3CTS GOT R1D OF TH3 FRONT PORCH3S
B3c4us3 TH3Y D1DN'T LOOK w3LL. BUT MY UNCL3 s4ys TH4T
w4s M3R3LY R4T10N4L1Z1ING 1T; TH3 R34L R34s0N, HIDD3N
UND3RN34TH, M1GHT B3 TH3Y DIDN'T w4NT P30PL3 slTTl-
NG L1k3 TH4T, DOING NOTHING, ROCKING, T4LKING; TH4T
w4s TH3 WRONG KIND OF sOcl4r rL1r3. P30prL3 T41LK3D
100 MucH. 4ND TH3Y H4D TIM3 TO THINK. SO TH3Y R4N
Orr wlTtH TH3 PORCH3S. 4ND TH3 G4RD3NS, T00. NOT M4NY
G4RrRD3NS 4NY MOR3 TO slt 4rOUND 1IN. 4ND LOOK 4T TH3
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FURNITUR3. NO ROckING-cH41RSs 4Ny MOR3. TH3Y'R3 TOO
cOMFORT4BL3. G3T P30rPL3 UP 4ND RUNNING 4ROUND. MY
UNCL3 s4YS .. . 4ND ... MY UNCL3 ... 4ND ... MY UNCL3 . .
.” H3r v01c3 r4D3D.

MONT4G TURN3D 4ND LOOK3D 4T H1s wlr3, wHO s4T 1IN
TH3 MIDDL3 OF TH3 P4RLOR T4LKING TO 4N 4NNOUNC3R,
wHO 1IN TURN w4s T4LKING TO H3R. “MRs. MONT4G,” H3
w4s s4vINc. Trals, TH4T 4ND TH3 OTH3R. “MRS. MONT4G—"
SOMm3tHING 3183 4ND stlinL 4NOTH3R. TH3 CcONV3R-
T3R 41T4cHM3NT, WH1CcH H4D cOsT TH3M ON3 HUNDR3D
DOL1L4RS, 4uTOM4TlC4LLY sUPPLI3D H3R N4M3 WH3N3V3R
TH3 4NNOUNC3R 4DDR3ss3D HIs 4NOnymMOus 4upl3Nc3,
L34VING 4 BLANK WH3R3 TH3 PROP3R SYLL4BL3s cOULD B3
F1LL3D 1IN. 4 sp3cl41 spOT-w4v3X-SCRAMBL3R 4150 c4Us3D
H1ls T3L3v1s3D 1Mm4G3, IN TH3 4R34 1MM3D14T3LY 4B0UT
Hls L1ps, TO MOUTH TH3 VOW3LS 4ND cONSON4NTS B34UTI-
ruLLy. H3 w4s 4 rr13ND, NO DOUBT OF 1T, 4 cOOD FR13ND.
“MRs. MONT4G—NOw LOOK R1GHT H3R3.”

H3Rr 134D TURN3D. THOUGH sH3 QulT3 0BV10USLY W4s
NOT L1sT3NING.

MONT4G s41p, “11’s ONLY 4 st3P FROM NOT GOING TO
wORK TOD4Y TO NOT WORKING TOMORROW, TO NOT WORKING
41 TH3 FIR3H0US3 3Vv3R 4G41N.” |

“YOu 4r3 cOInc 1O wWOrk TON1GHT, THOUGH, 4R3N’T
yOu?” s41p M11L.DR3D.

“1 H4v3N'T D3clp3Dp. RlcHT NOW 1'v3 GOT 4N 4WFUL
F33LING 1 w4ANT TO sm4sH THINGS 4ND K1LL THINGS.

“GO 143 TH3 B33TL3.”

“NO TH4NKS.”

“Tu3 k3vs 70 TH3 B33TL3 4R3 ON TH3 N1GHT T4BL3. 1
41w4ys 1L1k3 10 pR1V3 F4sT wH3N 1 F33L TH4T W4Y. YOU
G3T1 1T UP 4ROUND NIN3TY-F1v3 4ND YOU F33L WOND3RFUL.
SOMm3TIMm3s 1 DR1V3 4LL N1cHT 48D cOM3 B4cK 4ND YOU
pON’T XNOW 1T. 17’s FUN Out IN TH3 CcOUNTRY. YOU HIT
r4BB1TS, SOM3TIM3s YOU HIT DOGSs. GO T4x3 TH3 B33TL3.”

“NO, 1 pON’T wANT TO, THIS TIM3. 1 w4NT TO HOLD ON
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TO0 TH1S FUNNY THING. GOD, 1T’s cOTT3N BlG ON M3. 1
DON’T KNOW wH4T 1T 1s. I'™M sO p4MN3D UNH4PPY, 1’'M SO
M4D, 48D 1 DON’T KNOW wHY 1 F33L L1k3 1'M puTTING ON
w3lcur. 1 F33L F4T1. 1 F33L L1k3 1'v3 B33N s4vING up 4
LOT OF THINGS, 4ND DON’T KNOW WH4T. 1 M1GHT 3v3N ST4RT
R34D1NG BOOKS.”

“Tu3y’p puT YOU 1N j411, wOULDNT TH3Y?” SH3 LOOK3D
4t 1lm 4s 1r 53 w3R3 B3HIND TH3 G1L4SS WALL.

H3 B3c4N 10 puT ON HISs cLOTH3S, MOVING R3STL3SSLY
40uT TH3 B3DROOM. “Y3s, 48D 1T M1GHT B3 4 c00D 1D34.
B3rOr3 1 nurt sOM30N3. D1p YOU H34r B34TTY? D1D YOU
L1st3N 1O nlm? H3 kNOws 4LL T3 4Nsw3rs. H3’s R1GHT.
H4rrIN3ss 1s 1MPORTANT. FUN 1s 3v3RYTHING. 4ND Y3T 1
K3PT S1TTING TH3R3 s4YING TO MYS3LF, 1’M NOT H4PPY, 1'M
NOT H4rry.”

“1 4m.” M1LDR3D’s MOUTH B34M3D. “4ND PROUD OF 1T1.”

“I’M GOING TO DO sOM3THING,” s41D MONT4G. “1 DON'T
3v3N KNOw wH4T Y3T, BUT 1'M GOING TO DO sOm3THING
Blc.”

“I'm TIrR3D OF LIsT3NING TO THIS JUNK,” s41p MI1L-
DR3D, TURNING FROM HIM TO TH3 4NNOUNC3R 4G4 1N

MONT4G TOUCH3D TH3 VOLUM3 cONTROL IN TH3 W4LL
4ND TH3 4NNOUNC3R W4s sP33CHL3SS.

“M11.0.137” H3 r4us3p. “Tuls 1s YOUr n0us3 4s w3LL 4s
MIN3. 1 F33L 11’s ONLY F41R TH4T 1 T3LL YOU sOM3THING
NOw. 1 sHOuLD H4v3 TOLD YOU B3FOR3, BUT 1 w4sN'T 3v3N
4pmITTING 1T TO MYS3LF. 1 H4v3 sOM3THING 1 w4ANT YOU
10 $33, sOM3tHING 1'v3 PUT 4W4Yy 4ND HID DURING TH3
P4ST Y34R, NOW 4ND 4G41N, ONc3 1IN 4 wa1L3, 1 DIDN'T
KNOw way, BUT 1 1D 1T 4ND 1 N3Vv3R TOLD YOU.”

H3 100K HOLD OF 4 sTR41GHT-B4CK3D cH41R 4ND MOV3D
1T sLOWLY 4ND sT34p1ry INTO TH3 H4LL N34R TH3 FRONT
DOOR 4ND cLIMB3D UP ON 1T 4ND sTOOD FOR 4 MOM3NT
L1k3 4 st41U3 ON 4 P3D3sT4L, H1S W1F3 STANDING UND3R
HlMm, w4ltING. TH3N H3 R34CH3D UP 4ND PULL3D B4CK TH3
GR1LL3 OF TH3 41R-cONDITIONING SYST3M 4ND R34CH3D
F4R B4cK INsID3 1O TH3 R1GHT 4ND MOV3D sT1LL 4NOTH3R
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SLIDING su33T1 OF M3T14L 48D TOOK OuT 4 BOOK. WI1THOUT
LOOKING 41 1T 83 DROPP3D 1T TO TH3 FLOOR. H3 pUT HIS
H4AND B4ck UP 4ND TOOK Out TWO BOOKS 4ND MOV3D HIS
a4ND DOWN 4ND DROPP3D TH3 TWO BOOKS TO TH3 FLOOR.
H3 k3pt MOVING H1s HAND 4ND DROPPING BOOKS, SM4LL
ON3s, F41RLY L4RG3 ON3s, Y3LLOW, R3D, GR33N ON3s. WH3N
13 w4s DON3 13 LOOk3D DOWN UPON sOM3 TW3NTY BOOKS
LYING 41 1Hls wlF3’s F33T.

“1’M SORRY,” H3 s41D. “1 DIDN’T R34LLY THINK. BUT NOW
11 LOOks 4s 1r w3'R3 IN TH1S TOG3TH3R.”

M1LDR3D B4CK3D 4w4y 4s 1F su3 w3R3 SUDD3NLY CON-
FRONT3D BY 4 p4ck Or m1c3 ta4T H4p cOm3 vp Out OF
TH3 FLOOR. H3 cOuLD H34R H3R BR34THING R4P1DLY 4ND
H3R F4c3 w4s r41.3D Out 4ND H3R 3Y3s W3R3 F4ST3N3D
wlp3. Su3 s41p uls N4m3 Ov3r, Twlc3, THR33 TIm3s.
Tu3N MO4NING, sH3 RAN FORWARD, $3123D 4 BOOK 4ND R4AN
TOW4RD TH3 K1TCH3N INCIN3R4TOR.

H3 c4vucut #3R, SHRI3KING. H3 H3LD H3R 4ND sH3
TR13D TO FlcuT 4w4y FROM HIM, SCRA4TCHING.

“NO, M1r1r13, NO! W41t! STOP 1T, wlLL YOU? YOU DON’T
KNOW . . . sTOp 11!” H3 st4prp3D H3R F4c3, H3 GR4BB3D H3R
4G41N 4xD sHOOK H3R.

SH3 s41D Hls N4M3 4ND B3G4N TO CRY.

“M1LL13!” u3 s4lp. “LIst3N. Glv3 M3 4 s3cOND,
wlLL YOu? W3 c4nN’T D0 4NyTHING. W3 C4N'T BURN TH3S3.
1 w4anTt 1O LOOK 41 TH3M, 4T L34sT LOOK 4T TH3M ONC3.
Tu3N 1r wa4T TH3 C4prT41IN s4ys 1s TRuU3, W3'LL BURN
TH3M TOG3TH3R, B3L13v3 M3, w3’LL BURN TH3M TOG3TH3R.
YOu must #3LP M3.” H3 LOOk3D DOWN INTO H3R F4C3 4ND
TOOK HOLD OF H3R cHIN 4ND H3LD H3R FIlrmLY. H3 w4s
LOOKING NOT ONLY 4T H3R, BUT FOR H1MS3LF 4ND WHAT H3
MUsT DO, IN H3R F4c3. “WH3TH3R W3 L1k3 THIS OR NOT,
w3’R3 1IN 1T. 1'v3 N33R 45k3D FOR MucH FROM YOU 1IN 4LL
TH3S3 Y34RS, BUT 1 4sk 1T NOw, 1 PL34D FOR 1T. W3'v3 GOT
TO sT4RT sSOM3wH3R3 H3R3, FIGURING OuT wHY W3’R3 1IN
sucH 4 Mm3ss, YOU 4ND TH3 M3D1cIN3 4T N1GHT, 4ND TH3
4R, 4ND M3 4ND MY WORK. W3'R3 H34D1ING RI1GHT FOR TH3
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cLlFr, M1LL13. GOp, 1 DON’T WANT TO GO OVv3R. TH1S 1sN'T
GOING TO B3 34sy. W3 H4v3N'T 4NYTHING TO GO ON, BUT
M4yB3 w3 c4N p13c3 1T OuT 4ND F1GURS3 1T 48D H3LP 34CH
Ota3r. 1 N33p YOU sO mucH R1cuaT NOW, 1 c4N’T T3LL YOU.
1r YOUu LOv3 M3 4T1 411 YOU'LL PUT UP W1TH THI1S, TW3NTY-
FOUR, FORTY-31GHT HOURS, THA4T’S 4LL 1 4sK, TH3N 1T°LL B3
Ov3r. 1 prOMIs3, 1 sw34r! 4xp 1r TH3R3 1s sOM3THING
H3R3, jusT ON3 L1TTL3 THING OUT OF 4 WHOL3 M3ss OF
THINGS, M4YB3 W3 c4N p4ss 1T ON TO sOM30N3 3Ls3.”

SH3 w4sN’T F1GHTING 4Ny MOR3, sO #3 L3T H3R c0. SH3
$s4GG3D 4w4y FROM H1IM 4ND SL1D DOWN TH3 W4LL, 4ND s4T
ON TH3 FLOOR LOOKING 4T TH3 BOOKs. H3R FOOT TOUCH3D
ON3 4ND su3 s4w TH1S 4ND PULL3D H3R FOOT 4wW4yY,

“Tudt wOMm4N, TH3 OTH3R N1GHT, M1LL13, YOU W3R3N'T
TH3R3. YOU DIDN'T $33 H3R F4c3. 4ND Cr4rlss3. YOu
N3Vv3R T41Lk3D TO H3R. 1 T41k3D TO H3R. 4ND M3N L1k3
B34T1TY 4R3 4FrR41D OF H3R. 1 c4N’T UND3RSTAND 1T. WHY
sHOuLD TH3Y B3 SO 4FrR41D OF sOM30N3 L1k3 u3r? Bur 1
K3PT PUTTING H3R 41L.0ONGS1D3 TH3 FIR3M3N IN TH3 HOUS3
14st N1GHT, 4ND 1 sUDD3NLY R34L1z3D 1 pDIDNT L1K3
TH3M 4T 4LL, 4ND 1 D1DN'T L1Kk3 MYS3LF 4T 41LL 4NY MOR3.
4np 1 THOUuGHT M4YB3 1T WOULD B3 B3sT 1F TH3 FIR3M3N
TH3MS31V3s W3R3 BURNT.”

“Guy!”

Tu3 FRONT DOOR VO1c3 c4LL3D SOFTLY:

“Mrs. MONT4G, MRs. MONT4G, sSOM30N3 H3R3, sOM30N3
H3R3, MRs. MONT4G, MRs. MONT4G, sSOM30N3 H3R3.”

SOFTLY.

Tu3yY TURN3D TO sT4R3 4T TH3 DOOR 4ND TH3 BOOKS TOP-
PL3D 3v3RYWH3R3, 3vV3RYWH3R3 1N H34PS.

“B3411Y!” s41p M1LDR3D.

“It c4N’T B3 H1M.”

“H3’s cOm3 B4ck!” su3 wilsp3r3D.

Tu3 FRONT DOOR vO1c3 c41LL3D 4G41N sOFTLY. “SOM30N3
H3R3...”

“W3 wON'T 4NSW3R.” MONT4G 14Y B4CK 4G41NST TH3
w4LL 4ND TH3N sLOWLY s4NK TO 4 crOucHING POs1TION
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4ND B3G4N TO NUDG3 TH3 BOOKS, B3WILD3R3DLY, WlTH
H1s THUMB, H1S FOR3FING3R. H3 w4s sH1Vv3RING 4ND H3
w4ANT3D 4B0v3 4LL TO sHOv3 TH3 BOOKS UP THROUGH TH3
v3NT114TOR 4G41N, BUT H3 KN3w H3 cOuLD NOT F4c3
B34tTtY 4G641N. H3 crROUCH3D 4ND TH3N H3 s4T 4ND TH3
v01c3 OrF TH3 FRONT DOOR sPOKk3 4G4 1N, MOR3 INS1ST3NTLY.
MONT4G P1ck3D 4 sINGL3 sM4LL vOLUM3 FROM TH3 FLOOR.
“Wu3r3 p0 w3 B3cINP” H3 0r3x3Dp T3 BOOK HALFWAY
4ND P33R3D 4T 1T. “W3 B3G1IN BY B3GINNING, 1 GU3ss.”

“H3’LL cOM3 1N,” s41p MI1LDR3D, “4ND BURN US 4ND
T3 BOOKs!”

Tu3 rrRONT DOOR vO1c3 F4D3D 41 14sT. TH3R3 W4s 4
s1L3ne3. MONT4G F3LT TH3 PR3s3NC3 OF sOM30N3 B3YOND
TH3 DOOR, wW4lTING, LIST3NING. TH3N TH3 FOOTST3PS
GOING 4w4y DOWN TH3 W4LK 4ND Ov3R TH3 1L4WN.

“L31’s $33 w4t tHlS 18,” s41p MONT4G.

H3 spOk3 T3 WORDS H4LTINGLY 4ND WITH 4 T3RRIBL3
s3LF-cONscl10usn3ss. H3 r34D 4 pD0z3N p4G3s H3R3 4ND
TH3R3 4ND c4m3 4T1 14T TO TH]S:

““1t 1s cOMPUT3D TH4T 3L3V3N THOUS4AND P3RSONS H4V3
41 s3v3Rr4L TIM3s SUFF3R3D D34TH R4TH3R TH4N SUBMIT
TO BR34K 3GGS 4T TH3 SM4LL3R 3ND.”

MI1LDR3D s4T 4crOss TH3 H4LL FROM HIM. “WH4T DO3s
1t M34N? 1T DO3SN’T M34N 4NyTHING! T3 C4rT41N W4s
rlcHT!”

“H3Rr3 NOW,” s41D MONT4G. “W3’LL ST4RT OV3R 4G41N,
471 TH3 B3GINNING.”
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P4rt Twe:
TH3 STEVE 4AND TH3 S4ND

Tu3y r34Dp TH3 LONG 4FT3RNOON THROUGH, WHI1L3
TH3 cOLD NOV3MB3R R41IN F3LL FROM TH3 sKY UPON TH3
Qul3T HOUs3. Tu3y s41 1IN TH3 H4LL B3c4us3 TH3 P4RLOR
w4s sO 3mMPTY 4ND GR3Y-LOOKING wlTHOUT 1TS W4LLS L1T
wlTH OR4ANG3 4ND Y3LLOW CONF3TT1 4ND SKY-ROCK3TS 4ND
wOM3N IN GOLD-M3sH DR3ss3s 4ND M3N 1IN BL4CK V3LV3T
PULLING ON3-HUNDR3D-POUND R4BB1TS FROM S11v3R HATS.
TH3 P4RLOR W4s D34D 4ND M1LDR3D K3pT P33RING IN 4T
1T wlTH 4 BLANK 3xPR3sS10N 4s MONT4G P4c3D TH3 FLOOR
4ND c4m3 B4cK 4ND sQu4TT3D DOWN 4ND R34D 4 P4G3 48
M4NY 4s T3N T1M3s, 4L.0UD.

““W3 c4NNOT T3LL TH3 PR3C1s3 MOM3NT WH3N FR13ND-
sulp 1s FORM3D. 4s 1IN FILLING 4 v3ss3L DROP BY DROP,
TH3R3 1s 41 14sT 4 DROP wH1CcH M4k3s 1T RUN OvV3R, sO
IN 4 s3r13s Or KINDN3ss3s TH3R3 1s 41 r.4sT ON3 wiHlcH
M4Kk3s TH3 H34RT RUN OV3R.””

MONT4G s41 1.1sT3NING TO TH3 R41N.

“ls tad4t wadr 1t w4s 1IN tH3 GI1RL N3xT DOOR? 1'v3
TR13D sO H4RD TO F1GUR3.”

“Su3’s p34p. L31’s T4Lk 4B0UT sOM30N3 41L1v3, FOR
GO0ODN3ss” s4k3.”

MONT4G D1D NOT LOOK B4CcK 4T H1S WIF3 4s H3 W3NT
TR3MBLING 410NG TH3 H4LL TO TH3 K1TCH3N, WH3R3 H3
sTOOD 4 LONG TIM3 w4TtcHING TH3 R41N H1T TH3 WINDOWS
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B3FOR3 H3 c4m3 B4cK DOWN TH3 H4LL IN TH3 GR3Y L1GHT,
w41TING FOR TH3 TR3MBL3 TO sUBSID3.

H3 0r3N3D 4NOTH3R BOOK.

““Tn4t r4vOR1T3 suBj3ct, Mys3LF.”

H3 sQulnt3D 41 TH3 w4LL. “Tu3 r4vOr1T3 susj3cr,
Mys3LFr.””

“1 UND3RSTAND THAT ON3,” s41D M1LDR3D.

“Bur C14r1ss3’s F4VvOR1T3 suBj3cT W4SN'T H3RS3LF. 1T
w4s 3v3rRYON3 3Ls3, 4ND M3. SH3 w4s TH3 FIRST P3RSON 1N
4 c00Dp M4NY Y34Rs 1'v3 R34LLy L1k3D. SH3 w4s TH3 FIRST
P3RSON 1 c4N rR3M3MB3R WHO LOOK3D STR41GHT 4T M3 4s
1r 1 cOunt3D.” H3 L1FT3D TH3 TWO BOOKS.

“Tu3s3 M3N H4v3 B33N D34D 4 LONG TIM3, BUT 1 KNOW
TH31R WORDS POINT, ON3 w4y OR 4NOTH3R, TO CL4R1SS3.”

Outslp3 tH3 FRONT DOOR, IN TH3 R41N, 4 F4INT
SCR4TCHING.

MONT4G FROZ3. H3 s4w M1LDR3D THRUST H3RS3LF B4CK
TO TH3 W4LL 4ND G4sP.

“SOM30N3—T1H3 DOOR—wWHY DO3sN’T TH3 DOOR-vO1c3
T3LL US—"

“1 saut 1T OFF.”

UND3R TH3 DOOR-s1LL, 4 sLOw, PROBING SNIFF, 4N
3xH414T110N OF 3L3CTR1C ST34M.

M11.DR3D 14ucH3D. “11°s ON1Y 4 DOG, TH4T’S wi4T! YOU
wANT M3 TO sH00 HlMm 4w4y?P”

“St4y wa3Rr3 YOU 4R3!”

S11.3nc3. T3 cOLp r41IN FALLING. 4ND TH3 sM3LL OF
BLU3 3L3cTR1lclTY BLOWING UND3R TH3 LOCK3D DOOR.

“L31’s ¢3T1 B4ck TO WORK,” s41p MONT4G QuUl3TLY.

MI11Lpr3D kKlck3Dp 41 4 BOOK. “BO0ks 4r3N’T p30PL3.
YOu r34D 48D 1 1LOOK 4ROUND, BUT TH3R3 1sN'T 4NYBODY!”

H3 st4r3D 4T TH3 PARLOR TH4T W4S D34D 4ND GR3Y 45
TH3 W4T3RS OF 4N 0c34N TH4T M1caT T33M wWlTH L1F3 1F
TH3Y swlTcH3D ON TH3 3L3CcTRON]C SUN.

“NOw,” s41p MI1LDR3D, “mY ‘FAdm11y’ 1s p30rL3. TH3Y
13LL M3 TlNGS; 1 L4ucn, T3y L4ucu! 4Np T3 cOLORS!”

“Y3s, 1 xkNOw.”
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“4ND B3s1D3s, 1r C4rr41N B34TTY KN3W 4B0UT THOS3
BOOks—" Su3 tHOUGHT 4B0UT 1T. H3R F4C3 GR3W 4M473D
4ND TH3N HORRIF13D. “H3 M1lGHT cOM3 4ND BURN TH3
H0us3 4xp tH3 ‘F4mlry.” Tudr’s 4wrur! TalNk OF OUur
Inv3sTM3NT. WHY sHOULD 1 R34D? WH4T FORP”

“Wudr rOr! Wny!” s4lp MO~ntT4G. “1 sd4w TH3
DAMN3D3ST sN4k3 1IN TH3 WORLD TH3 OTH3R N1GHT. 1T W4s
D34D BUT 1T wW4ds 41.1v3. 1t cOuLb $33 BUT 1T cOULDN’T
$33. YOu waANT TO $33 TH4T SN4Kk3. 1T’s 4T 3M3RG3NCY
HOsp1T41, wu3Rr3 TH3Y F1L3D 4 R3PORT ON 4LL TH3 JUNK
T3 sN4k3 ¢Ot Our OF YOu! WOuLp YOu L1kx3 10 cO 4ND
cu3ck Tu31R F11.3? M4ys3 YOU D LOOK UND3R Guy MONT4G
Or M4yB3 UND3R F34Rr Or W4R. WOULD YOU L1k3 1O GO 1O
tH4T HOUS3 THAT BURNT L4ST N1GHT? 4ND R4K3 4s13s FOR
i3 BON3s OrF TH3 wOM4N w0 s31 F1R3 TO B3R OWN HOUS3!
Wu4t 480utr Cr4rlss3 McCL3LL4N, wH3Rr3 DO w3 LOOK
FOR H3R? T3 MORGU3! L1sT3N!”

Tu3 BOMB3Rs CROss3D TH3 SKY 4ND CROSS3D TH3 SKY
Ov3r T3 HOUS3, G4sPING, MURMURING, WHISTLING L1k3
4N Imm3Ns3, InvIsIBL3 F4N, cIRCLING 1N 3MPTIN3SS.

“J3sus GOp,” s41p MONT4G. “3Vv3RY HOUR SO M4NY D4MN
talnes IN T3 sky! HOw 1IN o3LL plp tiOs3 BOMB3RS
3t up TH3R3 3v3RY sINGL3 s3cOND OF Our L1v3s! Wny
DO3sN’T sSOM30N3 w4ANT TO T4LK 4B0UT 1T? W3'v3 ST4RT3D
4nD WON TWO 41OM1Cc w4Rrs sINc3 1960. 1s 1T B3c4us3
w3’R3 H4VING sO mucH FUN 4T HOM3 w3’v3 FORGOTT3N TH3
wORLD? 1s 11 B3c4us3 w3’r3 sO rRlcu 48D TH3 R3sT OF TH3
wORLD’s sO POOR 4ND W3 JUsT DON’T C4R3 1F TH3Y 4R3? 1°v3
H34RD RUMORS; TH3 WORLD 1s ST4RVING, BUT W3'R3 W3LL-
F3D. 1s 1T TRU3, TH3 WORLD WORKS H4RD 4ND W3 PL4Y? 1S
tH4T WHY W3'R3 H4T3D SO MucH? 1’v3 H34RrD TH3 RUMORS
40uT H4T3, T0O, ONC3 1N 4 LONG WHIL3, OV3R TH3 Y34RS.
DO YOU kNOW wHY? 1 DON’T, TH4T’S SUR3! M4yB3 TH3 BOOKS
c4nN ¢31 us H4LF Out OF TH3 c4v3. Tu3y jusT M1GHT sTOP US
FROM M4KING TH3 s4M3 DAMN 1Ns4N3 m1sT4k3s! 1 DON'T
H34r tHOs3 1D10T B4sT4RDS 1IN YOUR P4RLOR T4LKING
480uT 11. GOD, M1LL13, DON’T YOU $33P 4N HOUR 4 D4y,



70 FAHRENHEIT 451

TWO0 HOURS, wlTH TH3s3 BOOKS, 4ND M4YB3 . ..”

TH3 T3L3PHON3 RANG. M1LDR3D SN4TCH3D TH3 PHONS.

“4NN!” SH3 14ucH3Dp. “Y3s, tTH3 WHIT3 CLOWN’S ON
TON1GHT!”

MONT4G W4LK3D TO TH3 K1TCH3N 4ND THR3W TH3 BOOK
DOWN. “MONT4G,” H3 s41D, “YOU'R3 R34LLY sTUP1D. WH3R3
p0 w3 ¢0 FrROM 13Rr3? DO w3 TURN TH3 BOOKS 1N, FORG3T
1t?” H3 0p3n3p T3 BOOK TO R34D Ov3R MI1LDR3D’S
L4UGHT3R.

POOrR M11L1L13, 3 THOUGHT. POOR MONT4G, 1T’s MmUD TO
yYOu, 100. But wi3r3 D0 YOU 3T H3LP, wH3R3 DO YOU FIND
4 134cn3r tuls 14137

HOLD ON. H3 sauT H1s 3v3s. Y3s, Or cOurs3. 4641N H3
FOUND HIMS3LF THINKING OF TH3 GR33N P4RK 4 Y34R 4G0.
Tu3 tnOucHT H4D B33N WlTH HIM M4NY TIM3S R3C3NTLY,
BUT NOw H3 R3M3MB3R3D HOW 1T w4s TH4T D4Y 1IN TH3
clty p4RK WH3N H3 H4D $33N TH4T OLD M4N IN TH3 BL4CK
sulT HID3 sOM3THING, QUlckLy IN H1S cO4T .

... Tu3 OLp M4N L34pT UP 4s 1F TO RUN. 4ND MONT4G
s41p, “W4lrt!”

“1 a4v3N’T DON3 4NYTHING!” cR13D TH3 OLD M4N TR3M-
BLING.

“NO On3 s41p YOu p1D.”

TH3yY H4D s41 1IN TH3 GR33N sOFT L1cuT wlTHOUT s4yING
4 wOrD FOR 4 MOM3NT, 4ND TH3N MONT4G T41LK3D 4B0UT
TH3 W34TH3R, 4ND TH3N TH3 OLD M4N R3sPOND3D wlTH 4
r41.3 v01c3. 1Tt w4s 4 sTr4NG3 Qul3T M33TING. TH3 OLD
M4N 4pMITT3D TO B3ING 4 R3TIR3D 3NGL1SH PROF3sSOR
wHO #4D B33N THROWN OUT UPON TH3 WORLD FORTY Y34RS
460 wa3N TH3 14ST L1B3R4L 4RTS cOLL3G3 sHUT FOR 1.4CK
OF sTUD3NTS 4ND PATRON4G3. H1s Nn4Mm3 w4s F4B3R, 4ND
WH3N H3 FIN4LLY LOsT H1S F34R OF MONT4G, H3 T4LK3D
1IN 4 c4p3Ne3Dp v01c3, LOOKING 4T TH3 SKY 4ND TH3 TR33s
4ND TH3 GR33N P4RK, 4ND WH3N 4N HOUR H4D p4ss3D H3
s41p sOM3tHING TO MONT4G 4ND MONT4G $3NS3D 1T w4s
4 ruyM3L3ss PO3M. Tu3N TH3 OLD M4N GR3wW 3v3N MOR3
c0ur4Gc30us 4ND s41p sOM3THING 3183 4ND THAT W4s 4
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PO3M, TOO. F483Rr #H3LD HI1Ss HAND Ov3R HIs L3rFT c04T-
POCK3T 4ND sPOK3 TH3$3 WORDS G3NTLY, 4ND MONT4G KN3W
1r 13 r34cH3D Out, H3 M1GHT PULL 4 BOOK OF PO3TRY FROM
TH3 M4N’s c04T1. But 3 DID NOT R34CH OuT. H1s H4ANDS
sT4Y3Dp ON mHls kN33s, NUMB3D 4ND Us3L3ss. “1 DON’T
T41LX THINGS, S1R,” s41D F4B3Rr. “1 T4LK TH3 M34NING OF
THINGS. 1 s1T H3R3 4ND KNOW 1'M 4L.1v3.”

Tu4t w4s 41L TH3R3 w4s 10 1T, R34LLY. 4N HOUR OF
MONOLOGU3, 4 P03M, 4 cOMM3NT, 4ND TH3N W1THOUT 3V3N
4ckNOWL3DGING TH3 F4cT THAT MONT4G W4Ss 4 FIR3MA4N,
F4B3r wlTH 4 c3RT41N TR3MBLING, WROT3 H1S 4DDR3SS
ON 4 si.1p OrF p4r3R. “FOR YOUR F11.3,” 03 s41p, “IN c4s3
YOUu p3c1p3 10 B3 4NGRY W1TH M3.”

“1I’™M NOT 4NGRY,” MONT4G s41D, SURPR1IS3D.

MI1LDR3D SHR13k3D wlTH L4UGHT3R 1IN TH3 H4LL.

MONT4G W3NT TO H1s B3DROOM cLOs3T 4ND FL1PP3D
THROUGH HI1Ss F1L3-w4LL3T TO TH3 H34DING: FUTUR3
Inv3sT1G4T10NS (P). F4B3R’S N4M3 w4s TH3R3. H3 H4DN'T
TURN3D 1T 1IN 4ND H3 H4DN'T 3Rr4$3D 1T.

H3 p141.3D TH3 c4LL ON 4 s3cOND4RY PHONS. TH3 pHON3
ON TH3 F4R 3ND OF TH3 LIN3 c4LL3D F4B3R’s N4dMm3 4
D0z3N TIM3s B3FOR3 TH3 PROF3sSOR 4NSW3R3D 1IN 4 F4INT
v01c3. MONT4G 1D3NT1F13D HIMS3LF 4ND w4s M3T wlTH
4 L3NeTHY s1L3NC3. “Y3s, MR. MONT4G?”

“PrOF3ssOrR F4B3R, 1 H4v3 4 r4TH3R ODD QU3STION TO
4sk. HOw m4ny cOprl3s Or tH3 B1BL3 4R3 L3FT 1IN THIS
CcOUNTRY?”

“1 pON’T kNOW wH4T YOU'R3 T4LK1ING 480UT!”

“1 want 10 KNOW 1F TH3R3 4R3 4NY cOrl3s L3FT 4T
4rL.”

“Tuls 1s sOm3 sOrRT OF 4 TrR4P! 1 c4NT T41K TO JUST
4NYON3 ON T3 PHON3!”

“HOw m4nY cOr13s Or Su4k3sp34r3 4ND Pr410?”

“NON3! YOu kNOw 4s w3LL 45 1 p0. NON3!”

F4B3R HUNG UP.

MONT4G puT DOWN TH3 PHON3. NON3. 4 THING H3 KN3W
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OF cOurs3 FROM TH3 F1R3HOUS3 L1sTINGS. BuT sOM3HOW
H3 H4D WANT3D TO H34R 1T FROM F4B3R H1MS3LF.

IN TH3 H4LL MILDR3D’s F4c3 w4s SUFFUS3D WITH
3xc1t3m3NT. “W3LL, T3 14D13s 4r3 cOM1ING OV3R!”

MONT4G sHOW3D H3R 4 BOOK. “Tuls 1s TH3 OLD 4ND
N3w T3st4M3NT, 4ND . . .7

“DON’T sT4rT TH4T 4641N!”

“It MmlcuT B3 TH3 14sT cOpry IN THIS P4RT OF TH3
WORLD.”

“YOu’v3 gOt 10 H4ND 11 B4CcK TON1GHT, DONT YOU KNOW?
C4rr41N B341TY KxNOWS YOU'V3 GOT 1T, DO3SN’T H3P”

“1 pON’T THINK H3 KNOWS wH1cH BOOK 1 sTOL3. BUT HOW
D0 1 cn00s3 4 susstlTUT3? DO 1 TURN IN MR. J3FF3RSON?
MRg. TuOr34u? Wulcn 1s L34st v4rLu4sr3? 1r 1 plck 4
suBsT1TUT3 4ND B34T1TY D03s XNOW wiHlcH BOOK 1 sTOL3,
H3’LL GU3ss w3’v3 4N 3NT1R3 L1BR4RY H3R3!”

MI1Lpr3D’s MOutH TWlTCcH3D. “S33 whH4T YOU'R3
p0OING? YOU'LL RUIN us! WHO’s MOR3 1MPORTANT, M3 OR
T4t B1BL3?” SH3 w4s B3cINNING TO surR13Kk NOw, s1TT1-
NG TH3R3 L1k3 4 w4x pDOLL M3LTING IN 1T OWN H34T.

H3 cOurp u34r B34T1TY’s v01c3. “S1t DOWN, MONT4G.
W4tcH. D3L1c4T131y, L1k3 TH3 P3T4LS OF 4 FLOW3R. L1GHT
TH3 FIRST P4G3, L1GHT TH3 s3cOND p4G3. 34cH B3cOM3s
4 Br4ck BUTT3RFLY. B34vurlrur, 3u? Llcur t3 THIRD
P4G3 FROM TH3 s3cOND 4ND SO ON, cH41N-sMOKING, cH4P-
T3R BY CH4PT3R, 4LL TH3 s1LLY THINGS TH3 WORDS M34N,
41L TH3 F4Ls3 PROM1s3s, 4LL TH3 s3cOND-H4ND NOT10NS
4ND TIM3-WORN PH1LOsOPH13s.” Tu3R3 s4T B34TTY, P3R-
sP1RING G3NTLY, TH3 FLOOR L1TT3R3D WlTH Sw4rwms OF
BL4ck MOTHS TH4T 14D D13D 1N 4 sINGL3 STORM.

MI11ipr3Dp stOPP3D scr34MING 4s Qulckiy 4s sH3
ST4RT3D. MONT4G w4s NOT L1sT3NING. “TH3R3’S ONLY
ON3 tHING TO DO,” H3 s41p. “SOM3 T1M3 B3FOR3 TON1GHT
wH3N 1 ¢1v3 a3 BOOKk TO B34T1TY, 1'v3 GOT TO H4V3 4 DU-
rL1c413 M4D3.”

“YOu'LL 83 #3R3 FOR TH3 WHIT3 CLOWN TONIGHT, 4ND
T3 L4D13s cOMING OV3RP” crR13D M1LDR3D.
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MONT4G sTOPP3D 4T TH3 DOOR, WlTH H1S B4CK TURN3D.
“M11113?”

4 s1L.3NC3 “Wn4Tt?”

“M11.13? D03s T3 Wrlt3 CLOwN LOv3 YOu?”

NO 4NSw3R.

“M1LL13, p03s—” H3 Llck3p Hls rlps. “D03s YOUR
FAm1ry’ LOv3 YOu, LOv3 YOU v3rY mucH, LOv3 YOU wlTH
411 tH31R H34RT 4ND SOUL, M1LL13?”

H3 r3rT H3R BLINKING srLOwLy 4T TH3 B4CcK OF HlS
N3CK.

“Wny'p YOU 48K 4 s1rry Qu3sT1ON L1k3 TH4TP”

H3 r3rT H3 WANT3D TO CRY, BUT NOTHING WOULD H4PP3N
10 1ls 3v3s Or Hls mOUTH.

“1r YOU $33 tH4T DOG OUTs1D3,” s41p M1LDR3D, “c1v3
Hlm 4 k1ck FOR M3.”

H3 13s1t413D, L1sT3NING 4T TH3 DOOR. H3 OP3N3D 1T
4ND st3rP3D OUT.

Tu3 r41N #H4D sTOPP3D 4ND TH3 SUN W4s s3TTING 1IN
TH3 CcL34R sKY. TH3 STR33T 4ND TH3 L4WN 4ND TH3 PORCH
w3r3 3mpry. H3 1L.31 H1s BR34TH GO IN 4 GR34T s1GH.

H3 st.4Mm3D TH3 DOOR.

H3 w4s ON TH3 suBw4y.

I’m NuMB, H3 THOUGHT. WH3N D1D TH3 NUMBN3SS R34 LLY
B3GIN 1IN MY F4¢3? 1IN MY BODY? T3 NlcuT 1 x1ck3p TH3
P1LL-BOTTL3 1IN TH3 D4RK, L1k3 K1CKING 4 BURI3D MIN3.

Tu3 NuMmBN3ss wlLL GO 4w4y, H3 THOUGHT. 1T'LL T4K3
TIMm3, BuT 1'tL DO 11, OR F4B3R wlLL DO 1T FOR M3.
SOM30N3 sOM3wH3R3 WlLL c1v3 M3 B4ck TH3 OLD F4c3
4nD TH3 OLD HANDS TH3 W4y TH3Y W3R3. 3v3N TH3 SM1L3,
a3 THOUGHT, TH3 OLD BURNT-IN sm1L3, TH4T'S GON3. I'™m
LOsT wlTHOUT 1T.

Tu3 suBw4y FL3D P4ST HIM, CR34M-T1L3, J3T-BL4CK,
CR34M-T1L3, J3T-BL4CK, NUM3R4LS 4ND D4RKN3ss, MOR3
D4RKN3SS 4ND TH3 TOT4L 4DDING 1TS3LF.

ONnc3 4s 4 culLp #H3 H4D s41 UPON 4 Y3LLOW DUN3 BY
TH3 s34 1IN TH3 MIDDL3 OF TH3 BLU3 4ND HOT SUMM3R
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D4y, TRYING TO FlLL 4 s13v3 wlTH s4ND, B3c4us3 sOm3
crRU3L cOuslN v4D s41p, “F1LL THls s13v3 4xD YOU'LL
G3T 4 pIM3!” “4NDp TH3 F4sT3R H3 POUR3D, TH3 F4ST3R
1t s1rr3D THROUGH WlTH 4 HOT WiH1sP3RING. H1s H4NDS
W3R3 T1R3D, TH3 s4ND w4s BO1LING, TH3 s13v3 w4s 3MPTY.
S3413p TH3R3 1IN TH3 MIDST OF Jury, wltHOUT 4 SOUND,
H3 F3LT TH3 T34RS MOV3 DOWN H1S cH33KS.

