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EDITORIAL NOTE

My collaborative aim in the production of this work has been to offer a
series of intra— textual corrections in a typescript produced and reno-
vated over several decades by more than one author. There are numerous
errors of omission because blandness has no boundaries. Plagiarism is
another manner. It was one of the necessary aims of revision

Much of the work involved considerably less labor, was less meaningful
in its aims, being merely a mechanical transcription of a clear text
but in other places more idiosyncratic handwritten notations or sty-
listic devices, or even choices of words have made the production more
difficult and less literary than it need to have been. Such work is of
the past of course. Such reading is of the present

There is nothing that can come between between indifference and a form
of redun- dancy. Except perhaps an omission. Multiple authorial re-
dundancies could not be avoided. These lapses were welcomed wherever
they might have been found in the text. Accordingly, there is nothing
spectral, bracketed [ 1 or metaphysical that remains, which is
merely the husk of things that were true at the moment when they were
once, [hallucinated] and by once I mean once written down without hope
for any future, imagined or otherwise intended. There is truth and there
is truth

New York, 2004
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FOREWORD

his Foreword stands apart from the prefaces I have successively written

for our book, in a period of twelve years. Its composition may be de-
scribed as accumulative, progressing from an early personal statement through
certain enlargements historically appropriate to its being of a more private
character than the prefatory statements. It may be regarded as corresponding
generally with the temporal expanse covered in the prefaces. The final portion
being definitely in view at that time.

In the early ’thirties I began to feel a practical sense of urgency about some-
thing that had long troubled me. This was, that the use of words was in a bad
way. The factor of urgency in my feelings was a product of accumulating
awareness of the direct cause of the general state of word-use: it became plainer
and plainer to me that the use of words was in a bad way because the knowl-
edge of words was in a bad way. I committed myself to trying to make a new
| opening into the area of word-knowledge—the knowledge, that is, of what
words mean. There is no conception of word-knowledge as a unity of words-
knowledges. The characteristic conception of word-knowledge is, what this
or that word means; there is no conception of language-knowledge as knowl-
edge of the meanings of the words of a language in their interrelation as such.
In my pursuit of my commitment, I did not meet an intellectually and morally
companionate mind as to the things of language until I met Schuyler Brinck-
erhoff Jackson.

To the final stage of preparation of this book for possible publication, I had
assumed that the preface I had written for it, as the completer of it for my
husband and myself after he died, would be amply sufficient. What might need
to be said preliminarily from the various personally and thematically relevant
points of view seemed to have been said; and, also, as much of fortifying ex-
tension of the main matter seemed to have been included, in notes and supple-
mentary articles, as could be accommodated in the book without overreaching
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the boundaries of the subject (and, I hoped, those of the patience of the fully
interested and serious readers). And yet there is more to say!

There seems to me to be need of a special candor [from] myself, as presid-
ing authorially over the publishing eventualities on my and my husband’s be-
half; as to my view of what is here offered in it. I think that what is offered is
a charter of human rights to the dignity of a speech of unlimited truth, and a
declaration of linguistic independence from ideas of language that enslave the
mind to other laws than those of its natural relation with its words. There is
also in my attitude to the occasion of preparatory steps-taking towards the
transforming of the book into a public actuality a very broad awareness
(formed in long authorial experience) of the suspicious indifference with
which writing that does not fall into any classification of kind but its own can
be treated, especially when, being of its own kind, it is this with sobriety. Not
only is this book of its own kind, by which I mean not that it is personally
eccentric in its authorship, but that it is not adjusted in its “positions” to any
others—mean that it has grown from the inside of'its authors’ hearts and minds
to the public outside, and not the other way round (a course of growth that
can never produce authentic internalities of feeling and thought): it is at the
disadvantage, by the current criteria of “good” publicity-appeal, of being, as
a work concerned with language, specifically not of a kind to come under the
heading “Linguistics,” or any heading of “‘semantic” reference (as “semiotics,”
“semiology”). “Linguistics” has a sub-heading, in letters inscribed in a manner
intended to be visible only to writers on the subject of language, that reads:
“Those who are not of us are against us, and will be as Naught. For we are the
Synagogical All of The Modern Linguistic Communion.”