NOw 4s TH3 v4cuuM-UND3RGROUND RUSH3D HIM
THROUGH TH3 D34D c3LL4rs OF TOWN, JjOLTING HIM, H3
R3M3MB3R3D TH3 T3RRIBL3 L.Oc1lc OF TH4T s13v3, 4ND H3
LOOk3D DOWN 4ND s4w THAT H3 W4Ss c4RRYING TH3 B1BL3
Or3N. TH3R3 w3r3 P30rL3 IN TH3 sucTlON TR41IN BUT H3
H3LD TH3 BOOK 1IN 1ls H4NDS 4ND TH3 S1LLY THOUGHT c4M3
1O HIM, 1F YOU R34D F4ST 4ND R34D 4LL, M4YB3 sOM3 OF
TH3 $4ND WILL sT4y IN TH3 s13v3. Bur H3 R34D 4ND TH3
WORDS F3LL THROUGH, 4ND H3 THOUGHT, IN 4 F3w HOURS,
TH3R3 WILL B3 B34T1TY, 4ND H3R3 WILL B3 M3 HANDING
TH1S OV3R, sO NO PHR4S3 MUST 3sc4r3 M3, 34cH LIN3 MUST
B3 M3MOR1z3D. 1 wlLL MYs3LF TO DO 1T.

H3 cL3ncH3D TH3 BOOK 1IN H1S FIsTS.

TruMP3TS BLAR3D.

“D3Na4m’s D3NTIFR1C3.”

SHut up, THOUGHT MONT4G. CONSID3R TH3 L1L13s OF
TH3 F13LD.

“D3na4m’s D3NTIFR1C3.”

Tu3y TO1L NOT

“D3NH4M s—"

CONs1D3R TH3 L11.13s OF TH3 F13LD, SHUT UP, SHUT UP.

“D3~tlFR1cC3!”

H3 10rR3 T3 BOOK OP3N 4ND FL1CK3D TH3 P4G3s 4ND
F3LT TH3M 4s 1F H3 W3R3 BLIND, H3 P1CK3D 4T TH3 SH4P3
OF T3 IND1vIDU4L L3TT3RS, NOT BLINKING.

“D3nu4m’s. SP3LL3D: D-3.N

Tu3y 101 NOT, N31TH3R DO TH3Y . . .

4 ¥13rc3 wiH1sp3R OF HOT s4ND THROUGH 3MPTY S13Vv3.

“D3Nu4m’s p03s 11!”

CONs1Dp3R TH3 L1113s, TH3 L1L13s, T3 L1L13s . . .
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“D3NH4M’s D3NT4L D3T3RG3NT.”

“Snut UP, sHUT UP, sHUT UP!” 1T w4s 4 pL34, 4 cry s0
T3RR1BL3 TH4T MONT4G FOUND HIMS3LF ON H1S F33T, TH3
sH0ck3Dp Inu4BlT4NTS OF TH3 LOUD C4R STARING, MOVING
B4cK FROM TH1S M4N wlTH TH3 1NS4N3, GORG3D F4c3, TH3
G1BB3RING, DRY MOUTH, TH3 FL4PPING BOOK 1N HIS FIST.
Tu3 p30rpL3 wHO H4D B33N SITTING 4 MOM3NT B3FOR3,
14pPPING TH31R F33T TO TH3 RHYTHM OF D3NH4M’s D3NTI-
Fr1c3, D3Nxu4M’s D4npy D3NT4L D3T3RG3NT, D3NHAM'S
D3NTlrr1lc3 D3nTlFR1c3 D3NTlFR1C3, ON3 WO, ON3
T™WO0 THR33, ON3 TWO, ON3 TWO THR33. TH3 P30PL3 WHO0S3
MOuUTHS H4D B33N F4INTLY TWlTCHING TH3 WORDS D3NTI-
FrR1c3 D3NTlFrlc3 D3NTlFrR1C3. TH3 TR41N R4DI10
vOM1T3D UPON MONT4G, IN R3T4L14T10N, 4 GR34T TON-
04D Or muslc M4p3 OF T1N, cOPP3R, s11v3R, CHROM1UM,
4ND BR4ss. Tu3 p30pL3 w3r3 POUND3D INTO suBm1ss10N;
TH3Y D1D NOT RUN, TH3R3 W4s NO pL4c3 TO RUN; TH3 GR34T
41R-TR41N F3LL DOWN 1TS sH4FT 1IN TH3 34RTH.

“L1vr13s OF T3 F13LD.”

“D3nu4M’s.”

“L1L13s, 1 s41p!”

Tu3 p30pPL3 ST4R3D.

“C4LL TH3 GU4RD.”

“Tu3 M4N’s OFF—"

“KNOLL V13w!”

Tu3 TR41N H1ss3D TO 1TS STOP.

“KNOLL V13w!” 4 cry.

“D3nxu4M’s.” 4 wH1SP3R.

MONT4G’s MOUTH B4R3LY MOV3D. “L1L13s...”

Tu3 TrR41N DOOR WH1sTL3D 0P3N. MONT4G sTOOD. TH3
DOOR G4sp3D, ST4RT3D SHUT. ONLY TH3N D1D H3 L34pP p4ST
TH3 OTH3R P4SS3NG3RS, SCR34MING 1IN HISs MIND, PLUNG3
THROUGH TH3 SL1cING DOOR ONLy 1IN TIM3. H3 rR4N ON TH3
wHIT3 T1L3s uP THROUGH TH3 TUNN3LS, 1GNORING TH3
3sc41410Rs, B3c4us3 H3 wANT3D TO F33L H1Ss F331-MOV3,
4RrMS SWING, LUNGS CL3NCH, UNCL3NCH, F33L H1Ss THRO4T
G0 r4w wltH 41R. 4 vO01c3 DRIFT3D 4FT3R HIM, “D3N-
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H4M’s D3Na4M’s D3NH4AM’s,” TH3 TR41IN H1ss3D L1k3 4
sN4k3. T3 TR41N v4N1sH3D 1IN 1Ts HOL3.

“Wno 1s 1?7~

“MONT4G OuTt H3R3.”

“Wu4t b0 YOU w4NT?P”

“L3t M3 IN.”

“1 a4v3N’T DON3 4nyTHING!”

“1’m 4LON3, p4mm1T!”

“YOu sw34r 11?”

“1 sw34r!”

Tu3 FRONT DOOR OP3N3D sLOwry. F4s3r P33Rr3D Our,
LOOKING V3RY OLD IN TH3 L1GHT 4ND V3RY FR4G1IL3 4ND
v3RY MUCH 4Fr41p. T3 OLp M4N 1LOOK3D 4s 1F H3 H4D
NOT B33N OuT OF TH3 HOUS3 1N Y34Rs. H3 4ND TH3 wH1T3
PLAST3R W4LLS INsID3 w3r3 mucH TH3 s4m3. TH3R3 w4s
wH1T3 IN TH3 FL3sH OF H1s MOUTH 4ND H1S cH33KS 4ND
Hls a41r w4s wHlT3 4nD H1S 3v3s H4D F4D3D, WlTH
wHI1T3 IN TH3 v4GU3 BLU3N3ss TH3R3. TH3N HI1s 3y3s
TOUCH3D ON TH3 BOOK UND3R MONT4G’s 4RM 4ND H3 DID
NOT LOOK sO OLp 4nxy MOR3 4ND NOT QUIT3 45 FR4G1L3.
SLOwLy H1S F34R W3NT.

“I’m sOrrY. ON3 H4s TO B3 c4R3FUL.”

H3 100k3Dp 41 TH3 BOOK UND3R MONT4G’S 4RM 4ND
cOuLp NOT sTOP. “SO 11°S TRU3.”

MONT4G st3pP3D INSID3. TH3 DOOR SHUT.

“S1t DOWN.” F4B3R B4CK3D UP, 45 1F H3 F34R3D TH3
BOOK Mm1cuT v4N1sH 1F H3 TOOK 11s 3v3s FROM 1T. B311ND
HIM, TH3 DOOR TO 4 B3DROOM sTOOD OP3N, 4ND 1N THAT
ROOM 4 L.1TT3R OF M4CHIN3RY 4ND ST33L TOOLS W4S STR3WN
UPON 4 D3sk-10P. MONT4G H4D ONLY 4 GLlmPs3, B3FOR3
F483R, s331N¢ MONT4G’s 4TT3NTION D1V3RT3D, TURN3D
Qulckry 4NDp sHUT TH3 B3DROOM DOOR 4ND sTOOD HOLDING
TH3 KNOB WlTH 4 TR3MBLING H4ND. H1s G473 R3TURN3D
UNST34D11y TO MONT4G, wHO w4s NOw s3413D wlTH TH3
BOOx 1N nls r4p. “Tu3 B0Ok—wn3r3 plp YOU—?”

“1 sTOL3 11.”
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F4B3Rr, FOrR TH3 FIRsT TIM3, R41s3D HIs 3v3s 4ND
LOOk3D p1r3cTLY INTO MONT4G’s F4C3.

“YOU’r3 Br4v3.”

“NO0,” s41p MO~NT4G. “MY w1F3’s pDYING. 4 FRI3ND
OrF MIN3’s 4L.R34DY D34D. SOM30N3 wHO M4y H4V3 B33N
4 FR13ND w4s BURNT L3ss TH4AN TW3NTY-FOUR HOURS 4G0.
YOu’r3 tH3 ONLY ON3 1 kN3w M1cuT H3LP M3. TO $33. TO
$33...”

F483r’s n4Nps 1tcu3p ON nls kn33s. “M4y 17~

“SORRY.” MONT4G G4v3 1lm TH3 BOOK.

“11’s B33N 4 LONG TIM3. 1I'M NOT 4 R3L1G610US M4N. But
171’s B33N 4 LONG TIM3.” F4B3R TURN3D TH3 P4G3s, sTOP-
PING H3R3 4ND TH3R3 TO R34D. “11’s 45 cOOD 45 1 R3M3-
MB3R. LORD, HOW TH3Y'V3 cH4NG3D 1T- 1IN OUR ‘P4RLORS’
TH3s3 D4Ys. CHR1ST 1s ON3 OF TH3 ‘F4M1LY’ NOw. 1 OFT3N
wOND3R 1F GOD R3cOcN1z3s H1s OwN sON TH3 w4y w3'v3
DR3ss3D HlMm up, Or 1s 1T DR3ss3D mlMm DOWN? H3’s 4
R3GUL4AR P3PP3RMINT sTlCK NOW, 4LL SUG4R-CRYST4L 4ND
s4ccH4rIN3 wH3N H3 1sN'T M4KING v31L3D R3F3R3NC3S
TO c3rT41IN cOMM3Rrcl4L prRODUCTS TH4T 3V3RY WORSHI-
PP3R 4BsOLUT3LY N33Ds.” F4B3R sN1FF3D TH3 BOOK. “DO
YOU kNOwW TH4T BOOKS sM3LL L1k3 NUTM3G ORr sOM3 splc3
FROM 4 FOR31GN 14ND? 1 1LOv3D TO sM3LL TH3M wWH3N 1
w4s 4 B0y. LOrRD, TH3R3 W3R3 4 L.OT OF LOv3LY BOOKS ONC3,
B3FOR3 w3 13T TH3M GO0.” F4B3R TURN3D TH3 P4G3s. “MR.
MO~T4G, YOU 4R3 LOOKING 4T 4 cOW4RD. 1 s4w TH3 w4y
THINGS W3R3 GOING, 4 LONG TIM3 B4cK. 1 s41D NOTHING.
I'm ON3 OF TH3 INNOc3NTs WHO cOuLDp H4V3 sPOK3N UP
4np Out wa3N NO On3 wOULD L1sT3N TO TH3 ‘GulrTy,” BUT
1 plp NOT sp34K 4ND THUS B3c4M3 GUILTY MYS3LF. 4ND
WH3N FIN4LLY TH3Y $3T TH3 STRUCTUR3 T0O BURN TH3 BOOKS,
usING TH3, FIR3M3N, 1 GRUNT3D 4 F3w TIM3s 4ND SUB-
s1p3p, FOR TH3R3 W3R3 NO OTH3RS GRUNTING OR Y3LLING
wlta M3, BY TH3N. NOw, 11’s T00 1413.” F4B3R cLOS3D
TH3 B1BL3. “W3LL—suPP0s3 YOU T3LL M3 WHY YOU c4M3
H3R3?”

“NOBODY L1sT3NS 4NY MOR3. 1 c4N’T T4LK TO TH3 W4LLS
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B3c4us3 TH3Y'R3 Y3LLING 41 M3. 1 c4N'T T41L.K TO MY W1F3;
sH3 L1st3Ns TO TH3 w4LLs. 1 jusT wANT sOM30N3 TO H34R
wH4T 1 H4v3 TO s4y. 4ND M4yB3 1F 1 141K LONG 3NOUGH,
ITLL M4Kk3 s3Ns3. 4ND 1 w4NT YOU TO T34cH M3 1O UN-
D3RSTAND WH4AT 1 R34D.”

F4B3r 3x4mIn3D MONT4G’s THIN, BLU3-JOWL3D F4C3.
“HOw p1D YOU 631 su4k3N ur? Wa4t kNOck3Dp TH3 TORCH
Out Or YOUR H4NDS?”

“1 pON’T KNOW. W3 14v3 3v3ryralnc w3 N33p 10 B3
H4PPY, BUT W3 4R3N'T H4pPPY. SOM3THING’S MIssING. 1
LOOk3D 4r0UND. Tu3 ONLY THING 1 POSITIV3LY KN3W w4s
GON3 w4s a3 BOOKS 1’D BURN3D IN T3N OR TW3LV3 Y34RS.
SO 1 taOucuT BOOks M1GHT H3LP.”

“YOU’r3 4 H0p31L.3ss ROM4NT1C,” s41D F4B3R. “1T WOULD
B3 FUNNY 1r 11 w3RrR3 NOT s3r10us. 11’s NOT BOOKS YOU
N33Dp, 11’s sOM3 OF T3 THINGS TH4T ONC3 W3R3 1N BOOKS.
Tu3 s4m3 THINGS cOULD B3 IN TH3 ‘P4RLOR F4M1L13s’
TOD4Y. TH3 s4M3 INFIN1IT3 D3T41L 4ND 4W4R3N3ss cOULD
B3 PROj3cT3D THROUGH TH3 R4D10s 4ND T31L.3V1SORS, BUT
4r3 NOT. NO, NO, 171’s NOT BOOKS 4T 4LL YOU'R3 LOOKING
FOR! T4k3 11 wi3r3 YOU c4N FIND 1T, IN OLD PHONOGR4PH
R3CORDS, OLD MOTI1ON P1CcTUR3S, 4ND 1IN OLD FR13NDS; LOOK
FOR 1T IN N4TUR3 4ND LOOK FOR 1T 1IN YOURS3LF. BOOKS
w3R3 ONLY ON3 TYP3 OF rR3c3prr4CL3 WH3R3 W3 STOR3D 4
LOT OF THINGS W3 W3R3 4Fr41D W3 M1GHT FORG3T. TH3R3
1s NOTHING M4Glc4r IN TH3M 4T 411, T3 M4clc 1s ONLY
1IN wa4T BOOKS s4y, HOwW TH3Y stlTCH3D TH3 P4TCH3S OF
TH3 UNI1V3RS3 TOG3TH3R INTO ON3 G4RM3NT FOR Us. OF
cOurs3 YOu cOuLpN'T kNOw THIS, OF cOURs3 YOU sTlLL
cAN’T UND3RSTAND wWHAT 1 M34N wiH3N 1 s4y 411 THIS.
YOu 4r3 InTUlT1V3LY R1GHT, TH4T'S WH4T cOUNTS. THR33
THINGS 4R3 M1sSING.

“NumB3R ON3: DO YOu kNOw wHY BOOKS sucH 4s TH1S
4r3 sO 1mpPORTANT? B3c4us3 TH3Y H4V3 QU4LITY. 4ND
wi4T D03s T3 WORD Qu4LlTy M34N? TO M3 1T M34NS T3X-
TUR3. TH1Ss BOOK H4s POR3s. 1T H4s F34TUR3Ss. TH1s BOOK
c4N ¢0 unDp3R TH3 M1crOscOpP3. YOU'D FIND L1F3 UND3R
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TH3 GL4sS, STR34MING P4sT IN INFINIT3 PROFUSION. TH3
MOR3 POR3s, TH3 MOR3 TRUTHFULLY R3CORD3D D3141LS OF
L1F3 P3R sQu4r3 1IncH YOU c4N G3T ON 4 su33T1 Or r4r3R,
TH3 MOR3 ‘L1T3R4RY YOU 4R3. Tu4Ts MY D3FINITION,
4Anyw4y. T3LLING D3T41L. FR3sH D31411. TH3 c00D WR1-
13RS TOUCH L1F3 OFT3N. TH3 M3D10cR3 ON3s RUN 4 Qulck
H4ND Ov3R H3R. TH3 B4D ON3s r4P3 H3R 4ND L34v3 H3R
FOR TH3 FL13s.

“S0 NOwW DO YOU $33 wry BOOKS 4R3 H4T3D 4ND F34R3D?
Tu3y sHOw TH3 POR3s 1IN TH3 F4c3 OrF L1F3. TH3 cOMm-
FORT4BL3 P30PL3 WANT ONLY W4x MOON F4c3s, POR3L3sS,
H41RrL3ss, 3xPr3ss10NL3ss. W3 4r3 rL1vING 1IN 4 TIMm3
wH3N FLOW3RS 4R3 TRYING TO 1.1v3 ON FLOW3RS, INsST34D
OF GrOWING ON GOODp R4IN 4ND BL4cK 1LO4M. 3v3N
FIR3WORKS, FOR 4LL TH3IR PR3TTIN3ss, cOM3 FROM TH3
cH3M1sTRY OF TH3 34RTH. Y3T SOM3HOW w3 THINK W3 c4N
GROW, F33DING ON FLOW3Rs 4ND FIR3WORks, wlTtHOUT
cOmMPL3TING TH3 cycL3 B4ck TO R34L1TY. DO YOU KNOW TH3
L3G3ND Or H3RcUL3s 4ND 4N143Us, TH3 G14NT WR3STL3R,
WHOs3 STRINGTH w4s INCR3D1BL3 sO LONG 4s H3 sTOOD
FIRMLY ON TH3 34RTH. BUT WH3N H3 W4s H3LD, ROOTL3SS,
IN M1D-41R, BY H3RCUL3s, H3 P3R1sH3D 34s1ry. 1F TH3R3
1sN’T sOM3THING 1IN TH4T L3G3ND FOR Us TOD4Y, 1IN THI1S
clrty, 1IN Our T1M3, TH3N 1 4M cOMPL3T3LY INS4N3. W3LL,
TH3R3 W3 H4v3 TH3 FIRST THING 1 s41p w3 N33D3D.
Qu4Llty, T3XTUR3 OF INFORM4TION.”

“4ND TH3 $3CONDP”

“L31sur3.”

“On, BUT W3’v3 PL3NTY OF OFF-HOURS.”

“Orr-00uRs, Y3s. Bur T1M3 10 THINK? 1F YOU'R3 NOT
DRIVING 4 HUNDR3D MI1L3s 4N HOUR, 4T 4 cLlp wH3R3
YOU c4N’T THINK OF 4NYTHING 3Ls3 BUT TH3 D4NG3R, TH3N
YOU'R3 pL4YING sOM3 G4M3 Or sltTInG 1IN sOM3 ROOM
WH3R3 YOU c4N’T 4rGU3 WlTH TH3 FOUR-WA4LL T3L3V1SOR.
Wuy? Tu3 t3L3v1sORr 1s ‘r34L.” 1T 1s 1mm3p14713, 1T H4s
DIM3NSION. 1T T3LLs YOU wH4T TO THINK 4ND B1L4sTs 1T
IN. 1T musT B3, R1GHT. 1T s33Ms sO r1cHT. 1T RUSH3S YOU
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O~ sO Qulckry TO 11s OWN cONcLUs10NS YOUR MIND H4SN'T
T1M3 TO PROT3ST, “‘WH4T NONS3NS3!™”

“ONLy TH3 ‘FA4m1Ly’ 1s ‘p30pL3.””

“1 B3G YOUR PARDONP”

“My w1rF3 s4vs BOOKS 4R3N’T ‘R341.””

“Tu4nk GOp FOR TH4T. YOU c4N sHUT TH3M, s4Y, ‘HOLD
On 4 MOM3NT.” YOU P14y GOp 1O 1T. BUuT WHO H4S 3Vv3R
TORN HIMS3LF FROM TH3 c14w TH4T 3NCL0s3s YOU WH3N
YOU DROP 4 s33D 1N 4 TV p4rLOR? 1T GROWS YOU 4NY sudr3
It wlsu3s! 1t 1s 4N 3NvIRONM3NT 4s R34L 4s TiH3 WORLD.
It B3cOM3s 4ND 1s TH3 TRUTH. BOOKS c4N B3 B34T3N
pOWN wltH R34sON. Bur wltH 4LL MYy KNOWL3DG3 4ND
sc3erlclsm, 1 u4v3 N3v3R B33N 4BL3 10 4rRGU3 wlTH 4
ON3-HUNDR3D-P13c3 syMpHONY ORcH3sTR4, FULL COLOR,
THR33 DIM3NSIONS, 4ND 1 B3ING 1IN 4ND P4RT OF THOS3
INCR3D1BL3 P4RLORS. 4s YOU $33, My P4RLOR 1s NOTHING
BUT FOUR PL4ST3R wW4LLS. 4ND H3R3 “H3 u3Lp Our TWO
sM4LL RUBB3R PLUGS. “FOR My 34rs WH3N 1 RID3 TH3 SUB-
w4y-]318.”

“D3Na4m’s D3NTIFR1C3; TH3Y TO1L NOT, N31TH3R DO
TH3Y SPIN,” s41p MONT4G, 3Y3s sHUT. “WH3R3 DO w3 c0
FROM H3R3? WOULD BOOKS n3Lp Us?”

“ONLy 1F TH3 THIRD N3c3ss4ry THING cOuLD B3 G1v3N
us. NumB3R ON3, 4s 1 s41p, Qud4rlty OrF INFORM4TION.
NuMB3R TWO: L31sUR3 TO D1G3sT 1T. 4ND NUMB3R THR33:
TH3 R1GHT TO c4RRY OUT 4CT10NS B4s3D ON wH4T W3 L34RN
FROM TH3 INT3R-4CcT1ON OF TH3 F1RST TWO. 4ND 1 H4RDLY
THINK 4 V3RY OLD M4N 4ND 4 F1R3M4N TURN3D SOUR cOULD
D0 MmucH TH1S 1413 IN TH3 G4M3 . . .”

“1 c4N 31 BOOKS.”

“YOU’R3 RUNNING 4 R1sK.”

“Tu41’s TH3 GOOD P4RT OF DYING; WH3N YOU'V3 NOTHING
70 L0s3, YOU RUN 4NY R1SK YOU W4NT.”

“Tu3r3, YOU'V3 s41D 4N INT3R3sTING THING,” L4UGH3D
F483r, “wlTtnOut n4vine r34p 11!

“4r3 THINGS L1k3 TH4T 1IN BOOKS. BUT 1T c4M3 OFF TH3
TOP OF MY MIND!”
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“4rr. TH3 B3TT3R. YOU DIDN’T FANcY 1T UP FOR M3 OR
4NYON3, 3v3N YOURS3LF.”

MONT4G L34N3D FORWARD. “TH1S 4FT3RNOON 1 THOUGHT
TH4T 1F 1T TURN3D OUT TH4T BOOKS W3R3 WORTH WHI1L3,
w3 M1GHT G3T 4 PR3ss 4ND PRINT sOM3 3xTR4 cOr13s—"

“W3r”

“YOu 4nD 17

“Omn, NO!” F4B3R s4T Up.

“But 131 M3 T3LL YOU MY PLAN—"

“1F YOu Inslst ON T3LLING M3, 1 musT 4sk YOU TO
1.34v3.”

“Bur 4r3N’T YOU INT3R3ST3D?”

“NOTt 1r YOU sT4RT T4LKING TH3 SORT OF T4LK TH4T
MlcHT G3T M3 BURNT FOR MY TROUBL3. TH3 ONLY w4y 1
cOuLp pOss1Bry L1sT3N TO YOU WOULD B3 1F sOM3uHOW TH3
FIR3M4AN sTRUCTUR3 1Ts3LF cOUuLD B3 BURNT. NOw 1F YOU
SUGG3sT THAT W3 PRINT 3xTR4 BOOKS 4ND 4RRANG3 TO H4v3
TH3M HIDD3N IN FIR3M3N’s HOUS3s 4LL Ov3R TH3 cOUN-
TRY, SO TH4T $33Ds OF susplc1ON wOuLD B3 sOwN 4MONG
TH3s3 4RSON1STS, BR4VO, 1'D s4y!”

“PrANT TH3 BOOKS, TURN IN 4N 414RM, 4ND $33 TH3
F1r3M3N’s HOUs3s BURN, 1s Ti4T w4t YOU M34NP”

F4B3R r41s3D H1s BROWS 4ND LOOK3D 4T MONT4G 45 1F
H3 W3R3 s331NG 4 N3w M4N. “1 w4s JOkING.”

“1r YOu THOUGHT 1T WOULD B3 4 PLAN WORTH TRYING,
1I’'p H4v3 10 T4K3 YOUR WORD 1T WOULD H3LP.”

“YOu c4N’T GU4r4NT33 THINGS L1K3 TH4T! 4FT3R 4LL,
WH3N W3 H4D 4LL TH3 BOOKs w3 N33D3D, w3 sTlLL INsl-
sT3D ON FINDING TH3 HIGH3sT cLIFF TO jump OFfF. But
w3 DO N33D 4 BrR34TH3R. W3 DO N33D KNOWL3DG3. 4ND
P3rRH4PS IN 4 THOUSAND Y34Rs w3 MlcHT Plck SM4LL3R
cLlrrs TO jump Orr. T3 BOOks 4r3 TO rR3MIND US WH4T
4ss3s 4ND FOOLs w3 4r3. TaH3Y'R3 C43s4R’s PR43TOR14N
GU4rD, WHIsP3RING 4s TH3 P4rR4D3 RO4Rs DOWN TH3
4v3nu3, ‘R3M3MB3R, C43s4r, THOU 4rRT MORT4L.” MOST
Or us c4N’T RUSH 4ROUND, T4LKING TO 3v3RYON3, KNOW
41 tH3 clTl13s OF TH3 WORLD, W3 H4V3N'T TIM3, MON3Y
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Or TH4T M4NY FRI3NDS. T3 THINGS YOU'R3 LOOKING
FOR, MONT4G, 4rR3 1IN TH3 WORLD, BUT TH3 ONLY w4y TH3
4v3r463 cu4pr wlLL 3v3r s33 NIN3TY-NIN3 P3R c3NT OF
TH3M 15 1IN 4 BOOK. DON'T 45K FOR GU4R4ANT33S. 4ND DON’T
LOOK TO B3 s4v3D 1IN 4NY ON3 THING, P3RSON, M4cHIN3, OR
LIBR4RY. DO YOUR OWN BIT OF s4vING, 4ND 1F YOU DROWN,
41 1.34sT D13 KNOWING YOU W3R3 134D3D FOR sHOR3.”

F483R cOT UP 4ND B3G4AN TO P4c3 TH3 ROOM.

“W3LL?” 4sk3Dp MONT4G.

“YOU’R3 48s0LUT3LY s3R10USP”

“4BsOLUT3LY.”

“11’s 4N INsID10us pLAN, 1F 1 DO s4y sO mys3LF.” F4B3R
crL4ANc3D N3rvOusLy 4T Hls B3DROOM DOOR. “TO s33 TH3
FIR3H0US3s BURN 4crOss TH3 14ND, D3STROY3D 4s HOT-
B3DSs OF TR34s0N. T3 s4r4M4ND3R D3VOURS H1s T41L! HO,
GOp!”

“I'v3 4 L1st Or F1R3M3N’s R3s1D3Nc3s 3v3RYWH3R3.
WItH sOM3 sOrRT OF UND3RGROUND—"

“C4N’t TrRUST P30PL3, TH4T’S TH3 DIRTY P4RT. YOU 4ND 1
4ND wHO 3183 wlLL s3T1 T3 FIR3sP”

“4R3N’T TH3R3 PROF3sSORs L1k3 YOURS3LF, FORM3R WRI-
T3Rs, H1sTOR14NS, LINGUlSTS . . .7~

“D34D Or 4NC13NT.”

“Ta3 OLp3R TH3 B3TT3R; TH3Y'LL GO UNNOTlC3D. YOU
kNOw p0z3Ns, 4pm1T 11!”

“On, TH3R3 4R3 M4ANY 4CcTORS 4L.0ON3 WHO H4V3N'T 4CT3D
P1r4ND3LLO Or SH4wW OrR SH4K3sP34R3 FOR Y34RSs B3c4Us3
TH31R PL4YS 4R3 TOO 4w4r3 OF TH3 WORLD. W3 cOULD
Us3 TH31R 4NG3R. 4ND W3 cOuLD Us3 TH3 HON3ST R4G3
Or tHOs3 11sTOR14Ns WHO H4V3N'T WRITT3N 4 LIN3 FOR
FORTY Y34Rs. TrRu3, w3 Mm1GHT FORM cL4ss3s 1N THINKING
4ND R34DING.”

“Y3s!”

“But tH4T WOULD JUST N1BBL3 TH3 3DG3s. Tu3 wn0L3
curLTuR3’s SHOT THROUGH. TH3 Sk3L3TON N33DS M3LTING
4ND R3-su4rInc. GOOp GOp, 1T IsN'T 4s sImpL3 4s jusT
plckING up 4 BOOK YOU 141D DOWN H4LF 4 c3NTURY 4G0.
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R3m3MB3R, TH3 FIR3M3N 4R3 R4R3LY N3c3ss4ry. TH3
puBLlc 11s3LF sTOPP3D R34DING OF I1s OWN 4CCORD.
YOu r1r3m3N PROVID3 4 clrcus NOw 4ND TH3N 4T wH1CH
BUILDINGS 4R3 s3T OFF 4ND cROWDS G4TH3R FOR TH3 PR3T-
TY BL4z3, BUT 1T’s 4 smM4LL s1p3saH0w 1ND33D, 4ND H4RD-
LY N3c3ss4ry 1O k33p THINGS 1IN LIN3. SO F3w w4NT TO
B3 R3B3Ls 4NY MOR3. 4ND OQut OF THOS3 F3w, MOsT, L1k3
MYS3LF, SC4R3 34slry. C4N YOU D4NC3 F4ST3R TH4N TH3
Walt3 CLOwWN, sHOUT LOUD3R THAN ‘MR. GlMMm1ck’ 4ND
TH3 PARLOR ‘FAM1113s’? 1r YOU c4N, YOU'LL WIN YOUR w4y,
MONT4G. IN 4NY 3v3NT, YOU'R3 4 FOOL. P30prL3 4R3 H4VING
FUN.”

“COmmI1trlnG sulclp3! MurD3RING!”

4 80OMB3R FL1GHT H4D B33N MOVING 34sT 4LL TH3 TIM3
TH3Y T41LK3D, 4ND ONLY NOW DID TH3 TWO M3N sTOP 4ND
L1sT3N, F33LING TH3 GR34T J3T SOUND TR3MBL3 INSID3
TH3MS31V3S.

“P4113Nnc3, MONT4G. L3T TH3 W4R TURN OFF TH3
‘F4Mm1L13s.” Our clvlrlz4tlON 1s rLINGING 1TS3LF TO
r13c3s. STAND B4cKk FROM TH3 c3NTRIFUG3.”

“Tu3r3 #4s 10 B3 sOM30N3 rR34DY WH3N 1T BLOWS UP.”

“Wudt? M3N QuOTING M1LTON? S4vING, 1 R3M3MB3R
SOrHOCL3s? R3MINDING TH3 SURVIVORS THAT M4N H4s H1s
c00D s1p3, T00? T3y wlLr ONLY G4TH3R UP TH31R STON3S
TO HURL 4T 34cH OTH3R. MONT4G, GO HOM3. GO TO B3D.
Wny w4st3 YOUR FIN4L HOURs R4cING 4BOUT YOUR c4G3
D3NYING YOU'R3 4 SQUIRR3LP”

“Tu3N YOU DON’T c4R3 4NY MOR3P”

“1 c4r3 sO mucH 1’'m slck.”

“4ND YOU WON'T H3LP M3P”

“GO00p NlcaT, 00D N1GHT.”

MONT4G’s H4NDS P1ck3D Uup TH3 B1BL3. H3 s4w wH4T
H1s u4nps H4D DON3 4ND H3 LOOK3D SURPR1IS3D.

“WOuLp YOU L1k3 10 OwN TH1S?”

F483R s41p, “1’D c1v3 MY R1GHT 4RM.”

MONT4G sTOOD TH3R3 4ND W4113D FOR TH3 N3XT THING
10 n4pp3N. H1s u4nps, BY TH3MS31v3s, LIk3 TWO M3N
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WORKING TOG3TH3R, B3G4N TO R1P TH3 P4G3s FROM TH3
BOOK.

Tn3 H4NDS TOR3 TH3 FLYL34F 4ND TH3N TH3 F1RST 4ND
TH3N TH3 S3cOND P4G3.

“Ip10t, wa4tr3 YOU DOING!” F4B3R sPrR4NG UP, 45 1F
H3 H4D B33N sTRUCK. H3 F3LL, 4641NsT MONT4G. MONT4G
w4RrD3D HIM OFF 4ND L3T H1S H4NDS cONTINU3. S1X MOR3
P4G3s F3LL TO TH3 FLOOR. H3 P1ck3D TH3M UP 4ND W4D-
p3D TH3 P4P3R UND3R F4B3R’S c473.

“DON’T, O, DON’T!” s41D T3 OLD M4N.

“WHO c4nN stOp M3? 1'M 4 F1rR3M4N. 1 c4N BURN YOU!”

Tu3 0D M4N sTOOD LOOKING 4T HlM. “YOU WOULDN'T.”

“1 cOuLp!”

“Tu3 B00Ok. DON’T T34R 1T 4NY MOR3.” F4B3R s4NK INTO
4 cu41r, uls r4c3 v3ry wHlT3, H1Ss MOUTH TR3MBLING.
“DONT M4k3 M3 F33L 4NY MOR3 TIR3D. Wa4T DO YOU
w4NT?”

“1 N33p YOU 1O T34CcH M3.”

“4rL r1GHT, 4LL R1GHT.”

MONT4G puT TH3 BOOK DOWN. H3 B3G4N TO UNW4D TH3
CRUMPL3D P4P3R 4ND FLATT3N 1T OUT 4s TH3 OLD M4N
w4tcu3Dp T1R3DLY.

F483R sH00k H1s H34D 4s 1F 03 w3R3 W4KING UP.

“MONT4G, 14v3 YOU sOM3 MON3Y?P”

“SOM3. FOUR, F1v3 HUNDR3D DOLL4RS. WHY?P”

“BrING 1T1. 1 xNOW 4 M4N wHO PRINT3D OUR cOLL3G3
P4P3R HALF 4 c3NTURY 4G0. TH4T W4s TH3 Y34R 1 c4m3 10
cr4ss 41 TH3 ST4RT OF TH3 N3W $3M3ST3R 4ND FOUND ONLY
ON3 sTuD3NT TO sloN uP FOR Dr4m4 FROM 43scHYLUS TO
O0’N31LL. YOu s33P HOw L1kx3 4 834urlruL st4tu3 OrF 1¢3
1t w4s, M3rrING IN TH3 SUN. 1 R3M3MB3R TH3 N3wsp4-
P3RS DYING L1k3 HUG3 MOTHS. NO ON3 W4ANT3D TH3M B4CK.
NO ON3 m1ss3p TH3M. 4ND TH3 GOV3RNM3NT, S331ING
HOW 4pv4ANT4G30Us 1T w4s 10 a4v3 P30PL3 R34D1ING ONLY
480uT p4ss10n4T3 L1ps 4ND TH3 FlsT IN TH3 sTOM4CH,
clrcL3p TH3 sltu4tlON wlTtH YOUR FIR3-34T3RS. SO,
MONT4G, TH3R3’s THIS UN3MPLOY3D PRINT3R. W3 MIGHT
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START 4 3w BOOKS, 4ND w4lT ON TH3 W4R TO BR34K TH3
P4TT3RN 4ND G1v3 Us TH3 PUSH W3 N33D. 4 F3w BOMBS 4ND
TH3 ‘F4M11L13s IN TH3 w4LLs OrF 4LL TH3 HOUS3s, L1k3
H4RL3QUIN r4Ts, wlLL stuT vp! 1IN s11.3Ne3, OUr sT4G3-
wH1sP3R M1GHT C4RRY.”

Tu3y BOTH sTOOD LOOKING 4T TH3 BOOK ON TH3 T4BL3.

“I'v3 Tr13D TO R3M3MB3R,” s41lp MONT4G. “Bur,
H3LL, 1T’s cGON3 wH3N 1 TURN MY H34D. GOD, HOW 1 W4ANT
sOM3THING TO s4y TO TH3 C4rT41N. H3’s R34D 3NOUGH SO
03 u4s 4L a3 4Nsw3Rs, Or s33ms 1O H4v3. H1s v01c3
1s L1k3 BUTT3R. I'M 4FR41D H3’LL T4LK M3 B4CK TH3 w4y
1 w4s. ONLYy 4 w33k 460, pumpPING 4 k3R0s3N3 HOs3, 1
tanOucHT: GOD, wH4T FUN!”

Tu3 Oup M4N NOpD3D. “THO0s3 wHO DONT BUILD
MUST BURN. 1T’s 4s OLD 4s H1sTORY 4ND JjUV3N1L3 D3LIN-
QUI3NTS.”

“SO tH41’Ss wH4T 1 4M.7

“Tu3r3’s sOM3 OF 1T 1IN 4LL OF Us.”

MONT4G MOV3D TOW4RDS TH3 FRONT DOOR. “C4N YOU
H3LP M3 1N 4NY w4y TON1GHT, wlTH TH3 F1R3 C4pT41IN? 1
N33D 4N UMBR3LL4 TO k33p OrF TH3 R41IN. 1'M SO D4MN3D
4rr41D 1’LL DROWN 1F H3 G3TS M3 4G41N.”

TH3 OLD M4N s41D NOTHING, BUT GL4NC3D ONc3 MOR3
N3rvOUsLY, 4T H1s B3DROOM. MONT4G c4UGHT TH3 GL4ANC3.
“W3LLP”

TH3 OLD M4N TOOK 4 D33P BR34TH, H3LD 1T, 4ND L3T 1T
Out. H3 100K 4NOTH3R, 3Y3s cLOs3D, Hls MOUTH TI1GHT,
4ND 41 14T 3xH4L3D. “MONT4G . . .”

Tu3 OLD M4N TURN3D 4T 14ST 4ND s41p, “COMm3 41.0NG.
1 wOuLp 4ctu4rry a4v3 L3t YOU w41k R1cHT OUT OF MY
10us3. 1 4m 4 cOw4rpry OLp FOOL.”

F4s3r 0p3N3D TH3 B3DROOM DOOR 4ND 13D MONT4G
INTO 4 sm4rr cudmB3r wWH3R3 sT0OD 4 T4BL3 UPON
wilcH 4 NUMB3R OF M314L TOOLS L4y 4MONG 4 W3LT3R
Or M1crOscOrlc wlr3-a41rs, TINY cOlLs, BOBBINS, 4ND
CRYST4LS.

“Wudr’s Tuls?” 4sk3p MONT4G.
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“PrOOF Or My T3RR1BL3 cOw4rp1lc3. 1'v3 L1v3D 4L.0N3
sO m4NY v34Rrs, THROWING 1Mm4G3s ON w4LLs wlTH wmy
Im4cIn4TlON. FlpDLING WlTH 313CcTRONICS, R4D10-
TRANSM1ss10N, H4S B33N My HOBBY. My cOw4rplc3 1s
Or sucH 4 p4ss10N, cOMPL3M3NTING TH3 R3VOLUT1ON4RY
sp1r1T TH4T L1v3s IN 1Ts sH4D0wW, 1 w4s FOrRc3D TO D3s1-
GN TH1S.”

H3 rlck3D up 4 sM4LL GR33N-M3T4L 0Bj3cT NO L4RG3R
THAN 4 .22 BULL3T.

“l p4lp FOR 4L TH1s—HOW? Prd4yInc TH3 sTOCK-
M4RKk3T, OF cOURS3, TH3 14sT R3FUG3 IN TH3 WORLD FOR
TH3 D4ANG3ROUs InT3LL3cTU4L Outr OF 4 jOB. W3LL, 1
pPL4Y3D TH3 M4RK3T 4ND BUILT 4LL TH1S 4ND 1'v3 w4113D.
1'v3 w4113D, TR3MBLING, HA4LF 4 L1Fr3TIM3 FOR sOM30N3
7O sp34K TO M3. 1 D4R3D sp34Kk TO NO ON3. TH4T D4Y IN TH3
P4RK WH3N W3 s4T TOG3TH3R, 1 kKN3w TH4T SOM3 D4Y YOU
MlcHT DROP BY, WlTH FIR3 OR FR13NDSHI1P, 1T w4s H4RD
TO Gu3ss. 1'v3 H4D THIS L1TTL3 1T3M R34DY FOR MONTHS.
Bur 1 4LMOst L3T YOU GO, 1M T4t 4FR41D!”

“1t LOOKs L1k3 4 S34su3LL R4p10.”

“4Np sOm3tHING MOR3! 1T Llst3ns! 1r YOU puT It
IN YOUR 34Rr, MONT4G, 1 c4N slt cOMFORT4BLY HOMS,
W4RMING MY FRIGHT3N3D BON3s, 4ND H34R 4ND 4N41y73
TH3 FIR3M3N’s WORLD, FIND 1Ts w34kN3ss3s, wlTHOUT
D4NG3R. I'M TH3 QU33N B33, s4r3 1N 03 H1V3. YOU wlLL
B3 TH3 DRON3, TH3 TR4V3LLING 34R. 3v3nTU4LLY, 1 COULD
pUT OuT 34Rs INTO 4LL p4rTS OF TH3 clTY, wlTH V4R10US
M3N, L1ST3NING 4ND 3v4Lu4TING. 1F TH3 DRON3s D13, 1'™m
sT1LL s4F3 4T HOM3, T3NDING MY FRIGHT WlTH 4 M4X1MUM
OF cOMFORT 4ND 4 MINIMUM OF ca4NC3. S33 HOW s4F3 1
pr4y 11, HOw cONT3MPTIBL3 1 4MP”

MONT4G pr4c3p TH3 GR33N BULL3T IN HISs 34r. TH3
OLD M4N INS3RT3D 4 s1m1r4r 0Bj3cT 1IN H1S OWN 34R 4ND
MOvV3D H1s L1ps.

“MONT4G!”

Tu3 v01c3 w4s 1IN MONT4G’s H34D.

“1 u34r YOU!”
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T3 OLp M4N 14UGH3D. “YOU'R3 cOmING Ov3r FIN3,
100!” F4B3r wilsp3r3p, Bur TH3 v0lc3 1IN MONT4G’S
134D w4s cL34r. “GO 10 TH3 FIR3HOUS3 WH3N 1T1°s TI1M3.
1I’LL B3 wlth YOU. L31’s L1sT3N 1O TH1S C4rT41N B34TTY
TOG3TH3R. H3 cOuLDp B3 ON3 OF Us. GOD kNOws. 1'LL G1v3
YOu tHINGS TO s4y. W3'LL ¢1v3 uHlMm 4 c00p saOw. DO
yOU a413 M3 FOR TH1S 3L3cTRON1C cOW4RD1C3 OF MIN3?
H3Rr3 1 4m s3nDING YOU Out INTO TH3 NlGHT, wHIL3 1
sT4Y B3H1IND TH3 LIN3s wlTH MY D4MN3D 34Rs L1sT3NING
FOR YOU 1O 3T YOUR 034D cuOrp3D OFF.”

“W3 4LL DO wa4T w3 D0,” s41p MONT4G. H3 PUT TH3
B1pr3 IN T3 OLD M4N’s H4NDS. “H3Rr3. 1'LL cu4nc3
TURNING 1IN 4 suBsTlTUT3. TOMORROW—"

“I’LL $33 TH3 UN3MPLOY3D PRINT3R, Y3s; TH4T MUCH 1
c4N p0.”

“GO00p Nlcut, PROF3ssOR.”

“NOTt 00D NlgHT. 1I'LL 83 wlTH YOU TH3 R3sT OF TH3
Nlcur, 4 vIN3G4R GN4T TlCcKLING YOUR 34R wH3N YOU
N33D M3. But ¢c00p NlcaT 48D GOOD LUCK, 4NYW4y.”

THu3 pOOR OP3N3D 4ND sHUT. MONT4G W4s 1IN TH3 D4RK
STR33T 4G41N, LOOKING 4T TH3 WORLD.

YOu cOuLbp r33L TH3 W4R G3TTING R34DY 1IN TH3 SKY
TH4T N1GHT. TH3 W4y TH3 cLOUDS MOV3D 4s1D3 4ND c4M3
B4cK, 4ND TH3 W4y TH3 ST4RS LOOK3D, 4 MI1LLION OF TH3M
swlMMING B3TW33N TH3 cLOUDS, L1k3 TH3 3N3My DI1scs,
4ND TH3 F33LING TH4T TH3 SKY M1GHT F4LL UPON TH3 clTy
4ND TURN 1T TO cH41LK DUST, 4ND TH3 MOON GO UP IN R3D
F1R3; TH4T W4s HOW TH3 N1GHT F3LT.

MONT4G W4Lk3D FROM TH3 suBw4y wlTH TH3 MON3Y 1IN
uls pOck3T (13 u4p v1slt3p T3 BANK wilcH w4s 0p3N
411 N1cHT 48D 3Vv3RY N1GHT wlTH ROBOT T3LL3RS 1IN 4TT3-
ND4NC3) 4ND 4s 13 w4Lk3p u3 w4s L1st3NING TO TH3
S34su3LL R4D10 1N ON3 34R. . . . “W3 n4v3 M0B1L1z3D 4
M1LL1ON M3N. Qulck vIcTORY 1s Ours 1F TH3 w4R cOm3s. .
..” Muslc rL.OOD3D Ov3r TH3 vO01c3 QulckLy 4ND 1T w4s
GON3.
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“T'3N M1LL10N M3N MOB11L1Z3D,” F4B3R’s vO01c3 wil-
sp3rR3D 1IN HI1s OTH3R 34R. “Bur s4y ON3 MI1LLION. 1T’s
H4prrP13R.”

“F4B3RrP”

“Y3s?P”

“I’M NOT THINKING. I’M JUsT DOING L1k3 1I'M TOLD, 1L.1K3
41w4ys. YOu s41p ¢31 TH3 MON3Y 48D 1 GOT 1T. 1 DIDN'T
R34LLy THINK OF 1T MYS3LF. WH3N DO 1 sT4rRT WORKING
talNgs Out ON MY OwN?P”

“YOu'v3 st4rt3D 41LR34DY, BY s4vInc wa4T YOU jUST
s41p. YOU'LL H4v3 TO T4Kk3 M3 ON F41TH.”

“1 100x T3 0T3RS ON F41TH!”

“Y3s, 4ND LOOK wH3R3 W3'R3 H34D3D. YOU'LL H4v3 TO
TR4v3L BLIND FOR 4 wH1L3. H3Rr3’s My 4rM TO HOLD ON
T10.”

“1 DON’T WANT TO cH4NG3 s1D3s 4ND JusT B3 TOLD WH4T
TO DO. TH3R3’s NO R34sON TO cH4NG3 1F 1 DO TH4T.”

“YOU’R3 wls3 4Lr34DY!”

MONT4G F3LT H1S F33T MOVING HIM ON TH3 s1D3w4LK
TOW4RD H1Ss HOUS3. “K33p T4LKING.”

“WOurp YOu L1k3 M3 10 Rr34p? 1’LL R34D sO YOu
c4N rR3M3MB3R. 1 G0 1O B3D ONLY F1v3 HOURS 4 N1GHT.
NOtHING TO DO. SO 1F YOU L1k3; 1'LL R34D YOU TO sL.33p
NlcHTs. TH3y s4y YOUu R314IN KNOWL3DG3 3v3N WH3N
YOU'R3 sL.33PING, 1F sOM30N3 wH1spP3Rs 1T 1IN YOUR 34R.”

“Y3s.”

“H3r3.” F4r 4w4y 4crOss TOWN 1N TH3 NI1GHT, TH3
F41NT3sT wrH1sP3R OF 4 TURN3D P4G3. “Tu3 BOOx OF J0B.”

Tu3 M00N rROs3 1IN TH3 sky 4s MONT4G W4Lk3D, HI1S
L1ps MOVING jusT 4 TR1FL3.

H3 w4s 34TING 4 L1cHT sUPP3R 4T NIN3 IN TH3 3v3NING
wH3N TH3 FRONT DOOR cr13D Out IN TH3 H4LL 4ND M1L-
DR3D R4N FROM TH3 P4RLOR L1k3 4 N4T1v3 FL331ING 4N
3rurTlON OF V3suvlus. MRs. Pa3Lprs 4D MRgs. BOwL3s
c4m3 tHROUGH TH3 FRONT DOOR 4ND Vv4N1sH3D 1INTO
TH3 vOLCANO’s MOuTH W1TH M4RTIN1S 1IN TH31R HANDS:
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MONT4G sTOPP3D 34TING. TH3Y W3R3 L1k3 4 MONSTROUS
CRYST4L cHAND3L13R TINKLING IN 4 THOUS4ND cH1M3s,
H3 s4w TH31R CH3sHIR3 C4T1 sm1L3s BURNING THROUGH
TH3 W4LLS OF TH3 HOUS3, 48D NOW TH3Y W3R3 SCR34M1ING
41 34cu OTa3R 480v3 TH3 DIN.

MONT4G FOUND HIMS3LF 41 TH3 P4RLOR DOOR wlTH H1S
FOOD stlLL 1IN H1S MOUTH.

“D03sN’T 3v3rRYON3 LOOK N1c3!”

“N1c3.”

“YOu LOOK FIN3, M1LL13!

“FIN3.”

“3v3rYON3 LOOKS sw3LL.”

“Sw3LL!”

MONT4G sTOOD WATCHING TH3M.

“P4113Nc3,” wH1sP3R3D F4B3R.

“1 sHOULDN’T B3 H3R3,” wH1sP3R3D MONT4G, 4L.MOST TO
HIMs3LF. “1 sHOULD B3 ON My w4y B4cK 1O YOU wlTH TH3
MON3Y!” “TOMORROW’S T1M3 3NOuGH. C4R3FUL!”

“IsN’t Trls sHOwW WOND3RFUL?” cR13D M1LDR3D.

“WOND3RFUL!”

ON ON3 w4LL 4 wOM4N sM1L3D 4ND DR4NK OrR4NG3 julc3
sImurr4n30usry. HOw p03s su3 p0 80TH 4T ONC3, THOUGHT
MONT4G, INs4N3Ly. IN TH3 OTH3R W4LLS 4N X-r4Y OF TH3
s4m3 wOM4N R3v34L3D TH3 cONTR4CTING JOURN3Y OF
TH3 R3FR3SHING B3V3R4G3 ON 11s w4y 10 H3R D3L1GHT-
FUL stOM4cH! 4srupTLY TH3 ROOM TOOK OFF ON 4 ROCK3T
FL1GHT INTO TH3 cLOUDS, 1T PLUNG3D INTO 4 L1M3-GR33N
$34 wa3R3 BLU3 F1sH 4T3 R3D 4ND Y3LLOW Flsu. 4 MINUT3
L413R, THR33 WH1T3 C4RTOON CLOWNS cHOPP3D OFF 34CH
0ta3r’s L1MmBs TO TH3 4ccOMPANIM3NT OF IMM3Ns3 IncO-
MING TID3s OF 14ucHT3R. TwO MINUT3s MOR3 4ND TH3
ROOM wH1pP3D OuT OF TOWN TO TH3 J3T C4RS WlLDLY C1R-
CLING 4N 4Rr3N4, B4SHING 4ND B4CKING UP 4ND B4SHING
34cH 0TH3R 4G41N. MONT4G s4w 4 NUMB3R OrF BOD13s FLY
IN TH3 41R.

“M1rL13, plp YOU $33 Tadr?”

“1 s4w 11, 1 s4w 11!
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MONT4G R34cH3D INs1D3 TH3 PARLOR WALL 4ND PULL3D
TH3 M41N swlTcH. TH3 1M4G3s DR41N3D 4w4y, 4s 1F TH3
w4T3R H4D B33N L3T OuT FROM 4 Glc4NTlC CcRYsT4L BOWL
OF 1ysT3R1c4L FlsH.

Tu3 THR33 WOM3N TURN3D sLOWLY 4ND LOOK3D wlTH
UNCONC34L3D 1RR1T4T1ON 4ND TH3N DISLIK3 4T MONT4G.

“Wu3n p0 YOu surp0s3 Ta3 W4R W1LL ST4RT?” 03 s41D.
“1 NOT1c3 YOUR HUSBANDS 4R3N'T H3R3 TON1GHT?”

“OH, TH3Y cOM3 4ND G0, cOM3 4ND G0,” s41p MRs.
Pu3rps. “IN 441N Outr 441N FINN3G4N, TH3 4RMY
c411.3p P313 Y3sT3rD4Y. H3’LL B3 B4cK N3xT W33K. TH3
4rmy s41D s0. Qulck w4r. FOrTY-31GHT HOURS TH3Y s41D,
4ND 3v3rYON3 HOM3. Tu4T’s wH4T TH3 4RMY s41D. Qulck
wW4R. P313 w4s c41L1L3D Y3ST3RD4Y 4ND TH3Y s41D H3’D B3,
B4ck N3xT w33K. Qulck . ..”

Tu3 THR33 WOM3N FIDG3T3D 4ND LOOK3D N3RVOUSLY 4T
TH3 3MPTY MUD-COLOR3D W4LLS.

“I’m NOT WORR13D,” s41p MRs. Pu3rps. “1’LL L31T P313
DO 4LL TH3 WORRYING.” SH3 clcGL3p. “I’LL L3T OLD P3T13
DO 4LL TH3 WORRYING. NOT M3. 1’M NOT WORR13D.”

“Y3s,” s41p M1rLl3. “L3t OLp P313 D0 TH3 WOR-
RYING.”

“11’s 41w4ys sOM30N3 31.83’s HUSBAND D13s, TH3Y s4v.”

“I'v3 u34rp TH4T, TOO. 1'v3 N3V3R KNOWN 4NY D34D
M4N K1LL3D 1IN 4 w4r. K1LL3D jumpING OFF BUILDINGS,
v3s, L1k3 GLOR14’s HUSBAND 14sT W33K, BUT FROM W4RS?
NO.”

“NOT FROM W4Rs,” s41p MRs. Pa3rps. “4Nyw4y, P313
4AND 1 4rw4ys s41p, NO T34Rs, NOTHING L1k3 TH4T. 1T’S
Our THIRD M4RR14G3 34cH 4ND W3'R3 IND3P3ND3NT. B3
IND3P3ND3NT, W3 41w4ys s41p. H3 s41p, 1F 1 63T K1LL3D
OrF, YOU jusT GO rRlcHT 4H34D 4ND DON'T CRY, BUT G3T
M4RR13D 4G41N, 4ND DON’T THINK OF M3.”

“Tudt rR3MINDS M3,” s41p MI1LDpr3p. “DI1p YOU $33
TH4T CL4R4 DOV3 F1v3-MINUT3 ROM4ANC3 14ST N1GHT IN
YOUR w4LL? W3LL, 1T w4s 411 480uT TH1S wOM4N wHO—"

MONT4G s41p NOTHING BUT STOOD LOOKING 4T TH3
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wOM3N’s F4c3s 4s H3 H4D ONc3 LOOK3D 41 TH3 F4c3s OF
s4INTs IN 4 STRANG3 CHURCH H3 H4D 3NT3R3D WH3N H3
w4s 4 calLp. Ta3 F4c3s Or THOs3 3N4M3LL3D CR34TUR3S
M34NT NOTHING TO HIM, THOUGH H3 T4LK3D TO TH3M 4ND
sT00D 1IN TH4T cHURCH FOR 4 LONG T1M3, TRYING TO B3 OF
THAT R3L1G10N, TRYING TO XNOW WHAT THAT R3L1G10N W4s,
TRYING TO G3T1 3NOucH OF TH3 R4W INC3NS3 4ND sp3cl4L
pusT OF TH3 pPr4c3 INTO Hls LUNGS 4ND THUS INTO HIS
BLOOD TO F33L TOUCH3D 4ND cONC3RN3D BY TH3 M34NING
Or tH3 cOLORFUL M3N 4ND WOM3N wlTH TH3 PORC3141N
3v3s 4ND TH3 BLOOD-RUBY L1ps. But TH3R3 w4s NOTHING,
NOTHING; 1T W4s 4 sTROLL THROUGH 4NOTH3R STOR3, 4ND
H1s CURR3NCY STR4ANG3 4ND UNUS4BL3 TH3R3, 4ND HIS
P4ss10N cOLD, 3v3N wH3N H3 TOUCH3D TH3 WOOD 4ND PL4-
ST3R 4ND cr4y. SO 1T w4s NOw, IN als OWN P4RLOR, WlTH
TH3s3 WOM3N TWISTING 1IN TH31R cH41RS UND3R HIS
G473, L1GHTING clG4r3T1T3s, BLOWING sMOk3, TOUCHING
TH31R SUN-FIR3D H41R 4ND 3x4MINING TH31R B1L4ZING
FING3RN41Ls 4s 1r TH3Y H4D c4ucHT FIR3 FROM HIS
LOOK. TH31R F4c3s GR3wW H4UNT3D wWlTH s1rL3nc3. TH3Y
L34N3D FORW4RD 4T TH3 sOUND OF MONT4G’S sw4LLOWING
Hls rFIN4L B1T3 OF FOOD. TH3Y L1sT3N3D TO H1S F3v3R1sH
BR34THING. TH3 THR33 3mpTY W4LLS OF TH3 ROOM W3R3
L1k3 TH3 P4L3 BROWS OF sL33PING cl4nTs NOw, 3mpTY OF
DR34Mms. MONT4G F3rT THAT 1F YOU TOUCH3D TH3S$3 THR33
sT4RING BROWS YOU wWOULD F33L 4 FIN3 s4rT sw34t ON
YOUR FING3R-Tlps. Tu3 P3RsP1R4TION G4TH3R3D WITH
T3 s1L3Nc3 4ND TH3 sUB-4UD1IBL3 TR3MBLING 4ROUND
4ND 480Ut 4ND 1IN TH3 WOM3N WHO W3R3 BURNING WlTH
T3NS10N. 4NY MOM3NT TH3Y M1GHT H1sS 4 LONG SPUTT3RING
alss 4ND 3xPLOD3.

MONT4G MOV3D H1s L1ps.

“L31’s T41K.”

Tu3 wOM3N J3RK3D 4ND ST4R3D.

“HOWR3 YOUR cul1LDR3N, MRs. Pu3Lps?” 13 4sk3D.

“YOu kxNOw 1 14v3N°t 4NY! NO On3 1N 1ls rR1cut MIND,
T3 GOOp LORD kNOws; wOuLD H4v3 cHILDR3N!” s41p
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MRgs. Pu3rps, NOT QulT3 SUR3 WHY SH3 w4s 4NGRY W1TH
TH1S M4N.

“1 wOULDN’T s4y TH4T,” s41D MRs. BOwL3s. “1’v3 H4D
TWO cHILDR3N BY C43s4r14N s3cTlON. NO us3 cOlnc
THROUGH 41LL TH4T 4G0ONY FOR 4 B4BY. TH3 WORLD MUST
r3PRODUC3, YOU kKNOW, TH3 R4c3 musT GO ON. B3s1p3s,
TH3Y sOM3TIM3s LOOK jusT L1k3 YOu, 4ND TH4TS N1C3.
Tw0 C43s4r14Ns T4M3D TH3 TR1CK, Y3s, SIR. OH, MY DOC-
TOR s41D, C43s4r14Ns 4rR3N’T N3c3ss4Rry; YOU'V3 GOT THS,
HlPs FOR 1T, 3v3RYTHING’S NORMA4L, BUT 1 INS1sT3D.”

“C43s4r14Ns Or NOT, cHILDR3N 4R3 RUINOUS; YOU'R3
Out OF YOUR MIND,” s41D MRs. Pu3Lps.

“1 pLUNK TH3 cHILDR3N IN scHOOL NIN3 p4ys Out OF
T3N. 1 puT uP wltH TH3M WH3N TH3Y cOM3 HOM3 THR33
p4ys 4 MONTH; 1T°s NOT B4D 471 41.L. YOU 134v3 TH3M 1INTO
TH3 ‘PARLOR’ 4ND TURN TH3 swltcH. 1T°s L1k3 w4sulNnc
cLOTH3S; STUFF L4UNDRY IN 4ND si4Mm TH3 LID.” MRs.
BOwL3s TITT3R3D. “TH3Y'D jUST 45 sOON K1ck 4s K1ss M3.
Tu4nk GOp, 1 c4N k1ck B4ck!”

Tu3 wOM3N sHOW3D TH31R TONGU3S, L4UGHING.

MI1LDR3D s4T1 4 MOM3NT 4ND TH3N, $33ING THAT
MONT4G w4s sT1LL 1IN TH3 DOORWA4Y, cL4PP3D H3R H4NDS.
“L31’s T4LK POL1TlCS, TO PL34s3 Guy!”

“SOunps FIN3,” s41p MRgs. BOwL3s. “1 vOT3D 14ST
31.3cT1O0N, s4Mm3 4s 3v3rYON3, 4ND 1 141D 1T ON TH3 LIN3
FOR Pr3sID3NT NOBL3. 1 THINK H3’s ON3 OF TH3 N1c3sT-
LOOKING M3N wHO 3v3R B3c4M3 PR3S1D3NT.”

“On, BUT TH3 M4N TH3Y R4N 4G41NsT HlM!”

“H3 w4sN’t MucH, w4s 3P KIND OF sm411 4ND HOM3LY
4np B3 DIDNT sH4v3 TOO cL0s3 Or cOmB H1S H41R V3RY
w3LL.”

“Wa4t p0ss3ss3p TH3 ‘Outs’ TO0 RUN HIM? YOU JUST
DON’T GO RUNNING 4 L1TTL3 SHORT M4N L1K3 TH4T 4G4 1NST
4 141L M4AN. B3s1p3s—n3 MumBL3D. H4LF TH3 TIM3 1
cOuLDN’T H34R 4 WORD H3 s41p. 48D TH3 WORDS 1 DID
134r 1 p1DN’T UND3RSTAND!”

“F4t, 100, 48D DIDNT DR3ss TO HID3 1T. NO WOND3R
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TH3 14ANDSLID3 w4s FOrR WINSTON NOBL3. 3v3N TH31R
N4Mm3s H3LP3D. COMP4rR3 WINSTON NOBL3 TO HUB3RT
HO04:G rOr 13N $s3cONDSs 4ND YOU c4N 41.MOsT F1GUR3 TH3
R3suLTS.”

“D4mn 11!” cr13Dp MONT4G. “WH4T DO YOU KNOW 4B0UT
HO04G 4xp NOBL3?P”

“Why, TH3Y W3R3 R1GHT 1N THAT P4RLOR W4LL, NOT s1x
MONTHS 4G0. ON3 w4s 41w4ys P1ckING HIS NOs3; 1T DROV3
M3 wlLp.”

“W3LL, MRr. MO~NT4G,” s41p MRrs. Pa3rps, “p0 YOU
w4NT Us 1O vOT3 FOR 4 M4N L1k3 TH4T?”

MI1LDR3D B34M3D. “YOU jusT RUN 4w4y FROM TH3 DOOR,
Guy, 48D DON'T M4K3 US N3RrvOUS.”

Butr MONT4G w4s cON3 4ND B4ck 1IN 4 MOM3NT WlTH 4
BOOK 1IN H1S HAND.

“Guy!”

“D4mN 11 411, D4MN 1T 411, D4MN 11!

“Wndrv3d YOu cOr ti3r3; 1sNt Todr 4 BOOkP 1
THOUGHT TH4T 4LL sp3cl4l TR4INING TH3s3 D4ys w4s
DON3 BY F1Lm.” MRs. Pu3Lps BLINK3D. “YOU R34DING UP
ON F1rR3M4N TH3ORY?”

“Tu30ry, H3LL,” s41D MONT4G. “11’s PO3TRY.”

“MONT4G.” 4 WwH1SP3R.

“L34v3 M3 41.0N3!” MONT4G F3LT H1MS3LF TURNING 1IN
4 GR34T clRCLING RO4R 4ND BUZZ 4ND HUM.

“MONT4G, HOLD ON, DON'T . . .7

“DI1p YOu H34R TH3M, DID YOU H34R TH3s3 MONST3RS
T41LKING 4B0UT MONST3RS? O GOD, TH3 W4Y TH3Y J4BB3R
480uT P30PL3 4ND TH31R OWN CHILDR3N 4ND TH3MS3LV3S
4ND TH3 W4y TH3Y T41K 4B0UT TH31R HUSB4ANDS 4ND TH3
w4y TH3Y T41LK 4B0UT W4R, D4mMm1T, 1 sT4ND H3R3 4ND 1
c4N’T 83L13v3 11!~

“1 p1pN’T s4yY 4 sINGL3 WORD 4BOUT 4NY W4R, 1’LL H4V3
YOU KkNOwW,” s41D MRs. PH3LPS.

“4s FOR PO3TRY, 1 H4T3 1T,” 41D MRs. BOWL3s.

“H4v3 YOU 3v3R R34D 4NYP”

“MONT4G,” F4B3R’s v01c3 scr4r3p 4w4dy 4t ulwm.
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“YOu’LL RUIN 3v3ryrH1ING. SHUT UP, YOU FOOL!”

“4LL THR33 WOM3N W3R3 ON TH31R F33T.

“S1t DOWN!”

Tu3y s4T.

“I'm c01nG HOM3,” Qu4v3r3D MRs. BOWL3s.

“MONT4G, MONT4G, PL34s3, 1N TH3 N4M3 OF GOD, wHAT
4r3 YOU ur TO?” PL34D3D F4B3R.

“Way pON’T YOU jusT R34D Us ON3 OF THOs3 PO3MS FROM
YOUR L11TL3 BOOK,” MRS. PH3LPS NODD3D. “1 THINK TH4T D
H3 v3RY INT3R3sTING.”

“Tu41’s NOT R1GHT,” w41L3D MRS. BOWL3s. “W3 c4N’'T
p0 Ta4T!”

“W3LL, LOOK 4T MR. MONT4G, H3 w4NTS TO, 1 KNOW H3
D03s. 4nD 1F w3 L1sT3N N1c3, MR. MONT4G W1LL B3 H4PPY
4ND TH3N M4YB3 W3 c4N GO ON 4ND DO sOM3THING 3Ls3.”
SH3 cr4nc3p N3rvOusLy 41 TH3 LONG 3MPTIN3ss OF TH3
w4LLS 3NCLOSING TH3M.

“MONT4G, ¢0 THROUGH wWlTH THIS 4ND 1'LL cuT OFF,
1’LL 1.34v3.” TH3 B33TL3 j4BB3D HI1S 34R.

“Wn4t ¢00p 1s tls, wa4r’LL YOu PROV3?P”

“Sc4r3 u3LL Out OF TH3M, TH4T'S WH4T, SC4R3 TH3
L1vInG pdyrlcuts Qut!”

MI1Lpr3D LOOk3D 41 TH3 3MmPTY 41R. “NOW GUY, JUST
wi0 4r3 YOU T4LK1NG TO?”

4 s1v3Rr N33DL3 P13Rc3D H1S BR4IN. “MONT4G, L1ST3N,
OnLy ON3 w4y Out, pr4y 1T 4s 4 JOk3, cOV3R UP, PR3T3ND
YOU 4R3N’T M4D 41 4LL. TH3N—W4LK TO YOUR W4LL-1NC1-
N3Rr4TOR, 4ND THROW TH3 BOOK 1N!”

MI1LDRr3D H4D 4L.R34DY 4NT1C1P4T3D TH1S 1N 4 QU4V3RY
v01c3. “L4p13s, Onc3 4 Y34R, 3v3RrY F1IR3M4AN’S 4LLOW3D
70 BRING ON3 BOOK HOM3, FROM TH3 OLD D4ys, TO sHOW H1s
F4mlry HOw sliry 1T 4L w4s, HOw N3RvOUs TH4T SORT OF
THING c4N M4k3 YOU, HOW cr4zy. GuY’s SURPR1S3 TON1GHT
1s 10 r34D YOU ON3 s4mpL3 TO SHOW HOW M1x3D-UP THINGS
w3R3, sO NON3 Or us wlLL 3v3Rr u4v3 10 BOTH3R OUR L1T-
TL3 OLD H34DSs 4B0UT THAT JUNK 4G41N, 1SN°T TH4T R1GHT,
D4RLING?”
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H3 crusu3p TH3 BOOK 1IN H1S F1sTS. “S4y “Y3s.

H1s MOutH MOV3D L1k3 F4B3R’s:

“Y3s.”

M1Lpr3D sn4rcu3p ta3 BOOk wltH 4 r4ucH. “H3R3!
R34p THlS ON3. NO, 1 14x3 1T B4ck. H3R3’s TH4T R34L
FUNNY ON3 YOU r34D Out LOUD TOD4Y. L4D13s, YOU WON'T
UND3RSTAND 4 wORrRD. 1T G03s umprY-TUMPTY-UMP. GO
4134D, Guy, THAT P4G3, D34R.”

H3 1.00x3D 41 TH3 0P3N3D P4G3.

4 FrY STIRR3D 1T1S WINGS SOFTLY IN H1S 34R. “R34D.”

“Wu4r’s TH3 117113, D34RP”

“DOv3r B34cH.” Hls MOUTH W4S NUMB.

“NOw r34D 1IN 4 N1c3 cr1.34Rr v01c3 4xD GO sLOw.”

Tu3 rOOM w4s BL4zING HOT, H3 W4s 4LL FIR3, H3 w4s
411 cOLDN3ss; TH3Y s4T 1IN TH3 M1DDL3 OF 4N 3MPTY D3S3RT
wlTH THR33 cH41Rs 4ND HIM STANDING, sw4YING, 4ND
HlMm w4lTINGg FOR MRs. Pu3rprs 1O stOp STR41GHT3NING
H3R DR3ss H3M 4ND MRs. BOwL3s 10 T4k3 H3R FING3RS
4w4y rrROM H3R H41R. TH3N H3 B3G4N TO R34D 1N 4 LOW,
STUMBLING v01c3 TH4T GR3W FIRM3R 4s H3 PROGR3SS3D
FROM LIN3 1O LIN3, 4ND H1s vO1c3 w3NT OuT 4CRrOSs TH3
D3s3RT, INTO TH3 WHIT3N3ss, 4ND 4ROUND TH3 THR33
sItrING wOM3N TH3R3 IN TH3 GR34T HOT 3MPTIN3SS:

““Tu3 S34 Or F41tH

Wi4s One3, 100, 41 TH3 FULL, 4ND ROUND 34RTH’S SHOR3
L4y L1k3 T3 FOLDS OF 4 BR1GHT GIRDL3 FURL3D.

But NOw 1 ONLY H34R

11s M314NCcHOLY, LONG, WITHDR4WING RO4R,
R3T1R34T1ING, TO TH3 BR34TH

OF TH3 N1GHT-WIND, DOWN TH3 v4ST 3DG3s DR34R

4ND N4Kk3D sHINGL3s OF TH3 WORLD.”

Tu3 cu41rs cr34k3p UND3R TH3 THR33 WOMS3N.
MO~T4G FIN1su3p 1t OuT:

““4n, LOV3, 1L.3T US B3 TRU3
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TO ON3 4NOTH3R! FOR TH3 WORLD, wH1CH $33MS

TO 13 B3FOR3 Us L1k3 4 14ND OF DR34MS,

S0 v4r10us, sO B34uTlFuL, sO N3w,

H4tH r3411y N31TH3R JOY, NOR LOV3, NOR L1GHT,

NOr c3rrlTUun3, NOR P34C3, NOR H3LP FOR P41N;

4ND W3 4Rr3 H3R3 45 ON 4 D4RKLING P141N

Sw3pT wlTH CONFUS3D 41.4RMS OF STRUGGL3 4ND FLI-
GHT,

Wu3R3 16NOR4NT 4RM13s cr4sH BY N1GHT.””

MRs. Pa3Lrs w4s crYING.

Tu3 Ota3rs 1IN TH3 MIDDL3 OF TH3 D3S3RT W4TCH3D
H3R CRYING GROW V3RY LOUD 4s H3R F4c3 sQu33z3D 1TS3LF
Out Or su4p3. T3y s4t, NOT TOUCHING H3R, B3W1LD3R3D
BY H3R D1spr4y.

Su3 sOBB3D UNCONTROLL4BLY. MONT4G HIMS3LF w4s
STUNN3D 4ND SH4K3N.

“SH, su,” s41p MI1LDR3D. “YOU'R3 4LL rRl1cHT, CL4R4,
NOw, Cr4r4, sn4p Out Or 11! Cr4r4, widt’s wrRONGP”

“1—1,”, sOBB3D MRs. Pu3rps, “DON’T KNOw, DON’T
KNOw, 1 just DON’T KNOW, OH OH . . .”

Mgs. BOwL3s stO0D up 48D GL4R3D 41 MONT4G. “YOU
$33? 1 kN3w 11, TH4T’S wH4T 1 WANT3D TO PROV3! 1 KN3W
1t wOuLp n4rr3N! 1°v3 41w4ys s41p, PO3TRY 4ND T34RS,
PO3TRY 4ND sulclp3 4ND CRYING 4ND 4WFUL F33LINGS,
PO3TRY 4ND s1cknN3ss; 4LL tH4T MusH! NOw 1°v3 u4dp 1t
PROV3D TO M3. YOU'R3 N4sTY, MR. MONT4G, YOU'R3 N4sTY!”

F483R s41p, “NOw . . .”

MONT4G F3ur HIMS3LF TURN 4ND W4LK TO TH3 WA4LL-
sLOT 48D DROP TH3 BOOK 1N THROUGH TH3 BR4ss NOTcH TO
TH3 W41TING FL4M3S.

“Sliry wOrDs, sliry wOmDS, S1LLY 4WFUL HURTING
WwORDS,” s41p Mgs. BOwL3s. “WaHY DO P30rPL3 w4NT TO
HURT P30PL3? NOT 3NOUGH HURT 1IN TH3 WORLD, YOU'V3 GOT
10 13453 p30rL3 wlTH STUFF L1k3 TH4T!”

“Cr4r4, NOw, CL4Rr4,” B36G3D M1LDR3D, PULLING H3R
4rM. “COM3 ON, L3T’s B3 cH33RY, YOU TURN TH3 ‘F4MILY



FAHRENHEIT 451 97

ON, NOw. GO 4u34D. L31’s L4uGH 48D B3 H4prpy, NOw, stOpP
CrYING, W3'LL 114v3 4 p4rTY!”

“NO,” s41p Mrs. BOwr3s. “I'm TROTTING RIGHT
sTR41cuaT HOM3. YOU W4ANT TO v1slT MY HOUS3 4ND ‘F4Mm1-
Ly,” W3LL 48D G0Op. But 1 wONT cOM3 1N TH1S FIR3M4N’S
cr4zy HOUs3 4641N 1IN my L1F3TIM3!”

“G0 HOM3.” MONT4G F1x3D H1S 3v3s UPON H3R, QU13TLY.
“GO0 a0OM3 4ND THINK OF YOUR FIRST HUSBAND DI1VORC3D
4ND YOUR s3cOND HUSBAND K1LL3D IN 4 j3T 4ND YOUR
THIRD HUSBAND BLOWING HI1s BrR41INs Out, c0 HOM3 4ND
THINK OF TH3 D0Z3N 4BORT10NS YOU'V3 H4D, GO HOM3 4ND
THINK OF TH4T 4ND YOUR D4MN C43s4r14N s3cTl1O0Ns, TOO,
4ND YOUR cHlLDr3N wiO 1413 YOUR cuts! GO nOm3 4ND
THINK HOW 1T 4LL H4PP3N3D 4ND wH4T DID YOU 3v3R DO
10 sTOp 1T? GO HOM3, ¢0 nOM3!” 13 Y3LL3D. “B3FOR3 1
kNOck YOU DOWN 4ND k1ck YOu Out OF T3 DOOR!”

DOORrs st4mm3p 4ND TH3 HOUS3 w4s 3mpry. MONT4G
SsTOOD 4L.ON3 1IN TH3 WINT3R W34TH3R, WITH TH3 P4RLOR
w4LLs TH3 cOLOR OF DIRTY SNOw.

IN TH3 B4THROOM, W4T3R R4N. H3 H34RD MILDR3D
sH4k3 TH3 sL33PING T4BL3TS INTO H3R H4AND.

“FO0L, MO~NT4G, r00L, FOOL, O GOD YOU slrry FOOL . .

“Srrut vr!” H3 PULL3D TH3 GR33N BULL3T FROM H1s 34R
4ND j4Mm3D 1T INTO H1S POCK3T.

11 s1zz1.3Dp F41NTLY. “. .. FOOL . .. FOOL...”

H3 s34rcH3D TH3 HOUS3 4ND FOUND TH3 BOOKS WH3R3
M1LDR3D H4D sT4CcK3D TH3M B3HIND TH3 R3FR1G3R4TOR.
SOM3 w3Rr3 M1ssING 4ND H3 KN3W THAT SH3 H4D ST4RT3D
O~ 3R OwN sLOW PROC3ss OF D1sP3RsING TH3 DYN4MIT3
Inx B3R HOUS3, sTlck BY sT1ck. BuT H3 w4s NOT 4NGRY NOw,
Onry 3xa4UsT3D 4ND B3WILD3R3D wlTH HIMS3LF. H3
c4rr13D TH3 BOOKS INTO TH3 B4CKY4RD 4ND HID TH3M 1IN
TH3 BUSH3S N34R TH3 4LL3Y F3NC3. FOR TON1GHT ONLY, H3
THOUGHT, 1IN c4s3 su3 p3c1p3s 10 DO 4NY MOR3 BURNING.

H3 w3nt B4ck tHrOUGH TH3 BHOUS3. “MI1LDR3D?” H3
c41.1.3Dp 41 T3 DOOR OF TH3 D4RK3N3D B3DROOM. TH3R3
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w4s NO sOuND.

Outslp3, crOssING TH3 L4wWN, ON H1s w4y TO WORK, H3
TR13D NOT TO $33 HOW cOMPL3T3LY D4RK 4ND D3S3RT3D
CrL4r1ss3 McCL3LL4AN’s HOUS3 w4s . . .

ON TH3 W4Y DOWNTOWN H3 w4s sO cOMPL3T3LY 41.0N3
wltH Hls T3RRIBL3 3RROR TH4T H3 F3LT TH3 N3c3ss1Ty
FOR TH3 STR4ANG3 W4RMN3ss 4ND GOODN3ss THAT c4m3
FROM 4 F4MI1L14R 4ND G3NTL3 v01c3 sp34kING IN TH3
N1GHT. 4LR34DY, 1IN 4 ¥F3w sHORT HOURS, 1T s33M3D THAT
03 4D KNOWN F4B3R 4 L1r3TIM3. NOw 03 KN3W THAT
H3 w4s w0 p30prL3, TH4T H3 W4s 4B0v3 4L1. MONT4G,
wHO kN3w NOTHING, wHO DID NOT 3v3N KNOW HIMS3LF
4 r00L, BuT ONLY susp3cT3D 1T. 4ND H3 KN3W TH4T H3
w4s 41.50 TH3 OLD M4N WHO T41Lk3D TO HIM 4ND T41LK3D
1O HIM 4s TH3 TR41IN W4s suck3p FROM ON3 3ND OF TH3
NlcHT clty TO TH3 OTH3R ON ON3 LONG S1CK3NING G4sp
Or MOTI1ON. 1IN TH3 D4Ys TO FOLLOW, 4ND IN TH3 N1GHTS
WH3N TH3R3 w4s NO MOON 4ND 1IN TH3 N1GHTS WH3N TH3R3
w4s 4 v3rY BR1GHT MOON sHINING ON TH3 34RTH, TH3 QLD
M4N wOULD GO ON wlTH TH1S T4LKING 4ND TH1S T4LKING,
DROP BY DROP, sTON3 BY STON3, FL4K3 BY FL4K3. H1s MIND
wOuLD W3LL Ov3R 4T 14sT 4ND H3 wOULD NOT B3 MONT4G
4Ny MOR3, TH1Ss TH3 OLD M4N TOLD HIM, 4SSUR3D HI1M,
PROM1s3D HlMm. H3 wOuLD B3 MONT4G- PLUS-F4B3R, F1R3
PLUS WA4T3R, 4ND TH3N, ON3 D4y, 4rT3R 3Vv3RYTHING H4D
M1x3D 4ND SIMM3R3D 4ND WORK3D 4w4y 1IN s1L3Nc3,
TH3R3 WOULD B3 N31TH3R FI1R3 NOR W4T3R, BUT WIN3. OuT
OF T™W0 s3P4r4T13 4ND OPP0s1T3 THINGS, 4 THIRD. 4ND ON3
p4y a3 wOuLp LOOK B4ck uPON TH3 FOOL 4ND KNOW TH3
FOOL. 3v3N NOw H3 cOuLp F33L TH3 sT4RT OF TH3 LONG
JOURN3yY, TH3 L34v3-T4k1ING, TH3 GOING 4w4y FROM TH3
s3LF H3 H4D B33N.

It w4s c00p r1st3NING TO TH3 B33TL3 HUM, TH3
st.33py MOsQulTtO BUZZ 4ND D3L1c4T13 F1LIGR33 MUR-
MUR OF TH3 OLD M4N’s vO01c3 41 FIrST scOLDING HIM
4ND TH3N cONSOLING HlM IN TH3 1413 HOUR OF NlGHT
4s 03 3M3RG3D FROM TH3 sT34MING SuBW4Y TOW4RD TH3
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F1r3H0US3 WORLD.

“Plty, MONT4G, plTY. DON'T H4GGL3 4ND N4G TH3M;
YOU W3R3 sO R3c3NTLY ON3 OF TH3M YOURS3LF. TH3Y 4R3
SO cONFID3NT THAT TH3Y W1LL RUN ON FOR 3v3R. BUT TH3Y
wON’T RUN ON. T3y pON'T kNOW TH4AT THIS 1s 4L ON3
HUG3 B1G BL4ZzING M3T30R THAT M4K3s 4 PR3TTY FIR3 1IN
sp4c3, BuT THAT sOM3 D4y 1T'LL H4V3 TO H1T. TH3Y $33
ONLY TH3 BL4Z3, TH3 PR3TTY F1R3, 45 YOU s4w 1T.