Yet, despite our perceiving that our book had no place where to lay its
head in the “linguistics”’-dominated public world, we have not made Davidian
effort in it to storm the linguistical strongholds, enter into battle royal against
the Linguistical Armies with our homely personal forces. Readers may find
that our not infrequent pausing to criticize features and aspects of professional,
standard linguistics belies our repeated assurance that our book is not a po-
lemical treatise. I urge them to try to adopt generally in their reading the
attitude that they are people addressed on language as a subject concerning
them primarily, in this book, as one involving reference to professional linguis-
tics only because this exists to distract contemporary minds from their natural
human orientations to language. We do not deal with linguistics other than as
a distraction; in dealing with it, we deal with it as having that character. A
distraction of its proportions cannot be proved to distract from, rather than
promote, good aim of attention by being ignored.

There are happier matters to which reference is appropriate, in my parting
words spoken as I look forward to sending this book forth into the public
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domain, than the conditions of language-interest obtaining in that domain;
those conditions cannot be thought of as favorable to a hearty reception for
the book—except as it might excite enough sensitivity to them to produce
enough discomfort for an eventual tardy welcome.

I have had, in the years since my husband died, for protection in a solitude
that includes dangers and deprivations, with its blessings, unfailingly adequate
varieties of ministration from the neighbor-members of the citizenry of little
Wabasso, and that of the environing county; this has remained constant, de-
spite the gradually spreading conversion, since my husband and I came here to
work, about thirty years ago, of the entire state of Florida into the site of a
Fountain of Old Age, its waters of Easy-Life rising per ounce to out-of-sight
cost—but those who flock here to drink tell themselves that the weather
(poor, mere, mortality-reinforcing weather) comes free.

There are many, at varying distances, of precious name to me, to whom a
path of devoted feeling stretches, broadened with gratitude for ready presence
to me in the recent later years. I limit report of these to two. Both are of
academic identity, but the identity of friend has reduced the other identity to
an incidental fact for me, and for them also, in different measure and manner,
according to differences of personal nature (the claims of academic identity
being braved differently by different souls). The first of those that I name here
is Robert S. Sproat, Professor of English at Boston University. He died on
September 22, 1976. I came to understand through communication with him
by letter and telephone (he “called” me about once a month, to keep us in
closer than, just, written meeting) that Robert lived on three levels, moving
from one to the other with no change in moral values, only changes in expec-
tation of the kind of experience afforded at each. These were—as it seemed
to me—the ordinary-life level, the intellectual-life level, and the level of the
spiritually real. The last I think he visited as the place of most claim, but visited
sparingly, as if to pay the respect to it of not making it a haunt of solitude. It
seems to me that, when we talked by the grace of these telephone-calls, he put
himselfinstantly at that level, as where we veritably met. I have felt given, ever,
by him, the support of a fellow-believer in a best beyond qualifications. His
was an extraordinary unity of values maintained across a division into different
levels of value that he saw, sadly, as what “the world” did to one’s life. But,
while oppressed by the world’s assumption of a right to have its way with one’s
life, he did not yield to it the right to nurse privately a hope of one’s own. I
am sad over his not having seen this book, which he wanted to see; I believe
there is meeting between it and his hope. This is a reason to the fore, in my
gladness in the book’s becoming ready for public existence.

Of those who have been friend to me and to this book at far geographical
distance, I shall name only one other (there are others, indeed). George S.
Fraser, Professor of English at the University of Leicester, England, put an
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enthusiasm of faith in the importance of the book’s coming into practical ex-
istence that contributed much to the speeding of it on its way to completion.
Neither Robert Sproat nor George Fraser and I had any sight of each other.
Friendship in both cases had to give recognition to differences in attitudes to
things literary that cannot but amount to, in some senses, human differences.
A few such sprung at times into prominence between George Fraser and my-
self, but I trust to the human affection that grew between us to prove us at one
in the articles of linguistic faith to which this book subscribes that are, equally,
articles of human faith.

I am hard put to it, in choosing persons of local identity to whom to pay
gratitude’s respect of special reference—neighbors, friends of the townlet and
the county, who have been givers to me of the succor of loyal presence to me
in my solitary work-perseverances. I shall choose just one, and let all the others
be embraced in the identity of a company of kindness. I choose to name per-
sonally only a Negro man who became a friend of my husband and myself in
years past, when he did work for us related to our fruit-growing and fruit-
shipping activity. He made himself in a new way my friend after my husband
died, seeking to exercise a protective care for needs of mine to which he might
minister. He has a dramatic sense of himself. He can hardly read; but he is a
lay preacher, keeps a Bible close at hand, exerts himself to propound Biblical
and other maxims concerning the importance of at least trying to be perfect,
and, in the first place, making good one’s word (this, according to him, one’s most
important possession). He is not perfect. And I have discovered, pointing this
out to him at times, that I too am a preacher!