“MONT4G, OLp M3N wHO st4y 41 HOM3, 4FR4lD,
T3NDING TH31R P34NUT-BRITTL3 BON3s, H4v3 NO rR1GHT TO
crltlclz3. Y31 YOU 4L.MOST K1LL3D THINGS 4T TH3 ST4RT.
Wdrcu 11! I'™m wlth YOU, R3M3MB3R TH4T. 1 UND3RSTAND
HOwW 1T H4PP3N3D. 1 MUST 4DM1T TH4T YOUR BLIND R4GING
Inv1GOR4T3D M3. GOD, HOW YOUNG 1 F3Lr! Bur NOW—1
wANT YOU TO ¥33L OLD, 1 wANT 4 L1T1TL3 OF MY cCOW4RD1C3
1O B3 DIsTlLL3D IN YOU TONIGHT. TH3 N3XT F3W HOURS,
wH3N YOU s33 C4pr41N B341TY, T1PT0O3 ROUND HIM, L3T
M3 H34R HIM FOR YOU, 1L3T M3 F33L TH3 sltud4TlON OUT.
Survlv4L 1s Our T1ck3T. FORG3T TH3 POOR, s1LLY WOM3N. .

“l1 M4p3 TH3M UNH4PP13R TH4N TH3Y H4V3 B33N 1IN
Y34Rrs, 1 THINK,” s41D MONT4G. “1T sHOCK3D M3 TO $s33
Mgrs. Pu3Lps cry. M4YB3 TH3Y'R3 R1GHT, M4YB3 1T’s B3sST
NOT 10 F4c3 THINGS, TO RUN, H4V3 FUN. 1 DON'T kNOW. 1
F33L culLry—"

“NO, YOu mustN’t! 1F TH3R3 W3R3 NO W4R, 1F TH3R3
w4s p34c3 1IN T3 WORLD, 1'D s4y FIN3, n4v3 run! Bur,
MONT4G, YOU MUSTN'T GO B4ck TO B3ING JusT 4 F1IR3M4N.
4rr 1sN°T w3LL wlTH TH3 WORLD.”

MONT4G P3RSPIR3D.

“MONT4G, YOU L1ST3NING?”

“My r33T,” s41p MONT4G. “1 c4x’T MOV3 TH3M. 1 F33L
s0 p4MN slrry. My r331 wONT MOV3!”

“L1st3N. 34sy NOw,” s41p T3 OLD M4N G3NTLY. “1
kNOw, 1 kNOw. YOU’R3 4rr41p Or M4KING MI1sT4K3s.
DON’T B3. M1sT14Kk3s c4N B3 PROF1T3D BY. M4N, WH3N 1
w4s YOUNG 1 sHOv3D My 1GNOr4Nc3 1IN pP30pL3’s F4c3s.
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Tn3y B34T M3 wlTtH stlcks. By TH3 TIM3 1 w4s FORTY MY
BLUNT INSTRUM3NT H4D B33N HON3D TO 4 FIN3 cuTTlNG
POINT FOR M3. 1F YOU H1D3 YOUR 16NOR4NC3, NO ON3 WILL
H1T YOU 4ND YOU'LL N3V3R L34RN. NOw, P1ck uP YOUR F33T,
INnTO TH3 F1R3HOUS3 wlTH YOU! W3’R3 TWINS, W3'R3 NOT
41.0N3 4Ny MOR3, W3'R3 NOT $3P4R4T3D OUT 1IN DIFF3R3NT
P4RLORs, wlTH NO cONT4cT B3TW33N. 1F YOU N33D H3LP
wH3N B341TY PR13s 4T YOU, 1'LL B3 slTTING R1GHT H3R3
1IN YOUR 34rDRUM M4KING NOT3s!”

MONT4G ¥3rT HIS RlcuT F00T, TH3N H1S L3FT FOOT,
MOV3.

“OLD M4N,” H3 s41D, “st4dy wlTH M3.”

Tu3 M3cudnlc4r HOunDp w4s GON3. 1T1s K3NN3L w4s
3mpTy 4ND TH3 FIR3HOUS3 sTOOD 4LL 4B0UT 1IN PL4ST3R
s1L3Nc3 4ND TH3 OR4NG3 S414MAND3R sL3pT wltH 1TS
k3R0s3N3 1IN 17s B3LLY 4ND TH3 F1R3-THROW3RS CROSS3D
vPON 11s FLANKS 4ND MONT4G c4Mm3 1IN THROUGH TH3
s1r.3ne3 4ND TOucH3D TH3 BR4ss POL3 4ND sLlD ur IN
TH3 D4RK 41R, LOOKING B4cK 4T TH3 D3S3RT3D K3NN3L,
H1s H34RT B34TING, P4USING, B34TING. F4B3R W4s 4 GR3Y
MOTH 4s1.33p 1IN H1S 34R, FOR TH3 MOM3NT.

B341TY sTOOD N34R TH3 DROP-HOL3 W41TING, BUT WlTH
H1s B4cK TURN3D 4s 1F H3 W3R3 NOT w41TING.

“W3LL,” H3 s41p 10 TH3 M3N PLAYING C4RDS, “H3R3
cOm3s 4 v3ry sTR4NG3 B34sT wHlcH 1IN 4LL TONGU3s 1s
c411.3p 4 FOOL.”

H3 put nls u4np 10 ON3 s1p3, r4Lm up, FOR 4 GlFT.
MONT4G puT TH3 BOOK 1IN 1T. WlTHOUT 3Vv3N GLANCING
4t ta3 T1TL3, B34TTY TOsS3D TH3 BOOK INTO TH3 TR4SH-
B4Sk3T 4ND L1T 4 clc4r31T3. ““WHO 4R3 4 1L1TTL3 W13,
TH3 B3sT FOOLS B3.” W3LcOM3 B4ck, MONT4G. 1 uHOP3
YOU'LL B3 sT4YING, wlTH US, NOW TH4T YOUR F3v3R 1s DON3
4ND YOUR s1ckn3ss Ov3r. S1t 1IN FOR 4 n4np Or POK3RP”

Tu3y s4t 4Np TH3 c4rDS W3R3 D34rr. IN B34TTY’S
sleur, MONT4G F3LT TH3 culrt OF H1s H4NDS. H1s FIN-
G3RrS W3R3 LIk3 F3RR3TS TH4T H4D DON3 sOm3 3v1L 4ND
NOW N3v3R R3sT3D, 41w4YSs STIRR3D 4ND P1ck3D 4ND HID
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1IN POck3Ts, MOVING FROM UND3R B34T1TY’s 4L.cOHOL-FL4M3
sT4r3. 1F B34T1TY SO MUCH 4s BR34TH3D ON TH3M, MONT4G
F3LT TH4T H1S H4NDS M1GHT WITH3R, TURN OV3R ON TH31R
s1p3s, 48D N3v3R B3 sHOCK3D TO L1F3 4G41N; TH3Y WOULD
B3 BURI3D TH3 R3sT OF HIS L1F3 IN HIS c04T1-SL.33V3s,
FORGOTT3N. FOR TH3s3 W3R3 TH3 HANDS THAT H4D 4CT3D
O~ TH31R OWN, NO P4RT OF H1M, H3R3 W4s WH3R3 TH3 CON-
sc13nc3 FIRST MAN1F3sT3D 1TS3LF TO sn4TcH BOOKS, D4RT
Orr wlTH JOB 48D RuTH 48D WI1LL13 Su4k3sr34Rr3, 4ND
NOw, IN TH3 FIR3HOUS3, TH3s3 HANDS $33M3D GLOV3D
wltH BLOOD.

Twlc3 1IN v4rr 4N HOUR, MONT4G H4D TO R1s3 FROM
TH3 G4M3 4ND GO TO TH3 1L4TRIN3 TO wW4sH HISs H4NDS.
WHa3N H3 c4M3 B4cK H3 HID H1s H4NDS UND3R TH3 T4BL3.

B34ttYy 14ucn3p. “L31’s H4v3 YOUR H4NDS 1IN s1GHT,
MONT4G. NOT TH4T W3 DON’T TRUST YOU, UND3RST4ND,
BUT—"

Tu3y 4LL L4UGH3D.

“W3LL,” s41p B34TTY, “TH3 CR1sls 1s p4sT 4ND 4LL 1s
w3LL, TH3 sH33P R3TURNS TO TH3 FOLD. W3’R3 4LL sSH33p
wHO H4v3 sTR4Y3D 41 T1M3s. TRUTH 1S TRUTH, TO TH3 3ND
Or R3CcKONING, W3'v3 cr13D. TH3Y 4R3 N3V3R 4L.ON3 TH4T
4Rr3 4ccOmP4N13Dp wlTH NOBL3 THOUGHTS, W3’v3 sHOUT3D
TO OUurs3Lv3s. ‘Sw33T FOOD OF sw33TLY UTT3R3D KNOWL3-
DG3,” S1rR Pulrlr S1pN3yY s41p. But ON TH3 OTH3R H4AND:
‘WORDS 4r3 L1k3 L.34v3s 4ND WH3R3 TH3Y MOsT 4B0OUND,
MucH FRUIT OF s3Ns3 B3N34TH 1s R4R3LY FOUND.” 41.3x4-
ND3R POr3. Wu4t D0 YOU THINK OF TH4T?”

“1 pON’T KNOW.”

“C4r3ruL,” wHIsP3R3D F4B3R, L1VING 1IN 4NOTH3R
WORLD, F4R 4w4y.

“Or TH1s? ‘4 L1TTL3 L34RNING 18 4 D4NG3ROUS THING.
DrINk D33P, OrR T45T3 NOT TH3 P13R14N SsPRING; TH3R3
sH4L.LOW DR4UGHTS INTOXx1c4T13 TH3 BR41N, 4ND DRINKING
L4RG3LY SOB3Rs US 4G41N.” POr3. S4Mm3 3ssdy. WH3R3 D03s
4T PUT YOUP”

MONT4G B1T HIS L1P.
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“I’LL T3LL YOU,” s41Dp B34TTY, SMILING 4T H1S C4RDS.
“Tu4r M4D3 YOU FOR 4 L1TTL3 WH1L3 4 DRUNK4RD. R34D 4
F3w LIN3s 4ND OrF YOU GO Ov3Rr TH3 cL1FF. B4ANG, YOU'R3
rR34DY TO BLOW UP TH3 WORLD, cHOP OFF H34DS, KNOCK
DOWN WwOM3N 4ND cH1LDR3N, D3STROY 4UTHORITY. 1 KNOW,
1’v3 B33~ THROUGH 1T 41L.”

“1I’M 411 R1GHT,” s41D MONT4G, N3RVOUSLY.

“STOP BLUSHING. 1’M NOT N33DLING, R34LLY 1'M NOT. DO
YOU kNOw, 1 H4D 4 DR34M 4N HOUR 4G0. 1 L4y DOWN FOR 4
c41-N4p 4ND 1IN TH1S DR34M YOU 4nD 1, MONT4G, GOT INTO
4 rurlOus p3B4T13 ON BOOKS. YOU TOW3R3D WITH R4G3,
Y3LL3D QUOT3s 41 M3. 1 c4LMLy P4RR1I3D 3V3RY THRUST.
POw3g, 1 s41p, 4Np YOu, QuOTING DR. JOHNSON, s41D
‘KNOWL3DG3 1s MOR3 THAN 3QUlv4L3NT TO FORC3!” 4ND
1 s41p, ‘W3LL, Dr. JOunsON 4Ls0 s41p, p34r BOY, TH4T
“H3 1s NO wls3 M4N TH4T W1LL QUlT 4 c3RT41INTY FOR 4N
UNC3RT41INTY.”” STlCcK WlTH TH3 FIR3M4N, MONT4G. 4LL
3183 1s DrR34RY c40s!”

“DON’T L1sT3N,” wH1sP3R3D F4B3R. “H3’s TRYING TO
cONrFus3. H3’s sL1pp3ry. W4TcH Out!”

B34T1TYy cHuckL3p. “4ND YOU s41p, QuOTrlng, “TRuUTH
wlin cOm3 10 LleaT, MURD3R wlLL NOT B3 HID LONG!
4ND 1 cr13p IN c00D HUMOUR, ‘OH GOD, H3 sp34ks ONLY
Or nls nOrs3!” 4np “Tu3 D3vIL c4n clt3 ScrlpTur3 FOR
H1s purRP0s3.” 4xD YOU Y3LL3D, “THls 4G3 THINKS B3TT3R
OF 4 c1Lp3D FOOL, TH4AN OF 4 THR34DB4R3 s41INT 1IN Wls-
pOM’s sca00L!” 4xD 1 wi1spP3R3D ¢3NTLY, “TH3 DloN1TY OF
TRUTH 18 LOST wlTH MUcH PROT3STING.” 4ND YOU SCR34M3D,
‘C4rc4ss3s BL33D 41 T3 sleut OF TH3 MURD3R3R!” 4ND 1
s41p, p4TTING YOUR HAND, “WH4T, DO 1 ¢1v3 YOU TR3NCH
MOUTH?” 4ND YOU sHR13k3D, ‘KNOWL3DG3 1s POW3R!” 4ND
‘4 pw4rrF ON 4 Gl4nT’s sHOULD3RS OF TH3 FURTH3ST OF
T3 TWO!” 4ND 1 sumM3D MY s1D3 uP wlTH R4R3 s3R3NITY
IN, ‘T3 FOLLY OF M1sT4KING 4 M314PHOR FOR 4 PROOF, 4
TORR3NT OF v3rB14G3 FOR 4 sPRING OF c4rlT4L TRUTHS,
4ND ON3s3LF 45 4N Or4cL3, 1s INBORN 1IN Us, MR. V4L3RY
ONc3 s41p.””
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MONT4G’s 134D WHIRL3D s1ck3N1INGLY. H3 F3LT B34T3N
UNM3RclrFuLLy ON BROW, 3v3s, NOs3, L1ps, cHIN, ON SHOUL-
D3RS, ON uPFL41L1ING 4RMS. H3 w4ANT3D TO Y3LL, “NO! sauT
vp, YOU'R3 cONFUsING THINGS, sTOP 1T!” B34TTY’S GR4C3-
FUL FING3RS THRUST OuT TO $31z3 H1s WRI1ST.

“GOp, wrdr 4 rurs3! 1'v3 cOt YOU cOING, H4v3 1,
MO~T4G. J3sus GOp, YOUR puLs3 sOUNDS L1k3 TH3 D4y
4r13R TH3 W4R. 3V3RYTHING BUT SIR3NS 4ND B3LLS! SH4LL
1 141k sOM3 MOR3? 1 L.1k3 YOUR LOOK OF p4nlc. Sw4nlLl,
INp14N, 3nxcrlsa LIT., 1 sp34x tH3Mm 41L. 4 xInDp OF
3xc3LL3NT DUMB D1scOurs3, W1rLL13!”

“MONT4G, nOLD ON!” Tu3 MOTH BRUSH3D MONT4G’S 34R.
“H3’s MUDDYING TH3 W4T3Rs!”

“0OH, YOU W3R3 sc4Rr3D sliLy,” s41p B34TTtYy, “FOR 1 wW4s
DOING 4 T3RRIBL3 THING 1IN UsING TH3 v3Ry BOOKS YOU
cLunG 10, TO R3BUT YOU ON 3v3RY H4ND, ON 3v3RY POINT!
Whu4t tR41T0RS BOOKS c4N B3! YOU THINK TH3Y'R3 B4CKING
YOU up, 4ND TH3Y TURN ON YOU. OTH3RS c4N Us3 TH3M, TOO,
4np TH3R3 YOU 4R3, LOsT IN TH3 MIDDL3 OF TH3 MOOR,
IN 4 Gr34T W3LT3R OF NOUNS 4ND V3RBS 4ND 4Dj3CTlV3s.
4ND 41 TH3 V3RY 3ND OF MY DR34M, 4L.0NG 1 c4M3 wlTH
TH3 S41.4MAND3R 4ND s41D, GOING MY W4YP 4ND YOU GOT
IN 4ND W3 DROV3 B4ck TO TH3 F1R3HOUS3 1IN B34TlFlC
sli3nc3, 4LL -pDWINDL3D 4w4y 1O p34c3.” B341TY 13T
MONT4G’s WrlsT GO, L3T TH3 H4AND SLUuMP LImpPLY ON TH3
T4BL3. “4LL’s W3LL TH4T 1s w3LL 1IN TH3 3ND.”

S13Nc3. MONT4G s41 L1k3 4 c4rv3D wHIT3 sTONS.
Tu3 3cu0 OF TH3 FIN4L H4MM3R ON H1S SKULL D13D sLOW-
LY 4w4y INTO TH3 BL4CcK Cc4Vv3RN WH3R3 F4B3R w41T3D
FOR TH3 3cHO03s TO suBs1D3. 4ND TH3N WH3N TH3 ST4RTL3D
pUST H4D s3TTL3D DOWN 4B0UuT MONT4G’s MIND, F4B3R
B3G4N, sOFTLY, “4LL R1GHT, H3’S H4D HI1s s4y. YOU MUST
T4k3 1T IN. I’LL s4y my s4y, T00, 1IN TH3 N3XT F3w HOURS.
4np YOU'LL T4k3 11 IN. 4ND YOU'LL TRY TO jUDG3 TH3M
4ND M4k3 YOUR D3cls1ON 4s O waHlcH w4y TO jump, OrR
F4LL. BuT 1 w4NT 1T TO B3 YOUR D3C1s10N, NOT MIN3, 4ND
NOT TH3 C4pT41N’s. Bur R3M3MB3R TH4T TH3 C4pT41N
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B3LONGS TO TH3 MOST D4ANG3ROUS 3N3MY OF TRUTH 4ND
FR33D0M, TH3 sOL1D unMOVING c4T1TL3 OF TH3 M4j0R1TY.
On, GOD, TH3 T3RR1BL3 TYRANNY OF TH3 M4jOR1TY. W3 4LL
a4v3 OUur a4RPS TO PL4Y. 4ND 1T’s UP TO YOU NOW TO XxNOW
wlTH wH1CH 34R YOU'LL L1ST3N.”

MONT4G 0r3N3D H1S MOUTH TO 4NSW3R F4B3R 4ND W4s
s4v3p TH1S 3RROR 1IN TH3 PR3s3Nc3 OF OTH3RS WH3N TH3
sT4T10ON B3LL RANG. TH3 414rM-v01c3 1IN TH3 c31LING
cHANT3D. TH3Rr3 w4s 4 T4cKING-T4CcKING SOUND 4s TH3
414rRM-R3PORT T3L3PHON3 TYP3D OUT TH3 4DDR3ss 4CROSS
TH3 ROOM. C4prT41N B34T1TY, H1S POK3R C4RDS 1N ON3 PINK
HAND, W4LK3D W1TH 3x4GG3R4T3D SLOWN3ss TO TH3 PHON3
4ND R1PP3D OuT TH3 4DDR3SsS WH3N TH3 R3PORT w4s FINI-
su3p. H3 cr4nc3p P3RFUNCTORILY 41 1T, 4ND sHOV3D 1T
1IN Hls POck3T1. H3 c4Mm3 B4cK 4ND s41 DOWN. Tu3 OTH3RS
LOOK3D 41 HlM.

“It c4N w4lT 3x4ctry FORTY s3cONDSs wHIL3 1 T4k3 4LL
TH3 MON3Y 4w4y FROM YOU,” s41D B341TY, H4PP1LY.

MONT4G pUT H1S c4RDS DOWN.

“T1r3D, MONT4G? GOING OUT OF TH1S G4M3?”

“Y3s.”

“HOLD ON. W3LL, cOM3 TO THINK OF 1T, W3 C4N FIN1SH
THLS H4ND L4T3R. JusT L34v3 YOUR C4RDS F4C3 DOWN 4ND
HUSTL3 TH3 3QUlpPM3NT. ON TH3 DOUBL3 NOW.” 4ND B34TTY
ROs3 UP 4G41IN. “MONT4G, YOU DON’T LOOK W3LL? 1’D 1413
TO THINK YOU W3R3 cOMING DOWN wlTH 4NOTH3R F3V3R . .

“1’LL B3 4LL R1GHT.”

“YOu'LL B3 FIN3. Tu1s 1s 4 sp3cl41r c4s3. COm3 ON,
jump FOR 11!

Tu3y 1.34r3D INTO TH3 41R 4ND CLUTCH3D TH3 BR4SS
POL3 4s 1F 1T W3R3 TH3 1.4ST vANT4G3 POINT 4B0V3 4 T1D4L
w4v3 p4ssING B3LOW, 4ND TH3N TH3 BR4ss POL3, TO TH31R
plsm4y sL1b TH3M DOWN INTO D4RKN3ss, INTO TH3 BLAST
4ND cOucH 4ND sucTlON OF TH3 G4s30Us DR4GON RO4RING
10 L1r3!

“H3y!”
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Tu3y ROUND3D 4 cORN3R 1IN THUND3R 4ND S1R3N, wlTH
cONcuss1ON OF TIRrR3s, wltH scr34m OF RUBB3R, WlTH 4
SH1FT OF K3R0s3N3 BULK IN TH3 GLITT3RY BR4SS T4NK, L1K3
TH3 FOOD 1IN TH3 sTOM4cH OF 4 cl4nt; wlTH MONT4G’S
FING3Rs JOLTING OFF TH3 sliv3r r411, swiNGInG INTO
cOLD sp4c3, wlth TH3 WIND T34RING H1S H41R B4CK FROM
H1s #34D, wlTH TH3 WIND WHISTLING 1IN H1S T33TH, 4ND
HlMm 4LL TH3 WHIL3 THINKING OF TH3 WOM3N, TH3 CH4FF
wOM3N 1IN H1s PARLOR TON1GHT, wlTH TH3 K3RN3LS BLOWN
Out FROM UND3R TH3M BY 4 N30N WIND, 4ND HIS s1LLY
D4MN3D R34DING OF 4 BOOK TO TH3M. HOW L1k3 TRYING
10 puT OuTr FIR3s wltH WAT3R-P1sTOLS, HOW S3NS3L3ss
4AND INs4N3. ON3 R4G3 TURN3D IN FOR 4NOTH3R. ON3
4NG3R D1spL4cING 4NOTH3R. WH3N wOULD H3 sTOP B3ING
3NTIR3LY M4D 4ND B3 Qul3T, B3 v3RY QU13T IND33D?

“H3Rr3 w3 c0!”

MONT4G LOOk3D UP. B34TTY N3V3R DROV3, BUT H3 wW4s
DRIVING TON1GHT, SLAMMING TH3 S41.4M4ND3R 4ROUND
CORN3RS, L34NING FORW4ARD H1GH ON TH3 DRI1V3R’S THRON3,
H1s M4ss1v3 Br4ck sL1ck3R FL4PPING OuT B3HIND sO TH4T
H3 s33M3D 4 GR34T BL4CK B4T FLYING 4B0vV3 TH3 3NGIN3,
Ov3R TH3 BR4sS NUMB3RS, T4KING TH3 FULL WIND.

“H3Rr3 w3 ¢0 10 k33p TH3 WORLD H4PPY, MONT4G!”

B341T1Y’s PINK, PHOSPHOR3SC3NT cH33KS GLIMM3R3D 1IN
TH3 H1GH D4RKN3sS, 4ND H3 w4s sMILING FUR1OUSLY.

“H3r3 w3 4r3!”

Tu3 S414M4ND3R BOOM3D TO 4 H4LT, THROWING M3N
OrF 1IN sL1ps 4ND cLuMsY HOPS. MONT4G sTOOD FIXING HIS
R4w 3Y3s 10 TH3 cOLD BRIGHT R41L UND3R HI1S CL3NCH3D
FING3RS.

1 c4nx’1 DO 11, 83 THOUGHT. HOW 4N 1 GO 41 TH1S N3W
4ss1GNM3NT, HOW c4N 1 GO ON BURNING THINGS? 1 c4N'T
G0 1IN THIS PL4C3.

B34T1TY, sM3LLING OF TH3 wIND THROUGH WH1CH H3 H4D
RUSH3D, w4s 4T MONT4G’s 3LBOW. “4LL RlcuT, MONT4GP”

Tu3 M3N R4N L1k3 crlprrL3s IN TH31R cLumsy BOOTS, 45
QU13TLY 45 sP1D3RS.
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41 14sT MONT4G R4153D H1S 3Y3s 4ND TURN3D.

B34T1TY Ww4s waATcHING H1S F4cC3.

“SOm3THING TH3 M4TT3R, MONT4GP”

“WHhy,” s41D MONT4G sLOWLY, “W3’v3 sTOPP3D 1N FRONT
Or My HOUS3.”
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P4rt Thr33:
BURNING BRIGHT

LlcaTs FL1ck3D ON 48D HOUS3-DOORS OP3N3D 4LL DOWN
TH3 STR33T, TO W4TCH TH3 C4RN1V4L 3T UP. MONT4G 4ND
B34ty sT4r3D, ON3 WlTH DRY s4T1sr4cTlON, TH3 OTH3R
wltH D1sB3L13F, 41 TH3 HOUS3 B3FOR3 TH3M, TH1S M41N
RING IN wHIcH TORCH3s WOULD B3 JUGGL3D 4ND FIR3
34T13N.

“W3LL,” s41p B34T1TYy, “NOW YOU DID 1T. OLD MONT4G
wANT3D TO FLY N34R TH3 SUN 4ND NOW TH4T H3’S BURNT H1S
D4AMN WINGs, H3 WOND3Rs wHY. DIDN'T 1 HINT 3NOUGH
wi3N 1 s3nT T3 HOUND 4ROUND YOUR P14C3P”

MONT4G’s F4c3 w4s 3NTIR3LY NUMB 4ND F34TUR3L3SS;
H3 F3LT H1S H34D TURN L1K3 4 sTON3 c4RVING TO TH3 D4RK
pPL4C3 N3XT DOOR, s3T IN 1Ts BR1GHT BORD3RS OF FLOW3RS.

B34try SNORT3D. “O1, NO! YOU w3R3N’T FOOL3D BY TH4T
r1tTL3 1p107’s ROUTIN3, NOW, w3Rr3 YOU? FLOW3RS, BUT-
T3RFL13s, L.34v3s, suns3Ts, O, u3LL! 1T°s 4LL 1IN u3R F1L3.
1I’LL 83 p4MN3D. 1'v3 H1T TH3 BULLS3Y3. LOOK 4T TH3 s1ck
LOOK ON YOUR F4c3. 4 F3w GR45S-BL4D3s 4ND TH3 QU4RT3RS
Or a3 MOON. WH4T TR4sH. WH4AT c00D D1D su3 3v3R DO
wlTH 411 TH4T?”

MONT4G s4T1 ON TH3 cOLD F3ND3R OF TH3 Dr4GON,
MOVING H1s H34D H4LF 4N IncH TO TH3 L3FT, H4LF 4N
IncHu 10 TH3 R1GHT, L3FT, R1GHT, L3FT R1GHT, L3FT. . .

“Su3 s4w 3v3ryrHING. SH3 DIDN'T DO 4NYTHING TO
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4NYON3. SH3 jusT 13T TH3M 4L.0N3.”

“41,0n3, H3LL! Su3 cu3w3p 4rOUND YOU, DIDN'T su3?
ON3 OfF THOs3 D4MN DO-GOOD3RS wlTH TH31R SHOCK3D,
HOL13R-THAN-THOU s1L3Nc3s, TH31R ON3 T4L3NT M4KING
0ta3Rrs F33L culrry. GOp Dp4MmN, TH3Y R1s3 L1k3 TH3
M1pNlcaT suN TO sw34T YOU 1IN YOUR B3D!”

Tu3 rFrRONT DOOR OP3N3D; M1LDR3D c4M3 DOWN TH3
st3ps, RUNNING, ON3 sulTc4s3 H3LD W1TH 4 DR34M-L1k3
cL3NcHING Rlclplty IN H3R Flst, 4s 4 B33TL3-T4X1
H1ss3D TO TH3 CURB.

“MI1LDR3D!”

SH3 rR4N p4sT wlTH H3R BODY STI1FF, H3R F4C3 FLOUR3D
wltH POWD3R, H3R MOUTH GON3, wlTHOUT L1pPSTICK.

“M1LDR3D, YOU D1DN’T PUT 1IN TH3 4L.4RM!”

Su3 suOv3p TH3 v4r1s3 1IN TH3 wW4lTING B33TL3,
cLIMB3D 1IN, 4ND s4T MUMBLING, “POOR r4mlry, pOOR
F4mIry, On 3v3ryTHING GON3, 3v3RYTHING, 3V3RYTHING
GON3 NOW. . .7

B341TY GR4BB3D MONT4G’S SHOULD3R 4s TH3 B33TL3
BL4ST3D 4w4y 4ND H1T s3v3NTY M1L3s 4N HOUR, F4R DOWN
TH3 STR33T, GON3.

Tu3r3 w4s 4 cr4sH L1k3 TH3 F4LLING P4RTS OF 4 DR34M
F4sH10N3D Out OF W4RrRP3D GL4SsS, MIRRORS, 4ND CRYST4L
prRlsms. MONT4G DRIFT3D 4BOUT 4s 1F sTlLL 4NOTH3R
INcOMPR3H3NSIBL3 sSTORM H4D TURN3D HIM, TO $33 ST0-
N3M4N 4ND Br4ck wl3LpING 4x3s, SHATT3RING WINDOW-
P4N3s TO PROVID3 crOsS-v3NT1LATION.

Tu3 BrusH OF 4 D34TH’s-H34D MOTH 4G41NsT 4 cOLD
BL4cK SCR33N. “MONT4G, TH1S 1s F4B3r. DO YOU H34R
M3? Wa4t’s n4rp3NINGP”

“Tuls 1s a4pp3NING TO M3,” s41D MONT4G.

“WHa4T 4 DR34DFUL SURPRIS3,” s41p B34rrty. “FOR
3v3RYON3 NOw4D4ys KNOws, 4BSOLUT3LY 1s c3rT41N, THAT
NOTHING WI1LL 3v3R H4PP3N TO M3. OTH3RS D13, 1 GO ON.
Tu3R3 4r3 NO cONs3Qu3Nc3s 4ND NO rR3sPONSIBILIT13S.
3xc3pt TH4T TH3R3 4R3. BUT L371’s NOT T41L.K 4B0UT TH3M,
3u? By T3 11M3 T3 cONs3Qu3Nc3s c4rcn vp wlth YOU,
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11’s T00 1413, 1sN’T 1T, MONT4GP”

“MONT4G, c4N YOU G3T 4w4y, RUNP” 4sk3D F4B3R.

MO~NT4G w41L.x3D BUT D1D NOT F33L H1S F33T TOUCH TH3
c3M3NT 4ND TH3N TH3 N1GHT GR4ss3s. B34T1Ty FL1CK3D
als 16N1T3R N34RBY 4ND TH3 SMALL OR4ANG3 FLAM3 DR3W
H1s F4sc1N4T3D c4z3.

“Wudrt 1s ta3r3 4B0ut rlr3 THATS SO LOV3LY? NO
M4TT3R WHAT 463 W3 48R3, wa4T DR4WS Us TO 1TP” B34TTY
BL3W OUT TH3 FL4M3 4ND L1T 1T 4G41N. “1T°s P3RP3TU4L
MOT10N; TH3 THING M4N WANT3D TO INV3NT BUT N3V3R D1D.
Or 4.MOsT P3RP3TU4L MOTION. 1F YOU L3T 1T GO ON, 1T'D
BURN OUR L1F3T1M3s Out. Wn4r 1s F1R3? 1T°s 4 MYST3RY.
Sc13ntlsts c1v3 us cOBBL3D3GO0K 4B0UT FR1CTION 4ND
MOL3cuL3s. But TH3Y DON’T R34LLY KNOW. 1TS R34L B34UTY
1s 4T 1T D3STROYS R3sPONSIBILITY 4ND cONS3QU3NC3S.
4 prOBL3M G¢3T1s TOO BURD3NSOM3, TH3N INTO TH3 FURN4C3
wltH 1T. NOW, MONT4G, YOU'R3 4 BURD3N. 4ND F1R3 WI1LL
L1FT YOU OFF MY SHOULD3RS, CL34N, Qulck, sur3; NOTHING
TO ROT 1413R. 4NT1B10T1C, 43sTH3T1C, PR4CTIC4L.”

MONT4G sTOOD LOOKING IN NOW 4T TH1S QU33R HOUS3,
M4D3 STR4NG3 BY TH3 HOUR OF TH3 N1GHT, BY MURMURING
N31GHBOR v01c3s, BY LITT3R3D G14ss, 4ND TH3R3 ON TH3
FLOOR, TH31R cOv3rs TORN OrF 4ND splrLL3D Our L1k3
sw4AN-F34TH3RS, TH3 INCR3D1BL3 BOOKS TH4T LOOK3D SO
slrry 4ND R34LLY NOT WORTH BOTH3RING WITH, FOR TH3S3
w3R3 NOTHING BUT BL4CK TYP3 4ND Y3LLOW3D pP4P3R, 4ND
R4v3LL3D BINDING.

MI1Lpr3D, OF cOurs3. SH3 MuUST H4v3 WATCH3D HIM
H1p3 TH3 BOOKS 1N TH3 G4RD3N 4ND BROUGHT TH3M B4CK
IN. M1LDR3D. M1LDR3D.

“1 w4nt YOU T0 DO THLS JOB 4LL BY YOUR LON3sOM3,
MONT4Gc. NOT wltH K3R0s3N3 4ND 4 M4TCH, BUT
P13c3wORK, wlTH 4 FLAM3THROW3R. YOUR HOUS3, YOUR
cL34N-up.”

“MONT4G, c4N’T YOU RUN, G3T 4w4y!”

“NO!” crl3p MONT4c n3rrr3ssty. “Tu3 HOunp!
B3c4us3 Or T3 HOunp!”
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F483Rr n34rD, 48D B34T1TY, THINKING 1T W4Ss M34NT
FOR Hlm, H34RD. “Y3s, TH3 HOuUND’s sOM3wH3R3 4BOUT
T3 N31cuBOURHOOD, sO DON’T TRY 4NyTHING. R34DYP”

“R34py.” MONT4G sN4PP3D TH3 s4F3Ty-c4TcH ON TH3
FLAM3THROW3R.

“F1r3!”

4 cr34T1 NuzzLING cOuT OF Fr4m3 1.34pT Out TO 1.4P 4T
TH3 BOOKS 4ND KNOCK TH3M 4G41NsT TH3 w4LL. H3 sT3p-
p3D INTO TH3 B3DROOM 4ND FIR3D TWlC3 4ND TH3 TWIN
B3DS W3NT UP IN 4 GRr34T sIMM3RrRING wHIsP3R, WITH
MOR3 H34T 4ND P4ss10N 4ND L1GHT THAN H3 WOULD H4V3
surP0s3D TH3M TO cONT41N. H3 BURNT TH3 B3DROOM W4LLS
4ND TH3 c0sm3T1lcs cu3st B3c4us3 H3 wANT3D TO cHANG3
3v3RYTHING, TH3 cH41Rs, TH3 T4BL3Ss, 4ND 1IN TH3 DINING-
ROOM TH3 s1iv3Rw4R3 4ND pr4stlc Dlsa3s, 3v3RYTHING
TH4T SHOW3D TH4T H3 H4D L1v3D H3R3 IN THIS 3MPTY
HOUs3 wlTH 4 sTR4NG3 wOM4AN wHO WOULD FORG3T HIM
TOMORROW, WHO H4D GON3 4ND QUIT3 FORGOTT3N HIM
41.R34DY, L1ST3NING TO H3R S34su3LL R4D10 POUR 1IN ON
H3R 4ND 1IN ON H3R 45 sH3 ROD3 4crOss TOWN, 4L.ON3. 4ND
4s B3rOR3, 1T w4s c00p 1O BURN, H3 F3LT HIMS3LF GUSH
Out 1IN TH3 F1R3, sN4TCH, R3ND, R1P 1IN H4LF W1TH FL4AMS,
4ND pUT 4w4y TH3 s3Ns3L3ss PROBL3M. 1F TH3R3 w4s NO
sOLUTION, w3LL TH3N NOW TH3R3 w4s NO PROBL3M, 31TH3R.
F1r3 w4s B3sT FOR 3v3RrYTHING!

“Tu3 B0Oks, MONT4G!”

Tu3 BOOks L34pT 4ND D4NC3D LIKk3 RO4sT3D BIRDS,
TH31R WINGS 481473 w1lTH R3D 4ND Y3LLOW F34TH3RS.

4ND TH3N H3 c4M3 TO TH3 P4RLOR WH3R3 TH3 GR34T
I1p10T MONST3RS 1.4Y 451.33P wlTH TH31R WwiH1T3 THOUGHTS
4ND TH31R SNOWY DR34Mms. 4ND H3 sHOT 4 BOLT 4T 34CcH OF
TH3 THR33 BLANK W4LLS 4ND TH3 v4cuuMm HI1ss3D OQut 41
HlMm. T3 3MPTIN3ss M4D3 4N 3v3N 3mpTl3R wH1STL3, 4
s3Ns313ss scrR34Mm. H3 TR13D TO THINK 4BOUT TH3 v4CUUM
vPON wHlcH TH3 NOTHINGN3SS H4D P3RFORM3D, BUT H3
cOurLp NOT. H3 H3LD H1s BrR34TH SO TH3 v4cuumM cOULD
NOT G3T INTO H1S LuNGs. H3 cut OFF 1Ts T3RRIBL3 3mpT1-
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N3ss, DR3W B4cK, 4ND G4v3 TH3 3NTIR3 ROOM 4 clFT OF
ON3 HUG3 BRIGHT Y3LLOW FLOW3R OF BURNING. TH3 F1R3-
PROOF pL4sTlc su34TH ON 3v3RYTHING W4s cuT wlb3 4ND
T3 HOUS3 B3G4N TO SHUDD3R W1TH FL4M3.

“Wn3N YOU'R3 QulT3 FIN1sH3D,” s41p B341TY B3HIND
alM. “YOU'R3 UND3R 4RR3ST.”

Tu3 a0us3 F3LL 1IN R3D c041Ls 4ND BL4cK 4sH. 1T B3D-
D3D 11s3LF DOWN 1IN sL33pry PINK-GR3Y CIND3RS 4ND 4
sMOk3 pLUM3 BL3w Ov3R 1T, RISING 4ND W4VING SLOWLY
B4cK 4ND FORTH IN TH3 sKY. 1T w4s THR33-THIRTY IN TH3
MORNING. T3 crROWD DR3w B4ck INTO TH3 HOUS3S; TH3
GR34T T3NTS OF TH3 clrcUs H4D SLUMP3D INTO cn4rc04L
4ND RUBBL3 4ND TH3 sHOW w4s w3LL Ov3R.

MONT4G sTO0OD wlTH TH3 FL4M3-THROW3R 1IN H1S L1mP
H4ANDS, GR34T 1st4nps OrF P3RsP1R4TION DR3NCHING
Hls 4rmrlts, Hls F4c3 smM34r3p wltH s00T. TH3 OTH3R
FIR3M3N w41T3D B3HIND HIM, IN TH3 D4RKN3SS, TH31R
F4c3s 1oLumIN4T3D  F4INTLY BY TH3 sMOULD3RING
FOUND4TION.

MONT4G sT4RT3D TO sp34K Twlc3 4ND TH3N FIN4LLY
M4N4G3D 1O puT H1S THOUGHT TOG3TH3R.

“W4s 1t MY wlr3 TURN3D IN TH3 41.4RMP”

B341TYy NODD3D. “BUT H3R FR13NDS TURN3D 1N 4N 41L.4RM
34RL13R, TH4T 1 L3T RID3. ON3 w4y OrR TH3 OTH3R, YOU'D
H4v3 GOt 1T. 1T W4s PR3TTY S1LLY, QUOTING PO3TRY 4ROUND
FR33 4ND 34sy L1k3 TH4T. 1T W4s TH3 4¢T OF 4 s1LLY D4MN
sNOB. G1v3 4 m4N 4 F3w LIN3s OF v3rs3 4ND H3 THINKS
13’s TH3 LORD OF 4L Cr34T10N. YOU THINK YOU c4N W4LK
ON w4T3R wlTH YOUR BOOKS. W3LL, TH3 WORLD c4N G3T
BY JUST FIN3 wlTHOUT TH3M. LOOK wH3R3 TH3Y cOT YOU,
IN st.1m3 up 1O YOUR L1p. 1F 1 sTIR TH3 sLIM3 wlTH MY
L1trL3 FING3R, YOU'LL DROWN!”

MONT4G cOuLp NOT MOV3. 4 GR34T 34RTHQU4K3 H4D
cOm3 wltH FIR3 4ND L3v3LL3D TH3 HOUS3 4ND MI1L-
DR3D wW4s UND3R TH3R3 sOM3wH3R3 4ND H1S 3NTIR3 L1F3
UND3R TH3R3 4ND H3 cOuLp NOT MOV3. T3 34RTHQU4K3
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w4s sTILL SH4KING 4ND F4LLING 4ND sH1v3RrRING INsID3
HIM 4ND H3 sTOOD TH3R3, HIS KN33s H4LF-B3NT UND3R
TH3 GR34T 104D OF TIR3DN3ss 4ND B3WILD3RM3NT 4ND
Outr4G3, 1L.31TING B34T1TY H1T HIM WlTHOUT R41SING 4
H4ND.

“MONT4G, YOU 1p10T, MONT4G, YOU D4MN FOOL; WHY
plp YOU R34LLy DO 11?”

MONT4G DID NOT H34R, H3 W4s F4rR 4w4y, H3 W4S
RUNNING wlTH H1S MIND, H3 w4s GON3, L34vING THIS
p34D s00T-cOv3rR3D BODY TO sw4y IN FRONT OF 4NOTH3R
R4vING FOOL.

“MONT4G, 631 OuT OF Ti3R3!” s41p F4B3R.

MONT4G L1sT3N3D.

B34T1TY sTRuck HIM 4 BLOW ON TH3 H34D THAT S3NT
H1M R33LING B4ck. TH3 GR33N BULL3T 1IN wHlcH F4B3R’S
v01c3 wH1lsp3R3D 4ND cr13p, F3LL TO TH3 SID3w4LK.
B34TT1Y sn4TtcH3Dp 1T UP, GRINNING. H3 H3LD 1T H4LF 1N,
H4Lr Out OF H1s 34R.

MONT4G H34RD TH3 D1STANT VO1c3 c4LLING, “MONT4G,
YOu 4L R1cuT?”

B34T1tYy swltcH3D TH3 GR33N BULL3T OFF 4ND THRUST
It IN uHls POCK3T. “W3LL—S0 TH3R3’S MOR3 H3R3 TH4N
1 tHOUGHT. 1 s4w YOU T1LT YOUR H34D, L1ST3NING. F1RST
1 tHOUGHT YOU H4D 4 S34sH3LL. Bur wH3N YOU TURN3D
CL3V3R 14T13R, 1 wOND3R3D. W3’LL TR4C3 TH1S 4ND DROP
11 ON YOUR FRI3ND.”

“NO!” s41p MONT4C.

H3 twlTcH3D TH3 s4F3TY c4TCH ON TH3 FLAM3-THROW3R.
B34T1TY GLANC3D INSTANTLY 4T MONT4G’S FING3RS 4ND H1S
3v3s wlp3N3D TH3 F41INT3sT B1T. MONT4G S4W TH3 SUR-
PR1s3 TH3R3 4ND HIMS3LF GL4ANC3D TO H1Ss H4NDS TO $33
wH4T N3w THING TH3Y H4D DON3. THINKING B4CK 1L4T3R
H3 cOuLD N3v3R D3c1p3 WH3TH3R TH3 H4ANDS OR B34TTY’S
R34cT10N TO TH3 HANDS G4v3 1M TH3 FIN4L PUSH TOW4RD
MURD3R. T3 14sT ROLLING THUND3R OF TH3 4v4L.4NCH3
sTON3D DOWN 4B0UT H1S 34RS, NOT TOUCHING H1M.

B341TYy GRINN3D HIS MOST cH4RMING GRIN. “W3LL,
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TH4T'Ss ON3 W4y TO G3T 4N 4Uup13Nc3. HOLD 4 GUN ON 4 M4N
4ND FORC3 HIM TO L1sT3N TO YOUR sp33cH. Sp33cH 4w4y.
Wu4r'LL 1t 83 tals T1M3? Way pON’T YOU B3LCcH SH4k3-
sp34Rr3 41 M3, YOU FUMBLING sNOB? “Tu3r3 1s NO T3RROR,
C4sslus, 1N YOUR THR34TS, FOR 1 4M 4RM’'D SO STRONG 1N
HON3sTY THAT TH3Y P4SS BY M3 4s 4N 1p1.3 wiND, walcH 1
r3sp3ct NOT!” HOW’s TH4AT? GO 4834D NOW, YOU S3COND-
HAND L1TT3R4T3UR, PULL TH3 TR1GG3R.” H3 TOOK ON3 sT3P
TOW4RD MONT4G.

MONT4G ONLY 41D, “W3 N3v3R BURN3D RIGHT. . .”

“H4np 11t OV3R, Guy,” s41lp B34try wltH 4 FIX3D
sm1L3.

4Np TH3N H3 w4s 4 sHRI3KING BL4z3, 4 jUuMPING,
SPRAWLING, G1BB3RING MANNIKIN, NO LONG3R HUM4N OR
KNOWN, 4LL WRITHING FL4M3 ON TH3 14WN 4s MONT4G
sH0T ON3 cOnTINUOUS puLs3 OF Ll1Qulp FIR3 ON HIM.
Tu3r3 w4s 4 ulss L1k3 4 Gr34t MOUTHFUL OF Sp1TTL3
BANGING 4 R3DHOT sTOV3, 4 BUBBLING 4ND FROTHING 45 1F
s4rT H4D B33N POUR3D OV3R 4 MONSTROUS BL4CK SN41L TO
c4us3 4 T3RR1BL3 L1QuU3F4cTlON 4ND 4 BO1LING OV3R OF
Y3LLOW FO4Mm. MONT4G sHUT H1S 3v3s, sHOUT3D, sHOUT3D,
4ND FOUGHT TO G3T H1s H4NDS 4T H1s 34Rs TO cL4MP 4ND
1O cut 4w4y TH3 sOUND. B34T1TY FLOPP3D OV3R 4ND OV3R
4ND OV3R, 4ND 41 14sT TWIST3D 1IN ON HIMS3LF L1k3 4
CH4RR3D W4X DOLL 4ND 14Y S1L3NT.

Tu3 OTH3R TWO F1IR3M3N D1D NOT MOV3.

MONT4G k3pT H1S s1cknN3ss DOWN LONG 3NOuGH TO 41m
TH3 FLAM3-THROW3R. “TURN 4ROUND!”

Tu3y TUurRN3D, TH31R F4c3s L1k3 BLANCH3D M34T,
STR34MING sw34T; H3 B34T TH31R H34DS, KNOCKING OFF
TH31R H3LM3TS 4ND BRINGING TH3M DOWN ON TH3MS3LV3S.
Tu3y F3LL 48D L4y wlTHOUT MOVING.

Tu3 BLOWING OF 4 SINGL3 4UTUMN L34F.

H3 TurN3D 4ND TH3 M3cu4N]1c4L HOunD w4s TH3R3.

1T w4s H4LF 4cr0ss TH3 14WN, cOMING FROM TH3 sH4-
pOws, MOVING wlTH sucH DRIFTING 34s3 T4t 1T W4s
L1k3 4 sINGL3 sOL1D cLOUD OF BL4CK-GR3Y sSMOK3 BLOWN
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4t Hlm 1IN s1L3NC3.

It M4D3 4 sINGL3 14sT 1L.34p INTO TH3 41R, cOMING
DOWN 41 MONT4G FROM 4 GOOD THR33 F33T OV3R H1S H34D,
11s sP1D3R3D L3GS rR34cHING, TH3 PROC41N3 N33DL3 sN4-
pPING Out 1T1s SINGL3 4NGRY TOOTH. MONT4G Cc4UGHT 1T
wlTtH 4 BLOOM OF F1R3, 4 sINGL3 wONDROUS BLOsSOM THAT
cURL3D 1IN P314LSs OF Y3LLOW 4ND BLU3 4ND Or4NG3 4B0UT
TH3 M3T4L DOG, cL4D 1T IN 4 N3w cOV3RING 4s 1T SL4M-
M3D INTO MONT4G 4ND THR3W HIM T3N F33T B4CK 4G4 1NST
TH3 BOL3 OF 4 TR33, T4KING TH3 FL4M3-GUN wlTH HI1M. H3
F3LT 1T SCR4BBL3 4ND $31z3 H1S 1L.3G 4ND sT4B TH3 N33DL3
IN FOR 4 MOM3NT B3FOR3 TH3 FIR3 sn4prp3p TH3 HOUND
UP IN TH3 41R, BURST 1TS M314L BON3s 41 TH3 JOINTS,
4ND BL3W Out 1Ts INT3R1OR 1IN TH3 SINGL3 FLUSHING OF
R3D cOLOR LIk3 4 skYROCk3T F4sT3N3D TO TH3 STR33T.
MONT4G 14y w4TcHING TH3 D34D-41.1v3 THING F1DDL3
TH3 41R 4ND D13, 3v3N NOwW 1T $33M3D TO w4ANT TO G3T
B4cK 4T HIM 4ND FINIsH TH3 1Nj3cT1ON wH1CH w4s NOw
WORKING THROUGH TH3 FL3sH Or Hls 1L3c. H3 F3LT 4LL
OrF TH3 MINGL3D R3L13F 4ND HORROR 4T H4VING PULL3D
B4cK ONLY 1N T1M3 1O H4V3 jUST H1S KN33 SL4MM3D BY TH3
F3ND3R OF 4 c4R HURTLING BY 4T NIN3TY M1L3s 4N HOUR.
H3 w4s 4rr41D 10 63T UP, 4FR41D H3 M1GHT NOT B3 4BL3
TO G41N Hls F33T 4T 41.L, wlTH 4N 4N43sTH3T1Z3D 1L.3G. 4
NUMBN3sS 1IN 4 NUMBN3ss HOLLOW3D 1INTO 4 NUMBN3SS. . .

4ND NOw. . P

TH3 sTr33T 3MPTY, TH3 HOUS3 BURNT L1K3 4N 4NC13NT
BlT OF st4G3-sc3n3ry, TH3 OTH3R HOM3S D4RK, TH3
HOuxp u3Rr3, B34T1TYy TH3R3, TH3 THR33 OTH3R FI1R3M3N
4ANOTH3R Pr4c3, 4ND TH3 S41.4MAND3R. . P H3 ¢4z3D 4t
TH3 1MM3NS3 3NGIN3. T4t WOULD H4V3 TO G0, TOO.

W3LL, 53 THOUGHT, L3T’s $33 HOw B4DLY OFF YOU 4R3.
ON YOUR F33T NOw. 34sy, 34sy. . . TH3R3.

H3 st00p 4ND H3 H4D ONLY ON3 1L3G. TH3 OTH3R W4s
L1k3 4 cHUNK OF BURNT PIN3-LOG H3 w4s c4RrYING 41.0NG
4s 4 p3N4Nc3 FOR sOM3 OBSCUR3 sIN. WH3N H3 puT H1S
w3lcur ON 11, 4 sHOW3R OF sliv3r N33DL3s GUSH3D UP



FAHRENHEIT 451 115

TH3 L3NGTH OF TH3 c4LF 4ND wW3NT OFF 1IN TH3 KN33. H3
w3pT. COM3 ON! COM3 ON, YOU, YOU c4N’T sT4Y H3R3!

4 3w HOUS3 LlcHTS W3R3 GOING ON 4G41N DOWN
TH3 STR33T, WH3TH3R FROM TH3 INCID3NTS JUST P4sS3D,
Or B3c4us3 OrF TH3 4BNORMA4L slr3nc3 FOLLOWING TH3
FlcaT, MONT4G D1D NOT KNOW. H3 HOBBL3D 4ROUND TH3
RUINS, $31zING 4T1 H1s B4D L3G WH3N 1T L4GG3D, T4LKING
4ND WHIMP3RING 4ND sHOUTING DIR3cT1ONS 4T 1T 4ND
cURSING 1T 4ND pL34DING WITH IT TO WORK FOR HIM
NOw wH3N 11 w4s vlt4r. H3 u34rp 4 NuMB3R OF p30pPL3
crRYING Out 1IN TH3 D4RKN3ss 4ND sHOuTING. H3 R34CH3D
TH3 B4CK Y4RD 4ND TH3 4L13y. B341TY, H3 THOUGHT,
YOU’R3 NOT 4 PROBL3M NOw. YOU 41w4ys s41p, DON'T 4¢3
4 prROBL3M, BURN 1T. W3LL, NOwW 1’v3 DON3 BOTH. GOOD-BY,
C4rT41N.

4ND H3 sTUMBL3D 4LONG TH3 4L1L3Y 1IN TH3 D4RK.

¥ * * * *

4 sHOTGUN BL4ST W3NT OFF IN HIs L3G 3v3RY TIM3 H3
puT 1T DOWN 4ND H3 THOUGHT, YOU'R3 4 FOOL, 4 D4MN
FOOL, 4N 4wruL FOOL, 4N 1p10T, 4N 4wruL 1D10T, 4 D4MN
1p10T, 4ND 4 FOOL, 4 D4MN FOOL; LOOK 4T TH3 M3sS 4ND
wi3Rr3’s Ti3 MOP, LOOK 4T TH3 M3ss, 4ND w4t D0 YOU DO?P
PrID3, p4MN 1T, 4ND T3MP3R, 4ND YOU'V3 JUNK3D 1T 4LL,
41 TH3 V3RY ST4RT YOU vOMIT ON 3v3RYON3 4ND ON YOURS3-
LF. BuT 3v3RYTHING 4T ONC3, BUT 3V3RYTHING ON3 ON TOP
OF 4NOTH3R; B34TTY, TH3 WOM3N, MI1LDR3D, CL4R1SS3,
3v3ryrHING. NO 3xcus3, tTHOuGcH, NO 3xcus3. 4 rOO0L, 4
p4MN FOOL, ¢0 c1v3 YOURS3LF uP!

NO, w3’'LL s4v3 wa4T W3 c4N, w3'LL DO wH4T TH3R3 1s
L3FT T0 DO. 1F w3 H4v3 TO BURN, L3T’s T4Kk3 4 F3w MOR3
wlrtH us. H3Rr3!

H3 r3M3MB3R3D TH3 BOOKS 4ND TURN3D B4CK. JUsT ON
TH3 OFF cH4NC3.

H3 FOuND 4 F3w BOOks WH3R3 H3 H4D L3FT TH3M, N34R
TH3 G4RD3N F3NC3. M1LDR3D, GOD BL3sS H3R, H4D M1ss3D
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4 r3w. FOur BOOKs sTlLL 14y HIDD3N WH3R3 H3 H4D PUT
TH3M. VO1c3s w3r3 w41LING IN TH3 N1GHT 4ND FL4SH-
B34Ms sWI1RL3D 4B0UT. OTH3R S41.4M4ND3RS W3R3 RO4RING
TH31R 3NGIN3s F4R 4w4y, 4ND POL1c3 s1R3NS W3R3 cuTTl-
NG TH31R w4y 4cr0ss TOWN wlTH TH31R S1R3NS.

MONT4G TOOK TH3 FOUR R3M41N1ING BOOKS 48D HOPP3D,
jOLT3D, HOPP3D H1S w4y DOWN TH3 4LL3Y 4ND SUDD3NLY
F3LL 4s 1F uls 34D H4D B33N cuT OFF 4ND ONLY H1S BODY
14y TH3R3. SOM3THING INSID3 14D J3RK3D H1M TO 4 H4LT
4xp FLOPP3D HIM DOWN. H3 L4y wH3R3 H3 H4D F4LL3N
4ND sO0BB3D, H1S L.3Gs FOLD3D, H1S F4c3 PR3SS3D BLINDLY
TO TH3 GR4V3L.

B341TYy WwANT3D TO D13.

IN T3 M1DDL3 OF TH3 crRYING MONT4G KN3W 1T FOR
TH3 TRUTH. B341TY H4D W4NT3D TO D13. H3 H4D jUST
sTOOD TH3R3, NOT R34LLY TRYING TO s4v3 HIMS3LF, JUST
sTO0OD TH3R3, JOKING, N33DLING, THOUGHT MONT4G, 4ND
TH3 THOUGHT W4s 3NOUGH TO sTI1FL3 H1S sOBBING 4ND L3T
H1lM P4us3 FOR 41rR. HOW STRANG3, STRANG3, TO w4NT TO
D13 sO mucH TH4T YOU L.3T 4 M4N W4LK 4ROUND 4RM3D 4ND
TH3N INsT34D OF SHUTTING UP 4ND ST4YING 41.1v3, YOU GO
ON Y3LLING 41 P30PL3 4ND M4KING FUN OF TH3M UNTI1L YOU
G3T TH3M M4D, 4ND TH3N. . .

41 4 pD1sT4NC3, RUNNING F33T.

MONT4G s41 vp. L31’s ¢31 Out OF H3R3. COM3 ON, G3T
uP, G3T UP, YOU JusT c4N’T slt! Bur H3 w4s stlLL crYING
4AND TH4T H4D TO B3 FINISH3D. 1T w4s GOING 4w4y NOw.
H3 #4pN’T WwANT3D TO K1LL 4NYON3, NOT 3v3N B34TTY.
H1s rr.3sH GR1PP3D HIM 4ND SHR4NK 48 1F 1T H4D B33N
PLUNG3D 1IN 4clp. H3 c4GG3p. H3 s4w B34tTtYy, 4 TORCH,
NOT MOVING, FLUTT3RING OUuT ON TH3 GR4ss. H3 B1T 4T H1s
KNUCKL3S. 1’M sORRY, 1’M sORRy, 01 GOD, SORRYy. . .

H3 1tr13D T0 P13c3 1T 4L TOG3TH3R, TO GO B4CK TO TH3
NORM4L P4TT3RN OF L1F3 4 ¥3w SHORT D4ys 4G0 B3FOR3
TH3 $13v3 4ND TH3 s4xD, D3nu4m’s D3NT1FR1C3, MOTH-
v01c3s, FIR3FL13s, TH3 414RMS 4ND 3XxCURSIONS, TOO
MucH FOR 4 ¥3w sHORT D4ys, TO0 mucH, IND33D, FOR 4
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L1F3T1M3.

F33T r4N 1IN TH3 F4R 3ND OF TH3 4LL3Y.

“G3t vr!” 13 TOLD HlMs3LF. “D4mN 11, ¢31 vr!” H3
s41p 10 TH3 L3G, 4ND sTOOD. T3 P41Ns W3R3 splk3s
DRIV3N IN TH3 KN33c4P 4ND TH3N ONLY D4RNING N33D13s
4ND TH3N ONLY cOMMON, ORDIN4RY s4F3TY PINS, 4ND 4FT3R
H3 H4D DR4GG3D 4LONG Flrry MOR3 HOPS 4ND JUMPS,
F1LLING H1s H4ND W1TH SL1v3Rs FROM TH3 BO4RD F3NC3,
TH3 PRICKLING W4s L1k3 sOM30N3 BLOWING 4 sprdy OF
sc4LDING w4T3R ON THAT L3G. 4ND TH3 1L.3G W4S 4T 1.4ST
H1ls OwWN L3G 4G641N. H3 u4D B33N 4FR41D TH4T RUNNING
MlcHT BR34K TH3 L00s3 4NKL3. NOw, suckING 4LL TH3
Nlcur INTO H1s OP3N MOUTH, 4ND BLOWING 1T OUT P4L3,
wlTH 4LL TH3 BL4CKN3ss L3FT H34v1Ly INs1D3 HIMS3LF,
H3 s3T OuT 1IN 4 st34DY JOGGING p4c3. H3 c4rr13D TH3
BOOKs 1N 1ls H4NDS.

H3 tHOuGHT OF F4B3R.

F4B3Rr w4s B4ck TH3R3 1IN TH3 sT34MING LuMP OF T4R
TH4T H4D NO N4M3 Or Ip3nTlTY NOW. H3 H4D BURNT
F43r, 100. H3 r3LT sO sUDD3NLY SHOCK3D BY TH1S TH4T
H3 F3LT F4B3R w4s r34L1Y D34D, B4k3D L1Kk3 4 rO4cH
IN TH4T sM4LL GR33N c4psurL3 sHOv3D 4ND LOsT 1IN TH3
POCk3T OF 4 M4N wHO w4s NOw NOTHING BUT 4 FR4M3
SK3L3TON STRUNG W1TH 4SPH4LT T3NDONS.

YOu musT R3M3MB3R, BURN TH3M OR TH3Y'LL BURN YOU,
H3 THOUGHT. R1GgHT NOW 1T1°s 4s s1MPL3 4s THAT.

H3 s34rcH3D H1s pOck3Ts, TH3 MON3Y w4s TH3R3, 4ND
1IN u1s OtH3R POCK3T H3 FOUND TH3 USU4L S34SH3LL UPON
walcH TH3 clty w4s T4LKING TO 11s3LF IN TH3 cOLD
BL4cKk MORNING.

“POL1c3 4L.3RrT. WANT3D: Fucltlv3 1IN clTy. H4s cOm-
M1TT3D MURD3R 4ND cRIM3s 4G41NsT TH3 ST4T3. N4M3:
Guy MONT4G. Occur4TlON: F1R3M4N. L4sT $33N. . .7

H3 r4N st34D1ry FOR slx BLOcks, 1IN TH3 4LL3Y, 4ND
TH3N TH3 4LL3Y 0P3N3D OuT ON TO 4 WlD3 3MPTY THOROUGH-
F4R3 T3N 1L4N3s wlp3. 11 $33M3D L1k3 4 B04TL3ss R1V3R
FROz3N TH3R3 1IN TH3 R4W L1cHT OF TH3 H1GH WH1T3 4RC-
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r4mps; YOu cOuLp pDROWN TRYING TO crOss 1T, H3 F3LT;
1t w4s 100 wln3, 1T w4s 700 Op3N. 1T w4s 4 v4sT st4G3
wlTHOUT sC3N3RY, INVITING HIM TO RUN 4CROSS, 34s1Ly
s33N 1IN TH3 BL4ZING lrLLumIn4TlON, 34sliy c4UGHT,
34s11y sHOT DOWN.

Tu3 S34su3LL HuMM3D 1IN H1S 34R.

“, . .w4rcH FOR 4 M4N RUNNING. . . w4TtcH FOR TH3
RUNNING M4N. . . w4TtcH FOR 4 M4N 410N3, ON FOOT. . .
w4TtcH. ..”

MONT4G pULL3D B4ck INTO TH3 su4pOws. DIr3crTry
4134p 14y 4 64s st4110N, 4 Gr34T cHUNK OF PORC3141N
sNOw sHINING TH3R3, 4ND TWO s1rv3r B33TL3s PULLING
IN 1O F1LL ur. NOW H3 MUST B3 CL34N 4ND PR3S3NT4BL3 1F
H3 wlsa3D, T0 w4LK, NOT RUN, STROLL c41L.MLY 4CROSS THAT
wl1bp3 BOUL3V4RD. 1T wOULD G1v3 HIM 4N 3XTR4 M4RGIN
OF s4r3T1y 1F H3 w4sa3D ur 4ND cOMB3D H1S H41R B3FOR3
13 w3NT ON H1s w4y 10 31 wH3R3. . P

Y3s, 13 tHOucHT, Wi3R3 4M 1 RUNNING?

NOwn3r3. Tu3r3 w4s NOwH3R3 TO 60, NO FRI3ND TO
TURN TO, R34LLY. 3Xxc3rT F4B3R. 4ND TH3N H3 R341.1Z3D
TH4T H3 W4s IND33D, RUNNING TOW4RD F4B3R’s HOUSS3,
InsTINcT1V3LY. BuT F4B3R cOULDN'T H1D3 HIM; 1T WOULD
B3 sulclp3 3v3N 1O TRY. BUuT H3 KN3W TH4T H3 WOULD GO
TO $33 F4B3R 4NYw4y, FOR 4 ¥3w sHORT Mm1NUT3s. F4B3R’S
wOuLD B3 TH3 Pr4c3 wH3R3 H3 MI1GHT R3FU3L HI1S F4sT
DR4INING B3L13F IN H1s OwN 4B1LlTY TO survlv3. H3
JusT WANT3D TO KNOW TH4T TH3R3 W4s 4 M4N L1k3 F4B3R
IN TH3 WORLD. H3 W4NT3D TO $33 TH3 M4N 41.1v3 4ND
NOT BURN3D B4CK TH3R3 L1k3 4 BODY SH3LL3D 1N 4NOTH3R
BODY. 4ND sOM3 OF TH3 MON3Y MUST B3 L3FT wlTH F4B3R,
OF cOurs3, TO B3 sP3NT 4FT3R MONT4G R4AN ON HISs w4y.
P3ru4rs 13 cOuLb M4k3 TH3 OP3N COUNTRY 4ND L1v3 ON
Or N34R TH3 RIV3Rs 4ND N34RrR TH3 H1GHW4YS, 1IN TH3
F13LDs 4ND HILLS.

4 Gr34T wHIRLING wH1SP3R M4D3 HIM LOOK TO TH3
SKY.
Tu3 rOLlc3 u3L1cOrT3RS W3R3 RISING SO F4R 4w4y
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TH4T 1T $33M3D sOM30N3 H4D BLOWN TH3 GR3Y H34D OFF
4 prY DAND3L10ON FLOW3R. TwO D0z3N OF TH3M FLURR13D,
w4v3rING, IND3clslv3, THR33 M1L3s Orf, L1K3 BUT-
T3RFL13s PUZZL3D BY 4UTUMN, 4ND TH3N TH3Y W3R3 PLUM-
M3TING DOWN TO L4ND, ON3 BY ON3, H3R3, TH3R3, SOFTLY
KN34DING TH3 STR33TS WH3R3, TURN3D B4cK TO B33TL3S,
TH3Y SHR13k3D 4L0NG TH3 BOUL3V4RDS OR, 4S SUDD3NLY,
L34pT B4ck INTO TH3 S1R, CONTINUING TH31R $34RCH.

4ND H3R3 w4s TH3 G4s sT4TION, 1TS 4TT3ND4NTS BUSY
NOw wltH cusTOM3RS. 4pPRO4cHING FROM TH3 R34R,
MONT4G 3NT3R3D TH3 M3N’s w4sHROOM. TaHrOucH TH3
4rumINlum w4LL H3 H34RD 4 R4D10 v01lc3 s4yvINg,
“WA4Rr n4s B33N D3cL4R3D.” T3 c4s w4s B3ING PUMP3D
OutsIn3. Tu3 M3N 1IN TH3 B33TL3S W3R3 T4LKING 4ND TH3
41T3NDANTS W3R3 T4LKING 4B0UT TH3 3NGIN3S, TH3 G4s,
TH3 MON3Y OW3D. MONT4G sTOOD TRYING TO M4K3 HIMS3LF
F33L TH3 sHOcK OF TH3 QU13T sT4T3M3NT FROM TH3 R4D10),
BUT NOTHING WOULD H4PP3N. TH3 W4r wOuLD H4V3 TO
w41t FOR HIM TO cOM3 TO 1T 1IN H1S P3RSON4L F1L3, 4N
HOUR, TWO HOURS FROM NOw.

H3 w4su3p nHls H4NDS 4ND F4c3 4ND TOW3LL3D
H1MS3LF DRY, M4KING L1TTL3 sOunp. H3 c4m3 Out OF TH3
w4sHROOM 4ND sHUT TH3 DOOR C4R3FULLY 4ND W4LK3D
INTO TH3 D4RKN3SsS 4ND 4T 14sT sTO0OD 4G641N ON TH3 3DG3
OF TH3 3MPTY BOUL3V4RD.

TH3Rr3 11 14Y, 4 G4Mm3 FOR H1M TO WIN, 4 v4sT BOWLING
4113y IN T3 cO0L MORNING. TH3 BOUL3V4RD W4s 4s cL.34N
4s a3 SURF4c3 OF 4N 4r3n4 TWO MINUT3s B3FOR3 TH3
4ppr34r4Nnc3 OF c3rT41N UNN4AM3D vlcTtlms 4ND c3rT41N
UNKNOWN K1LL3RS. T3 41R Ov3R 4ND 4B0V3 TH3 v4ST CON-
CR3T3 RI1V3R TR3MBL3D wlTH TH3 W4RMTH OF MONT4G’S
BODY 4L.0N3; 1T w4s INCcrR3D1BL3 HOW H3 F3LT HIS T3M-
P3R4TUR3 cOuLD c4us3 T3 WHOL3 1MM3D1413 WORLD TO
v1Br4T13. H3 w4s 4 pHOsPHOR3SC3NT T4RG3T; H3 KN3W 1T,
03 F3rr 1T. 48D NOW H3 MUST B3GIN H1S L1TTL3 W4LK.

Tur33 BLOCKS 4w4y 4 F3w H34DL1GHTS GL4R3D. MONT4G
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DR3W 4 D33p BR34TH. H1s LUNGS W3R3 L1Kk3 BURNING
BROOMSs 1IN HI1s cu3sT. Hls MOUuTH W4s sUCK3D DRY FROM
RUNNING. H1s THRO4T T4sT3D OF BLOODY 1RON 4ND TH3R3
w4s RUST3D sT33L 1N H1s F33T.

Wit 480ut THOS3 Llcuts TH3R3? ONc3 YOU ST4RT3D
w4Lk1ING YOU'D H4Vv3 T0 c4uc3 HOW F4sT THOS3 B33TL3s
cOuLp M4k3 1T DOWN H3R3. W3LL, HOW F4R w4s 1T 10 TH3
Otu3r curs? 11 $33M3D L1k3 4 HUNDR3D Y4RDS. PrROB4-
BLY NOT 4 HUNDR3D, BUT F1GUR3 FOR TH4T 4NYW4Y, F1GUR3
TH4T WlTH HIM GOING V3RY sLOwLy, 4T 4 N1c3 sTROLL,
It m1cHT T4K3 48 MUucH 4s THIRTY $3cONDS, FORTY $3C0-
NDs TO w4k 4L T3 w4y, Tu3 8331L3s? ONC3 ST4RT3D,
TH3Y cOULD L.34v3 THR33 BLOCKS B3HIND TH3M 1N 4BOUT
F1rT33N s3cONDs. SO, 3v3N 1F H4LFW4Y 4CROSS H3 START3D
10 RUN. . ?

H3 purt nls rleaT FO00T OUT 48D TH3N HIS L3FT FOOT
4ND TH3N H1Ss R1GHT. H3 W41LKk3D ON TH3 3MPTY 4v3NU3.

3v3N 1F TH3 STR33T W3R3 3NTIR3LY 3mPTY, OF COURS3,
YOU cOULDN’T B3 SUR3 OF 4 s4r3 crOss1ING, FOR 4 c4r cOULD
4prr34R SUDD3NLY OV3R TH3 R1s3 FOUR BLOCKS FURTH3R ON
4ND B3 ON 4nND P4sT YOU B3FOR3 YOU H4D T4K3N 4 DOz3N
BR34THS.

H3 p3clp3p NOT 1O cOunt HIS st3ps. H3 LOOK3D
N31TtH3rR TO L3FT NOR RIlcHT. TH3 LlGHT FROM TH3
Ov3ru34D 14Mps s33M3D 4s BRIGHT 4ND R3v34LING 4s
TH3 M1DD4Y SUN 4ND JuUsT 4s HOT.

H3 11st3N3D 1O TH3 sOunp OF TH3 c4r plckING up
sp33p T™WO0 BLOCKS 4w4y ON mls rRlcHT. 11 MOV4BL3
H34pLlGHTS J3RK3D B4CK 4ND FORTH SUDD3NLY, 4ND
c4uGHT 41 MONT4G.

K33r cO1NG.

MONT4G F4113R3D, GOT 4 GRIP ON TH3 BOOKS, 4ND
FOrRc3D HIMS3LF NOT TO FR3373.

InstINncTlv3ry B3 TOOK 4 F3w QUlCK, RUNNING ST3PS
TH3N T41Lk3D Our LOUD TO HIMS3LF 4ND PULL3D UP TO
STROLL 4G41N. H3 w4s NOw H4LF 4cRrOss TH3 STR33T, BUT
TH3 RO4R FROM TH3 B33TL3’s 3NGIN3s WHIN3D H1GH3R 48
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1T puT ON SP33D.

Tu3 pOL1c3, OF cOurs3. TH3Y $s33 M3. But sLOw NOw;
sLOw, Qul3Tt, pON'T TURN, DON'T LOOK, DONT $33M CcON-
Cc3rRN3D. W4LK, TH4AT'S 1T, W4LK, W4LK.

Tu3 B331L3 w4s rusHING. T3 B33TL3 w4s RO4RING.
Tu3 B331L3 R4153D 115 sp33D. TH3 B33TL3 w4s wHINING.
Tu3 B331L3 w4s IN mlca THUND3R. TH3 B33TL3 c4M3
sklmMmINGg. Tu3 B331L3 c4Mm3 1IN 4 sINGL3 wHISTLING
TR4]3CcTORY, FIR3D FROM 4N INvIslBL3 rRI1FL3. 1T w4s up
10 120 mpH. 1T W4s vp 10 130 41 1.34sT. MONT4G cL4MP3D
Hls j4ws. T3 u34T OF TH3 R4CING H34DLIGHTS BURNT
H1ls cu33ks, 1T s33M3D, 4ND J1TT3R3D HIS 3Y3-L1DS 4ND
FLUSH3D TH3 sOUR sw34T OuT 4LL Ov3R H1S BODY.

H3 B3c4N 10 suurrFL3 1pl10tlc4riy 4Np T4LK TO
HIMS3LF 4ND TH3N H3 BROK3 4ND JusT R4N. H3 puT OUT
Hls L3Gs 4s r4r 4s TH3Y WOULD GO 4ND DOWN 4ND TH3N
F4R Out 4G41N 4D DOWN 4ND B4CK 4ND OUT 4ND DOWN
4Np B4ck. GOp! GOp! H3 prOrr3p 4 BOOK, BROK3 P4c3,
41.M0ST TURN3D, CHANG3D H1Ss MIND, PLUNG3D ON, Y3LLING
IN cONCR3T3 3mMPTIN3ss, TH3 B33TL3 sCUTTLING 4FT3R 1TS
RUNNING FOOD, TWO HUNDR3D, ON3 HUNDR3D F33T 4w4y,
NIN3TY, 31GHTY, S3v3NTY, MONT4G G4SPING, FL41LING H1S
H4NDS, 1L.3Gs UP DOWN Out, up DOWN OuT, cLOS3R, CLOS3R,
HOOTING, c4LLING, H1s 3Y3s BURNT WHIT3 NOw 4s HIS
H34D J3RK3D 4BOUT TO CONFRONT TH3 FL4SHING GL4R3,
NOw TH3 B33TL3 W4s sw4LLOwW3D IN 11s OwN L1GHT, NOwW
1T w4s NOTHING BUT 4 TORCH HURTLING UPON H1M; 4LL
SsOUND, 4LL BL4R3. NOw—4LMOsT ON TOP OF H1Mm!

H3 sTuMBL3D 4ND F3LL.

1’m pON3! 11°s Ov3R!

Bur 13 F4LLING M4D3 4 DIFF3R3NC3. 4N INSTANT
B3FOR3 R34cHING HIM TH3 W1LD B33TL3 CUT 4ND SW3RV3D
Out. 1t w4s cON3. MONT4G 14y FrL4T, HIS H34D DOWN.
W1sps OF L4UGHT3R TR41L3D B4ck 10 H1M wlTH TH3 BLU3
3xu4ust FROM TH3 B33TL3.

H1s rlcut H4ND W4s 3XT3ND3D 4B0v3 1lM, FL4T. 4CROSS
TH3 3XTR3M3 T1P OF 1ls MIDDL3 FING3R, H3 s4w NOw 4s
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H3 L1FT3D TH4T H4ND, 4 F4INT sIXT33NTH OF 4N INCH OF
BL4CK TR34D WH3R3 T1R3 H4D TOUCH3D 1IN P4ssInG. H3
LOOk3D 4T TH4T BL4cK LIN3 wlTH D1sB3L13F, c3TTING TO
Hls r33T.

Tu4t w4sx’t TH3 POL1C3, B3 THOUGHT.

H3 L00k3p DOWN TH3 BOUL3V4RD. 1T w4s cL.34R NOw. 4
c4rrFUL OF cH1LDR3N, 4LL 4G3s, GOD k3w, FROM TW31v3 TO
s1x1t33N, Out WHISTLING, Y3LLING, HURR4HING, H4D S33N
4 M4N, 4 v3ry 3XTR40RDIN4RY S1GHT, 4 M4N STROLLING, 4
R4Rr1TY, 4ND sImpry s41p, “L31’s ¢3T 1lm,” NOT KNOWING
H3 w4s TH3 FuclTlv3 MR. MONT4G, s1mpLy 4 NUMB3R OF
cHILDR3N OuT FOR 4 LONG N1GHT OF RO4RING F1v3 OR s1x
HUNDR3D MI1L3s 1IN 4 rF3w MOONLIT HOURS, TH31R F4c3s
Icy wltn wilnp, 4ND cOMING HOM3 OrR NOT cOMING 4T
D4WN, 41.1v3 Or NOT 41.1v3, TH4T M4D3 TH3 4DV3NTUR3.

Tu3y wOurLp u4v3 kx1Li3p M3, tHOUGHT MONT4G,
sw4YING, TH3 41R sTILL TORN 4ND STIRRING 4BOUT HIM
IN pust, TOUucHING H1S BRU1S3D cH33K. FOR NO R34SON 4T
4L IN TH3 WORLD TH3Y wOULD H4v3 K1LL3D M3.

H3 w41k3p TOW4RD TH3 F4R K3RB T3LLING 34cH
FOOT TO GO 4nD k33P GOING. SOM3HOW H3 H4D P1CK3D
upr TH3 splLL3D BOOks; H3 DIDNT R3M3MB3R B3NDING
Or TOUCHING TH3M. H3 k3pT MOVING TH3M FROM H4ND
TO H4ND 4s 1F TH3Y W3R3 4 POK3R H4ND H3 cOuLD NOT
F1GUR3.

1 wOND3R 1F TH3Y W3R3 TH3 ON3s wHO k1LL3D Cir4-
R1ss3?

H3 st0pP3D 4ND H1s MIND s41D 1T 4G41N, v3RY LOUD.

1 wOND3R 1F TH3Y W3R3 TH3 ON3s wHO k1LL3D Cir4-
R1ss3!

H3 w4NT3D TO RUN 4FT3R TH3M Y3LLING.

H1s 3y3s w4T3R3D.

Tu3 tHING TH4AT H4D s4v3D HIM w4s F4LLING FLAT.
Tu3 pr1Vv3R OF THAT 4R, s331ING MONT4G DOWN, INSTI-
NcTlv3ry cONsID3R3D TH3 PROB4BILITY TH4T RUNNING
0v3Rr 4 BODY 41 TH4T sP33D M1GHT TURN TH3 C4R UPSID3
DOWN 4ND spliL TH3M OuT. 1F MONT4G H4D R3M41N3D 4N
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vPRlGHT T4RG3T. . . P

MONT4G G4spP3D.

F4r pOwN TH3 BOUL3v4RD, FOUR BLOCKS 4w4y, TH3
B33TL3 H4D sLOW3D, sPUN 4B0UT ON TWO WH33LS, 4ND W4s
NOW R4cING B4cK, STANTING Ov3R ON TH3 WRONG s1D3 OF
TH3 STR33T, P1CKING UP sP33D.

Bur MONT4G w4s cON3, HIDD3N 1IN TH3 s4F31Y OF TH3
D4RK 4113y FOR wH1cH H3 H4D s3T OUT ON 4 LONG JOURN3Y,
4N HOUR Or w4s 1T 4 m1INuUT3, 460? H3 sT00D sulv3rING
1IN TH3 N1GHT, LOOKING B4ck OUT 45 TH3 B33TL3 R4N BY 4ND
sk1pp3D B4cK TO TH3 C3NTR3 OF TH3 4v3NU3, WHIRLING
L4UGHT3R IN TH3 41R 4LL 4B0UT 1T, GON3.

FurtH3R 0N, 4s MONT4G MOV3D 1IN D4RKN3SS, H3 cOULD
$33 TH3 H3L1cOrT3RS FA4LLING, F4LLING, L1Kk3 TH3 FIRST
FL4x3s OF sNOw 1IN TH3 LONG WINT3R TO cOM3. . .

Tu3 H0us3 w4s S1L3NT.

MONT4G  4rPRO4cH3D FROM TH3 R34R, cr33rPING
THROUGH 4 TH1cK N1GHT-MO1sT3N3D sc3NT OF D4FFOD1LS
4ND ROs3s 4ND w3T Gr4ss. H3 T0ucH3D TH3 SCR33N DOOR
IN B4ck, FOUND 11 Op3N, sL1pp3D 1IN, MOV3D 4crOss TH3
PORCH, L1ST3NING.

Mgrs. Brdck, 4r3 YOu 4s1.33p 1IN TH3R3? 13 THOUGHT.
THa1s 1sN'T cO0D, BUT YOUR HUSBAND D1D 1T TO OTH3RS 4ND
N3V3R 4sk3D 4ND N3v3R WOND3R3D 4ND N3V3R WORR13D.
4ND NOw sINc3 YOU'R3 4 F1rR3M4AN’s wlF3, 11°s YOUR HOUS3
4ND YOUR TURN, FOR 4LL TH3 HOUS3s YOUR HUSB4ND BURN3D
4np T3 P30PL3 H3 HURT W1THOUT THINKING.

Tu3 HOUS3 D1D NOT R3PLY.

H3 alp ta3 BOOks 1IN TH3 k1TCcH3N 4ND MOV3D FROM
T3 HOUS3 4G41N TO TH3 4LL3Y 4ND LOOK3D B4CK 4ND TH3
HOUS3 w4s sTlLL D4RK 4ND QU13T, SL33P1ING.