Thinking on this man, and his reverent sense of the value of words, I am
moved to point out how it is written in the Bible, as to exactitude: “For it
must be precept on precept, line upon line, here a little, and there a little,”
(Isaiah), and how promise is given there of there being turned “to the people”
a pure language. And it is said, further, that they will not “speak lies; neither
shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth,” (Zephaniah). And, later said,
“For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words condemned”—
and “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.” I have said to Tom Herring, in
preacher-manner, something of the following sort: “Good done does not
show, it loses itself in the deed; what is done shines, not the doing, the doer.”
To which could be added, as to words: “What is proclaimed to be truth is only
what is proclaimed to be truth. Words rightly spoken are true, but not because
of a purpose to speak truth, only because of a purpose to speak rightly.”

A most important mention of direct connection with my ability to carry
the work of this book forward towards completion was the happy fortune of
my being awarded a Fellowship of a year’s duration by the John Simon Gug-
genheim Memorial Foundation. Through this support, physical and material
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burdens were lightened to an extent that brought completion within live view,
besides allowing me to spare time and forces for other calls. There is also to be
told that, beyond this happy relief, I have enjoyed interest on the Foundation’s
part in the book’s progress towards completion, and its course towards
publication.

But who could be found in this home region of mine, modest in its intel-
lectual resources, capable of assisting me responsibly in the typing require-
ments and other needs of mine in this work—of giving the requisite accurate
attention to the sustained course of intricate textual care? An at first unprom-
ising trail of inquiry brought me eventually to young Susan Morris. It could
not have been just her two years at the local Community College or her work-
experience at the County library that made her equal to the handling of my
manual script (found “difficult” by many), complicated by much correction
and interpolation, at the typewriter, and working with me in perfect unison at
checking points in the text and maintaining uniform three copies of the book.
And there could be added other competences of hers, generously contributed
to the total accomplishment. I think that perhaps my and the book’s needs,
and her store of capabilities, were made, if not in heaven, for each other, at
least in Florida—which secretes an earthly providential beneficence the hid-
ing-places of which have not all been dismantled by the destroying angels of
civilization.

Finally, there is to include, within the bounty of Floridian donation, the
hospitality and help extended to me by the Libraries of the University of
Florida, for which I have personally to thank Dr. G. A. Harrer, Director, Dr.
Laura V. Monti, Chairman, Department of Rare Books and Manuscripts, and
Mr. Sherman L. Butler, Director of the Interlibrary-loans Department.

My relations with the University of Florida, of use of its library resources,
became rather inactive as my work on our book moved towards completion,
and my reading needs on its account were reduced. But even into these latest
years I continue in friendly connection with its library quarters. The fact that
I have for many years been a permanent resident of Florida has received some
incidental attention in academic projects undertaken in the State for respect-
paying to its affiliations with things literary. But what I have done of work of
writing, and study for writing, in my Floridian home-place, has been done in
a naturally discovered, naturally offered, freedom of privacy. What has been
done here need make no trouble for anyone of concern with what to do about
it as matter for report. It has been done as nobody’s business except as it might
be found to be everybody’s business. My husband and I were let be—Ileft alone
to be, left alone to do—by the Floridian version of the nature of nature,
which, I think, is, in its essential universality, to let be, and let do. I have clung
to the protection of my acreage-portion of Floridian universality, keeping the
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book in safe waiting, together with what I have been let do besides, for free-
dom for waiting long enough.

[An] end came to my having the support of Susan Morris in my labors. But
the support I had from her is built into what it enabled me to achieve. A
parting became necessary[:] in accepting it, I was left with the fact of the sup-
port, and the unalterable memory of it. The preacher-person has remained in
helping-hand association with me. I suffer many shortages in help, but there
is, to balance this, a varied consciousness of near and far concerned conscious-
ness of my predicaments of need. I am at peace with my circumstances.

There is the death of George S. Fraser in 1980, to record. Our friendship
had lasted and became a close bond.

Strangely, in these whiles of seeming peace between my time of life and the
time of the world of human affairs, I have experienced assaults of literary and
personal malice that have no match, I believe, in vaunting liberties-taking with
innocent truth in our time. The touch of ill-will, even of betrayal, was not
new to me. But in these recent years I have been engulfed in a continuous
pandemonium of evil animadversions on my personal nature, my life, my
work. I have held my ground in this wild confusion of evil circumstance. Is
not hell, I have reflected, the swarm of everything indistinct that human beings
make of their language-powers? And is not the distinct, only the distinct, in
the shape of words brought out of thought into generous community of mind,
the only Friend?