O~ H1s w4y 4cr0ss TOWN, wlTH TH3 H3L1CcOPT3RS FLUT-
T3RING L1Kk3 TORN B1TS OF P4P3R 1IN TH3 SKY, H3 PHON3D
TH3 414RM 41 4 1LON3LY pHON3 BOOTH OUTsID3 4 STOR3
TH4T W4s cL0s3D FOR TH3 NlcHT. TH3N H3 sTOOD 1IN TH3
cOLp N1gHT 41R, W41TING 4ND 4T 4 D1st4Nc3 13 H34RD
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TH3 F1R3 S1IR3NS ST4ART UP 4ND RUN, 4ND TH3 S41.4M4ND3RS
cOmING, cOmING TO BURN MR. Br4ck’s HOus3 wH1L3 H3
w4s 4w4y 41 wOrk, T0 M4k3 H1Ss WIF3 sT4ND sH1V3RING
IN TH3 MORNING 41R wH1L3 TH3 ROOF L3T GO 4ND DROPP3D
1~ vPON TH3 F1R3. BuT NOW, sa3 w4s sT1LL 4s1.33P.

GOOp N1cHT, MRS. Br4ck, H3 THOUGHT.

“F4B3r!”

4ANOTH3R R4P, 4 WH1SP3R, 4ND 4 LONG w41lTING. TH3N,
4rT3R 4 MINUT3, 4 sm4LL LlcHT FLICK3R3D INsID3
F483r’s sm4rL HOUS3. 4rT3R 4NOTH3R P4Us3, TH3 B4CK
DOOR OP3N3D.

Tu3y sT00D LOOKING 41 34cH OTH3R 1IN TH3 H4LF-L1GHT,
F483R 4ND MONT4G, 45 1F 34cH p1p NOT B3L13v3 1IN TH3
0ta3R’s 3x1st3Nc3. TH3N F4B3R MOvV3D 4nD puT OUT HI1S
HAND 4ND GR4BB3D MONT4G 4ND MOV3D H1M 1IN 4ND s4T1
H1IM DOWN 4ND W3NT B4cK 4ND sTOOD 1IN TH3 DOOR, L1sT3-
NING. T3 s1r3Ns W3R3 w4lrLING OrF IN TH3 MORNING
plst4nc3. H3 c4M3 1IN 4ND sHUT TH3 DOOR.

MONT4G s41p, “1’v3 833N 4 FOOL 4L DOWN TH3 LIN3. 1
cAN’T sT4dy LONG. 1’M ON My w4y GOD KNOws WH3R3.”

“4t 1.34sT YOU W3R3 4 FOOL 4B0UT TH3 R1GHT THINGS,”
s41p F4B3R. “1 tTHOUGHT YOU W3R3 D34D. TH3 4UuD10-c4p-
suL3 1 c4v3 YOu—"

“BURNT.”

“1 u34rD TH3 c4prT41IN T4LKING TO YOU 4ND SUDD3NLY
TH3R3 w4s NOTHING. 1 41MO0sT c4m3 Out LOOKING FOR
y0u.”

“Tu3 c4rr41N’s D34D. H3 FOUND TH3 4UD10-Cc4PSUL3,
H3 H34RD YOUR v0lc3, H3 w4s cOInGc TO TR4c3 1T. 1
k1LL3p Hlm wltH T3 FLAM3THROW3R.”

F483R s41 DOWN 48D D1D NOT sp34k FOR 4 T1M3.

“My GOp, HOW DID TH1S H4PP3N?” s41D MONT4G. “IT
w4s ONLY TH3 OTH3R N1GHT 3v3RYTHING w4s FIN3 4ND TH3
N3xT THING 1 KNOW 1’M DROWNING. HOW M4NY TIM3s c4N
4 M4x ¢0 pOWN 4ND sTliL B3 4L1v3? 1 c4N'T BR34THS.
Tu3r3’s B34T1TY D34D, 4ND H3 W4s MY FRI3ND ONC3, 4ND
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TH3R3’S M1LL13 GON3, 1 THOUGHT sH3 w4s MYy W1F3, BUT
NOw 1 pON’T KNOW. 48D TH3 HOUS3 4LL BURNT. 4ND My JOB
GON3 4ND MYS3LF ON TH3 RUN, 48D 1 pLANT3D 4 BOOK 1IN 4
FIR3M4N’s 110Us3 ON TH3 W4y, GOOD CHR1ST, TH3 THINGS
1'v3 pON3 1IN 4 sINcL3 w33k!”

“YOu plp wu4t YOu 54D 1O DO. 1T w4s cOmING ON FOR
4 10NG TIM3.”

“Y3s, 1 B3L13v3 TH4T, 1F TH3R3’S NOTHING 3Ls3 1
B3L13v3. 11 s4v3p 11s3LF UP TO H4rpr3N. 1 cOuLp F33L 1T
FOR 4 LONG TIM3, 1 w4s s4vING sOM3THING UP, 1 W3NT
4rO0UND DOING ON3 THING 4ND F33LING 4NOTH3R. GOD,
1T w4s 411 TH3R3. 1T°s 4 wOND3R 1T DIDNT sHOW ON M3,
L1k3 r4T1. 4ND NOW H3R3 1 4M, M3ssING ur YOUR L1F3.
Tu3y m1lcaTt FOLLOW M3 H3R3.”

“1 F33L 4L1v3 FOR TH3 FIRST TIM3 1IN Y34Rs,” s41D
F4s3r. “1 r33L I'm pDOING wH4T 1 sHOULD H4v3 DON3
4 L1r31IM3 4G60. FOR 4 11TTL3 wH1IL3 1'M NOT 4FR41D.
M4ys3 11’s B3c4us3 1'M DOING TH3 R1GHT THING 4T 1.4ST.
M4ys3 11’s B3c4us3 1'v3 pON3 4 rR4sH THING 4ND DON'T
wANT TO LOOK TH3 cOw4rp TO YOU. 1 surpOs3 1’LL H4v3
10 DO 3v3N MOR3 vIOL3NT THINGS, 3xPOSING MYS3LF sO
1 wON’T F4LL DOWN ON TH3 JOB 4ND TURN SC4R3D 4G41N.
Wu4Tt 4r3 YOUR PLANS?”

“TO k33p RUNNING.”

“YOu kNOw T3 W4R’s ONP”

“1 H34RD.”

“GOp, 1sN’t 1T FUNNY?” s41D TH3 OLD M4N. “1T s33Ms
s0 rR3MOT3 B3c4us3 w3 H4v3 OUR OWN TROUBL3S.”

“1 p4v3N’T H4D TIM3 TO THINK.” MONT4G DR3W OUuT 4
HUNDR3D DOLL4RS. “1 w4NT TH1S TO st4y wlTH YOU, Us3 1T
4NY w4y TH4T’LL H3LP WH3N 1’M cON3.”

“Bur—~

“1 m1caT B3 D34D BY NOON; US3 TH1S.”

F483r NODD3D. “YOU’D B3TT3R 134D FOR TH3 R1V3R 1F
YOU c4N, FOLLOW 4L.0ONG 1T, 4ND 1F YOU c4N uHlT TH3 OLD
R41LRO4D LIN3s cOING Out INTO TH3 COUNTRY, FOLLOW
TH3M. 3v3N THOUGH PrR4cCTlC4LLY 3Vv3RYTHING’S 41RBORN3
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TH3S3 D4Ys 4ND MOsT OF TH3 TR4CKS 4R3 4B4NDON3D, TH3
R41Ls 4Rr3 sTlLL TH3R3, RUSTING. 1'v3 H34RD TH3R3 4R3
stlLL. HOBO c4mps 4Ll 4crOss TH3 COUNTRY, H3R3 4ND
TH3R3; WALKING c4mps TH3Y c4LL TH3M, 4ND 1F YOU K33P
WALKING F4R 3NOUGH 4ND K33P 4N 3y3 P331L3D, TH3Y S4Y
TH3R3’S LOTS OF OLD H4RrRv4RD D3GR33s ON TH3 TR4CKS
B3TW33N H3R3 4ND LO0s 4NG31.3s. MOsT OF TH3M 4R3 W4N-
13D 48D HUNT3D 1IN TH3 clTl13s. Tu3y survlv3, 1 Gu3ss.
Tu3R3 4rR3N’T M4ANY OF TH3M, 48D 1 Gu3ss TH3 GOV3RN-
M3NT’S N3V3R cONSID3R3D TH3M 4 GR34T 3NOUGH D4NG3R
170 ¢0 IN 4ND TR4cKk TH3M DOWN. YOU MmlgHT HOL3 UP
wltH TH3M FOR 4 TIM3 4ND 63T 1IN TOUCH WlTH M3 1IN ST.
LOuls, I'm 1L.34vING ON TH3 F1v3 4.M. BUS TH1S MORNING,
TO $33 4 R3TIR3D PRINT3R TH3R3, 1'M G3TTING OUT INTO
TH3 0P3N MYS3LF, 4T 1.4sT. TH3 MON3Y wlLL B3 PUT TO cOOD
Us3. Tu4nks 4Np GOp BL3ss YOu. DO YOu w4nT 1O s1.33p 4
F3w M1INUT3s?”

“I’D B3TT3R RUN.”

“L3T1’s cu3ck.”

H3 100k MONT4G QUlckry INTO TH3 B3DROOM 4ND
L1FT3D 4 P1cTUR3 FR4M3 45103, R3v34LING 4 T3L3v1s1ON
SCR33N TH3 s1z3 Or 4 pPOsT4L c4rp. “1 4Lw4ys w4ANT3D
sOM3THING V3RY sm4LL, sOM3THING 1 cOuLp T4LK TO,
sOM3tHING 1 cOuLD BLOT OUuT WlTH TH3 P4LM OF MY H4ND,
1r N3c3ss4ry, NOTHING TH4T cOULD sHOUT M3 DOWN,
NOTHING MONSTROUS BlG. SO, YOU $33.”

H3 sn4pp3Dp 1T ON. “MONT4G,” TH3 TV S3T s41D, 4ND
L1t vp. “M-0-N-T-4-G.” Ta3 N4Mm3 w4s sp3LL3D OuT BY
T3 v01c3. “Guy MONT4G. ST1LL RUNNING. POL1c3 BH3L1-
cOrT3Rs 4Rr3 UP. 4 N3w M3cu4Nlc4r. HOunp n4s B33N
BROUGHT FROM 4NOTH3R D1STRlCT—"

MONT4G 4ND F4B3R LOOK3D 4T 34cH OTH3R.

“—M3cu4nlc4r. HOunp N3v3R F41rs. N3v3r sInc3
11s F1RsT Us3 1IN TR4CKING QU4RRY H4S TH1S INCR3D1BL3
INV3NTION M4D3 4 m1sT4k3. TON1GHT, THIS N3TWORK 1S
PROUD TO H4v3 TH3 OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW TH3 HOUND
BY c4M3R4 uH3L1cOPT3R 45 1T ST4RTS ON 1TS W4Y TO TH3
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T4RG3T—"

F4B3r POUR3D TWO GL4ss3s OF wHIsky. “W3’LL N33D
TH3s3.”

Tu3Y DR4NK.

“—N0s3 s0 s3nxsltlv3 TH3 M3cu4N1lc4r. HOUND c4N
R3M3MB3R 4ND 1D3NTIFY T3N THOUS4ND ODOR-1ND3x3s ON
T3N THOUSAND M3N w1lTHOUT R3-s3TTING!”

F483Rr TR3MBL3D TH3 L34sT B1T 4ND LOOK3D 4B0UT 4T
H1ls HOUS3, 4T TH3 W4LLS, TH3 DOOR, TH3 DOORKNOB, 4ND
TH3 cu4lr wH3r3 MONT4G NOwW s41. MONT4G s4w TH3
LOOk. Tu3y BOTH LOOK3D QUlckLry 4B0uT TH3 HOUS3 4ND
MONT4G F3rT H1S NOSTRILS D11.4T3 4ND H3 KN3W THAT H3
w4s TRYING TO TR4cK HIMS3LF 4ND H1S NOs3 w4s SUDD3NLY
G00Dp 3NOUGH TO $3Ns3 TH3 P4TH H3 H4D M4D3 1IN TH3 41R
Or a3 ROOM 4ND TH3 sw34T OF H1S H4ND HUNG FROM TH3
DOORKNOB, INv1s1BL3, BUT 4s NUM3ROUS 4s TH3 J3w3Ls OF
4 sm41LL cHAND3L13R, H3 w4s 3vBRYWH3R3, 1IN 4ND ON 4ND
480uTt 3v3RrYTHING, H3 W4s 4 LuMINOus cLOUD, 4 GHOST
TH4T M4D3 BR34THING ONC3 MOR3 1mpOss1BL3. H3 s4w
F4B3r stOp ur H1S OWN BR34TH FOR F34R OF DRAWING TH4T
GHOsT INTO H1s OwN BODY, P3RH4PS, B3ING CONTAMINAT3D
wltH TH3 PHANTOM 3XH41.4T10NS 4ND ODORS OF 4 RUNNING
M4N.

“Tu3 M3cu4nlc4r. HOunD 1s NOw 14ANDING BY H3LI-
cOprT3R 41 T3 s1T3 OF TII3 BURNING!”

4ND TH3R3 ON TH3 SM4LL SCR33N w4s TH3 BURNT HOUS3,
4nDp TH3 cROWD, 4ND sOM3THING WlTH 4 sH33T OV3R 1T
4N Out OF TH3 SKY, FLUTT3RING, c4M3 TH3 H3L1cOPT3R
L1k3 4 ¢crROT3sQU3 FLOW3R.

SO ta3Y MUST H4V3 TH31R G4M3 OuT, THOUGHT MONT4G.
Tu3 clrcus must G0 ON, 3v3Nn wlTH W4R B3GINNING
wlTtHIN TH3 HOUR. . ..

H3 w4tca3p TH3 sc3n3, F4scIN4T3Dp, NOT wWANTING
1O MOV3. 1T $33M3D SO R3MOT3 4ND NO pP4rT OF HlM; 1T
w4s 4 14y 4p4RT 4ND $3P4Rr4T3, WONDROUS TO w4TCH, NOT
wlTHOUT 1TS STRANG3 PL34SUR3. TH4T’S 4LL FOR M3, YOU
THOUGHT, TH4T’S 4LL T4K1NG pL4C3 JUST FOR M3.
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1r 03 wlsu3p, 3 cOuLb LING3R H3R3, 1IN cOMFORT,
4ND FOLLOW TH3 3NTIR3 HUNT ON THROUGH 1TS SWI1FT
pH4S3s, DOWN 4LL3Ys 4CROsS STR33Ts, OV3R 3MPTY RUNNING
4v3nu3s, crOssING LOTS 4ND PLAYGROUNDS, WITH P4US3s
H3R3 OrR TH3R3 FOR TH3 N3c3ss4ry cOmMM3Rrcl4rs, up
0tH3R 4LL3ys TO TH3 BURNING HOUS3 OF MR. 4ND MRS.
Bi4ck, 48D sO ON FIN4LLy TO TH1S HOUS3 wlTH F4B3R 4ND
HIMS3LF $34T13D, DRINKING, WHIL3 TH3 3L.3cTR1Cc HOUND
SNUFF3D DOWN TH3 14ST TR41L, SIL3NT 4s 4 prlrFT OF
D34TH 1T1S3LF, sk1pD3D TO 4 H4LT OUTS1D3 TH4T WINDOW
TH3R3. TH3N, 1F H3 Wlsu3p, MONT4G M1GHT R1s3, w4LK
10 TH3 WINDOW, k33p ON3 3Y3 ON TH3 TV scr33n, 0p3N
TH3 WINDOW, 134N Out, LOOK B4cK, 4ND $33 HIMS3LF
DR4M4T17z3D, D3scrRIB3D, M4D3 OV3R, STANDING TH3R3,
LIMN3D 1IN TH3 BRIGHT sM4LL T3L3vIs1ON scR33N FROM
Outslp3, 4 pr4M4 TO B3 w4TcH3D 0Bj3CTlVv3LY, KNOWING
TH4T IN OTH3R P4RLORS H3 W4s 14RG3 4s L1F3, IN FULL
cOLOR, DIM3Ns1ON4LLy P3rF3ct! 4NDp 1F 13 k3pr uls
3v3 p33L3D Qulckry H3 wWOULD s33 HIMS3LF, 4N INSTANT
B3FOR3 OBLIVION, B3ING PUNCTUR3D FOR TH3 B3N3FIT
OF HOW M4NY clvlLl4n p4RLOR-s1TT3RS wHO H4D B33N
wW4Kk3N3D FROM SL33p 4 F3w MINUT3s 4G0 BY TH3 FRANTIC
SIR3NING OF TH31R L1VING-ROOM w4LLs TO cOM3 w4TCH
TH3 B1G G4M3, TH3 HUNT, TH3 ON3-M4N c4RN1V4L.

WOuLp 13 14v3 tIm3 rOr 4 sp33cu? 4s tn3 HOuND
s31z3p HIM, 1IN v1I3w OF 13N OrR TW3NTY OR THIRTY
MILLION P30pPL3, MI1GHTN'T H3 suM UP HIS 3NTIR3 L1F3
1IN TH3 45T W33K 1N ON3 sINGL3 pHR4S3 OR 4 WORD THAT
wOuLD st4y wltH TEH3M LONG 4FT3R TH3. HOUND H4D
TURN3D, CL3NCHING HIM IN ITs M3T4L-PL13R j4ws, 4ND
TROTT3D OFF 1N D4RKN3ss, WHIL3 TH3 c4M3R4 R3M41N3D
sT4110N4RY, W4TCHING TH3 CR34TUR3 DWINDL3 1IN TH3
plsr4nc3, 4 spL3NDID F4D3-0ut! Wh4T cOUuLp H3 s4y 1IN
4 sInGL3 WORD, 4 F3w WORDS, TH4AT WOULD $34R 4LL TH31R
r4c3s 4ND w4k3 TH3M UP?

“Tu3r3,” winlsp3r3D F4B3R.

Out OF 4 H3L.1cOPT3R GLID3D sOM3THING TH4T W4s NOT
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M4cHIN3, NOT 4N1m4L, NOT D34D, NOT 4L1v3, cLOWING
wlTH 4 P41L.3 GR33N LUMINOsITY. 1T STOOD N34R TH3 SMO-
KING RUINS OF MONT4G’s HOUS3 4ND TH3 M3N BROUGHT H1S
D1sc4rD3D FLAM3-THROW3R TO 1T 4ND PUT 1T DOWN UND3R
T3 MUZZzL3 OF TH3 HOUND. TH3R3 W4s 4 wH1RRING, cL1-
CKING, HUMMING.

MONT4G sHOOK H1S H34D 4ND GOT UP 4ND DR4NK TH3
R3sT OF H1S DRINK. “1T’s TIM3. 1’M SORRY 4B0UT TH1S:”

“4s0uT widT? M3? My n0us3? 1 p3s3rv3 3v3RYTHING.
Run, FOR GOD’s s4k3. P3ru4rs 1 c4N D3L4y TH3M
H3R3—"

“W41Tt. Ta3r3’s NO Us3 YOUR B31ING D1scOV3r3D. WH3N
1 1.34v3, BURN TH3 sPrR34D OF TH1s B3D, TH4T 1 TOUCH3D.
BURN TH3 cH41R IN TH3 L1VING ROOM, IN YOUR W4LL INC]-
N3r41OR. W1P3 DOWN TH3 FURNITUR3 wlTH 4L.cOHOL, Ww1P3
TH3 DOOR-KkNOBS. BURN TH3 THROW-RUG 1IN TH3 P4RLOR.
TurN TH3 41R-cONDITIONING ON FULL 1IN 4LL TH3 ROOMS
4ND spr4Y wlTH MOTH-SPR4Y 1F YOU H4v3 1T. TH3N, TURN
ON YOUR L4WN SPRINKL3RS 4s H1GH 4s TH3Y'LL GO 4ND HOS3
OrrF TH3 s1D3w4Lks. WITH 4NY LUCK 4T 4LL, w3 c4N K1LL
TH3 TR41L 1IN H3R3, 4NYw4y..

F43r sH00k Hls H4xp. “1’LL T3ND TO 1T. GOOD LUCK. 1F
w3’R3 BOTH 1IN cO0D H34LTH, N3XT W33K, TH3 W33K 4FT3R,
G31 1IN TOUucH. G3N3Rr4L D3L1v3RY, ST. LOULS. 1’M SORRY
TH3R3’S NO w4y 1 c4N cO wlTH YOU THIS TIM3, BY 34R-
PHON3. Tu4T W4s c00D FOR BOTH OF US. BuT MY 3QUlPM3NT
w4s LImIT3D. YOU $33, 1 N3v3R THOUGHT 1 WOULD US3
1t. Wa4T 4 sliry OLp M4N. NO tTHOUGHT TH3R3. STUPID,
stuPlp. SO 1 H4v3N'T 4NOTH3R GR33N BULL3T, TH3 RIGHT
k1IND, TO puT 1N YOUR 0H34D. GO NOW!”

“ON3 14st THING. QUlck. 4 sulTc4s3, ¢31 1T, FILL 1T
wltH YOUR DI1RT13sT cLOTH3S, 4N OLD sulT, TH3 DIRTI3R
TH3 B3TT3R, 4 sHIRT, SOM3 OLD sN34k3Rs 4ND sOcks. . .”

F4B3Rr w4s cON3 4nD B4cK IN 4 mINUT3. TH3Y $34L3D
TH3 C4RDBO4RD v41.183 wlTH cL34R T4P3. “T0O K33P TH3
4Nc13NT ODOR OF MR. F483R 1N, OF cOURs3,” s41p F4B3Rr
sw34TING 4T1 TH3 JOB.
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MONT4G DOUS3D TH3 3XT3R1OR OF TH3 Vv4L1s3 wlTH
walsky. “1 DON’T w4NT TH4T HOUND PlCkING UP TWO
OpOrs 41 ONc3. M4y 1 14k3 TH1S WHIsKY. 1’LL N33D 1T
r413Rr. Carlst 1 HOP3 TH1S WORKS!”

Tu3y saH00x H4NDS 4641N 48D, GO1NG OuTt OF TH3 DOOR,
TH3Y GLANC3D 4T TH3 TV. Tu3 HOuND w4s ON 11s w4y,
FOLLOW3D BY HOV3RING H3L1cOPT3R c4M3R4s, S1L3NT-
LY, s1L3NTLY, SNIFFING TH3 GR34T N1GHT WIND. 1T wW4s
RUNNING DOWN TH3 FIRST 4LL3Y.

“GO0Dp-BY!”

4ND MONT4G w4s Out TH3 B4cK DOOR L1GHTLY, RUNNING
wltH TH3 HALF-3MPTY v4L1s3. B3alND HIM H3 H34RD
TH3 L4WN-SPRINKLING syst3Mm jump UP, FILLING TH3
D4RK 41R wlTH R41N THAT F3LL G3NTLY 4ND TH3N W1TH 4
sT34DY POUR 4LL 4B0UT, W4SHING ON TH3 s1D3W41LKS, 4ND
DR4INING INTO TH3 4LL3y. H3 c4rrR13D 4 F3w DROPS OF
TH1S R41IN wlTH HIM ON H1S F4¢3. H3 THOUGHT H3 H34RD
TH3 OLD M4N c4LL GOOD-BY, BUT H3-W4SN’T C3RT41N.

H3 r4N v3RY F4sT 4w4Y FROM TH3 HOUS3, DOWN TOW4RD
TH3 R1V3R.

MONT4G R4N.

H3 cOuLp r33L T3 HOUND, L1k3 4uTtUumN, cOM3 cOLD
4ND DRY 4ND SWIFT, L1k3 4 wIND TH4T DIDN'T STIR GR4SS,
TH4T DIDN'T 4R WINDOWS Or DISTURB L34F-sH4D0ws ON
TH3 WHIT3 s1p3w4Lrks 4s 1T P4ss3p. Tu3 HOunp plp NOT
T0UucH TH3 WORLD. 1T c4RR13D 1TS slr3nc3 wltH 1T, SO
YOu cOuLp F33L TH3 slL3nc3 BUILDING uP 4 PR3SSUR3
B3HIND YOU 4LL 4CcROss TOWN. MONT4G F3LT TH3 PR3SSUR3
RISING, 4ND R4N.

H3 st0rr3D FOR BR34TH, ON 1H1s w4y TO TH3 RI1V3R, TO
P33R THROUGH DIMLY LIT wINDOWs OF w4k3N3D HOUS3s,
4AND s4w TH3 s1LHOU3TT3s OF P30PL3 INsID3 w4TcHING
TH31R P4RLOR W4LLS 4ND TH3R3 ON TH3 wW4LLS TH3
M3cu4n1c4r. HOunp, 4 Br341H OF N30N v4POR, sP1D3R3D
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410NG, H3R3 4ND GON3, H3R3 4ND GON3! NOw 41 3LM
T3rr4c3, LINcOLN, 04k, P4rK, 4ND UP TH3 4LL3Y TOW4RD
F4B3r’s H0us3.

GO pr4st, THOUGHT MONT4G, DON'T sTOP, GO ON, DONT
TURN IN!

On TH3 P4RLOR w4rL, F4B3r’s #HOUs3, wltH 1TS
SPRINKL3R syST3M PULSING 1IN TH3 N1GHT 41R.

Tu3 HOunD p4us3D, QUIV3RING.

NO! MO~nt4c n3Lp 10 T3 WINDOW slir. Tuls w4y!
H3r3!

Tu3 prROc41N3 N33DL3 FL1ck3D OuT 4ND 1N, OUT 4ND
IN. 4 sINcL3 cL34r DROP OF TH3 STUFF OF DR34MS F3LL
FROM TH3 N33DL3 45 1T v4N1su3p 1IN TH3 HOUND’S MUZ-
713.

MONT4G H3LD HIs BR34TH, L1k3 4 DOUBL3D FlsT, IN
Hls cu3sT.

Tu3 M3cu4n1lc4r. HOUND TURN3D 4ND PLUNG3D 4w4y
FROM F4B3R’s H0us3 DOWN TH3 4L.L3Y 4G41N.

MONT4G sNn4pp3D H1s G473 TO TH3 sky. Tu3 H3L1cOp-
T3RS W3R3 cLOS3R, 4 GR34T BLOWING Or 1INns3cts 1O 4
sINGL3 L1cHT SOURCS.

WItH 4N 3rFORT, MONT4G R3MIND3D HIMS3LF 4G41N
TH4T THlS W4s NO rFlcrlOn4L 3plsOp3 1O B3 w4TCH3D
ON H1s RUN TO TH3 R1V3R; 1T w4s 1IN 4cTtu4Llty HlS OwWN
cH3ss-G4M3 H3 w4s wlTN3ssING, MOv3 BY MOV3.

H3 sH0ut3p 10 G1v3 H1MS3LF TH3 N3C3sS4RY PUSH 4w4Y
FROM THIS 14sT HOUS3 WINDOW, 4ND TH3 F4scIN4TING
$34Nc3 GOING ON 1IN TaH3R3! H3LL! 48D H3 w4s 4w4y 4ND
GON3! Tu3 4113y, 4 sTR33T, TH3 4LL3Y, 4 STR33T, 4ND TH3
smM3LL OF TH3 R1V3R. L3¢ Out, L3¢ DOWN, L3G OUT 4ND
DOWN. Tw3nty MILLION MONT4GS RUNNING, sOON, 1F
TH3 c4M3R4s c4ucHT HIM. Tw3NTY MILLION MONT4GS
RUNNING, RUNNING L1k3 4N 4Nc13NT FL1Ck3RY K3ysTON3
COM3Dpy, cOps, ROBB3RS, CH4S3RS 4ND TH3 CH4S3D, HUNT3RS
4ND HUNT3D, H3 H4D $33N 1T 4 THOUS4ND TIM3s. B3HIND
alMm NOW TW3NTY M1LL1ON s1L3NTLY B4YING HOUNDS R1cO-
cH313D 4cr0ss P4RLORS, THR33-CcUSHION sHOOTING FROM
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R1GHT W4LL TO c3NTR3 w4LL TO L3FT W4LL, GON3, R1GHT
w4LL, C3NTR3 WA4LL, L3FT w4LL, GON3!

MO~NT4G j4MM3D H1S S34sH3LL TO H1S 34R.

“POL1c3 suce3st 3NTIR3 POPULATION IN TH3 3LM
T3rr4c3 4r34 DO 4s FOLLOWS: 3v3RYON3 1IN 3v3Ry HOUS3
1IN 3v3RY STR33T 0P3N 4 FRONT OR R34R DOOR OR LOOK FROM
TH3 WINDOWS. TH3 FuclTlVv3 c4NNOT 35c4P3 1F 3v3RYON3
I~ T3 N3xT MINUT3 LOOKs FROM 11s n0us3. R34py!”

Or cOurs3! Way a4pN’T TH3Y DON3 1T B3rOR3! WhY, 1N
4L T3 v34gs, 14pN'T Tls ¢4Mm3 B33N TR13D! 3v3RYON3
up, 3v3rYON3 Out! H3 cOuLDN’T B3 M1ss3D! Tu3 ONLY M4N
RUNNING 4L.0ON3 IN TH3 N1GHT clTYy, TH3 ONLY M4N PROVING
uls L3cs!

“41 T3 cOUNT OF T3N NOW! ON3! TwO!”

H3 r3rT TH3 clTY R1S3.

“Tur33!”

H3 r3rT TH3 cl1Y TURN TO 1TS THOUS4NDS OF DOORS.

F4s13r! L3¢ ur, L3¢ DOWN!

“FOur!”

THu3 p30rL3 sL33PWALKING 1IN TH31R H4LLWA4YS.

“F1v3!”

H3 r3rT TH31R H4NDS ON TH3 DOORKNOBS!

Tu3 sm3LL OF TH3 R1V3R w4s cOOL 4ND L1k3 4 sOLID
R41N. H1s THRO4T W4s BURNT RUST 4ND H1s 3Y3s W3R3 w3PT
DRY WITH RUNNING. H3 Y3LL3D 4s 1F TH1S Y3LL wOULD J3T
H1M ON, FLING H1M TH3 L4ST HUNDR3D Y4RDS.

“S1x, s3v3N, 3lcut!”

Tu3 pOORKNOBS TURN3D ON F1v3 THOUS4ND DOORS.

“NI1In3!”

H3 r4N Out 4w4y FROM TH3 14sT ROW OF HOUS3s, ON 4
sLO0P3 L34DING DOWN TO 4 sOL1D MOVING BL4CKN3sS.

“T3N!”

Tu3 p00rs 0p3N3D.

H3 1m4cIN3p THOUS4NDS ON THOUS4ANDS OF F4c3s
P33RING INTO Y4RDS, INTO 41L.L3YS, 4ND INTO TH3 SKY, F4C3s
H1D BY cURT41NS, P41L3, N1GHT-FRIGHT3N3D F4c3s, L1k3
GR3Y 4N1m4Ls P33RING FROM 31L.3cTR1C c4v3s, F4c3s wlTH
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GR3Y cOLORL3ss 3y3s, GR3Y TONGU3s 4ND GR3Y THOUGHTS
LOOKING Out THROUGH TH3 NUMB FL3sH OF TH3 F4C3.

But H3 w4s 41 TH3 R1V3R.

H3 10ucu3p 1T, jusT TO B3 SUR3 1T w4s r341.. H3 w4D3D
IN 4ND SsTRI1PP3D 1IN D4RKN3ss TO TH3 SKIN, sPL4sH3D HI1S
BODY, 4rMS, L3GS, 4ND H34D wWlTH R4W L1QUOR; DRANK
1T 4ND SNUFF3D sOm3 vp HIS NOs3. Tu3N H3 DR3sS3D
IN F4B3r’s OLp cLOTH3S 4ND sH03s. H3 10ss3p nls OwN
crLOTHING INTO TH3 R1V3R 4ND W4TCH3D 1T sw3rT 4w4y.
Tu3N, HOLDING TH3 sulTc4s3, 3 w4Lk3p Out 1IN TH3
RIV3R UNTIL TH3R3 w4s NO BOTTOM 4ND H3 W4s sw3pT
4w4y 1IN TH3 D4RK.

H3 w4s THR33 HUNDR3D Y4RDS DOWNSTR34M WH3N TH3
HOuND r34cH3D TH3 R1V3R. OVv3RH34D TH3 GR34T R4CK3-
TING F4Ns Or TH3 H3L1cOPT3RS HOV3R3D. 4 sTORM OF
LlcHT F3LL UPON TH3 RIV3R 4ND MONT4G D1V3D UND3R
TH3 GR34T 1LLUMIN4TION 45 1F TH3 SUN H4D BROK3N TH3
cLOups. H3 F3LT TH3 R1V3R PULL HIM FURTH3R ON 1TS w4y,
INTO D4RKN3ss. TH3N TH3 L1cHTS swlTcH3D B4ck TO TH3
L4AND, TH3 H3L1cOrPT3RS SW3RV3D Ov3R TH3 clTy 4G4 1N, 45
1r TH3Y H4D P1ck3D UP 4NOTH3R TR41L. TH3Y W3R3 GON3.
Tu3 HOunDp w4s cON3. NOw TH3R3 w4s ONLY TH3 cOLD
R1V3R 4ND MONT4G FLO4TING 1N 4 sUDD3N P34C3FULNS3SS,
4w4y rrROM TH3 c11Y 4ND TH3 L1GHTS 4ND TH3 cH4s3, 4w4y
FROM 3V3RYTHING.

H3 r3r1T 45 1F #3 H4D L3FT 4 s14G3 B3HIND 4ND M4NY
4ctORs. H3 F31T 48 1F 13 H4D L3FT TH3 GR34T $34NC3 4ND
411, TH3 MURMURING GHOsTS. H3 w4s MOVING FROM 4N UN-
R34L1TY TH4T W4s FRIGHT3NING INTO 4 R34L1TY TH4T W4S
UNR34L B3c4Us3 1T w4s N3w.

Tu3 BL4cK 14ND SLID BY 4ND H3 w4s cOING INTO TH3
cOuntrY 4MONG TH3 HILLS: FOR TH3 FIRST TIM3 1IN 4
D0z3N Y34Rs TH3 sT4Rs W3R3 cOMmING Out 4B0v3 HIM, 1N
GR34T PROC3ss10Ns OF wH33LING FIR3. H3 s4w 4 Gr34T
JUGG3RN4UT OF sT4RS FORM 1IN TH3 SKY 4ND THR34T3N TO
ROLL OV3R 4ND CRUSH H1M.
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H3 r.0413D ON H1s B4cK WH3N TH3 v41.1s3 F1LL3D 4ND
s4NK; TH3 R1V3R w4s M1LD 4ND L31sUur3Ly, GOING 4w4y
FROM TH3 P30PL3 WHO 413 sH4DOwWs FOR BR34KF4ST 4ND
st34M FOR LUNCH 4ND v4PORS FOR suPP3R. TH3 R1V3R w4s
v3RY R34L; 1T #3LD HIM cOMFORT4BLY 4ND G4v3 HIM TH3
TIM3 41 14sT, TH3 L31SUR3, TO cONsID3R TH1s MONTH,
TH1S Y34R, 48D 4 L1F311IM3 OF Y34Rs. H3 L1st383D TO H1S
H34RrT sLOw. H1s tHOUGHTS sTOPP3D RUSHING wlTH HIS
BLOOD.

H3 s4w tH3 MOON 1LOW 1IN TH3 SKy NOw. Tu3 mOON
Ta3R3, 4Np TH3 LlcuTt OF TH3 MOON c4us3Dp BY wH4T?
By tu3 suN, Or cOurs3. 4xp w4t Llcurs To3 sun? 1ts
OwN FIR3. 4ND TH3 SUN G03s ON, D4y 4FT3R D4Y, BURNING
4ND BURNING. TH3 sUN 4ND T1M3. TH3 sUN 4ND TIM3 4ND
BURNING. BURNING. TH3 R1V3R BOBBL3D HIM 4LONG G3NT-
LY. BURNING. TH3 suN 4ND 3v3RY cLOCK ON TH3 34RTH. 1T
411 c4m3 TOG3TH3R 4ND B3c4M3 4 SINGL3 THING 1N HI1S
MIND. 4¥T3R 4 LONG TIM3 OF rLO4TING ON TH3 L4ND 4ND
4 sHORT TIM3 OF FLO4TING IN TH3 R1V3R H3 KN3W WHY H3
MUST N3V3R BURN 4G41N 1IN H1S L1F3.

TH3 suN BURN3D 3v3ry D4y. 1T BURN3D T1wm3. TH3
WORLD RUSH3D IN 4 cIrRcL3 4ND TURN3D ON 1Ts 4x1s 4ND
TIM3 w4s BUSY BURNING TH3 Y34Rs 4ND TH3 P30pPL3 4Ny-
w4y, wlTHOUT 4NY H3LP FROM HIM. SO 1F H3 BURNT THINGS
wl1TH TH3 F1IR3M3N, 4ND TH3 SUN BURNT T1M3, TH4T M34NT
THAT 3Vv3RYTHING BURN3D!

ON3 OF TH3M H4D TO sTOP BURNING. TH3 sUN WOULDN’T,
c3rT41INLy. SO 1T 1LOOK3D 45 1F 1T 54D TO B3 MONT4G
4xp T3 P30PL3 H3 H4D WORK3D WlTH UNTIL 4 F3wW SHORT
HOURS 4G0. SOM3wH3R3 TH3 s4VING 4ND PUTTING 4w4y
14D TO B3G1IN 4G641N 4ND sOM30N3 H4D TO DO TH3 s4vING
4ND K33P1NG, ON3 w4y Or 4NOTH3R, 1N BOOKS, 1N R3CORDS,
In P30rPL3’s H34DS, 4NY w4y 4T 4LL SO LONG 4s 1T w4s
s4r3, FrR33 FROM MOTHS, s11Lv3R-F1SH, RUST 4ND DRY-ROT,
4ND M3N wlTH M4TCcH3S. TH3 WORLD w4s FULL OF BURNING
Or 4LL TYP3s 4ND s1z3s. NOw TH3 culLp OF TH3 45B3sTOS-
w34v3R MUsT 0P3N sHOP V3RY SOON.
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H3 rF3rr H1s H33L BUMP LAND, TOUCH P3BBL3S 4ND ROCKS,
scr4p3 s4ND. Tu3 rR1V3R H4D MOV3D H1IM TOW4RD SHOR3.

H3 1.00k3Dp 1IN 41 TH3 GR34T BL4CK CR34TUR3 wWlTHOUT
3v3s Or LlcaT, wlTHOUT su4p3, wltH ONLY 4 s1z3 THAT
W3NT 4 THOUS4ND M1L3s wlTHOUT wANTING TO sTOP, W1TH
1ts Gr4ss H1LLS 4ND FOR3sTs TH4T W3R3 w4lTING FOR
H1M.

H3 13s1t413D TO 1L.34v3 TH3 cOMFORTING FLOW OF TH3
w4t3R. H3 3xp3cT3D TH3 HOUND TH3R3. SUDD3NLY TH3
TR33s M1GHT BLOW UND3R 4 GR34T WIND OF H3L1cOPT3RS.

But TH3R3 w4s ONLY TH3 NORM4L 4UTUMN WIND HIGH
UP, GOING BY L1k3 4NOTH3R R1V3R. WHY W4sN’T TH3 HOUND
RUNNING? Wy u4p T3 s34rcH v33r3D INLAND? MONT4G
L1sT3N3D.

NOtaING. NOTHING.

M1LL13, u3 tHOUGHT. 4LL TH1S cOUNTRY H3R3. L1sT3N
10 11! NOTHING 4ND NOTHING. SO MUCH s1L3NC3, M1LL13,
1 wOND3R HOW YOU'D T4K3 1T? WOULD YOU sHOuUT SHUT UP,
saut up! M11LL13, M1rL13. 4ND 13 w4s s4D.

MI1LL13 w4s NOT H3R3 4ND TH3 HOUND w4s NOT H3R3,
BUT TH3 DRY SM3LL Or H4y BLOWING FROM sOM3 D1sT4-
NT F13LD puT MONT4G ON TH3 14ND. H3 R3M3MB3R3D 4
F4rM H3 H4D v1s1T3D wH3N H3 w4s v3Rry YOUNG, ON3 OF
TH3 R4R3 TIM3s H3 H4D D1scOV3rR3D TH4T SOM3WH3R3
B3HIND TH3 s3v3N v31Ls OF UNR34L1TY, B3YOND TH3 WA4LLS
Or P4RLORS 4ND B3YOND TH3 TIN MO4T OF TH3 clTY, cOWS
cH3W3D GR4ss 4ND PlGs s4T 1IN w4rMm PONDS 4T NOON 4ND
DOGS B4RK3D 4FT3R wH1T3 su33p ON 4 H1LL.

NOw, T3 DRY sM3LL OF nH4Y, TH3 MOTION OF TH3
w4T3Rs, M4D3 HIM THINK OF sL33PING 1IN FR3sH H4Y 1IN
4 LON3LY B4RN 4w4Y FROM TH3 LOUD H1GHW4YS, B3HIND
4 @ul3Tt F4rMHOUS3, 4ND UND3R 4N 4Nc13NT wlNDMILL
TH4T WHIRR3D L1k3 TH3 SOUND OF TH3 P4SSING Y34RS
Ov3ra34p. H3 14y IN T3 #lcH B4RN LOFT 4LL NIGHT,
LI1sT3NING TO D1sT4ANT 4N1Mm4Ls 4ND INS3cTS 4ND TR33S,
TH3 L1TTL3 MOT10NS 4ND STIRRINGS.

DurING T3 NlcuT, H3 THOUGHT, B3LOW TH3 LOFT, H3
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wOuLDp H34R 4 sOunDp L1k3 F33T MOVING, P3ru4Ps. H3
wOuLD T3NS3 4ND slT up. TH3 sOunD wOULD MOV3 4w4y,
H3 wOuLp 113 B4cKk 4ND LOOK Out OF TH3 LOFT WINDOW,
v3rY 14713 1IN TH3 NlGHT, 48D $33 TH3 L1cHTS G0 OuTt IN
TH3 FA4RMHOUS3 1TS3LF, UNTIL 4 v3RY YOUNG 4ND B34UT1-
FUL wOM4N WOULD slT IN 4N UNLIT WINDOW, BR41DING
H3R H41R. 1T WOULD B3 H4RD TO $33 H3R, BUT H3R F4C3
wOuLD B3 L1k3 TH3 F4c3 OF TH3 G1RL sO LONG 4G0 1IN HI1s
p4st NOw, sO v3ry LONG 4G0, TH3 GIRL WHO H4D KNOWN
TH3 W34TH3R 4ND N3Vv3R B33N BURN3D BY TH3 F1R3-FL13s,
TH3 GIRL wWHO H4D KNOWN wWH4T DAND3LIONS M34NT
RUBB3D OFrF ON YOUR cHIN. Tu3N, su3 wOurLb B3 GON3
FROM TH3 W4RM WINDOW 4ND 4PP34R 4G41N UPST41RS 1IN
H3R MOON-wHIT3N3D ROOM. 4ND TH3N, TO TH3 sOUND OF
D34TH, TH3 SOUND OF TH3 J3TS CUTTING TH3 SKY INTO TWO
Br4ck p13c3s B3YOND TH3 HOR1ZON, 03 wOULD L13 1IN TH3
LOFT, HI1DD3N 4ND $4F3, Ww4TCHING THOS3 STRANG3 N3wW
sT4Rrs Ov3R TH3 R1M OF TH3 34RTH, FL331ING FROM TH3 SOFT
cOLOR OF D4WN.

1IN TH3 MORNING H3 WOULD NOT H4Vv3 N33D3D sL33p, FOR
41L TH3 W4RM ODORs 4ND slcuTs OF 4 cOMPL3T3 COUNTRY
N1cHT WOULD H4V3 R3ST3D 4ND SL3PT HIM wHI1L3 H1s 3Y3s
w3R3 wlbp3 4ND H1s MOUTH, WH3N H3 THOUGHT TO T3ST 1T,
w4s H4LF 4 sM1L3.

4ND TH3R3 41 TH3 BOTTOM OF TH3 H4YLOFT ST41R,
w41TING FOR H1M, WOULD B3 TH3 INCR3D1BL3 THING. H3
wOULD sT3P C4R3FULLY DOWN, IN TH3 PINK L1GHT OF 34RLY
MORNING, sO FuLLy 4w4RrR3 OF TH3 WORLD TH4T H3 WOULD
B3 4FRr41D, 4ND sT4ND OV3R TH3 sM4LL MI1R4cL3 4ND 4T
L4st B3ND TO TOUCH 1T.

4 c00L cr4ss OF FR3sH MI1LK, 4ND 4 F3w 4PPL3s 4ND
P34Rs 141D 41 TH3 FOOT OF TH3 ST3PS.

Tuls w4s 41L H3 WANT3D NOw. SOM3 sloN TH4T TH3
ImM3Nns3 wORLD wOULD 4cc3pt HIM 4ND Glv3 HIM TH3
LONG TIM3 N33D3D TO THINK 4LL TH3 THINGS TH4T MUST
B3 THOUGHT.

4 c14ss Or Mm11K, 4N 4rrL3, 4 P34R.
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H3 st3prr3D FROM TH3 R1V3R.

TH3 14ND RUSH3D 41 HIM, 4 TID4L w4v3. H3 w4s
CRUSH3D BY D4RKN3ss 4ND TH3 LOOK OF TH3 cOUNTRY 4ND
T3 M1LL10ON ODORS ON 4 wWIND TH4T 1c3D 1Hls BODY. H3
F3LL B4CK UND3R TH3 BR34KING CURV3 OF D4RKN3SS 4ND
SOUND 4ND sM3LL, H1S 34RrRs RO4rRING. H3 wHIRL3D. TH3
sT4RS POUR3D OV3R H1s slcHT L1k3 Fr4MING M3130Rs. H3
wANT3D TO PLUNG3 1IN TH3 R1V3R 4G41N 4ND L3T 1T 1DL3
H1M s4r31Ly ON DOWN sOM3wH3R3. TH1s D4RK L4AND RI1SING
w4s 1L1k3 TH4T D4Y 1IN H1S cHlLDHOOD, sWIMMING, WH3N
FROM NOwH3R3 TH3 14RG3ST W4v3 1IN TH3 HISTORY OF
R3M3MB3RING sL.4MM3D HIM DOWN 1IN s4L.T MUD 4ND GR33N
D4RKN3SS, WAT3R BURNING MOUTH 4ND NOs3, R3TCHING H1S
stOM4cH, scr34Mm1Nnc! TOO mucH w4T3R!

TOO MmucH L4AND.

Outr OrF TH3 BL4cKk w4LL B3FOR3 Hlwm, 4 wHlsp3r. 4
su4p3. 1IN TH3 su4pr3, TWO 3v3s. Tu3 Nlcut LOOKING 4T
alm. T3 FOR3sT, s331NG H1M.

T3 HOunp!

4rFT3R 4LL TH3 RUNNING 4ND RUSHING 4ND sw34TING 1T
Out 4ND H4LF-DROWNING, TO cOM3 TH1S F4R, WORK THI1S
H4RD, 4ND THINK YOURS3LF $4F3 4ND slcH wlTH R3L13F
4ND cOM3 Out ON TH3 14AND 4T 1.4sT ONLY TO FIND . . .

T3 HOunb!

MONT4G G4v3 ON3 14sT 4G0N1z3D sHOuTt 4s 1F THIS
w3Rr3 100 MmUCH FOR 4NY M4N.

Tu3 su4pr3 3xpLOD3D 4w4y. TH3 3v3s v4n1su3p. TH3
L.34rP1L3s FL3W UP 1IN 4 DRY SHOW3R.

MONT4G W4s 41.0N3 1IN TH3 W1LD3RN3SS.

4 p33rR. H3 sM3LL3D TH3 H34vY MUSK-L1K3 P3RFUM3
MINGL3D wltH BLOOD 4ND TH3 GUuMM3D 3xH414T10ON OF
TH3 4N1Mm4L’s BR34TH, 4LL c4RD4AMON 4ND MOss 4ND R4G-
w33D OpOR 1IN TH1S HUG3 N1GHT WH3R3 TH3 TR33S R4AN 4T
H1M, PULL3D 4w4y, R4N, PULL3D 4w4y, TO TH3 PULS3 OF TH3
H34RT B3HIND H1S 3Y3s.

Tu3r3 MmusT H4v3 B33N 4 B1LLION 1.34v3s ON TH3 1L4ND;
03 w4p3D 1IN TH3M, 4 DRY R1V3R sM3LLING OF HOT cLOV3s
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4ND W4RM DUST. 4ND TH3 OTH3R sm3LLs! TH3r3 w4s 4
sM3LL L1k3 4 cutr pOT410 FROM 4LL TH3 1L4ND, R4W 4ND
cOLp 4ND wHIT3 FROM H4VING TH3 MOON ON 1T MOsT OF
TH3 Nlcur. TH3R3 w4s 4 sm3LL LI1k3 pPlckL3s FrROM 4
BOTTL3 4ND 4 sM3LL L1k3 P4RsL.3Y ON TH3 T4BL3 4T HOM3.
Tu3Rr3 w4s 4 r41INT Y3LLOW ODOR L1K3 MUST4RD FROM 4
J4Rr. Tu3R3 w4s 4 smM3LL L1k3 c4rRN4T10NS FROM TH3 Y4RD
N3xT DOOR. H3 puT DOWN H1Ss H4AND 4ND F3LT 4 w33D R1s3
vP L1k3 4 culrp BrRUSHING HIM. H1s FING3Rs sM3LL3D OF
L1QuOR1c3.

H3 st00p BR34THING, 4ND TH3 MOR3 H3 BR34TH3D
TH3 1LAND 1IN, TH3 MOR3 H3 w4s F1LL3D UP wlTH 4LL TH3
p3141Ls OF TH3 L4ND. H3 w4s NOT 3mPTY. TH3R3 W4s MOR3
TH4N 3NOUGH H3R3 TO Fl1LL HIM. TH3R3 WOULD 41.W4YS B3
MOR3 TH4N 3NOUGH.

H3 w41x3p 1IN T3 sH4LL0w T1D3 OF 1.34v3s, STUM-
BLING.

4ND 1IN TH3 M1DDL3 OF TH3 STRANG3N3SS, 4 F4m1L14-
RITY.

H1s rFOOT H1T SOM3THING TH4T RANG DULLY.

H3 M0v3Dp Hls H4ND ON TH3 GROUND, 4 Y4RD TH1S w4y,
4 YARD THA4T.

Tu3 r41LR04D TR4CK.

Tu3 tR4ck TH4T c4M3 Our OF TH3 CclTY 4ND RUST3D
4cr0ss TH3 L4ND, THROUGH FOR3sTs 4ND wOODS, D3s3RT3D
NOw, BY TH3 R1V3R.

H3Rr3 w4s TH3 p4TH TO WH3R3V3R H3 w4s cOInc. H3Rr3
w4s TH3 SINGL3 F4Mm1L14R THING, TH3 M4Glc cH4RM H3
M1GHT N33D 4 L1TTL3 wH1L3, T0 TOUCH, TO F33L B3N34TH
H1s F33T, 4s 13 MOV3D ON INTO TH3 BR4MBL3 BUSH3S 4ND
TH3 14Kk3s OF sM3LLING 4nND F33LING 4ND TOUCHING,
4MONG TH3 WHI1SP3RS 4ND TH3 BLOWING DOWN OF 1.34v3s.

H3 w41.k3D ON TH3 TR4CK.

4Np #H3 w4s surRprRls3D TO L34rN HOW c3rT4IN H3
SUDD3NLY W4s OF 4 sINGL3 F4ct H3 cOuLD NOT PROV3.

Onc3, LONG 460, CL4r1ss3 H4D w4Lk3D H3R3, WH3R3
H3 w4s w4LKING NOw.
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H4LF 4N HOUR 14T3R, cOLD, 4ND MOVING C4R3FULLY ON
TH3 TR4CKS, FULLY 4W4R3 Or H1s 3NT1R3 BODY, H1S F4C3,
H1ls MOuTH, H1s 3Y3s STUFF3D W1lTH BL4CKN3ss, H1S 34Rs
STUFF3D WlTH sOUND, H1S 1.3GS PR1CKL3D WITH BURRS 4ND
N3T1TL3S, H3 s4w TH3 F1R3 4H34D.

Tu3 F1r3 w4s cON3, TH3N B4cK 4641N, L1k3 4 wINKING
3v3. H3 st0rr3D, 4FR41D H3 M1cHT BLOW TH3 FI1R3 OUT
wlTH 4 sINGL3 BR34TH. BuT TH3 F1R3 wW4s TH3R3 4ND H3
4pprO4cH3D W4R1Ly, FROM 4 1LONG w4y OFF. 1T TOOK TH3
B3TT3R P4RT OF F1FT33N MINUT3s B3FOR3 H3 DR3W V3RY
cr0s3 Inp33p 1O 1T, 4ND TH3N H3 sTOOD LOOKING 4T 1T
FROM cOv3R. Tudr sm4rr MOTlON, TH3 WHIT3 4ND R3D
cOLOR, 4 STRANG3 FIR3 B3c4us3 1T M34NT 4 DIFF3R3NT
THING TO HIM.

1T w4s NOT BURNING, 1T w4s wARMING.

H3 s4w m4ny vH4nDs H3LD TO 1TS W4RMTH, H4NDS
wlTHOUT 4RMS, HIDD3N IN D4RKN3ss. 4B0v3 TH3 HANDS,
MOTIONL3ss F4c3s TH4T W3R3 ONLy MOV3D 4ND TOSS3D
4ND FL1ck3R3D wlTH FIR3L1GHT. H3 H4DN'T KNOWN F1R3
cOuLp LOOK TtHls w4y. H3 n4p N3v3r THOUGHT 1IN HIS
L1F3 TH4T 1T cOULD G1V3 45 W3LL 45 T4K3. 3v3N 1TS SM3LL
w4s D1FF3R3NT.

HOw LONG H3 sTO0OD H3 D1D NOT KNOW, BUT TH3R3 W4S
4 FOOL1sH 4ND Y3T D3L1c10us s3Ns3 OF KNOWING HIMS3LF
4s 4N 4N1m41. cOM3 FROM TH3 FOR3ST, DR4WN BY TH3 F1R3.
H3 w4s 4 tnlNG OF BRUSH 4ND L1QulD 3Y3, OF FUR 4ND
MuzzL3 48D HOOF, H3 w4s 4 THING OF HORN 4xD BLOOD
THAT WOULD sM3LL L1k3 4utumN 1F YOUu BL3D 1T OuT ON
TH3 GROUND. H3 sT00D 4 1LONG LONG TIM3, L1sT3NING TO
TH3 W4RM CR4CKL3 OF TH3 FL4M3S.

Tu3r3 w4s 4 s1L.3Nc3 c4TH3R3D 4LL 4B0UT TH4T F1R3
4ND TH3 S1L3NC3 w4s IN TH3 M3N’s F4c¢3s, 4ND T1M3 w4s
TH3R3, T1M3 3NOUGH TO s1T BY TH1S RUSTING TR4CK UND3R
TH3 TR33S, 4ND LOOK 4T TH3 WORLD 4ND TURN 1T OV3R wlTH
TH3 3Y3s, 45 1F 1T W3R3 H3LD TO TH3 c3NTR3 OF TH3 BON-
FIR3, 4 p13c3 Or sT33L TH3s3 M3N W3R3 4LL sH4prING. 1T
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w4s NOT ONLY TH3 F1R3 TH4T W4S DI1FF3R3NT. 1T w4s TH3
s1r3nc3. MONT4G MOV3D TOW4RD TH1s sp3cl4L s1L3nc3
THAT W4s cONC3RN3D wlTH 4LL OF TH3 WORLD.

4ND TH3N TH3 v01c3s B3G4N 4ND TH3Y W3R3 T4LKING,
4np B3 cOurb H34R NOTHING OF wHAT TH3 v01c3s s41D,
BUT TH3 SOUND ROs3 4ND F3LL QUl3TLY 4ND TH3 v01c3s
Ww3R3 TURNING TH3 WORLD Ov3R 4ND LOOKING 4T 1T; TH3
v01c3s kN3w TH3 14ND 4ND TH3 TR33s 4ND TH3 clTY wH1lCcH
14y pOwN TH3 TR4cK BY TH3 R1V3R. TH3 v01lc3s T4LK3D
OF 3v3ryTHING, TH3R3 W4s NOTHING TH3Y cOULD NOT T4LK
480uT, H3 KN3W FROM TH3 V3RY c4D3NC3 4ND MOT10N 4ND
cONTINU4L STIR OF cUR10s1TY 4ND WOND3R 1IN TH3M.

4ND TH3N ON3 OF TH3 M3N LOOK3D UP 4ND s4w H1M, FOR
TH3 FIRST OR P3RH4PS TH3 s3V3NTH TIM3, 4ND 4 vO01c3
c41.1.3Dp 10 MONT4G:

“411 R1cut, YOU c4nx cOMm3 Out NOw!”

MONT4G sT3PP3D B4CcK INTO TH3 SH4DOWS.

“I1’s 4LL rRlcHT,” TH3 v01c3 s41p. “YOU'R3 w3LcOM3
H3R3.”

MONT4G W4LKk3D sLOWLY TOW4RD TH3 FIR3 4ND TH3
FIv3 OLb M3N sITTING TH3R3 DR3ss3D IN D4RK BLU3
D3NIM PANTS 4ND J4CK3TS 4ND D4RK BLU3 sults. H3 plp
NOT KNOW wH4T TO s4Y TO TH3M.

“S1t pOWN,” s41p TH3 M4AN wHO s33M3D TO B3 TH3
1.34D3R OF T3 sm4LL GrROUP. “H4v3 sOM3 cOFF33?”

H3 w4tcH3D TH3 D4RK ST34MING M1XTUR3 POUR INTO 4
cOLr4ps1BeL3 TIN cup, wHlcH w4s H4ND3D HIM STR41GHT
Orr. H3 s1rp3D 1T GING3RLY 4ND F3LT TH3M LOOKING 4T
HIM wlTtH cUR1OslTy. H1s L1ps w3R3 sc4LD3D, BUT THAT
w4s c00p. Tu3 r4c3s 4rROUND HIM W3R3 B34RD3D, BUT
TH3 B34RDS W3R3 cL34N, N34T, 4ND TH31R H4NDS W3R3
cL34N. Ta3y 54D sT00D UP 45 1F TO w3LCcOM3 4 GU3ST, 4ND
NOwW TH3Y s4T DOWN 4G41N. MONT4G s1pp3D. “TH4ANKS,” H3
s41p. “TH4NKS V3RY MUCH.”

“YOu'r3 w3LcOm3, MONT4G. MY N4M3’s GR4ANG3R.” H3
H3LD Out 4 sm4rLL BOTTL3 OF cOLORL3ss FLUID. “DRINK
THlS, T00. 1T°LL cu4NG3 TH3 cH3Mlc4L INDp3x Or YOUR
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P3RSPIR4TION. H4LF 4N HOUR FROM NOw YOU'LL SM3LL
L1kx3 W0 OTH3R P30PL3. W1TH TH3 HOUND 4FT3R YOU, TH3
B3sT THING 1s BOTTOMS UP.”

MONT4G DR4NK TH3 BITT3R FLUID.

“YOu'LL sTINK L1k3 4 BOBC4T, BUT TH4T'S 4LL R1GHT,”
s41p GrR4NG3R.

“YOu xNOw MY N4M3;” s41p MONT4G.

GRr4NG3R NODD3D TO 4 PORT4BL3 B4TT3RY TV S3T BY TH3
FIR3.

“W3’v3 watcu3p TH3 cH4s3. F1cUur3D YOU' D WIND UP
sOutH 4LONG TH3 R1V3R. WH3N w3 H34RD YOU PLUNGING
4r0unp Out 1IN TH3 FOR3sT L1Kk3 4 DRUNK3N 3LK, W3
DIDN’T HID3 4s w3 usu4Lry p0. W3 rl1cur3p YOU W3R3 1IN
TH3 R1V3R, WH3N TH3 H3L1cOPT3R c4M3R4S SWUNG B4CK
IN Ov3R TH3 clTYy. SOM3THING FUNNY TH3R3. TH3 cH4s3 1s
sT1LL RUNNING. Tu3 OTH3R W4y, THOUGH.”

“Tu3 OTH3R W4YP”

“L31’s n4v3 4 1L.OOK.”

GRr4ANG3R sN4pp3D TH3 PORT4BL3 v13w3R ON. T3 plc-
TUR3 w4s 4 N1cHTM4R3, cOND3NS3D, 34s1Ly P4ss3D FROM
H4AND TO HAND, 1IN TH3 FOR3sT, 4LL WHIRRING cOLOR 4ND
rFL1cHT. 4 vO1c3 cr13D:

“Tu3 cr4s3 cOnTlNu3s NOrRTH IN TH3 clty! POLlc3
H3L1cOPT3RS 4R3 CONV3RGING ON 4v3NU3 87 4ND 3LM
GrOv3 P4rk!”

GRr4ANG3R NODD3D. “TH3Y'R3 F4K1ING. YOU THR3W TH3M
OrF 41 TH3 R1V3R. TH3Y c4AN’T 4DMIT 1T. TH3Y KNOW TH3Y
c4N HOLD TH3IR 4Up13Nc3 ONry sO LONG. TH3 sHOW’S
cOr 10 H4v3 4 sn4p 3npING, Qulck! 1r TH3Y ST4RT3D
s34rcHING TH3 WHOL3 D4MN RI1V3R 1T MI1GHT T4k3 4LL
Nlcur. SO TH3Y'R3 sNI1FFING FOR 4 sc4r3-c04T 1O 3ND
THINGS W1TH 4 B4ANG. W4TtcH. Tu3Y'LL c4trcH MONT4G 1IN
T3 N3XT F1v3 m1NUuT3s!”

“But nOw—"

“W4rtcn.”

Tu3 c4m3r4, HOV3RING IN TH3 B3LLY OF 4 H3L1cOPT3R,
NOW sWUNG DOWN 4T 4N 3MPTY STR33T.
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“833 tidT?” wilsp3rR3D GRANG3R. “1T°LL B3 YOU; R1GHT
uP 41 TH3 3ND OF TH4T STR33T 1s OUR vlcTlM. S33 HOW
Our c4m3r4 1s cOmING IN? Buliplnc i3 sc3N3. Sus-
P3Ns3. LONG sHOT.

Rlcut NOw, sOM3 POOR F3LLOW 1s Out FOR 4 w4iK. 4
R4r1TY. 4N OpD ON3. DON'T THINK TH3 POLl1C3 DON'T
kKNOw TH3 H4BITS OF QU33R DUCKS L1k3 TH4T, M3N WHO
w4LK MORNINGS FOR TH3 H3LL OF 1T, OrR FOR R34sONs OF
INsOMN14. 4Nyw4y, T3 POL1c3 H4v3 H4D HIM CH4RT3D
FOR MONTHS, Y34RS. N3v3R kKNOw wH3N TH4T SORT OF
INFORM4TION M1GHT B3 H4NDY. 4ND TOD4Y, 1T TURNS OUT,
17’s v3rY Us4BL3 1ND33D. 1T s4v3s r4c3. 0u, GOD, LOOK
TH3R3!”

Tu3 M3N 41 TH3 FIR3 B3NT FORW4RD.

ON TH3 SCR33N, 4 M4N TURN3D 4 cORN3R. TH3 M3cu4n1-
c4r. HOunp rusH3D FORWARD INTO TH3 vI3W3R, SUDD3NLY.
Tu3 u3L1cOpT3R LlGHT sHOT DOWN 4 DO0z3N BRILLI4NT
P1LL4RSs TH4T BUILT 4 c4G3 4LL 4B0UT TH3 M4N.

4 v01c3 crl3p, “Tu3r3’s MONT4G! T3 s34rcu 1s
DON3!”

Tu3 INNOC3NT M4AN sTOOD B3WILD3R3D, 4 cl1G4R3TT3
BURNING 1IN HI1Ss H4ND. H3 sT4R3D 41 TH3 HOUND, NOT
KNOWING whH4T 1T w4s. H3 prOB4BLY N3V3R KN3w. H3
GLANC3D UP 4T TH3 sKY 4ND TH3 w41LING s1r3Ns. TH3
c4m3r4s rusa3p DOwWN. Tu3 HOunp L34pT Up INTO TH3
41r wlTtH 4 RHYTHM 4ND 4 s3Ns3 Or TIMING TH4AT wW4s
INncr3Dp1BLY B34uTlFUL. 1TS N33DL3 sHOT QUT. 1T W4S Ssus-
P3ND3D FOR 4 MOM3NT 1IN TH31R G473, 4s 1F 10 c1v3 TH3
v4sT 4up13Nc3 T1M3 TO 4PPR3C14T3 3v3RYTHING, TH3 RAW
LOOk OF T3 vlcTtlm’s F4¢3, TH3 3MPTY STR33T, TH3 ST33L
4N1m4L 4 BuLL3T NOsING TH3 T4RG3T.

“MONT4G, DONT MOV3!” s41D 4 vO1c3 FROM TH3 SKY.

Tu3 c4Mm3r4 F3LL UvPON TH3 vlcTlMm, 3v3N 4s DID TH3
HOunp. BOTH R34cH3D HIM sImurr4N30usry. Tu3 vlicrlMm
w4s $s31z3D BY HOUND 4ND c4M3R4 1N 4 GR34T sP1D3RING,
cL3NcHING Grlp. H3 scr34M3p. H3 scr34m3p. H3
SCR34M3D!
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Br4cxkOur.

S1L3NG3.

D4RkN3ss.

MONT4G cr13D Out IN TH3 s1L.3NC3 4ND TURN3D 4w4y.

S1L3NcC3.

4ND TH3N, 4FT3R 4 TIM3 OF TH3 M3N s1TTING 4ROUND
TH3 F1R3, TH31R F4c3s 3xPr3ss10NL3ss, 4N 4NNOUNC3R ON
TH3 D4RK SCR33N s41D, “Tu3 s34rcH 1s Ov3rR, MONT4G 1s
D34D; 4 crRIM3 4G41NsT sOc131Y H4S B33N 4v3NG3D.”

D4RrKN3ss.

“W3 NOw 14K3 YOU TO TH3 SKY ROOM OF TH3 HOT3L LUX
FOR 4 n4LF-00UR OF JusT-B3FOR3-D4WN, 4 PROGR4M Or—"

GR4NG3R TURN3D 1T OFF.

“Tu3y plpN'T sHOw TH3 M4N’S F4c3 1IN rOcus. DIp
YOu NOTlc3? 3v3N YOUR B3sT FRI3NDS cOULDN'T T3LL 1F
It w4s YOu. T3y scrR4MBL3D 1T jusT 3NOUGH TO L3T TH3
IM4G1IN4T10N T4K3 OV3R. H3LL,” H3 wH1sP3R3D. “H3LL.”

MONT4G s41p NOTHING BUT NOw, LOOKING B4CK, s4T
wltH H1s 3Y3s F1x3D TO TH3 BL4NK SCR33N, TR3MBLING.

Gr4NG3R TOUCH3D MONT4G’s 4rM. “W3LcOM3 B4CK
FROM TH3 D34D.” MONT4G NODD3D. GR4ANG3R W3NT ON.
“YOu mlcHut 4s w3LL KNOwW 4LL Or us, NOw. Tals 1s Fr3Dp
CrL3M3NT, FORM3R Occupr4nT OF TH3 THOM4s H4RrRDY cH4 1R
41 C4MBRIDG3 1N TH3 Y34Rs B3FOR3 1T B3Cc4Mm3 4N 410M1C
3NGIN33RING ScHOOL. Tals OTH3R 1s DR. SIMMONS FROM
U.C.L4., 4 sp3cl4r1sT 1IN OrT3G4 Y G45s3T; PROF3ssOR
W3st H3R3 DID QuUlT3 4 BIT FOR 3THICS, 4N 4NCI3NT
sTuDY NOW, FOR COLuMB14 UN1v3Rs1Ty QulT3 sOM3 Y34Rs
460. R3v3r3xD P4DO0v3R H3R3 G4v3 4 F3w L3CTUR3S
THIRTY Y34RS 4G0 4nD LOST HIS FLOCK B3TW33N ON3 SUN-
D4y 4ND TH3 N3XT FOR H1Ss v13ws. H3’s 833N BUMMING
wltH Us sOM3 TIM3 NOw. Mys3LF: 1 wrROT3 4 BOOK c4L1L.3D
Tu3 FING3rs 1N TH3 GLOV3; TH3 PROP3R R314T10NSHIP
B3TW33N TH3 IND1vIDU4L 4ND SOC13TY, 4ND H3R3 1 4M!
W3LcOMm3, MONT4G!”

“1 pON’T B3LONG wlTH YOU,” s41p MONT4G, 4T 14ST,
sLOWLY. “1’v3 B33N 4N 1D10T 4LL TH3 W4y.”
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“W3’r3 us3p 10 TH4T. W3 4LL M4D3 TH3 RIGHT KIND
OF m1sT4k3s, OR w3 WOULDN’T B3 H3R3. WH3N w3 W3R3
s3r4r413 IND1VIDU4LS, 411 W3 H4D w4s R4G3. 1 STRUCK
4 F1r3M4N wH3N H3 c4M3 TO BURN MY L1BR4RY Y34Rs 4GO0.
1'v3 B33N RUNNING 3v3R sInc3. YOu w4nt 10 jOIN Us,
MO~NT4G?P”

“Y3s.”

“Wu4t u4v3 YOu 10 OFr3R?”

“NOtHlING. 1 THOUGHT 1 H4D P4rT OF TH3 BOOK OF
3ccr3s14s13s 4ND M4YB3 4 L1TTL3 OF R3v3L4T10N, BUT 1
H4V3N'T 3v3N TH4T NOW.”

“Tu3 BOOk Or 3ccr3s14st3s wOuLp B3 FIN3. WH3R3
w4s 117~

“H3R3,” MONT4G TOUCH3D H1S H34D.

“4H,” GR4ANG3R sM1L3D 4ND NODD3D.

“Wu4r’s wrONG? 1sN'T todr 4rL rRleur?” s4lp
MONT4G.

“B3rT3R TH4N 4LL R1cHT; P3RF3CT!” GRANG3R TURN3D TO
T3 R3v3R3ND. “D0 w3 14v3 4 BOOx Or 3ccr3s14sT3s?P”

“ON3. 4 M4N N4M3D H4Rrr1s OF YOUNGSTOWN.”

“MONT4G.” GRANG3R TOOK MONT4G’s sHOULD3R F1RM-
LY. “W4Lk c4r3ruLry. Gu4rp YOUR H34rLTH. 1F 4NY-
THING sHOULD H4pP3N TO H4RrR1s, YOU 4rR3 TH3 BOOK OF
3ccr3s14s13s. S33 HOw IMPORTANT YOU'V3 B3cOM3 1N TH3
r4st MmINUT3!”

“Bur 1'v3 FORGOTT3N!”

“NO, NOTHING’S 3v3R LOsT. W3 H4v3 w4dys 10 sH4k3
DOWN YOUR cLINK3Rs FOR YOU.”

“Bur 1’'v3 TR13D TO R3M3MB3R!”

“DON’T TRY. 1TLL cOM3 wi3N W3 N33D 1T. 4LL OF US
H4v3 PHOTOGR4PHIC M3MOR13s, BUT sP3ND 4 LIF3TIM3
L34rRNING HOW TO BLOCK OFF TH3 THINGS TH4T 4R3 R34LLY
IN TH3R3. SIMMONS H3R3 H4s WORK3D ON 1T FOR TW3NTY
v34Rs 4ND NOw w3’v3 cOt TH3 M3THOD DOWN TO WH3R3 W3
c4AN R3c4LL ANYTHING TH4T’S B33N R34D ONc3. WOULD YOU
L1x3, sOM3 p4y, MONT4G, TO R34D PL47T0’s R3puBLlc?”

“Or cOurs3!”
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“l 4m Pr410’s R3puBrLlc. LIk3 10 R34D MA4RCUS
4ur3r.1us? Mr. SIMmMONs 1s M4rcus.”

“HOw p0 YOU DO?” s41D MR. SIMMONS.

“H31L10,” s41p MONT4G.

“1 w4ant YOU T0 M33T JON4THAN SWIFT, TH3 4UTHOR
Or T4t 3vlL rOrltlc4r BOOK, GuLLlv3Rr’S Tr4v3Ls! 4ND
TH1S OTH3R F3LLOW 1s CH4RL3s D4rwlN, 4ND-THIS ON3
1s ScHOr3NH4U3R, 4ND TH1S ON3 1s 3INST31N, 4ND THIS
ON3 H3R3 4T MY 3LBOW 1s MR. 4LB3RT ScHW31TZ3R, 4 V3RY
kIND PHILOSOPH3R IND33D. H3R3 w3 4LL 4Rr3, MONT4G.
4r1sTOPHAN3s 4ND M4ud4t™m4 G4npDH1 4ND G4uTdm4
Buppu4 48D CONFuclus 48D THOM4s LOv3 P34cOck 4ND
TnOm4s J3rr3rsON 4ND MR. LINCOLN, 1F YOU PL34s3. W3
4r3 4150 M4T1TH3W, M4RK, LUK3, 4ND JOHN.”

3v3RrRYON3 14ucH3D QU13TLY.

“11 c4N’T B3,” s41D MONT4G.

“It 1s,” r3rL13D GR4NG3R, sMILING. “W3’R3 BOOK-
BURN3RS, TOO. W3 Rr34D TH3 BOOKS 4ND BURNT TH3M,
4rr41D TH3Y'D B3 FOUND. M1CRO-FILMING DIDN’T P4y OFF;
w3 W3R3 41w4ys TR4V3LLING, W3 DIDNT w4NT TO BURY
TH3 F1LM 4ND cOM3 B4cK 14T3R. 41w4ys TH3 cH4Nc3 OF
D1scOv3ry. B3TT3R TO k33P 1T IN TH3 OLD H34DS, WH3R3
NO ON3 c4n s33 11 Or susp3ct 1T. W3 4R3 4LL BITS 4ND
r13c3s OF HISTORY 4ND L1T3R4TUR3 4ND INT3RN4TION4L
14w, BYRON, TOM P41N3, M4cul4v3LLl, Or CHRrIST, 1T’S
H3R3. 4ND TH3 HOUR 1s 14T13. 4ND TH3 W4R’S B3GUN. 4ND
w3 4Rr3 Out H3R3, 4ND TH3 clTY 1s TH3R3, 4LL WR4PP3D
vpP IN 11s OWN c04t OF 4 THOUS4AND cOLORS. WH4T DO YOU
THINK, MONT4GP”

“1 THINK 1 W4s BLIND TRYING TO DO THINGS MY W4y,
PLANTING BOOks 1IN FIR3M3N’s HOUS3s 4ND s3NDING 1IN
414RMS.”

“YOu plp wua4Tt YOUu H4D TO DO. C4Rrr13D Outr ON 4
N4T10N4L sc413, 1T m1lcHT H4v3 WORK3D B34UTIFULLY.
Burt Our w4y 1s sIMPL3R 4ND, w3 THINK, B3TT3R. 4LL W3
w4ANT TO DO 1s k33p TH3 KNOWL3DG3 W3 THINK W3 WI1LL
N33D, INT4cT 4ND s4F3. W3'R3 NOT Out TO INncIT3 OR
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4ANG3R 4NYON3 Y3T. FOR 1F w3 4R3 D3sTROY3D, TH3 KNOWL3-
DG3 1s 34D, P3RH4PS FOR GOOD. W3 4R3 MOD3L c1T1Z3Ns,
IN Our OwN sp3cl4r w4y; w3 w4LK TH3 OLD TR4CKS, W3
L13 1IN TH3 H1LLS 4T NlcHT, 4ND TH3 clty P30PL3 L3T
Us B3. W3'r3 stOrr3D 4ND $34RcH3D Occ4s10N4LLy, BUT
TH3R3’s NOTHING ON OUR P3RSONS TO INCRIMIN4T3 Us. TH3
OrRG4N1z4T1ON 1s FL3x1BL3, V3RY L00s3, 4ND FR4GM3N-
T4RY. SOM3 OF Us H4v3 H4D PL4STIC SURG3RY ON OUR F4C3s
4ND FING3RPRINTS. R1GHT NOW w3 H4v3 4 HORRIBL3 JOB;
w3'R3 w4lTING FOR TH3 W4R TO B3GIN 4ND, 45 QUlCKLy,
3nD. 11°s NOT PL34s4NT, BUT TH3N W3'R3 NOT 1IN cONTROL,
w3’R3 TH3 OpD MINORITY CRYING IN TH3 WILD3RN3sS.
WHa3N TH3 W4R’Ss OV3R, P3RH4PS W3 c4N B3 OF sOM3 Us3 1IN
TH3 WORLD.”

“DO0 YOU R34y THINK TH3Y'LL L1ST3N TH3NP”

“1F NOT, W3’LL jusT H4v3 1O w4lT. W3'LL p4ss TH3
BOOKs ON TO OUrR cHILDR3N, BY WORD Or MOUTH, 4ND L3T
OUR cHI1LDR3N w41T, IN TURN, ON TH3 OTH3R P30PL3. 4 LOT
wlLL B3 LOsT TH4T W4Y, OF cOURs3. BuT YOU c4N'T M4K3
p30pPL3 L1sT3N. TH3Y H4v3 TO cOM3 ROUND 1N TH31R OWN
TIM3, WOND3RING WH4T H4PP3N3D 4ND WHY TH3 WORLD
BL3W UP UND3R TH3M. 1T C4N'T 1.4ST.”

“HOw m4ny OF YOU 4R3 TH3R3P”

“Tu0us4nps ON TH3 RO4DS, TH3 4B4NDON3D R41LTR4CKS,
TON1GHT, BURNS ON TH3 Outslp3, LI1BR4R13s INsID3.
1T w4sN’T PLANN3D, 4T F1RsT. 34cH M4N H4D 4 BOOK H3
w4ANT3D TO R3M3MB3R, 4ND D1D. TH3N, Ov3R 4 P3R10D OF
TW3NTY Y34Rs Or s0, w3 M3T 34cH OTH3R, TR4V3LLING, 4ND
GOt TH3 L00s3 N3TWORK TOG3TH3R 4ND $3T OUT 4 PLAN. TH3
MOST IMPORTANT SINGL3 THING W3 H4D TO POUND INTO OUR-
s3Lv3s w4s TH4T w3 W3R3 NOT 1MPORTANT, W3 MUSTN'T B3
P3D4ANTS; W3 W3R3 NOT TO F33L sUP3R10R TO 4NYON3 3153 1N
TH3 WORLD. W3’R3 NOTHING MOR3 TH4N DUST-J4CK3TS FOR
BOOks, OF NO sleN1Flc4nc3 Ota3rwls3. SOM3 OF us L1v3
IN sm4LL TOWNS. CH4PT3R ON3 OF THOR34U’s W4LD3N 1IN
Gr33N R1v3Rr, CH4PT3R TWO IN WI1LLOW F4rM, M41N3.
Why, TH3R3’S ON3 TOWN 1N M4RYLAND, ONLY TW3NTY-S3V3N
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p30rL3, NO BOMB'LL 3v3R TOUCH TH4T TOWN, 1s TH3 cOM-
PL3T3 3ss4ys Or 4 M4N N4m3D B3RrTR4ND Russ3LL. Plck
UP TH4T TOWN, 4L.MOsT, 4ND FL1P TH3 P4G3s, sO M4NY P4G3S
TO 4 P3RSON. 4ND WH3N TH3 W4R’S Ov3R, sOM3 D4y, sOM3
v34R, TH3 BOOKs c4N B3 WRITT3N 4G41N, TH3 P30PL3 W1LL
B3 c4LL3Dp 1IN, ON3 BY ON3, TO R3clT3 wWH4T TH3Y KNOW
4Np W3'LL S3T 1T UP IN TYP3 UNTIL 4NOTH3R D4RK 4G3,
wH3N w3 M1GHT H4v3 TO DO TH3 WHOL3 D4MN THING OV3R
4G41N. But TH4T’s TH3 WOND3RFUL THING 4B0UT M4N; H3
N3v3R ¢3Ts sO D1scOUrR4G3D Or D1sGcusT3D THAT H3 G1v3s
uP DOING 1T 4LL Ov3R 4G41N, B3c4us3 H3 KNOWS V3RY
W3LL 1T 1s IMPORTANT 4ND WORTH TH3 DOING.”

“Wa4rt p0 w3 D0 TON1GHT?” 45K3D MONT4G.

“W4lTt,” s41p Gr4NG3R. “4ND MOV3 DOWNSTR34M 4
L1tTL3 w4y, JusT 1N c4s3.”

H3 B364N THROWING DUST 4ND DIRT ON TH3 F1R3.

Tu3 O0TH3R M3N H3LP3D, 4ND MONT4G H3LP3D, 4ND
TH3R3, 1IN TH3 WILD3RN3ss, TH3 M3N 4LL MOv3D TH31R
H4ANDS, PUTTING OuT TH3 F1R3 TOG3TH3R.

Tu3y sT00D BY TH3 R1V3R 1IN TH3 ST4RLIGHT.

MONT4G s4w TH3 LuMINOUSs D141 OF H1s w4T3RPROOF.
F1v3. F1v3 0’ct.Ock 1IN TH3 MORNING. 4NOTH3R Y34R
Tlck3D BY IN 4 sINGL3 HOUR, 4ND D4WN w41TING B3YOND
TH3 F4R B4NK OF TH3 R1V3R.

“Wny p0 YOU TRUST M3?” s41D MONT4G.

4 M4N MOv3D 1N TH3 D4RKN3SS.

“Ta3 LO0Ok OF YOU’s 3NOucH. YOU H4V3N'T s33N YOURS3-
LF 1N 4 M1RROR L4T3Ly. B3YOND TH4T, TH3 ClTY H4S N3V3R
c4r3p sO mucH 480uTt Us TO BOTH3R WlTH 4N 3L4BOR4T3
cu4s3 11k3 THIs TO FIND Us. 4 F3w cr4ckpOTs WlTH
v3Rrs3s IN TH31IR H34DS c4N'T TOUCH TH3M, 4ND TH3Y
KNOW 1T 4xD w3 kNOw 11; 3v3RYON3 kNOws 1T. SO LONG
4s T3 v4sT POPULATION DO3sN’T wAND3R 4B0UT QUOTING
TH3 M4GN4 Cu4r14 48D TH3 CONsTITUTION, 1Ts 4LL
RlcHT. TH3 FIR3M3N W3R3 3NOucH TO cu3ck TH4T, NOW
4nD TH3N. NO, T3 c1T13s DONT BOTH3R US. 4ND YOU LOOK
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L1k3 u3LL.”