I have been caused weighty pain by the Enemy, the indistinct and its false
lying shapes of distinctness, as it has sway in the world of intellectual (literary,
scholarly) life. The weight of the pain of personal injury has kept dissolving
itself in the pain of consciousness of wide-spread falsifications of the human
state enveloping it in the lie of its being itself a pandemonium in which peace
and pleasure can only be achieved by techniques of treating it as a painfully
absurd state—in which peace and pleasure can be no more than contrived
stupefactions. On what I count as saving surety, in my sense of spreading pan-
demonium, for the prevailing of an unfailing Distinct over a ruinous Indistinct
(a continuous lexicon of novelties in meaninglessness), this book has a central
position. It presents the scene of the human mind of now as a place of choice,
still, between a hellish ease of speech-making thought as easy as no-thought
and heaven-like difficulty of thought executed with an earthly ease of speech
the mind can love.

1986
Wabasso, Florida
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Seven Gontrolled Vocabularies and 2004 Obituary
ON LINE/GOOGLE TRANS
47:58 edition

Chinese (Traditional)
Edit Publications, 2010 | Series Editor: Danny Snelson

This book was produced as part of a day long PUBLICATION EVENT BY TAN
LIN entitled: Handmade book, PDF, lulu.com Appendix, Powerpoint, Kanban
Board/Post-Its, Blurbs, Dual Language (Chinese/English) Edition, micro
lecture, Selectric II interview, wine/cheese reception, Q8A (xerox) and
a film. The event was held in conjunction with Danny Snelson’” s EDIT:
Processing Writing Technologies series at the Writer’ s House, Univer—
sity of Pennsylvania, 21 April 2010

The first edition was produced on-site and published thru Lulu.com under
the title t3#2ERM2004F5ME.

This edition was produced in transit from Philidelphia to New York City
and in Woodside, Queens and on the internet, and captures the project at
47:58 and running i.e. 2010.04.23.PM12:34 EST

This colophon/expanded edition data page records changes that took place
between the second edition and the current edition

Added images
Added page s

Corrected missing text, unformatted text, improperly formatted text,
missing pages, duplicate pages, page order

Reformatted front matter to correspond to the Wesleyan University Press
(American English) first edition
Added data for this edition to front matter

Added colophon/expanded edition data page (222) American English
Added colophon/expanded edition data page (221) Chinese (Traditional)

Adjusted page reference on on p123 to reflect new pagination
Shifted dingbats on p84 into the original, more expressive Scala Sans

Seven Gontrolled Vocabularies and 2004 Obituary
ON LINE/GOOGLE TRANS work team:

Chris Alexander

Alejandro Crawford

Cecilia Corrigan






(fg1e 1238)

Bk 2EENE "I MEE, EAEGER 15 RXEEESH, SET
BAFM, EEE, LAQBNIERRTIERS., E2FFR? —EANBBERMN
ER—EAMFIE, BFlcommodi -HEAERATAHRE, RABRLATUSER &
FISR=RIAREEORE], EAEANMIEEHRETMO0marosa, HEE “REEDLN
B, BMRERESTREEENEN, AT ERRRGHPBE? RAMEEER
L. BWEE? ERALL, HIRAMNABRKREZSHBEOF?ERATL., B
BL RETFEEMESHBEROL—LE #ME “FUEINE RREMHME

R, ERIERE ANEREFOBKRMEE  #2E0marosa, AT ERMHEIEE
A ? MEHRE [(NRAMNREER] AN BRET AT A B2 A D
RIETE, REEMMEEHARIEERMZSHERMNERR, SERKRBIE,

FHEUEY, NMEZLERASZEHNRGEER HAERERGEEEEEIET.
ER AMREHELASIBENSHITESBESH, B2 MMAEMERMRS
RE, E2EWN, EBDERMexperi 1963 - 23207 2HREE, HRAZHIB

REERLIERIR, AMREEEERL S ERBRE £F MREEEM

BIERNBEIRUEBE AR ASEEHN transformingZEnothing : each/HEERIHI

viewer MIFIBRBF A SR T VERSRE, SEHRMATRERBLIRER NMEEM—#.

224