Tna3y MOv3D 41.0NG TH3 B4ANK OF TH3 R1V3R, GOING
sOutH. MONT4G TRI3D TO $33 TH3 M3N’s F4c3s, TH3 OLD
F4c3s #3 rR3M3MB3R3D FROM TH3 FIR3L1GHT, LIN3D 4ND
TIR3D. H3 w4s 1LOOkING FOR 4 BRIGHTN3ss, 4 R3s01v3,
4 trRlumprH OV3R TOMORROW TH4T H4RDLY $33M3D TO B3
TH3R3. P3ru4ps H3 H4D 3xP3CcT3D TH31R F4c3s T0 BURN
4AND GLlTT3R wltH TH3 KNOWL3DG3 TH3Y C4RR13D, TO
GLOW 4s L4ANT3RNS GLOW, wlTH TH3 LlGHT IN TH3M. BUT
411 a3 LlcaT H4D cOM3 FROM TH3 c4mp FIR3, 4ND TH3S3
M3N H4D $33M3D NO D1FF3R3NT FROM 4Ny OTH3RS WHO H4D
RUN 4 LONG R4c3, $s34rcH3D 4 LONG s34rcH, s33N cO00D
THINGS D3STROY3D, 4ND NOW, V3RY 1413, W3R3 G4TH3RING
TO w41t FOR TH3 3ND OF TH3 P4RTY 4ND TH3 BLOWING OUT
Or TH3 14mps. T3y W3R3N'T 4T 4LL c3rRT41IN TH4T TH3
THINGS TH3Y C4RR13D 1IN TH31R H34Ds M1GHT M4K3 3v3RY
FUTUR3 D4WN GLOW W1TH 4 PUR3R L1GHT, TH3Y W3R3 SUR3
Or NOTHING s4v3 TH4T TH3 BOOKS W3R3 ON F1L3 B3HIND
TH31R QU13T 3¥3s, TH3 BOOKS W3R3 w41TING, wlTH TH31R
P4G3s uNcuT, FOR TH3 cusTOM3RS WHO M1GHT cOM3 BY 1IN
14T13R Y34RSs, sOM3 wlTH cL34N 4ND sOM3 wlTH DIRTY FIN-
G3RS.

MONT4G sQUINT3D FROM ON3 F4c3 TO 4NOTH3R 4S TH3Y
W4LK3D.

“DON’T jupG3 4 BOOK BY 1T COV3R,” sOM30N3 s41D.

4ND TH3Y 4LL 14UGH3D QU13TLY, MOVING DOWNSTR34M.

Tu3r3 w4s 4 surR13k 48D TH3 J3TS FROM TH3 c1TY W3R3
GON3 Ov3ru34D LONG B3FOR3 TH3 M3N LOOK3D UP. MONT4G
sT4R3D B4cKk 4T TH3 clty, F4R DOWN TH3 R1V3R, ONLY 4
F41INT GLOW NOw.

“My w1Fr3’s B4ck TH3R3.”

“1’M SORrY TO H34R TH4T. TH3 c1T13s WON’T DO W3LL 1IN
TH3 N3XT F3W D4YS,” s41D GR4NG3R.

“I1’s STRANG3, 1 DON’T M1ss H3R, 1T’s STRANG3 1 DON'T
F33L MUCH OF 4NYTHING,” s41p MONT4G. “3v3N 1F su3
p13s, 1 R341.123D 4 MOM3NT 4G0, 1 DON’T THINK 1'LL F33L
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s4p. 1T 1IsN’T R1GHT. SOM3THING MUST B3 WRONG wWlTH
M3.”

“L1st3N,” s41p GR4NG3R, T4KING HIS 4RM, 4ND
w4Lk1ING wltH H1M, HOLDING 4s1D3 TH3 BUSH3s TO L3T
H1M p4ss. “WH3N 1 w4s 4 B0Y MY GRANDF4TH3R D13D, 4ND
H3 w4s 4 scurLpTOR. H3 w4s 4150 4 v3ry kIND M4N wHO
a4D 4 10T OF LOV3 TO clv3 TH3 WORLD, 4ND H3 H3LP3D
cL34N vp TH3 sLuM 1N Our TOWN; 4ND H3 M4D3 TOYS FOR
Us 4ND H3 DID 4 M1LLION THINGS IN H1S L1F3T1IM3; H3
w4s 41w4ys Busy wltH HIS HANDS. 4ND WH3N H3 D13D, 1
SUDD3NLY R341.1z3D 1 w4sN’T cRYING FOR H1M 4T 4LL, BUT
FOR TH3 THINGS H3 D1D. 1 crR13D B3c4us3 H3 WOULD N3V3R
DO TH3M 4G41N, 13 WOULD N3V3R c4rv3 4NOTH3R P13c3 OF
wO0O0D Or H3LP US R41s3 DOV3s 4ND P1G30Ns 1IN TH3 B4CK
Y4RD OR pL4Y TH3 vIOLIN TH3 w4y H3 D1D, OR T3LL US JOK3s
TH3 w4y 13 plp. H3 w4s p4rT OF Us 4ND wH3N H3 D13D,
411 TH3 4cTlONSs sTOPP3D D34D 4ND TH3R3 w4s NO On3
TO DO TH3M JUST TH3 W4y H3 DID. H3 w4s INplvIpU4L.
H3 w4s 4N 1MPORTANT M4N. 1'v3 N3Vv3R cOTT3N OV3R H1S
D34TH. OFT3N 1 THINK, WH4T WOND3RFUL C4RVINGS N3V3R
c4m3 1O B1RTH B3C4Us3 H3 D13D. HOW M4NY JOK3s 4Rr3
M1ssING FROM TH3 WORLD, 4ND HOW M4NY HOMING P1G30NS
UNTOUCH3D BY H1S H4NDSs. H3 su4pr3D TH3 WORLD. H3 DID
THINGS TO TH3 WORLD. TH3 WORLD W4s BANKRUPT3D OF T3N
MILLION FIN3 4cT10NS TH3 N1GHT H3 P4ss3D ON.”

MONT4G W4Lk3D 1IN s1rL3nc3. “M1LL13, M11LL13,” 3
wH1sP3R3D. “M1LL13.”

“Wn4r?”

“My wlr3, my wlr3. POOrR M1LL13, POOR M1LL13. 1
cAN’T R3M3MB3R 4ANYTHING. 1 THINK OF H3R H4NDS BUT 1
DON'T $33 TH3M DOING 4NYTHING 4T 4LL. TH3Y JUST HANG
TH3R3 4T H3R s1p3s Or TH3Y L13 TH3R3 ON H3R L4pP OR
TH3R3’S 4 c1G4R3TT3 1N TH3M, BUT TH4T’S 4LL.”

MONT4G TURN3D 4ND GLANC3D B4CK.

Wu4rt plp YOu ¢1v3 10 T3 clty, MONT4G?

4su3s.

Wu4t plp a3 0ta3rs ¢1v3 10 34cH OTH3R?
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NOTHINGN3SS.

Gr4NG3R  sTOOD 1OOKING B4ck wltH MONT4G.
“3v3RYON3 MUST L.34v3 sOM3THING B3HIND wH3N H3 D13s,
MY GRANDF4TH3R s41D. 4 culLb Or 4 BOOK Or 4 P41INTING
Or 4 10Us3 Or 4 w4LL BUlLT OR 4 P41R OF sHO3s M4D3. OR
4 G4RD3N PLANT3D. SOM3THING YOUR H4ND TOUCH3D sOM3
w4y sO YOur sOuL H4s sOM3wH3R3 TO 0 wH3N YOU D13,
4Np wH3N P30rPL3 LOOK 41 TH4T TR33 OR TH4AT FLOW3R YOU
PLANT3D, YOU'R3 TH3R3. 1T DO3sN’T M4TT3R WH4T YOU DO,
H3 s41D, sO LONG 4s YOU cH4NG3 sOM3THING FROM TH3 w4y
It w4s B3rOR3 YOU TOUCH3D 1T INTO SOM3THING TH4T’S
LIk3 YOU 4FT3R YOU T4Kk3 YOUR H4NDS 4w4y. TH3 DI1F-
F3R3NC3 B3TW33N TH3 M4N WHO JUST cUTS 1L4WNS 4ND 4
R34L G4RD3N3R 1s 1IN TH3 TOUCHING, H3 s41Dp. TH3 L4WN-
cUTT3R M1GHT JUST 4s W3LL NOT H4v3 B33N TH3R3 4T 4LL;
TH3 G4RD3N3R WILL B3 TH3R3 4 L1r3T1M3.”

GRr4NG3R MOV3D H1s HAND. “MY GRANDF4TH3R SHOW3D
M3 sOM3 V-2 ROck3T Flrms ONc3, F1FTY Y34Rs 4G0. H4v3
YOU 3v3R $33N TH3 4TOM-BOMB MUSHROOM FROM TW(0 HUN-
DR3D M1L3s ur? 11°s 4 pINPRICK, 1T°s NOTHING. W1TH TH3
w1LD3RrRN3ss 4LL 4rROUND 1T.

“My GRANDF4TH3R R4N OFrF TH3 V-2 ROCK3T FlLM 4
D0z3N TIM3s 4ND TH3N HOP3D TH4T sOM3 D4y OUR clT13s
wOuLD Op3N UP 4ND L3T TH3 GR33N 4ND TH3 L4ND 4ND
TH3 WILD3RN3ss IN MOR3, 10 RrR3MIND P30PL3 THA4T
w3'R3 4LL0TT3D 4 L1TTL3 sp4c3 ON 34RTH 4ND THAT W3
SURV1V3 1IN TH4T WI1LD3RN3ss THAT c4N T4Kk3 B4CK WHAT
1t H4s c1v3N, 4s 34s1ry 4s BLOWING 11s BR34TH ON US OR
s3NDING TH3 s34 TO T3LL US w3 4RrR3 NOT sO Blc. WH3N
w3 FORG3T HOW cLOs3 TH3 WILD3RN3ss 1s 1N TH3 N1GHT,
MY GR4NDP4 s41p, sOM3 p4y 1t wlLL cOm3 IN 4ND G3T
us, FOR w3 wlrLL #H4v3 FORGOTT3N HOW T3RRIBL3 4ND
R34L 1T c4N B3. YOU $33?” Gr4NG3R TURN3D T0 MONT4G.
“GRrRANDF4TH3R’S B33N D34D FOR 4LL TH3s3 Y34RS, BUT 1F
YOU L1FT3D MY SkULL, BY GOp, 1IN TH3 cONVOLUT1ONS OF
MY BR41IN YOU'D FIND TH3 B1G RIDG3s OF H1S THUMBPRINT.
H3 10ucu3p M3. 45 1 s41D 34RL13R, H3 W4s 4 scuLPTOR. ‘1
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413 4 ROM4N N4M3D ST4TUS QUO!” H3 s41D 1O M3. ‘STUFF
YOUR 3y3s wlTH WOND3R,” H3 s41D, ‘L1v3 4s 1F YOU'D DROP
D34D IN T3N s3cOnNDs. S33 TH3 WORLD. 1T’s MOR3 F4NT4-
stlc THAN 4NY DR34M M4D3 Or P41D FOR 1IN F4cTOR13s.
4sk NO cu4r4nT33s, 4sKk FOR NO s3curlty, TH3R3 N3V3R
w4s sucH 4N 4N1m4L. 4xp 1F TH3R3 W3R3, 1T WOULD B3
R314713D TO TH3 GR34T sLOTH WH1CH H4NGS UPSID3 DOWN
1IN 4 TR33 4LL D4y 3v3RY D4Y, SL33P1ING 115 L1F3 4w4y. TO
a3LL wlTtH TH4T,” H3 s41D, ‘sH4k3 TH3 TR33 4ND KNOCK
TH3 GR34T sLOTH DOWN ON H1S 485.””

“LO0k!” cr13p MONT4G.

4ND TH3 W4R B3G4N 4ND 3ND3D 1IN THAT INSTANT.

L413Rr, TH3 M3N 4rRO0UND MONT4G cOuLD NOT s4y 1F
TH3Y H4D R34LLY $33N 4NYTHING. P3rH4Ps TH3 M3R3ST
FLOURIsH OF LlcHT 4ND MOTION 1IN TH3 sky. P3ru4ps
TH3 BOMBS W3R3 TH3R3, 4ND TH3 J3TS, T3N M1L3s, F1v3
MI113s, ON3 M11L3 UP, FOR TH3 M3R3ST INSTANT, L1Kk3 GR41N
THROWN Ov3R TH3 H34V3NS BY 4 GR34T sOWING H4ND, 4ND
TH3 BOMBS DRIFTING wWITH DR34DFUL SWIFTN3sS, Y3T
SUDD3N sLOWN3ss, DOWN uPON TH3 MORNING c1Ty TH3Y H4D
L3FT B3HIND. TH3 BOMB4RDM3NT W4s TO 4LL INT3NTS 4ND
pURPOs3s FIN1su3p, ONc3 TH3 j3TS H4D S1GHT3D TH31R
T4RG3T, 4L.3RT3D TH31R BOMB4RD13RS 4T F1v3 THOUS4ND
M11L3s 4N HOUR; 4s Qulck 4s TH3 wH1sP3R OF 4 scYTH3 TH3
w4Rr w4s FINIsH3D. ONC3 TH3 BOMB-R3L3453 w4s YANK3D
1T w4s Ov3Rr. NOw, 4 FULL THR33 s3cONDS, 4LL OF TH3 T1M3
IN H1sTORY, B3FOR3 TH3 BOMBS STRUCK, TH3 3N3MY SHI1PS
TH3MS31LV3s W3R3 GON3 H4LF 4ROUND TH3 v1s1BL3 WORLD,
L1k3 BULL3TS 1IN wHICH 4 s4v4G3 1s14ND3R M1GHT NOT
B3L13v3 B3c4us3 TH3Y W3R3 INv1s1BL3; Y3T TH3 H34RT 1S
SUDD3NLY SH4TT3R3D, TH3 BODY F4LLS 1N s3P4r4T3 MOT10-
Ns 4ND TH3 BLOOD 1s 4sTON1sH3D TO B3 FR33D ON TH3 41R;
TH3 BR41N sQU4ND3Rs 1Ts F3w PR3c10us M3MOR13s 4ND,
PUZZL3D, D13s.

Tuls w4s NOT TO B3 83L13v3D. 1T W4s M3R3LY 4 G3STURS.
MONT4G s4w TH3 FLIRT OF 4 GR34T M3T14L FlsT Ov3R TH3
F4R c1Ty 48D H3 KN3W TH3 SCR34M OF TH3 J3TS THAT WOULD
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L34v3 NO sTON3 ON 4NOTH3R, P3R1sH. D13.

MONT4G H3LD TH3 BOMBS IN TH3 sKy FOR 4 sINGL3
MOM3NT, WlTH H1S MIND 4ND HI1Ss H4NDS R34CHING H3L-
pL3ssLy UP 41 TH3M. “RuN!” 3 cr13Dp 10 F483R. TO C14-
r1ss3, “Run!” TO M1LDR3D, “G3T OUT, G3T OUT OF TH3R3!”
Butr Cr4rlss3, H3 R3M3MB3R3D, W4s D34D. 4ND F4B3R
w4s Out; TH3R3 1IN TH3 D33P v4LL3YS OF TH3 COUNTRY
sOM3wWH3R3 TH3 F1v3 4.M. BUSs w4s ON 11s w4y FROM ON3
D3s014T10ON TO 4NOTH3R. THOUGH TH3 D3s0L4T1ON H4D
NOT Y3T 4RR1V3D, W4s sTlLL IN TH3 41R, 1T W4s c3rT41N
4s M4N cOuLp M4k3 11. B3FOR3 TH3 BUS H4D RUN 4NOTH3R
FI1rTY Y4RDS ON TH3 HlcHW4Y, 1TS D3sTIN4TION WOULD
B3 M34NINGL3ss, 4ND 11s POINT OF D3P4RTUR3 CHANG3D
FROM M3TROPOL1S TO JUNKY4RD.

4ND M1LDR3D. . .

G3T OuT, RUN!

H3 s4w u3r 1IN #H3R HOT3L ROOM sOM3wH3R3 NOw 1IN
TH3 H4LF s3cOND R3M41INING wlTH TH3 BOMBS 4 Y4RD, 4
FOOT, 4N INcH FROM H3R BUILDING. H3 s4w H3R L34NING
TOW4RD TH3 GR34T sHIMM3RING w4LLs OrF cOLOR 4ND
MOTION wH3R3 TH3 F4MmI1LY T4LK3D 4ND T4LK3D 4ND
T4LK3D TO H3R, WH3R3 TH3 F4M1LY PRATTL3D 4ND CH4TT3D
4ND s41D H3R N4M3 4ND sM11L.3D 4T H3R 4ND s41D NOTHING
Or T3 BOMB TH4T wW4s 4N 1NcH, NOw 4 H4LF-1NCH, NOW 4
QU4RT3R-1INCH FROM TH3 TOP OF TH3 HOT3L. LL34NING INTO
TH3 WA4LL 4s 1F 4LL OF TH3 HUNG3R OF LOOkING wWOULD
FIND TH3 s3cr3T OF H3R sL33pL3ss UN34s3 TH3R3. M1L-
DR3D, L34NING 4nx10usry, N3rvOusLy, 4s 1F TO PLUNG3,
DROP, FALL INTO TH4T sw4rMING 1MM3NsITY OF cOLOR TO
DROWN 1N 11s BR1GHT H4PPIN3sS.

Tu3 F1RST BOMB STRUCK.

“M1LDR3D!”

P3rudrs, w0 wOuLDp 3v3r kNOw? P3rudrs T3 GR34T
BRO4DC4STING sT4T10NS WlTH TH31R B34Ms OF cOLOR 4ND
L1cHT 4ND T41LK 4ND cH4TT3R W3NT F1RST INTO OBL1VION.

MONT4G, F4LLING FL4T, cOING DOWN, s4w ORr F3LT, OR
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1M4G1IN3D H3 s4w OR F3LT TH3 W4LLS GO D4RK IN M1LL13’s
F4c3, H34RD H3R SCR34MING, B3c4Us3 1IN TH3 MI1LL1ONTH
P4rT OF TIM3 L3FT, sH3 s4w H3R OWN F4C3 R3FL3CT3D
TH3R3, 1IN 4 MIRROR INsT34D OF 4 CRYST4L B4LL, 4ND 1T
w4s sucH 4 wlLbpry 3mpTY F4c3, 4LL BY 1Ts3LF 1IN TH3
ROOM, TOUCHING NOTHING, ST4RV3D 4ND 34TING OF 1TS3LF,
THAT 4T 1.45T sH3 R3cO0GN1z3D 1T 45 H3R OWN 4ND LOOK3D
Qulckry up 4T TH3 c31LING 4s 1T 48D TH3 3NTIR3 STRUC-
TUR3 OF TH3 HOT3L BL4ST3D DOWN UPON H3R, C4RRYING
H3R WlTH 4 MI1LL1ON POUNDS OF BRICK, M3T4L, PL4ST3R,
4nxp wOOD, TO M33T1 OTH3R P30PL3 IN TH3 H1V3s B3LOW,
41 ON TH31R QUlck w4y DOWN TO TH3 c3LL4R WH3R3 TH3
3xpLOs10N RID 11s3LF OF TH3M 1IN 1TS OWN UNR34sON4BL3
w4y.

1 r3M3MB3R. MONT4G cLUNG TO TH3 34RTH. 1 R3M3-
MB3R. Cilc4c0. Culc4c0, 4 LONG TIM3 460. M1LL13 4ND
1. Tudr’s wa3r3 w3 M31! 1 R3M3MB3R NOw. Culc4c0. 4
LONG TIM3 460.

Tu3 cOncuss1ON kNOck3Dp TH3 41RrR 4crOss 4ND DOWN
TH3 RIV3R, TURN3D TH3 M3N Ov3r L1k3 DOMINO3s 1IN
4 LIN3, BL3W TH3 W4T3R IN LIFTING SPR4YS, 4ND BL3W
TH3 DUST 4ND M4D3 TH3 TR33s 4B80v3 TH3M MOURN WI1TH
4 Gr341 WIND pP4ssING 4w4y sOuTH. MONT4G CRUSH3D
HIMS3LF DOWN, sQU33zING HIMS3LF sm4LL, 3Y3s TIGHT.
H3 BLINK3D ONC3. 4ND 1IN TH4T INSTANT s4w TH3 clTy,
INsT34D OF TH3 BOMBS, 1IN TH3 41R. TH3Y H4D D1srL4c3D
34cH 0TH3R. FOR 4NOTH3R OF THOS3 1MPOss1BL3 1NSTANTS
T3 clTty sT00D, R3BUILT 4ND UNR3COGN1z4BL3, T4LL3R
THAN 1T H4D 3v3R HOP3D OR sTR1V3D TO B3, T4LL3R TH4AN
M4N H4D BUlLr 1T, 3R3CT3D 4T 14sT 1N GOUTS OF SH4T-
T3R3D CONCR3T3 4ND sP4RKL3s OF TORN M314L INTO 4
MUR4L HUNG L1k3 4 R3v3Rs3D 4v4r4ncH3, 4 MILL1ON
cOLORrs, 4 M1LL1ON OpDITI3S, 4 DOOR WH3R3 4 WINDOW
sa0uLp B3, 4 TOP FOR 4 BOTTOM, 4 s1D3 FOR 4 B4CK, 4ND
TH3N TH3 c1TYy ROLL3D OV3R 4ND F3LL DOWN D34D.

Tu3 sOunp OF 11s p34TH c4M3 4FT3R.
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MONT4G, LYING TH3R3, 3Y3s GRITT3D SHUT WITH DUST,
4 rFIN3 w3t c3M3NT OF pUsT 1IN HIS NOwW sHUT MOUTH,
G4sPING 4ND CrRYING, NOW THOUGHT 4G41N, 1 R3M3MB3R,
1 r3M3MB3R, 1 R3M3MB3R sOM3THING 3153, WH4T 1s 1T?
Y3s, v3s, P4rRT OF TH3 3ccr3s14st3s 4NpD R3v3r4tlON.
P4rt Or TH4T BOOK, P4RT OF 1T, QUlCK NOW, QU1CK, B3FOR3
11 ¢31s 4w4y, B3FOR3 TH3 sHOCK W34Rrs OrF, B3FOR3 TH3
wiNDp D13s. BOOx Or 3ccr3sl14st3s. H3r3. H3 s41p It
Ov3Rr TO H1IMS3LF S1L3NTLY, LYING FL4T TO TH3 TR3MBLING
34rTtH, H3 s41p TH3 WORDS OF 1T M4NY TIM3s 4ND TH3Y
W3R3 P3RF3cT WITHOUT TRYING 4ND TH3R3 w4s NO D3N-
H4M’S D3NTIFR1C3 4NYWH3R3, 1T W4s JusT TH3 PR34CH3R
BY HIMS3LF, STANDING TH3R3 IN HIs MIND, LOOKING 4T
HIM. ...

“Tu3r3,” s41p 4 v01c3.

Tu3 M3N 14y c4sPING L1k3 rlsH L41D Out ON TH3 GR4SS.
Tu3y #H3LD TO TH3 34RTH 45 CHILDR3N HOLD TO F4M1L14R
THINGS, NO M4TT3R HOW cOLD OR D34D, NO M4TT3R WH4T
H4s H4rp3N3D OrR W1LL H4PP3N, TH31R FING3RS W3R3 CL4-
w3D INTO TH3 D1RT, 4ND TH3Y W3R3 4LL sHOUTING TO K33P
TH31R 34RDRUMS FROM BURSTING, TO k33P TH31R s4NI1TY
FROM BURSTING, MOuTHS OP3N, MONT4G sHOUTING wlTH
TH3M, 4 PROT3ST 4G41NST TH3 WIND TH4T R1PP3D TH31R
F4c3s 4ND TOR3 41 TH31R L1Ps, M4KING TH31R NOs3s
BL33D.

MONT4G w4TCH3D TH3 GR34T DUST S3TTL3 4ND TH3
GR34T s1L.3Nc3 MOV3 DOWN UPON TH31R WORLD. 4ND LYING
TH3R3 1T $33M3D THAT H3 s4w 3v3RY SINGL3 Gr41N OF
DUST 4ND 3V3RY BL4D3 OF GR4ss 4ND THAT H3 H34RD 3V3RY
CRY 4ND SHOUT 4ND wH1sP3R GOING UP 1IN TH3 WORLD NOw.
S11.3Nnc3 F3LL DOWN 1IN TH3 s1FTING DUST, 4ND 4LL TH3
L31sur3 TH3Y M1GHT N33D TO LOOK 4ROUND, TO G4TH3R
TH3 R34L1TY OF TH1S D4Y INTO TH31R S3NS3S.

MONT4G LOOK3D 41 TH3 R1IV3R. W3'LL GO ON TH3 R1V3R.
H3 L00k3D 41 TH3 OLD R41LRO4D TR4CKS. OR W3'LL GO
TH4T W4y, OR W3'LL w41k ON TH3 HlcHw4ys NOw, 4ND
w3’LL H4v3 T1M3 TO pUT THINGS INTO OURS3LV3Ss. 4ND sOM3
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D4y, 4rT3R 1T s31s 1IN Us 4 LONG TIM3, 1TLL cOM3 OuT
OrF Our H4NDS 4ND OUR MOuTHS. 4ND 4 LOT OF 1T W1LL B3
WRONG, BUT JusT 3NOuGH OF 1T wlLL B3 R1GHT. W3'LL JUST
ST4RT WALKING TOD4Y 4ND $33 TH3 WORLD 4ND TH3 w4y
TH3 WORLD W4LKS 4ROUND 4ND T4LKS, TH3 W4Y 1T R34LLY
LOOks. 1 w4NT 1O $33 3v3ryTHING NOW. 4ND WH1L3 NON3
Or 1T wlLL B3 M3 wa3N 1T G03s 1IN, 4FT3R 4 wHIL3 1T'LL
411 ¢4tH3R TOG3TH3R INSID3 4ND 1T'LL B3 M3. LOOK 41
TH3 WORLD OuT TH3R3, MY GOD, My GOD, LOOK 4T 1T OUT
TH3R3, OuTslp3 M3, OuT TH3R3 B3YOND MY F4C3 4ND TH3
OnLy w4y 1O r34Lry TOucH 1T 1s TO puT 1T WH3R3 1T’S
FIN4Lry M3, wa3r3 11°s 1IN T3 BLOOD, WH3R3 1T PUMPS
4r0UuND 4 THOUS4AND TIM3s T3N THOUS4AND 4 D4y. 1 G3T
HOLD OF 1T sO 1T°LL N3v3R RUN OFF. 1’LL HOLD ON TO TH3
WORLD TlGHT sOM3 D4y. 1'v3 GOT ON3 FING3R ON 1T NOW;
TH4T’S 4 B3GINNING.

Tu3 winp p13D.

Tu3 Ota3r M3N 14y 4 walL3, ON TH3 D4wWN 3DG3 OF
st.33p, NOT Y3T R34DY TO R1s3 UP 4ND B3GIN TH3 D4Y’S
0BL1G4T10NS, 1TS FIR3s 48D FOODS, 1TS THOUS4AND D3T41LS
Or pUTTING FOOT 4FT3R FOOT 4ND HAND 4FT3R H4ND. TH3Y
L4y BLINKING TH31R DUSTY 3Y3L1DS. YOU cOULD H34R TH3M
BR34THING F4sT, TH3N SLOW3R, TH3N SLOW. . .

MONT4G s4T UP.

H3 plp NOT MOV3 4Ny FURTH3R, HOW3V3R. TH3 OTH3R
M3N DID L1k3wls3. TH3 suNn w4s TOUCHING TH3 BL4CK
HOR1zON wlTH 4 F4INT R3D TlP. TH3 41R W4Ss cOLD 4ND
sM3LL3D OF 4 cOMING R41N.

S1L3nTLY, GRANG3R 4R0s3, F3LT H1S 4RMS, 4ND L3GS,
SW34RING, sw34RING 1INC3ss4NTLY UND3R HIS BR34TH,
T34Rs pDRIPPING FROM HI1S F4c3. H3 sHUFFL3D DOWN TO
TH3 R1V3R TO LOOK UPSTR34M.

“171’s Fr4T1,” H3 s41D, 4 LONG TIM3 14T3R. “ClTY LOOKS
L1k3 4 u34r Or B4KING-POWD3R. 1T°s GON3.” 4ND 4 LONG
TIM3 4rT3R TH4T. “1 WOND3R HOW M4NY KN3w 1T w4s
cOMING? 1 wOND3R HOW M4NY W3R3 SURPR1S3D?P”

4ND 4cr0ss TH3 WORLD, THOUGHT MONT4G, HOW M4NY
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Otu3r cltl3s p34p? 4Np H3R3 1IN OUR COUNTRY, HOW
M4NY? 4 HUNDR3D, 4 THOUSAND P

SOM30N3 sTrUCK 4 M4TCH 4ND TOUCH3D 1T TO 4 P13C3
OF DRY P4P3R T4k3N FROM TH31R POCK3T, 4ND SHOV3D TH1S
UND3R 4 BIT OF GRr4ss 4ND 1L34v3s, 4ND 4FT3R 4 wWHIL3
4pp3D TINY TWlGs wiHlcH W3R3 W3T 4ND SPUTT3R3D BUT
FIN4LLY c4UGHT, 4ND TH3 F1R3 GR3W L4RG3R 1N TH3 34RLY
MORNING 4s TH3 SUN c4M3 UP 4ND TH3 M3N SLOWLY TURN3D
FROM LOOKING UP R1V3R 4ND W3R3 DR4WN TO TH3 FIR3,
4wkw4rpLy, wlTH NOTHING TO s4y, 4ND TH3 sUN cOLOR3D
TH3 B4CKS OF TH31R N3CKS 45 TH3Y B3NT DOWN.

GRr4NG3R UNFOLD3D 4N 01LskIN wlTH sOM3 B4cON 1IN
It. “W3’LL 04v3 4 B1T3. TH3N W3'LL TURN 4ROUND 4ND
w4LK UPSTR34M. TH3Y'LL B3 N33DING US UP TH4T W4Y.”

SOM30N3 PRODUC3D 4 sM4LL FRYING-PAN 4ND TH3 B4CON
W3NT INTO 1T 4ND TH3 FRYING-PAN w4s s3T ON TH3 F1R3.
4r13R 4 MOM3NT TH3 B4CON B3G4N TO FLUTT3R 4ND D4NC3
IN TH3 P4AN 4ND TH3 sPUTT3R OF 1T F1LL3D TH3 MORNING
41r wlta 11s 4rOm4. Tu3 M3N w4tcH3p THIS RI1TU4L
SIL3NTLY.

Gr4NG3R LOOk3D INTO TH3 FIR3. “PHO3NIX.”

“Wu4r?”

“Tu3r3 w4s 4 slrLiy p4mN BIRD c4LL3D 4 PHO3NIx
B4cK B3FOR3 CHR1ST: 3V3RY F3W HUNDR3D Y34Rs H3 BUlLT
4 pYR3 4ND BURN3D HIMS3LF ur. H3 MusT H4v3 B33N F1RST
cOusIN 10 M4N. But 3v3RrY TIM3 H3 BURNT HIMS3LF UP
H3 sPRANG Out OF TH3 4sH3s, H3 GOT HIMS3LF BORN 4LL
0v3R 4c41IN. 4xD 11 LOOKS L1k3 W3'R3 DOING TH3 s4Mm3
THING, OV3R 4ND Ov3Rr, BUT W3'v3 cOT ON3 D4MN THING
TH3 PHO3N1X N3V3R H4D. W3 KkNOW TH3 D4MN s1LLY THING
w3 jusT D1p. W3 kNOW 4LL TH3 D4MN sliLry THINGS w3'v3
DON3 FOR 4 THOUSAND Y34RS, 4ND 45 LONG 4s w3 KNOW THAT
4AND 41w4ys H4v3 1T 4rROUND WH3R3 W3 c4N s33 1T, sOM3
D4y w3’LL sTOP M4KING TH3 GODD4M FUN3R4L PYR3S 4ND
juMPING INTO TH3 M1DDL3 OF TH3M. W3 Plck uP 4 F3wW
MOR3 P30rL3 TH4T R3M3MB3R, 3V3RY G3N3R4TION.”

H3 100K TH3 P4N OFF TH3 F1R3 4ND 13T TH3 B4cON cOOL
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4ND TH3Y 413 1T, SLOWLY, THOUGHTFULLY.

“NOw, L31’s G3T ON upPsTR34M,” s41D GR4NG3R. “4ND
HOLD ON TO ON3 THOUGHT: YOU'R3 NOT 1MPORTANT. YOU'R3
NOT 4AnyTHING. SOM3 D4Y TH3 104D W3'R3 C4RRYING WITH
us M4y H3LP sOM30N3. But 3v3N wH3N w3 H4D TH3 BOOKS
O~ H4AND, 4 LONG TIM3 460, w3 DIDN'T Us3 wHAT W3 GOT
Out OF TH3M. W3 W3NT R1GHT ON INSULTING TH3 D34D.
W3 w3NT R1GHT ON sP1TTING IN TH3 GR4V3s OF 4LL TH3
POOR ON3s wHO D13D B3FOR3 us. W3'R3 cOING TO M33T
4 10T OF LON3LY P30PL3 1IN TH3 N3XT W33K 4ND TH3 N3XT
MONTH 4ND TH3 N3XT Y34R. 4ND WH3N TH3Y 4SK US WHAT
w3’R3 DOING, YOU c4N s4y, W3'R3 rR3M3MB3RING. TH4T’S
wH3R3 W3'LL WIN OuT IN TH3 LONG RUN. 4ND sOM3 D4y
w3’LL R3M3MB3R sO MUCH TH4T W3'LL BUILD TH3 B1GG3sT
GOpD4M sT34M-sHOV3L IN HISTORY 4ND D1G TH3 B1GG3sT
GR4v3 OF 4LL TIM3 4ND sHOV3 W4R 1IN 4ND cOv3R 1T UP.
COm3 ON NOw, w3’R3 GOING TO GO BUlLD 4 M1RROR-F4cC-
TORY FIRST 4ND PUT OUT NOTHING BUT MIRRORS FOR TH3
N3XT Y34R 4ND T4k3 4 LONG LOOK IN TH3M.”

TH3yY FIN1sH3D 34TING 48D PUT OUuT TH3 FIR3. TH3 D4Y
w4s BRIGHT3NING 4LL 4B0UT TH3M 45 1F 4 PINK L4MP H4D
B33N Glv3N MOR3 wlck. 1IN TH3 TR33s, TH3 BIRDS TH4T
H4D FLOWN 4w4y NOw c4M3 B4CK 4ND s3TTL3D DOWN.

MONT4G B3G4N WALKING 4ND 4FT3R 4 MOM3NT FOUND
TH4T TH3 OTH3RS H4D F4LL3N IN B3HIND HIM, cOlNG
NOrTH. H3 w4s surprls3D, 4ND MOv3D 4s1p3 10 13T
GRANG3R P4ss, BUT GRANG3R LOOk3D 4T H1M 4ND NODD3D
alm ON. MONT4G W3NT 41134D. H3 LOOK3D 41 TH3 R1V3R
4ND TH3 SKY 4ND TH3 RUSTING TR4CcK GOING B4CK DOWN
10 wH3R3 TH3 F4RMS L4y, WH3R3 TH3 B4RNS STOOD FULL
Or udy, wu3r3 4 1Ot Or p30PL3 H4D W4LK3D BY IN TH3
NlcHT ON TH31R W4y FROM TH3 cltY. L4T3R, 1IN 4 MONTH
Or s1x MONTHS, 4ND C3RT41NLY NOT MOR3 TH4N 4 Y34R, H3
wOULD W4LK 4L0ONG H3R3 4G41N, 4L.0N3, 4ND k33P RIGHT
ON cOING uNTlL H3 c4ucHT UP WlTH TH3 P30PL3.

Bur NOw TH3R3 w4s 4 LONG MORNING’S w4LK UNTIL
NOON, 4ND 17 TH3 M3N W3R3 s1L3NT 1T w4s B3c4us3 TH3R3
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w4s 3v3RYTHING TO THINK 4B0UT 4ND MUCH TO R3M3MBJ3R.
P3rH4PS 14T3R 1IN TH3 MORNING, WH3N TH3 SUN W4S UP 4ND
H4D WA4RM3D TH3M, TH3Y WOULD B3GIN TO T4LK, OR JUST
s4y TH3 THINGS TH3Y R3M3MB3R3D, TO B3 SUR3 TH3Y W3R3
TH3R3, TO B3 4BSOLUT3LY C3RT41N THAT THINGS W3R3 $4F3
In TH3M. MONT4G F3LT TH3 SLOW ST1R OF WORDS, TH3 SLOW
sImM3R. 48D WH3N 1T c4Mm3 10 H1S TURN, WH4T cOULD H3
s4y, wa4Tt cOuLp H3 OFF3R ON 4 D4y L1k3 THIS, TO M4k3
T3 TRIP 4 L1TTL3 34513RP TO 3v3RYTHING TH3R3 1S 4
$34s0N. Y3s. 4 TIm3 10 BR34Kk DOWN, 4ND 4 TIM3 TO BUILD
vp. Y3s. 4 TIM3 1O k33P S1L3NC3 4ND 4 TIM3 TO sp34k.
Y3s, 411 ta4T. Bur widr 3183, Wa4T 3153? SOM3THING,
SOM3THING. . .

4ND ON 31TH3R s1D3 OF TH3 R1V3R w4s TH3R3 4 TR33
Or L1r3, walcH B4R3 TW3Lv3 M4NN3R OrF FRUITS, 4ND
y13LD3D H3R FRUIT 3v3RY MONTH; 4ND TH3 1L.34v3s OF TH3
TR33 W3R3 FOR TH3 H34LING OF TH3 N4T1O0NS.

Y3s, THOucHT MONT4G, TH4T’S TH3 ON3 1’LL s4v3 rORr
NOON. FOr NOON. . .

Wu3N w3 rR34cH TH3 c1TY.
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BLIND CARBON COPY

This project consists of experimental design hacks to
reflect and circumvent intellectual property restrictions.
Fahrenheit 451, a novel by Ray Bradbury, is presented via
a web interface and also in print form (print on demand).
Several filters offered to users are in place in order to
reflect intellectual property restrictions or allowed
practices, such as Fair Use. These filters offer a means

to circumvent these restrictions by transforming the
content. The reader can choose the filter through which
s’/he wants to “view” the text, each filter being more

or less legal.

— Mix of accessibility and inaccessibility.
— Push uselessness to its maximum.
— Make content inaccessible.
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RAY BRADBURY’S FAHRENHEIT 451
I chose to work with Fahrenheit 451 because it
has several connections to my thesis topic, social
accessibility.
Bradbury’s novel is best-known for its criticism
of state-sponsored censorship, somewhat contrary to
the author’s claim that this was not his main purpose, it
stands in short for a critique of mass media’s effects
on literature and literacy. Censorship is a practice of
making content inaccessible in order to control potential
readers social and cultural development, whether it
be parents filtering porn or violent images for their kids
or governments filtering critical content for their society.
In the novel, Captain Beatty teaches the main
character why books are forbidden. According to him,
books were not used anymore because mass media
took over them, then books were forbidden by the
government probably to have a better control on people
(although in Soviet Union, the government also con-
trolled book production and reproduction). It is another
example, though fictitious, of how a common practice,
or non practice, influences the Law.
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Books being ignored, and then forbidden, affects
education. Beatty recalls: “School is shortened,
discipline relaxed, philosophies, histories, languages
dropped, English and spelling gradually neglected,
finally almost completely ignored. Life is immediate, the
job counts, pleasure lies all about after work. Why
learn anything save pressing buttons, pulling switches,
fitting nuts and bolts?” There is a real danger for
education and personal development in restricting
access to content with laws. Although we are discussing
a fictional text, the French papvsi law is real — one
that is hopefully never applied, however this doesn’t
reduce its potential danger. Bradbury’s Beatty frames
the connection with mass media as potentially dumbing,
“[alnd because they had mass, they became simpler.”
Perhaps the censorship modeled by Fahrenheit 451 has
become a reference in social dialogue, much the same
way the term “Big Brother”, adapted from Orwell’s
1984, operates outside it’s original context. Intellectual
property law, as I discuss in my thesis, are there
to protect the right-owners wealth, which now means
the record labels and publishers and not necessarily the
authors, besides these powerful companies have a major
influence on the same laws which govern how property
is conceived and the rights (or lack thereof) that
are assigned to the general public. One particular exam-
ple of this is the recent case against the founders of
the Pirate Bay, where the judge who sentenced them
was a member of the same copyright protection organi-
zations as several of the main entertainment industry
represented in the case. What is perhaps different
in current Western societies compared to the hypothet-
ical Fahrenheit 451, is that state-sponsored inacces-
sibility is generally governed by economics on top of
censorious ideology.
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FEATURED FILTER: L33T

The “L331” filter translates the text into leet or L33T
alphabet, replacing letters of the regular latin
alphabet by resembling asci characters. The text
remains — somehow — readable, but its essence, its bits
are completely different.
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